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News
Wildest Dreams

Photo by C Michael Stewart.

Praised by the likes of Noel Gallagher, Taylor
Swift, and Elton John, it's safe to say that multi-
GRAMMY®-nominated singer, songwriter, and all-
round creative genius Ryan Adams is kind of a big
deal. And it doesn’t stop there.

His music spans genres, his lyrics build worlds.
His work has featured on soundtracks from Judd
Apatow’s Bridesmaids to This Is 40, True Blood,
Felicity, and The Secret Life of Walter Mitty. He’s
produced albums for Willie Nelson, Jesse Malin,
and Jenny Lewis, and collaborated with the creme
de la creme of the music world - Weezer, Fall Out
Boy, America, anyone? As if that wasn’t enough,
he has 22 albums to his name, both solo and with
the rock alternative country band Whiskeytown,
including his 2014 GRAMMY-nominated self-titled
album, Ashes & Fire, Easy Tiger, Cold Roses,
Jacksonville City Nights, Love Is Hell, and his
breakthrough solo debut Heartbreaker.

It’s in honour of Heartbreaker - now celebrating
its 25" year in the hearts and hands of fans
around the world - that Adams comes to
Wellington’s Michael Fowler Centre on the 17

of October along his world tour. Known for his
emotionally charged performances and genre-
defying sound, he will deliver an intimate, acoustic
set that highlights his expansive catalogue.

With a setlist that will include favourites like Oh
My Sweet Carolina, Come Pick Me Up, To Be
Young (Is to Be Sad, Is to Be High), and many
more hits and deep cuts, “one of rock’s most
talented songwriters” (SPIN) will make Poneke
feel So Alive.

A gOOd d‘Stra Ct\Oﬂ by Madelaine Empson
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Paul Douglas was always a funny kid. But while he
grew up watching stand-up comedy, it never really
clicked that it could be a viable career path for
him.

That is, “until | saw a show during a trip to the USA.
Once | saw it in such close proximity | was like, |
can do this!”

What keeps Douglas in the game, he supposes, is
“the fact that | was right! | can do this!”

That he can and that he does. A regular headliner
here and abroad, Douglas is one of New Zealand’s
busiest comedians and has featured on shows like
7 Days, Guy Montgomery’s Guy Mont Spelling Bee,
and five of the last six Best Foods Comedy Galas.
Five, he emphasises!

With a focus on storytelling, his style has been
described as simultaneously laid-back and
frenetic. National treasure Dai Henwood once
said, “There are many ways to enjoy pleasure and
laughter as a human being, one of the easiest is
watching Paul Douglas” - feedback he describes
as “unreal”, having been inspired by Henwood to
get into comedy in the first place. Since setting out
about 10 years back, he thinks his comedy has
evolved to be more instinctual.

“The experience | have now allows me to do a

lot of my writing on stage. In the early years |
would make sure everything was written out and
remembered word for word but as time has gone
on | trust myself to fill in the gaps more naturally
between ideas and punchlines. As far as the
content? It's just as stupid as it’s always been.”

Douglas is about to perform at easily one of his
“favourite venues in New Zealand”, San Fran, on
the 23" of October, delighting that the team there
are “always so welcoming and the crowds always
bring it!”

The best thing an audience member could say
about his Could Be Keen Tour would be that it
helped take their mind off their day to day.

“I'm always stoked when someone says watching
me was a good distraction.”
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Having Difficulty

on the Stairs?

Maintain your independence,
let Acorn Stairlifts keep you safe
to enjoy your freedom!

e The only company to supply and N
install our own stairlifts g

e For straight or curved staircases A/

e Indoor and outdoor stairlifts

e Free home assessment [ our customers love us!
« Fast installation
e Safe and reliable & Trustpilot

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE & QUOTATION

0800 223 057

orVISIT: WWW.acornstairlifts.co.nz

STAIRLIFTS

PARKING 68 Taranaki Street
FROM ONLY $2.00 per half hour

Shoppers Parks

68 N\ on lower level for 2 Hrs

TARANAKI N at normal rates
STREET CAR NLULEXLIATAE L RUEET)

PARK " Hotel Special $25 per 24hrs

CEilalp  _ (muitple entry

next to y
Les Mills
Gym

$16 ($18 multiple entry) Early Bird before 10am till Zpm
$24 Max per weekday, $7 Overnight
$3 weekends first hour, then $2 per hour, max $7

Monthly rates available 0508 447 275
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A Vivid symphonic portra\t

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 0000 00 @ 0 0 0 O + o+ o o o o 0 s o e 9 e
............ ....O.....O. Q

oooooooooooo . 0.0000000000
............ 0000000000
,,,,,,,,,,,, ®0%%0%%0°6%"e%"" o000
llllllllllll .............
oooooooooooo o0 00000
............ o0 000000000
oooooooooooo ® 000000

oooooooooooo 00000 0 000

@
oooooooooooo 00000 0 000

ooooooooooooo

0000000000000
------------
0000000000000
------------
0000000000000
------------

L4
.
-
.
4
.
-
3
L4
*
-
LJ
L
o
L

v
-
*
[
*
°
.
[
*
-
.
[
|
®
]
®

0000000000000
------------
0000000000000
oooooooooooo
ooooooooooooo
oooooooooooo
0000000000000
------------
0000000000000
oooooooooooo
0000000000000
oooooooooooo
0000000000000
nnnnnnnnnnnn
0000000000000
nnnnnnnnnnnn
ooooooooooooo

v
[] [}
°
L) [}
.
[} []
.
[} [}
*
L] [}
[ 3
L ] [}
L
[} []
.
[} [}
*
[] [}
[
o [}
.
[} []
*
[} [}
[ ]
0. LJ
0. ]
O. o
0. L J
0. L
L]
(J
(]

-
.
.
»
.
»
°
»
B
2
.
»
.
»
o
»
B
L)
.
[ ]
.
»
°
|
(J
..
..
..
..
..
'.
L

000000000000
------------------------
0000000000000000000000000
------------------------
00000000000000000000000000000
oooooooooooooooooooooooo
0000000000000000000000000
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
0000000000000000000000000
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
0000000000000000000000000
------------------------
0000000000000000000000000
------------------------
00000000000000000000000
------------------------
0000000000000000000000000
------------------------
ooooooooooooooooooooooooo
oooooooooooooooooooooooo
ooooooooooooooooooooooooo
oooooooooooooooooooooooo
ooooooooooooooooooooooooo
------------------------
oooooooooooooooooooooooo
---------------------
oooooooooooooooooooooo
....................
000000000000000000000
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
000000000000000000000
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
0000000000000000000000
----------------------
0000000000000000000000000
------------------------
0000000000000000000000000

Orchestra Wellington presents Enemy of the State
at 7:30pm on Saturday the 18™ of October at the
Michael Fowler Centre. The programme spans
new music, Romantic lyricism, and one of the
most incendiary works in Shostakovich’s career,
performed by outstanding guest artists.

The concert opens with the New Zealand premiere
of John Psathas’ Next Planet, commissioned by the
Tonhalle Dusseldorf and Dusseldorf Symphony for
their award-winning Green Mondays project, which
links music to pressing social and environmental
Issues. Psathas’ work responds to the billions
poured into Mars exploration, a venture he
contrasts with the immediate, transformative
Impact such resources could have if invested

here on Earth. As Psathas explains, “My work was
subsequently triggered by the self-aggrandising
heroes who are intent on spending billions in
taking a few people to Mars, rather than invest
that same money in improving life here on Earth -
which they could do dramatically, and immediately,
for all of humanity, with the staggering wealth
they’ve hoarded.”

The programme continues with Alexander
Glazunov’s Violin Concerto in A minor, a Romantic
masterpiece notable for its warmth and lyricism.
Composed in 1904, the concerto weaves together
heartfelt themes across its uninterrupted
movements, culminating in a brilliant solo cadenza
leading to the trumpet calls heralding the final
Allegro. Orchestra Wellington is delighted to
welcome back Benjamin Baker, violinist and artistic
director of At the World’s Edge Festival, to perform
this remarkable work.

Excerpts from Shostakovich’s opera Lady Macbeth
of Mtsensk, featuring internationally acclaimed
soprano Madeleine Pierard, will close the evening.
Premiered in January 1934 as a massive success,
in early 1936 the Russian newspaper Pravda
denounced the opera in an article titled Muddle
Instead of Music, sending Shostakovich’s life

Into a tailspin. The work was banned in the

Soviet Union for almost 30 years, until 1961.
Orchestra Wellington music director Marc Taddei
has crafted a suite tracing the journey of the
opera’s protagonist, Katerina, from isolation and
passion to betrayal and despair, combining arias
and orchestral interludes into a concentrated
symphonic portrait. Pierard’s powerful voice brings
Shostakovich’s heroine vividly to life, illuminating
both the work’s humanity and the reasons it
provoked such outrage.

Spothghtmg an untold battle

Photo by Matt Grace.

On the afternoon of the 19™ of November 2010,
New Zealand’s West Coast was wracked by tragedy
following a methane explosion in the Pike River
Mine. 29 people lost their lives, including Anna
Osborne’s husband and Sonya Rockhouse’s son.
Pike River, a new Aotearoa feature film, follows
their years-long untold battle for justice and
accountability alongside other Pike River families.

The film marks the return home to New Zealand

of three-time Emmy nominee Melanie Lynskey
(Yellowjackets, The Last of Us, Heavenly Creatures),
working alongside BAFTA-nominated New Zealand
actress Robyn Malcolm (After the Party, Far North,
Outrageous Fortune), Xena: Warrior Princess star
Lucy Lawless, and Tim Gordon (King Kong, District
9). Written by Fiona Samuel, Pike River was shot on
location in Mawhera Greymouth, Wellington, and
Auckland.

In the director’s chair is Kiwi Robert Sarkies (Out

of the Blue, Consent: The Louise Nicholas Story,
Scarfies), who is honoured to “bring the story home
to the families and community who survived it. At
the heart of the film are Sonya Rockhouse and
Anna Osborne, two Kiwi-as women whose unique
bond demonstrates the power of friendship in

the face of adversity. | can’t wait to share their
extraordinary story with audiences across New
/Zealand”.

Pike River premiered at the Sydney International
Film Festival in June to standing ovations. In its
New Zealand debut, it will first visit Greymouth for a
private screening for the Pike River families before
hitting Auckland. Wellington will have its turn on
the 18" of October at Embassy Theatre followed by
a Q&A with director Sarkies, members of the cast,
and special guests Osborne and Rockhouse.

Those who can’t make the premiere can catch Pike
River in cinemas across the motu from the 30™ of
October.

SNIPS

Volunteers needed

Breast Cancer Foundation NZ is calling on
Wellingtonians to volunteer for its Pink Ribbon
Street Appeal, taking place on Friday the 17
and Saturday the 18™ of October. You can sign
up to collect for the charity at pinkribbon
volunteer.org.nz until midday on the 16" of
October.

Hill closures

One week of night closures will commence from
Sunday the 12% to Thursday the 16" of October
between 9pm and 4pm on State Highway 2
Remutaka Hill. Road maintenance will also be
underway along SH2 in Upper Hutt at the same
time. Escorted crossings for light vehicles are
available once per night in each direction, with
bookings essential at nzta.govt.nz

Celebrating 60
Porirua has just celebrated its 60™" birthday! On

the 2" of October 1965, it officially became a
city when its population hit 20,000 people, the
official threshold at the time. Today, Porirua is
home to 61,800 people.
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Thrilling and thunderous

by Alessia Belsito-Riera
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“It's hardly surprising that Mozart described the
organ as the ‘King of Instruments’, virtuoso
organist Kemp English beams. “Its versatility and
range of tonal colours allows the performance of
almost any kind of music, from the softest sounds to
thrilling fortissimo climaxes”.

The renowned Kiwi organist, who believes organ
concerts should be fun, gave concerts in Auckland,
Dunedin, and Adelaide in 2024 to celebrate the 20*
anniversary of his Stormin’ Norma CD trilogy. This
year, it's Wellington’s turn to host English on the 18"
of October when he will play the newly restored Croft
organ at St Andrew’s on The Terrace.

“IThe Croft Organ Company] were the benchmark

In New Zealand organ building for more than half a
century”, English says. “The quality of their building
technigues and the materials used have left a legacy
hard to match. The South Island Organ Company’s
restoration of the Croft organ in St Andrew’s on The
Terrace helps to keep this legacy alive”.

Filling the strings role at Terrace Dynamics: Pipes
& Strings is violinist Yuka Eguchi, who will join
English in a scintillating, soothing, thrilling, and
thunderous programme featuring works by Johann
Sebastian Bach, Louis James Alfred Lefébure-Wély,
Alan Rawsthorne, Mons Leidvin Takle, Alex Lithgow,
William Lloyd Webber, and more.

“Both instruments work superbly well together and
will add an extra special magic to the performance”,
English adds. Tune in to his signhature mix of high-
octane musicianship and quirky humour.

A lightbulb in the universe
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e l Daniel Nodder.

Despite what the title suggests, Only Bones is
infinitely more. The intricate work of physical
theatre devoid of any spoken word or a single set
piece and starring just one human and a lightbulb
spans the width and breadth of the universe and
dances hand in hand with the fickle mistress that
IS time, taking audiences on a journey from the Big
Bang to the invention of fire to a primordial hand
pallet with upbeat jazz.

-rom within a small circle on the floor, performer
Daniel Nodder dances, clowns, and bends with
jelly-like movement to an original score as part

of the 11™ iteration of The Only Bones Project.
Created by award-winning physical and circus
performer Thom Monckton (The Artist, The King of
Taking), the project is designed to challenge and
celebrate physical performers.

“We have such a wealth of talented physical
performers in this world and | wanted to create
something that celebrates the weird, wacky, and
wonderful things they can do,” Monckton says.
“The restrictions are a key part of that. It means
that the performers can’t rely on a big set or fancy
tech, all they have is their body and their creativity.”

This latest version created by Nodder, who says
seeing Monckton’s original in 2018 changed his
ife, recently took home two awards at the San
Diego International Fringe Festival and four at
Dunedin Fringe Festival 2025. For its next trick,
Only Bones will contort into Wairarapa Events
Centre on the 15" of October.
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AIR FORCE
IN CONCERT

featuring Hollie Smith

9 November 2025, 2:30pm
Michael Fowler Centre, Wellington
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Book now at Ticketmaster
*Booking fees apply.

ticketmaster-
@ PHANTOM

19 -29 November

Te Whaea National Dance
égﬁll-voNl_D & Drama Centtre, Wellington
OF
DANCE

Kia korero te katoa
o te tinana

Tickets $20 - $47.50
nzschoolofdance.ac.nz

NZSD contempordry. dance student,
Molly Walker. PhotofyaStephen A'Court.

“Succession meets Barbie" Written by
EMILY SHEEHAN

Directed by
LYNDEE-JANE RUTHERFORD

Starring

MEL DODGE
(PRIMA FACIE)
TARA CANTON

{(AFTER THE PARTY)

@TIRCA, 11 Oct - 8 Nov

THEATRE Ccirca.co.nz|04.801°7992-
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Full throttle rock 'n’ roll

The fifth anniversary year of the Come Together
series is about to serve up its next instalment: an
epic concert that celebrates Led Zeppelin Il in all
its blazing glory. On October the 16" at The Opera
House, a juggernaut of Kiwi rock royalty will take
to the stage to play the alobum track by track in its
entirety, with an additional bonus set of Led Zep
deep cuts and classic hits.

Led Zeppelin 11 (1969) is, hands down, one of the
heaviest, hardest-hitting aloums ever made. Their
second studio alobum and first number one, it
includes Whole Lotta Love and Ramble On and has
been certified 12-times platinum by the Recording
Industry Association of America. It is regularly cited
as one of the greatest and most influential aloums
of all time.

Here to shred it out for Wellington audiences are
Jennie Skulander of Devilskin fame [pictured],
Julia Deans, Seamus Johnson, Milan Borich,
Brett Adams, Matthias Jordan, Mike Hall, Alistair
Deverick, Finn Scholes, and more of our most
accomplished musos.

Aotearoa’s most successful rock series ever started
its milestone fifth year with Live Rust by Neil Young
in June, tackled Pink Floyd’s The Dark Side of the
Moon in August, and wraps up the season with Led
Zeppelin Il. But there’s one more party planned for
2025, and it’s one you won’t want to miss. Mark
December the 4" down in your calendars for Come
Together: Big End of Year Bash, which will ignite
The Opera House stage with the ultimate Kiwi vs Oz
rock showdown.

Smashing songs from Sloth

by Madelaine Empson
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In 1995, Pumpkmhead released their debut album
Sloth, “the sound of a band that’s already found

its feet” (Kevin List, Rip It Up). Compressing the
Christchurch quintet’s “live energy into a head-
spinning whirlpool of fierce punky rock, powerful pop,
and tempo-hopping Faith No More-style metal” (NZ
Herald), the critically acclaimed album and single

| Like made their mark on the New Zealand charts
and saw the rockers “writing, recording, and playing
as many gigs as we could”, having “a whole bunch of
fun” along the way, drummer Jason Peters says.

30 years on and for their first official tour since the
90s - “quite the treat and never to be repeated”

- Pumpkinhead will reunite for three exclusive
Aotearoa shows this spring.

Back then, Pumpkinhead “rode the wave of alt
grunge metal, taking inspiration from a plethora of
incredible bands from that time both locally and
iInternationally.” Today, Peters goes “to shows with
my daughter and she introduces me to cool new
bands like Turnstile and Loathe, so it’s all come full
circle.”

“We were pretty epic live back in the day, the
fountain of youth was flowing through us”, Peters
laughs, adding the band all have families and
mortgages now. But while the Meow show on the
10" of October might not have that same kind of
manic energy, “we are really looking forward to
smashing out songs from Sloth and with support
from awesome bands like Pull Down The Sun and
Infinity Ritual, the gig will be noisy, groovy, and
bombastic I'm sure”.

>tep outta your stra\tjacket _

Photo by Danny Carr.

Lord Rochester’s sound is stylish, stripped-back,
pulsating with driving rhythms and rock ‘n’ roll.
Where the Bo Diddley beat meets the maraca-
powered shuffle of Chuck Berry and the electric
energy of Jimmy Reed, the Scottish band has been
described as “a breath of fresh air” (UK Rock&Roll
Magazine) and “Delicious.”

That minor sentence sums it up perfectly and
comes from a Reservoir Droogs review of their

gig in Glasgow, where “As one song gave way to
another it was very easy to step outside of the
straightjacketed constraints of modern life and just
let yourself go.”

Lord Rochester has bewitched audiences across
Japan, Australia (twice), Mexico, Europe, and the
UK - including, of course, Scotland, where they’ve
played from the Borders to Aberdeenshire, the
Central Belt to the Highlands, not forgetting the
Shetland Islands. Now, it’s our turn.

Gretsch Electromatic guitarist, vocalist, and
harmonica player Russell Wilkins (The Milkshakes,
The Delmonas, The Len Bright Combo, The
Wildebeests) and bassist and vocalist Saskia
Holling (Sally Skull, The Nettelles, Thee Girl Fridays)
are set to shred the stage at Abandoned Taproom
Petone on the 16" of October. It’ll be the Aotearoa
debut for the three-piece, who find local drummers
to join them on tour. In the North Island, they're
playing with one-man blues explosion Dirtbag, who
will also be a support act.

“We met and played with him in Sydney last year
and he’s a true maraca breaker”, Wilkins winks.

The Harvest Moon rises agam

Six men walk into a pergola... it’s Wellington-based
Americana and country band Harvest Moon! The
tight-knit group is known for their good-natured
humour (that bar joke came from them not us)

and exceptional talent - the kind that has them
playing 13 instruments between them, including
dobro, accordion, piano, banjo, guitars, and the
unique pedal steel, a signature sound of the genre.
Onstage, all of this rolls into an evening of timeless
Americana music, sweet harmonies, toe-tapping
tunes, and heartfelt renditions of songs by the likes
of Johnny Cash, John Prine, Buddy Miller, Vince Gill,
and other American songwriting greats.

The next time you can catch Harvest Moon is for
a special performance on the 11™ of October at
Wairarapa Events Centre, where the band was
due to appear back in February. That show was
cancelled at the last minute due to the sudden
passing of their much-loved bandmate Phil Hope.

“That was a very tough time for all of us,” keys player
Wayne Mills says. “Phil was not only a wonderful
musician but also a dear friend.”

Since then, Harvest Moon has welcomed well-
known and respected Wellington bassist Frits Stigter
into the fold. Alongside him, the rest of the band
continue to bring their fine musicianship and shared
passion for the music to the stage.

“We're grateful to still have the chance to return

to the Wairarapa and share our music with a
community that’s always been so supportive of our
shows.”

‘Back to contents |
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Milestone memories

Photo by Rhapsody Pictures.

First strumming onto the Wellington music scene
on Labour Weekend in 1965, the Wellington Folk
Festival will celebrate its 60" anniversary on its
customary public holiday weekend between the 24
and the 27" of October.

Born out of the folk revival of the 1960s in the UK
and USA, what is affectionately known as Wellyfest
IS now the longest-running folk festival in Aotearoa.
In 1966 the festival was held over Queen’s Birthday
and from then it was held on that weekend for
decades in a variety of venues around Wellington.
But, in 1996, it reverted back to Labour Weekend
and found its new home at the bush-clad Brookfield
Outdoor Education Centre in Wainuiomata, where
the bands still strike up to this day. This campsite
area means attendees can stay overnight, so
jamming can continue as long as they can stay
awake!

Over the years Wellyfest has evolved to include
dance, activities for tamariki and rangatanhi,
workshops, blackboard concerts, open mics, a
festival choir, and informal sessions. It becomes
a village for the weekend, complete with craft and
food stalls, onsite catering, and kitchens.

Musical guests will flock to the folk fest from
Australia, Auckland, Waikato, and Wellington,
joining a programme alongside Adam & Marika,
Fiona Ross, Klezmer Rebs, Rhys Crimmin, We
Mavericks [pictured], The Trenwiths, and many
more. To celebrate 60 years, a special concert
will be held on Saturday, plus the usual Saturday
ceilidh and Sunday headliner concert will remain
highlights.

Flooding hearts

Noye’s Fludde, Benjamin Britten’s beloved opera,
seamlessly casts professional musicians with
children and community performers to retell the
story of Noah’s Ark. First performed in 1958, the
joyful work will flood into Wellington Cathedral of St
Paul on the 17" and 18" of October.

The inventive score calls for bugles, recorders, and
even household objects, alongside singers and
orchestra. Wellington will see professional soloists
Robert Tucker and Maaike Christie-Beekman as Mr
and Mrs Noye posting up alongside young soloists
and musicians, a children’s chorus featuring
tamariki from a dozen Wellington schools, and
members of the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra.
Animations and animal masks will be designed by
cathedral artist-in-residence Matthew Lawrence and
handbells will be rung by Samuel Marsden Collegiate
School students, while acclaimed New Zealand
Opera director Jacqueline Coats and the cathedral’s
director of music Michael Stewart will take on the
roles of stage and musical directors respectively.

Stewart is overjoyed to be at the helm of a rangatahi-
centric performance, saying that in Noye’s Fludde,
“children are celebrated and given a platform to
shine”.

Coats is thrilled to connect with a new generation
of singers and introduce them to the work. “Its
popularity and appeal endures, | think, because
of its central message of hope, and through the
creative way that it brings the community together
to make music. The joy that it brings, both to

the singers, instrumentalists, and audience, is
infectious!”

Celebrate our region’s people, places, and stories
during Wellington Heritage Festival. Running

over 22 days and featuring more than 170

events between the 18" of October and the 9" of
November, this annual volunteer-led, community-
sourced culture and heritage festival spotlights our
wacky, wild, and wondrous Wellington.

With tours, workshops, performances, and
exhibitions happening across the capital, into the
suburbs, up through the Hutt Valley and Porirua,
and beyond into Kapiti and the Wairarapa, the
festival brings history to life for all ages. Whether
you're keen to delve into mana whenua stories

at breathtaking marae, discover architectural
wonders on your doorstep, or participate in hands-
on heritage workshops, attending any Wellington
Heritage Festival event is like stepping into a time
machine.

In 2025, the Wellington Heritage Festival will once
again use its successful focus weekend system,
introduced in 2024. This approach groups most
events in a given weekend into a specific area,
making it easier for people to explore different
parts of the region. The 18" and 19" of October
will focus on Wellington City; Labour Weekend, the
25" to 27" October on the Kapiti Coast, Porirua,
and Tawa; the 1%t and 2" of November on the

Hutt Valley; and the 8" and 9™ of November on
Wairarapa.

“Wellington Heritage Festival has become a
mainstay for celebrating our people, places, and
stories,” chief executive and festival director Alex
Hockley says. “The growth we've seen over these
last years shows the passion of the community,
and the ongoing interest in, and importance of, our
shared heritage.”

Plan your adventure through time by checking out
the exciting 2025 programme at
www.wellingtonheritagefestival.co.nz

‘ WELLINGTON HERITAGE FESTIVAL 180cCT - 9 NOV 2025

150+ EVENTS
ACROSS THE WELLINGTON REGION

Talks, tours, walks, exhibitions, performances, and so much more.
Celebrating the people, places, and stories that shaped our region.

Wel I i ntO n H eritaeFeStiva I «NZ Discover events, book tickets, and plan your Festival experience
itgae RoOtary ok uhy Ptk c; tar i


https://www.wellingtonheritagefestival.nz
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Succession meets Barbie

by Madelaine Empson

Photo by Mark Tantrum.

The team who brought you the award-winning play
Prima Facie return to Circa Theatre with a timely
tale of the pressures women face in their political,
public, and private lives. Monument by Emily
Sheehan will have its New Zealand premiere from
the 11" of October to the 9™ of November and is
set in a lush presidential suite, where Edith Aldridge
- the youngest woman to be elected leader of her
country — has just 90 minutes to get ready for the
most monumental day of her life. With Edith’s team
stuck in another city due to heavy fog, 22-year-old
makeup artist Rosie is deployed from the David
Jones counter. Though face to face, the two women
do not see eye to eye in this slick, provocative play.

Starring Mel Dodge and Tara Canton, Monument is
directed by Lyndee-Jane Rutherford, who calls it “a
theatrical high-wire act”.

“Over 100 minutes, the makeup is applied right
there live on stage in real time. And here’s the
twist: the actor playing the makeup artist isn't a
trained professional makeup artist. That means the
stakes are even higher - she has to deliver a full,
emotionally charged performance while also pulling
off the meticulous task of applying makeup in front
of the audience.”

“Working with such talented actors on a script that
Is funny, moving, and full of surprises has been an
absolute delight”, Rutherford says. “Monument
explores the ways we shape each other and the
power we have to create change. My ultimate hope?
That after seeing it, people feel inspired to step up,
speak out, and vote.”

| 00Se cannon

If you haven’t heard of internet and social media
sensation Rory Lowe yet, consider his first-ever
New Zealand tour your introduction.

Bringing chaos to Abandoned Taproom Petone
on the 18™ of October, the award-winning Aussie
comedian with over 475,000 TikTok followers
and 2.2 million YouTube subscribers as part of
YeahMad is ready to take Aotearoa by storm with
his high-energy, off-the-wall show. Lowe is fresh
from sold-out tours across Australia and Asia and
has his first comedy special on the way, so he’s
prepped and primed to unleash mayhem in New
/ealand.

With a reputation for unpredictability, quick

wit, and genuine connection with his audience,
Lowe is known for his fearless storytelling and
manic stage presence. He is raw, real, and wholly
unpredictable. His stand-up blends outrageous
real-life adventures with razor-sharp crowd work
and unfiltered honesty. He may seem like just a
man with a mic, but once he opens his mouth
you'll think he’s lived a thousand lives. From
getting arrested for terrorism, to snitching on a
meth head, getting married to failing miserably at
quitting the party life, Lowe’s real-life tales are as
ridiculous as they are hilarious.

Releasing rapid-fire jokes, Lowe never misses
when it comes to making his audiences explode
with l[aughter. Join this loose cannon’s legions of
fans as he invades New Zealand with his arsenal
of comedic grenades.

30 Oct - 8 Nov

St James Theatre

A timeless
celebration of
family, fantasy and
Christmas magic.



https://www.rnzb.org.nz
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Advice from Alan
Poor performance mistakes

by Alan Knowsley, consultant, Rainey Collins Lawyers

There are genuine poor
performance issues that an
employer is required to address
with an employee. However, a
fallure to adhere to the required
process and act reasonably sees
employers caught out and facing
grievances on a regular basis.
From my experience, the seven
most common mistakes employers make are:

1. Failing to deal with matters early enough.
Point out fairly the reasonable standards that are
expected, and help the employee get to them.

2. Failing to undertake a performance improvement
process. This should be to improve the employee’s
performance, not manage them out.

3. Failing to allow for support persons. Employees
have the right to have a support person or
representative to help them through the process
and be present and speak for them during
performance meetings.

4. Failing to record the outcomes of meetings. Notes
should be taken about what was discussed, and
what the employee and employer have agreed to

do in order to rectify the performance issues. This
reduces misunderstandings.

5. Failing to provide support or training. This may
include training courses, mentoring, examples of
the standard of work expected, and other resources
related to performance of their role. Dealing with
untrue claims as to experience and skills is a
disciplinary issue handled separately.

6. Failing to measure and document progress.
Detailed notes should be kept regarding
performance at the beginning, during, and at

the end of the improvement process. Keep the
employee informed of progress or lack of progress
throughout the process.

/. Failing to act in good faith. This covers all
meetings and actions that an employer may
undertake (or omit) during the performance
process. It includes the failure to provide adequate
support or time for the employee to improve, and
having unrealistic or inconsistent expectations for
their employees.

It is vital the performance process is carried out
correctly to avoid grievances for disadvantage or
unfair dismissal.

Cosmic conversations
Worlds beyond the Solar System

by Richard Hall, astronomical communicator

1 Our planet Earth, along with a
number of other worlds, orbits
a star that we call the Sun. In
theory, a planetary system is

1 a natural by-product of star
formation. Thus, every star
should be accompanied by a
retinue of planets. However,
until recently we did not have
the technology to detect them.

This has all changed with discoveries made by
giant space telescopes. We can currently confirm
the existence of almost 6000 planets around other
stars. Many more await confirmation. Think about
it. Our galaxy contains approximately 150,000
million stars. If only one in a thousand of these
stars has a planet similar to the Earth in size,
mass, and climate, Earth-like worlds must number
more than a hundred million. And, that is just in
our galaxy.

Where do we look to find these other Earths? The
answer is... right on our doorstep! When you have
a clear, dark evening sky, go out and look for the
Southern Cross. On a spring evening, it is in the
south-west. You can identify the Cross by the two
bright ‘Pointer stars’ that follow it around the sky.

The brighter of the two Pointer stars is Alpha
Centauri. It is the third brightest star in the sky and
shines with a yellow-white hue. The other Pointer,
Agena, is blue-white. The Pointers appear to be
close to each other, but this is an illusion. Agena

IS a giant star, 526 light-years distant, while Alpha
Centauri appears brilliant because, on a cosmic
scale, it is close to us. Its distance is just 4.4 light-
years.

| have always had a fascination for this star. Not
just because it is close to us, but because it has
the potential to support another Earth-like world.
There are, however, some major differences
between the Solar System and the Alpha Centauri
System.

Alpha Centauri is a glorious system of two suns
that orbit around each other in a period of 79.8
years. One star is a little brighter than our sun, the
other a little fainter. In addition, Alpha is a billion
years older than our Solar System.

It has been recently confirmed that a planet similar
to Saturn orbits around the brighter star. Other
planets appear to be present around both stars,
and work continues 