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News
Da ﬂ Ce tO Th|S by Alessia Belsito-Riera

Amoeba Geezer. Photo by Ethan Duck.

My My My! has Poneke drag princess Foxy
Cleptopatra got a show in store for you Angel Baby.
For the next instalment of her drag series dedicated
to celebrating a different musical artist every month,
Foxy presents an ode to Aussie pop king Troye Sivan.

Sivan’s style, dubbed as “layered electropop with
constant tinges of EDM” by The Guardian, takes
inspiration from the likes of Cher, Madonna, Miley
Cyrus, Robyn, and Lady Gaga, as well as Ariana
Grande and Christina Aguilera for some of his later
work.

“Those are my gay icons, which is a bit strange,”
Sivan tells Wonderland. “l| would have loved to have
had more queer music growing up. That would have
been nice.”

So he made it himself!

“| chose Troye specifically as to many queer people
of a younger generation he is an icon,” Foxy says.
“To be so well established in mainstream media
and pop culture, especially in Australasia as a queer
person, is inspiring and important to be seen and
celebrated.”

Described as a drag show that’s essentially a mini
concert, Troye Sivan Drag Show at Ivy Bar & Cabaret
on the 6™ of June features the performance prowess
of Amoeba Geezer, Judas Kiss, and the current
reigning Mx Capital Faux Femm, sporting “their

best crop singlets and loose-fitting bottoms.... And
pants”, Foxy giggles.

“I hope, as always, the audience will remember the
safe, fun space that the show creates and

that inspires them to challenge the societal
constraints of gender,” Foxy adds. “As always, drag
IS a protest.”

Transfixed, transported, timeless

Photo by Samuel Hess.

With Jessica Pratt returning to Aotearoa to weave
her wistful, timeless magic, Meow Nui audiences
can be transported back to a lost era when songs
worked their way into your heart and under your
skin on the 10™ of June.

The California songwriter crosses the stormy
seas to New Zealand on the back of her critically
acclaimed fourth album Here in the Pitch, her
time here markedly different from the intimate
solo shows she played almost a decade ago
thanks to feverish praise she’s collected from the
music community in the time since.

Since her self-titled debut landed in 2012, Pratt
has been steadily cultivating a devoted and
adoring following. The folk singer’'s 2015 album
On Your Own Love Again kicked things up a notch,
with cult favourite hit Back, Baby later being
sampled by Troye Sivan. Quiet Songs (2019)
heralded a new era for Pratt. Her fourth and latest
album follows a natural trajectory into perfectly
crafted vintage studio sounds.

With Here In The Pitch described as “retro

pop with the feel of a forgotten classic” by The
Guardian and reviews consistently churning out
adjectives like sublime, exemplary, classic, and
transfixing, Pratt’s essence is perfectly captured
by Tony Stamp of RNZ when he says she “can
conjure up a whole world with just her voice and
guitar”.

Joining Pratt in Poneke is Lyttelton’s own
songsmith Ben Woods. Often compared to the
likes of Scott Walker, Sparklehorse, and even Tall
Dwarfs, he has been praised as being “a weirdly
accessible, creaky-yet-meticulous marvel” (The
Quietus).

Travel worlds, leap through time, and fly through
the stratosphere with Jessica Pratt.
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Double Glaze your existing single glazed timber and aluminium
windows retaining the original look.

DO ONE ROOM OR THE WHOLE HOUSE

e Broken Windows e Window + Door e Splash-Backs
e Frameless Showers Maintenance e Petdoors
e Mirrors e Table-Tops

Call today for a free onsite assessment and quotation!
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Pakawau Beach Park is found at the Northern end of Golden Bay.
We are surrounded by natures wonders and beauty.

Your Hosts,
Come and pitch your tent, park your camper van or

stay in one of our beach front cabins. Relax on the ga%@q g%_
beach or have a crack at fishing.
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Diamona dippea

Photo by Maeve O’Connell.

The Tiwhas are hosting a hakari (feast) that will
feed your wairua (soul) and your puku (stomach) in
celebration of the Maori New Year!

Wellington’s own four-piece drag queen Maori
beat girl collective returns to Circa Theatre's foyer
from the 18" to the 28™ of June with A Matariki
Spectacular, their dazzling diamond-dipped
cabaret that celebrates te Matahi o te Tau in
glittering style.

With a new year and a new Circa foyer comes a
brand-new show. Audiences will be treated to a
celestial cabaret journey over dinner led by the
radiant queens of the cosmos: Dame Jthan, Pania,
Slay West, and Tina Coco Couture. Joining them
onstage is the stellar Ngati Tiwha ensemble -
Hayden Taylor, Tom Knowles, and Kree Matthews
- blending kapa haka, choreography, storytelling,
and live vocals that will get you dancing out of your
seat.

Bringing together kai, song, remembrance, and
joy wrapped up in a sparkling celebration of te
Tau Hou Maori and mana takatapui, The Tiwhas:
A Matariki Spectacular will feature waiata Maori,
pop anthems, and nostalgic hits, all delivered
with signature Tiwhas flair - glitz, glamour, and a
whole lotta aroha. Accompanying the performance,
and with your main meal included in your ticket,
IS a bespoke Matariki-themed menu crafted by
Chouchou Brasserie, Bar & Restaurant - Circa
Theatre’s new eatery.

Grab your whanau and bring your appetite, the
stars have aligned for The Tiwhas: A Matariki
Spectacular. Manawatia a Matariki!

Multi-hyphenate MonoNeon

Photo by Logan Schaal.

When Flea of the Red Hot Chili Peppers calls you
“the greatest f**king electric bass player” and
you have a GRAMMY® Award to show for it, then
you Know you've made It.

The bassist, singer-songwriter, and experimental
musician in question is MonoNeon. And
fortunately for Wellington audiences, the
Memphis, Tennessee-born virtuoso will be playing
San Fran on the 10™ of June along his | Want
Snacks & Gifts Tour.

“From avant-garde to southern soul, funk, and
all notes in between, MonoNeon’s astounding
musical range, tone, and taste are always on full
display,” says world-class guitar manufacturer
Fender under their custom bass collaboration
with the artist, adding that he “collaborated with
Prince, recorded Making a Movie with Ne-Yo, and
won a GRAMMY for Best Rap Album with Nas”.

MonoNeon’s sound can best be described as a
combination of dissonance and unpredictable
phrasing that is heavily influenced by Southern
soul, blues, and funk. While right-handed, he
plays left-handed on an upside-down, right-
handed bass guitar to heavily bend on the

upper strings, which gives him his signature
slapping technique. Another trademark is turning
randomness, mistakes, and impromptu ideas into
spontaneous, usable, and intentional riffs.

Unique in every sense of the word and with more
awards, accolades, and festival features under
his belt than frets on his bass, catch the multi-
hyphenate MonoNeon live and at his fluorescently
fantastic best.

SNIPS

Awards announced

After a month of NZ International Comedy
Festival goodness, Hoani Hotene took home the
prestigious Yellow Towel for the Billy T Award,
while Angella Dravid was named the 2025

Fred Award winner, receiving the iconic Golden
Gumboot. Both will receive a cash grant of
$5000 from the New Zealand Comedy Trust.

Hugh Sinclair Park

Hutt City Council has unveiled a preliminary
masterplan to improve Hugh Sinclair Park in
Wainuiomata and wants to hear what the public
has to say about it. You can view the masterplan
and provide feedback until 5pm on the 9 of
June at hutt.city/hughsinclair

Iwi invest in new medical centre

Ngati Kahungunu ki Wairarapa Tamaki nui-a-Rua
has confirmed its purchase of the old Masterton
Hospital site and an agreement with Masterton
Medical to build a new medical centre. The
healthcare facility will be adjacent to Masterton
Medical’s current premises, behind Wairarapa
Hospital on Te Ore Ore Road.
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Sweat as much as you want this
wintér for just $23/Week

Wellington's most advanced Infrared
sauna and cold plunge facility is open
right through Matariki.

For a limited time we are offering
unlimited saunas between Monday
and Friday, for just $23 per week.
(Conditions apply)

www.runponeke.nz
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Saturday 14" June, 8:00pm Friday 20%* June, 7:30pm

General admission $30 General admission $30
Tickets from eventbrite Tickets from Humanitix

11 Logan Street, &@6’/% Phone

Upper Hutt UPPER HOTT 04 529 0009

reception@cossieclubs.org.nz | www.cossieclubs.org.nz
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Amplifying wahine

Artwork by Blair McLean.

Fresh, fearless, and full of heart, Wahine Auaha
shines a spotlight on the wit, creativity, and
storytelling power of women artists. Running from
the 4" to the 14" of June at Mana Little Theatre,
expect a celebration of local Wellington wahine
creatives burning bright in a showcase of short
plays and stand-up sessions.

From laugh-out-loud comedy to moving moments
of drama, three plays make up the theatrical
programme of the first-ever Wahine Auaha festival.

In Glitter Girl, an apparition darts through the crowd
at Rhythm & Vines 2014, and our protagonist falls
in love in this slice-of-life queer flirtation written
and directed by Emma Maguire.

Chrystal thinks her husband is having an affair -
wandering into a beauty salon in a rainstorm, she
contemplates confiding in Lindsay to help clear
her thoughts in Stormy Weather, a work written by
Cherol Filoee and directed by Yvonne Fisher.

Written and directed by Heidi Atkins, Stuck stars
Bridget, who is upset that the role of temporary
manager has been given to Simon and not her.
When they find themselves stuck in the office
together, things are about to become very
unstuck...

Accompanying the three plays each evening is MC
and comedian Miranda Camden alongside Emma
Ranson and Katy Borrows in alternation to keep the
giggles and guffaws gushing.

An energetic and empowering celebration of local
talent and theatrical innovation, Wahine Auaha
shares women’s stories with humour, honesty, and
heart.

Paging all passengers...
1

|

s WY [
Gregory Lorenzutti.

This is your final boarding call for the last plane
hurtling out of Earth.

Strap in for a ferocious adventure through form,
genre, and the realms of reality with a crew
hellbent on reimagining what First Nations
performance can be in A Nightime Travesty.

Join the acclaimed motley crew A Daylight
Connection in an epic vaudevillian musical
nightmare that's equal parts sardonic, cheeky,
and heartbreaking. Who will survive this wild ride
and its unruly passengers? Can flight attendant
Angel defeat God’s Greatest Gift in a battle for the
ultimate prize?

The nonstop riot of music, parody, and political
ounch makes its Aotearoa premiere as part of

Ala Mau Festival’s He Ngaru Nui programme,
nydroplaning across the Tasman Sea from Naarm
Melbourne before blasting off from Poneke’s
Hannah Playhouse between the 12™" and 14"

of June. What lands in Te Whanganui-a-Tara is

a revamped version of the smash-hit, sold-out
production from co-creators and performers
Kamarra Bell-Wykes (Jagera/Butchulla) and Carly
Sheppard (Wallangamma and Takalaka Tribes

of North Queensland), featuring performer Zach
Blampied (Yorta Yorta/Wiradjuri) alongside them on
stage and Stephen Nicolazzo in the director’s chair.

With explosions, zany costumes, gruesome
decapitations, existential horror, Blak humour,
romance, genocide, and a live band, A Nightime
Travesty is a fever dream, a perpetual party floating
in our neglected psyches. Will you hop on board?

Rocket men [anding

i

/. Photo by Paiil HowellPhotography.

Calling all tiny dancers: the piano men are coming
uptown with a performance both sequined and
sleek, sparkly and soulful. On the 14" of June, the
Upper Hutt Cosmopolitan Club will turn the lights
back on Cam and Sam for their award-winning New
Zealand tribute show Elton John vs Billy Joel.

“Elton and Billy toured a show called Face to Face
which first started in 1994 where they would

play and sing each other’s songs, share parts
and harmonies, and battle it out on the pianos”,
the musicians behind the concert explain. “With
this show we’'re paying tribute to these musical
legends, with some fun insights and stories as we
share our love for these tunes.”

With careers spanning two decades, Cam Crawford
and Sam Hyde are seasoned professionals, having
performed on national television, commercial
radio, and even graced the NZ Music Charts.

For this show, Cam fills the shoes of Billy Joel,
complete with his well-fitted suit and signature Ray-
Bans, while Sam gets flamboyant in Elton John’s
sparkly wings and glittering getups.

“We're taking the audience on a journey through
our favourite Elton John and Billy Joel songs,” they
beam, adding that they hope fans “come away
having had a fun night singing along and being
entertained to their favourite Elton and Billy tunes,
and also having rediscovered some they may have
forgotten”.

An extravaganza complete with captivating
costumes, two duelling grand pianos in black and
white, and plenty of fun banter throughout the
night, don’t miss your song at Elton John vs Billy
Joel.

Just Blinds

SANTAFE

Now Wellington agent for Santa Fe Shutters

Exciting new fabrics « Wide range of blinds ¢ Colour FREE
consultancy e Installation - Repairs 3 year guarantee measure

Showroom: 405 Hutt Road, Alicetown I
and quote!

Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-4.30pm, Sat 10am-2pm }

sales@justblinds.co.nz | Tel 04 472 9920 | www.justblinds.co.nz

ARANYTOHADINNDV

SAVEMART
Your Friendly Team for ‘Peace of Mind’ Motoring THE RECYCLED CLOTHING STORE
Is your vehicle travel ready? Where yow daess for ! eas
N\, | | OPEN 6 DAY rucs-sun

3000 fresh items arriving daily
at every SAVEMART

« Designer Fashions « Books « Family Clothing
« Bric a Brac - Footwear - Household Goods

Upper Hutt Store: 31-45 Lane Street, Wallaceville
R : ‘ . Porirua Store: 11 Commerce Crescent, Waitangirua
RS il Masterton Store: 48 Victoria Street
VEHICLE SERVICING AND REPAIRS FOR Levin Store: 20 Cambridge Street South
EUROPEAN AND JAPANESE VEHICLES Palmerston North Store: 46 West Street

143 GRANT ROAD, THORNDON, WELLINGTON For more information visit

PH: 04-385 0060 | motorworxwgtn@outlook.com
WWW.motorworx.co.nz

www.savemart.co.nz
Or call 09 622 1759
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Someday they'|l appear

It’s been a massive few months for Aussie indie
rock five-piece Ball Park Music - Sam Cromack,
Jennifer Boyce, Paul Furness, Dean Hanson, and
Daniel Hanson - who released their eighth studio
album Like Love in April. Since their critically
acclaimed debut Happiness and Surrounding
Suburbs in 2011, the band has secured six
consecutive Top 10 ARIA Album Chart spots, with
three of those records debuting at number two and
a further four going platinum.

The much-anticipated, multidimensional Like Love
debuted at number one. Where the title track
shows a softer side of the multi-award-winning,
critically acclaimed band, songs like the upbeat
Please Don’t Move To Melbourne will have fans
singing along while Coast Is Clear buoys with
hope, its beautiful, building rhythm begging that
“someday you'll appear”.

In celebration of the new album, the band set
out on a massive 30-date tour of Australia and
Aotearoa in May and will be on the road till July.

“This run will see us return to many of our favourite
venues in the country as well as making it to New
Zealand for some of our first-ever proper headline
shows”, they beam. “The new record has seen us
explore a more tender, introspective side of our
band and we're excited to redesign our show to
accommodate this, as well as all our usual faves
for the stage.”

Check the Coast Is Clear and head to San Fran to
party with Ball Park Music on the 6™ of June.

A plus B equals...

Mark Saturday the 7% of June in your calendars.
Auckland post-punk outfit Swallow the Rat will blast
to Moon in Newtown with their brand-new EP Face
Unpopular. Out on the 23 of May - the same day
they set out on their seven-centre New Zealand
release tour - the EP heralds an epic 18-date
European fall for Swallow the Rat this September.
But first, Wellington’s turn!

Face Unpopular comes off the back of the band’s
2024 sophomore album South Locust, which took
them from Texas to New York and back again.
Debuting at number seven on the Official Aotearoa
Music Charts, South Locust was wickedly summed
up by Muzic.NZ, who wrote “Swallow the Rat are
here, they've got something to say, and they're angry
about it”.

The EP features three blistering originals and a
remake of track two, MMA Math, by A Place to
Bury Strangers. Drummer and video-maker Hayden
Fritchley says, “MMA Math is essentially the
realisation that A plus B does not always equal C,
especially when you remove context.”

“For recording we employed our usual approach
which is to bash it out in one or two takes then add
vocals”, Fritchley continues. “The visualiser for the
song is live footage from our show last year at The
Lost Well in Austin, TX. It was filmed by the Boston-
based collective Digital Awareness using real-time
video projections of the band put through various
analogue effects.” Watch it at full volume for a taste
of their psych-fuzz vibes - or better yet, swallow the
rat live!

Dripping with dreaa

by Madelaine Empson

Hailing from Aotearoa and now based in Berlin,
osych-fuzz troubadours Earth Tongue - Gussie
Larkin (Mermaidens) and Ezra Simons (Soft Bait,
Troy Kingi) — have unveiled their new album Great
Haunting. The self-described “horrifying rock
opera” harks and yowls back to New Zealand’s
dark tradition of occult metal and features nine
doom-soaked tracks dripping with dread.

Just one eerie example is the lead single
Nightmare, accompanied by an electrifying
montage of poltergeists in the kitchen, bloody
bodies on the bed, and rural ritualism (read: a
mind-bending music video directed by Levi Strauss
Cranston, shot by Simons on 16mm Kodak motion
picture film, and made with support from NZ On
Air).

Launched amidst a monstrous tour of Europe and
the UK, Great Haunting sees the duo nominated
for Te Tino Kahui Manu Taki o te Tau | Best Group
and Ta te Iwi | People’s Choice at the Aotearoa
Music Awards and is the album we can thank for
their nomecoming this month.

“We’re so excited to be coming home for these
shows”, Larkin tells me. “I think our NZ fans can
expect a classic Earth Tongue show with all the
heavy riffs they could dream of, but with a little
extra spice that has come from touring so much
overseas.”

“Particularly pumped to be bringing the noise to
the wonderful new Meow Nui” this June, Earth
Tongue will be tearing it up on a rather auspicious
date... Friday the 13™! Fitting, for a band whose
cult-like gigs are the stuff of your most electric,
frenetic, hellishly hectic nightmares.

Taking Off

by Madelaine Empson

Herbert Zielinski started singing at just eight
years old as a founding member of Wellington
Young Voices. Of what spurred his passion for
music - and from such a young age - Zielinski
feels “very lucky” to have been surrounded by
musicians all his life.

“My mum and stepmum both sing or have sung

In choirs for decades, my dad is a singer and
guitarist, and | joined Wellington Young Voices
with my twin sister”, he tells me. “| suppose it was
the sense of community from the choir, the fact
that you're part of something larger than yourself,
and the result is so moving for singers and
audiences alike. From then | was lucky enough

to get singing and piano lessons, propelling me
through wonderful music experiences to be where
| am today.”

Where he is today is worth celebrating. Zielinski,
a classical singer at The New Zealand School of
Music - Te KokKi, has been awarded a scholarship
as the Tenor Choral Scholar at the grand and
gothic Wells Cathedral in the UK.

Starting in September, “The job means singing
eight services a week, each with new music and
very little time to learn it. I'll be singing music
from the Medieval period up to the present, in
Latin, German, French, and Italian as well as
English”, he delights, noting many more exciting
tasks, learning opportunities, and adventures in
store.

Before Zielinski departs, he will perform a farewell
concert based around the song cycle Taking Off
by Aotearoa composer Janet Jennings, adapted
from the late Kiwi poet Brian Turner’s book of the
same name. Supported by Creative NZ and with
Kathryn Mosley accompanying on piano, Zielinski
will sing at

St Andrew’s on the Terrace on Saturday the 14 of
June at 7pm.

‘Back to contents |
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Broader, deeper

Photo by lan Laidlaw.

Te Whare Tiwekaweka, Marlon Williams’ debut
Maori language album, drew its first breath on

the 4™ of April when it was released across major
streaming platforms. It comes to life again along the
acclaimed Kiwi singer-songwriter’s 11-date Aotearoa
album tour, which settles into the capital’s St James
Theatre on the 7" and 8" of June.

Performing alongside his longtime band The Yarra
Benders with support from KOMMI, Williams says
that the whakatauki (saying) that guided Te Whare
Tiwekaweka was ‘ko te reo Maori, he matapihi ki Te
Ao Maori’, which translates to ‘the Maori language is
a window to the Maori world’.

“Through the process of constructing these songs,
I've found a means of expressing my joys, SOrrows,
and humour in a way that feels both distinctly new
yet also connects me to my tipuna and my whenua,”
he says. “As a songwriter, | cherish simplicity, but as
a speaker of Maori, | had a bucketload of whakama
to push through before | could even approach my
friend KOMMI about helping me write songs in
Maori.”

The album is definitely a labour of love for the Kiwi
creative, who spent five years constructing it from
his hometown of Lyttelton where he reconnected
with friends and family after a globe-trotting decade
establishing his career.

His journey developing his ancestral tongue
unlocked both a newfound lyrical honesty and
a grand sonic vision. He hopes that the “music
may do the mahi that conversation cannot, and
that it may broaden and deepen our sense of
iInterconnectedness”.

Love Letterz celebrates words not just read, but
danced, sung, and lived. Part of Kia Mau Festival -
a festival at the forefront of contemporary Tangata
Whenua, Tangata Moana, and Indigenous art

In Aotearoa and beyond - this interdisciplinary
cabaret-style performance fills Te Whaea National
Dance and Drama Centre from the 4 to the 7™ of
June.

Curated by poet, composer, and classical singer
Cadence Chung, Love Letterz brings together four
artists in a genre-crossing creative cabaret that
showcases their raw talent and fresh perspectives.
Alongside the premiere of Chung’s own self-
composed song cycle set to the words of fellow
poet Jackson McCarthy, the bold and beautiful
programme includes intricate compositions from
rising contemporary classical music star Estella
Wallace, dance works from Weichu Huang marked
by a striking physicality, and evocative verses
from poet Joshua Toumu’a that are full of both
tenderness and power.

Dubbed an evening of poetry-inspired variety
performances, Love Letterz is at once fun, fearless,
and accessible. The world premiere season falls
under Kia Mau Festival’s He Toi Hou - New Works
programme. By providing a platform for fresh and
dynamic works to take shape, He Toi Hou celebrates
the spirit of creation, allowing artists and audiences
alike to explore authentic new voices, reimagine
traditions, and experience raw power.

Cross your T's, dot your I's, and seal Love Letterz
with a kiss.

Diamonas in the sky

by Richard Hall, astronomical communicator

The Pleiades, also known as The Seven Sisters,
Subaru, and Matariki is the brightest and most
celebrated cluster of stars in the sky. The cluster,
which is 444 light-years away, contains more than
1000 stars but only seven can be seen with the
unaided eye. The individual cluster stars are not
particularly bright, but seen together in a dark sky
they are quite prominent and look like a casket of
diamonds in the sky. In Greek mythology, they are
the daughters of the titans Atlas and Pleione. The
cluster’s name is almost certainly derived from
their mother.

The significance of the Pleiades is that, 5000
years ago, their dawn rising signaled the time

of the spring equinox. This event heralded the
return of life on Earth following the harsh Northern
Hemisphere winter. For the peoples of Europe and
Asia, it marked the beginning of the year. Great
temples, such as the Parthenon, were alignhed to
their rising.

The dawn rising of the Pleiades also sighaled the
opening of the sea lanes and the beginning of sea
trade for that year. It was a sign that it was safe

to undertake a sea voyage. They were known to
mariners as the Sailors Stars. When the stars rose
and the sea lanes opened, it was customary to
release pigeons. Consequently, the Pleiades also
became known as the Hen and Chicks.

When the migrations into the Pacific began, the
Polynesians took this New Year tradition with
them. In Aotearoa, the Pleiades are known as
Matariki (a name that comes from the phrase
‘Nga mata o te ariki Tawhirimatea’ or ‘the eyes of
the god Tawhirimatea’), and their dawn rising in
June heralds the beginning of the Maori New Year.
Matariki is usually figured as an old woman and
her six daughters. She was known as the ‘Food-
bringer’, because her dawn rising in June heralded
a time of plenty.

Tonight's the Night

Reb. Féuntain.

In 1979, American singer-songwriter Neil Young’s
Live Rust stayed at the top of the Aotearoa album
charts for 50 weeks. In 2025, Kiwi audiences will
have the opportunity to celebrate this landmark
anthology anew at Come Together: Live Rust.
Performed at the Opera House from cover to cover
by some of New Zealand’s finest on the 13 of
June, experience the raw energy of this iconic
album in a fresh, fiery, and fierce new way.

For Come Together: Live Rust, Reb Fountain, Milan
Borich, Sam Scott, Jol Mulholland, Brett Adams,
Matthias Jordan, Mike Hall, Alistair Deverick, Finn
Scholes, and more reinterpret one of the biggest
selling aloums track by track. Fountain’s haunting
and magnetic voice will echo forth in all its ethereal
beauty when blended with Young's timeless rock
anthems, the mesmerising fusion of sounds
bringing forth new life from the tracks.

Live Rust takes to the stage as the first in the
iconic Come Together 2025 programme. The

raw emotion of Neil Young will be followed by the
atmospheric complexity of Pink Floyd’s Dark Side
of the Moon and the sheer power of Led Zeppelin
Il as the loud and live series enters its fifth year.
Each legendary aloum will be performed in its
entirety - track by track, back to back - with an
additional bonus set of deep cuts and classic hits.

Come together for every guitar riff, thunderous
drumbeat, and soaring lyric of Neil Young's Live
Rust at 2025’s first Come Together concert.
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Heroism and humiliation

X

When Great Britain declared war on Germany in
1914, Rotorua-born Roger Ingram Te Kepa Dansey,
an engineer and Maori All Black, enlisted as part of
the 500-strong Native Contingent.

In 1915, on the shores of Gallipoli, Captain Dansey
disobeyed his commander’s orders, saving the

lives of his men. Rather than being dubbed a hero,
he was humiliated and sent back to New Zealand

in disgrace. At home, as stories of his valour and
bravery in battle began circling the motu, he was
recruited for the Pioneer Battalion, with whom he
returned to the war and was promoted to the rank of
Major.

This true story of heroism and humiliation comes to
life on stage in Mate Ururoa, a new chamber opera
from legendary New Zealand composer Dame Gillian
Whitehead (Ngai Te Rangi, Ngai Tuhoe). Originally set
to premiere in 2021 at Carnegie Hall but cancelled
due to the pandemic, the world premiere season

of Mate Ururoa runs from Friday the 11" to Sunday
the 13" of July at Hannah Playhouse with Wellington
Opera.

Performed in English and te reo Maori by Maori
American baritone David Tahere and taonga puoro
practitioner and mezzo Ariana Tikao, Mate Ururoa
IS directed by Sara Brodie, with the music ensemble
Stroma, conducted by Hamish McHKeich.

On the programme with Mate Ururoa is Notes from
the Front, a set of songs about Kiwi Alexander
Aitken who played violin in WWI trenches, composed
by Ross Harris with text by Vincent O’'Sullivan,
performed by tenor Richard Greager, violinist
Matthew Ross, and pianist Emma Sayers.

Out of this world

Lianne Karaitiana.

The stars have aligned for the Wellington Comedy
Club Matariki Showcase, where a constellation of
Kiwi comedians will come together on the 19" of
June at Te Auaha for a night of non-stop laughs.

Wellington Comedy Club Matariki Showcase sees
Kajun Brooking as the host at the centre of this big
bang bash. With a quick witted and punchy style
and seven awards under his belt, Brooking will
serve as an out-of-this-world MC for some of the
best and brightest Aotearoa comedy stars.

The event’s supernova headliner Li'i Alaimoana will
shoot across the stage in a blaze of galactic glory at
the end of the night. The multi-award-winning Billy
T nominee returns to the stage for the first time
following a two-year break with great stories, stellar
songs, and plenty of good-natured comedy.

Joining them is Mamaeroa Munn, winner of Best
Newcomer at the 2023 Wellington Comedy Awards
and a regular performer, producer, and director

iIn the local Wellington comedy scene; 2023
Wellington Raw Comedy Quest finalist and Adam
New Zealand Play Award-winner Viki Moananu, who
has been making waves in comedy and theatre;
2020 Wellington Raw Comedy Quest finalist Lianne
Karaitiana, known for her appearances on telly
screens nationwide; and magician Aperehama

Rua, who performs magic in both te reo Maori and
English.

Catch a comet of cosmic comedy, moments of
multiversal magic, and a smattering of stardust at
Wellington Comedy Club Matariki Showcase.

Lance The Locksmith g
N,

Securing the Wellington regions of
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Hutt, Upper Hutt, and Porirua
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© Digital locks

S

' i Taking bookings for
Contact us today! s July School Holidays now!

. 021 188 8048 = : A « Before School Care * After School Care

= lancethelocksmith @ gmail.com * School Holiday Programmes
@ lan

cethelocksmith.co.nz - T,
Keepi family h f.'.;:,‘, Contact us for more information:
eeping your family home secure. 193 . : -
pingy y a5 o ﬁ@ﬁ Email: aboutkidzoscar@gmail.com

St Brendan's - 027 616 0235 | Paparangi - 04 461 6347

R

WELLINGTON

uPVC Windows & Doors

Double glazing powered by uPVCjoinery

Free measure and quote! 04 974 8930

www.ecowindows.nz | sales@ecowindows.nz | Showroom at 405 Hutt Road, Alicetown



https://www.lancethelocksmith.co.nz
https://www.ecowindows.nz
https://www.zebrano.co.nz

8
News

A word from Maddi....
Toilet humour

by Madelaine Empson

Facebook has a delightful
way of dredging up your past
cringeworthy self. It has

this feature, you see, where
It ‘thinks you might like to
look back on this memory’
because it ‘cares about you’
and the time you accidentally
= said ‘merry Boxing Day day
after’ to your bus driver on the 27" of December
2017. Here’s your annual reminder of how you
‘forgot where Michael Fowler Centre is’ on the day
of your graduation 10 years ago despite having
ived in this city your whole life.

f you are a particularly hilarious and humble
person like me though, Facebook does
occasionally highlight some of your absolute
bangers. My favourite status updates that it's
excavated from my page in recent times include:

‘Today my Fitbit congratulated me on hitting my
daily step count when | was not stepping at all but
was in fact eating a cupcake vigorously.’

‘Saw my dad coming towards the office from a
distance so decided to hide behind a pillar to give
him a FRIGHT but he came around the corner
faster than anticipated and | myself got a fright.’

‘Just dropped my banana into the path of an
oncoming pedestrian then rather than apologising |
got flustered and muttered to them “this banana is
causing many difficulties in my life.”

And, finally, this plot twist that brings me to the
actual subject of this column even though I've
nearly run out of words: ‘Maddi Dropped Another
Thing in the Toilet: A Memoir. Chapter Six: Airpod.’

| have dropped an inordinate number of things in
the toilet. Let’s review. Phone, earring, another
phone, a 40-gram pouch of Port Royal blue... That
last one was particularly embarrassing because
when | smoked, my poison of choice was Port
Royal Original, which, crucially, was purple rather
than blue. The dairy had been out, so I'd bought
a different flavour and forgotten. When | looked

In the loo, | said out loud, in public, “Wow, some
idiot dropped their pouch in the toilet”. It wasn't till
| went outside for a dart that | realised | was the
idiot. Continuing the idiocy theme, | very recently
lost the entire head of a scrubbing brush down
my loo at home and promptly flushed it in a panic.
Currently waiting for the consequences of my
actions to resurface, so to speak.

Advice from Alan
Building Practitioners Board

by Alan Knowsley, consultant, Rainey Collins Lawyers

Building and design
practitioners (LBPs) have

to be licensed to carry out
restricted design or building
work and they are overseen
by a licensing board, which
can investigate complaints
about LBPs.

The members of the board
Include professionals from the various areas

of the building and design industry plus legal
experts. If a complaint is made against an LBP,
the complaint will be looked into first by the
registrar to see if any charges should be brought
before the board. Common matters dealt with
Include negligent work carried out, not complying
with building consents, and failing to provide

a record of work to the owner and territorial
authority.

The registrar will notify the LBP, who will be given
an opportunity to respond to the complaint and
provide supporting material if they wish. Once

all of the responses have been considered, the
registrar will prepare a report setting out the
evidence and the allegations to be heard by

the board. The board will organise a hearing

and advise the parties of the board members
who are proposed to hear the charges. A party
can object to a board member if there is a valid
reason to do so. The LBP can be represented at
the hearing. It is not usual for the complainant
to be represented, but they can be if they wish.
The board will carry out the investigation and the
complainant will be a withess rather than a party
at the hearing.

Any witnesses will give evidence and can

be questioned by the board and any lawyer
representing the LBP. Once all of the evidence is
heard, the board will consider the evidence and
reach conclusions on the facts. If any charge is
upheld, the LBP will then have an opportunity to
comment on any proposed punishment before a
decision is finalised. The board has wide powers if
it finds an LBP in breach of their responsibilities,
including fines, costs, suspension, and in the
most serious cases, revoking the builder or
designer’s licence.

t's no secret

Aussie country star Brad Cox loves New Zealand.

“NZ is rad! Travelled there numerous times for
work, but mainly for pleasure because | just
absolutely love the country,” he beams. “My
favourite part about NZ is definitely the people, full
of proper good humans, and the stunning scenery.”

If his love for Aotearoa wasn’t clear enough,

he’s crossing the ditch in June for a three-date
roadshow called, you guessed it, | Really Love NZ
Tour.

This will be his second session bopping around
the motu - he’s spent the last wee while winning
hearts across Australia and now he’s ready to do it
all over again on this side of the Tasman.

Known for his no-nonsense charm and powerhouse
live shows, Cox is already beloved both here and
across the globe, with over 140,000 monthly
listeners on Spotify alone, four Golden Guitar wins,
and APRA and ARIA nominations aplenty under his
silver-buckled bronco belt. His repertoire includes
charting bangers the likes of Give Me Tonight, Lake
House, Acres, Water On The Ground, and Beer and
Fishin’ that you've heard on the airwaves.

He'll be bringing his unmistakable voice, raw
storytelling, and big-stage energy to Wellington
fans on the 19" of June, stomping into Meow boots
and all with a string of anthems to bust out. His
reputation for connecting deeply with his crowds
orecedes him, plus he’s absolutely “pumped” for
NIS upcoming shows - question is, can you match
nis hype?

Creating community

For over 50 years, Youthline Wellington has been
providing local development and mental health
support to rangatahi aged 12 to 24. Offering a

free helpline service through text, email, phone,

or webchat, as well as face-to-face counselling
services, mentoring sessions, and programmes in
schools and communities, the charity takes a “with
youth, for youth” approach.

To help raise vital funds for their organisation,
Youthline is hosting a movie fundraiser at Light
House Cuba, screening The Salt Path on the 18™ of
June at 5:30pm.

Starring Gillian Anderson and Jason Isaacs and
directed by Marianne Elliott, The Salt Path is
based on Raynor Winn’s best-selling memoir of
the same name and tells a true story of resilience,
connection, and hope. After receiving a bad health
diagnosis and being left homeless following legal
trouble, married couple Raynor (Anderson) and
Moth (Isaacs) embark on the 630-mile South West
Coast Path, the longest uninterrupted path in
England that skirts from Minehead to Poole around
the coast of Somerset, Devon, Cornwall, and
Dorset.

Deemed a “funny, loving, honest and
unsentimental wee gem” by The Post, punctuated
by beautiful scenery, and overflowing with heart,
this inspiring story sees Raynor and Moth reclaim
their sense of purpose and belonging along the
way.

Goodie bags will be provided to attendees and

all ticket proceeds will go directly to Youthline
Wellington, helping them continue to support
young people in our community.
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by Alessia Belsito-Riera

Taniwha Chasers

e

Taniwha Chasers by Jazmin Tainui MIhi Paget-Knebel.

The biennial Kiingi Tuheitia Portraiture Award was
established in 2020 to inspire a new generation
of emerging Maori artists to create portraits of
their tupuna (ancestors). Hosted at New Zealand
Portrait Gallery Te Pukenga Whakaata until the
17™ of August with the blessing of Kuini Nga wai
hono i te po Pootatau Te Wherowhero VI, the
2025 competition saw entries using a wide range
of mediums, including video, stop-motion puppetry,
ceramics with paua inlay, oil paintings, and textiles
made from linen, cotton, and glass beads.

With the Forsyth Barr People’s Choice Award still
up for grabs, honourable mentions were awarded
to Shannon Te Rangihaeata Clamp, Divine
Herekiuha, Jessica Hulme, Caitlin Jolley, and Zoe
Marler, while Maata-Maria Cartisciano snapped up
second place for Ekore koe e ngaro i toku Koro, an
acrylic and pencil portrait of their grandfather.

Placing first is 22-year-old Jazmin Tainui Mihi
Paget-Knebel for her photograph Taniwha Chasers.
She gives us the inside scoop below.

Congratulations! What went through your head
when you heard you won?

The only thing | could think of was that | was going
to meet our Kuini and that she would know my
name and then | couldn’t wait to tell my whanau
because | knew they would be so proud.

What inspired your work?

| originally made Taniwha Chasers because

| wanted to commemorate my whanau and
community. | believe far too often Opotiki is being
shown by the media in a negative light and |
wanted to change that narrative by highlighting our
rangatahi and their passions. Rangatahi have been
horse riding in Opotiki for generations and it's a
strong part of our histories and culture. This series
captures their relationship and how it is connecting
them to their whakapapa and Te Taiao.

What draws you to photography?

As a wahine takatapui, working in a Pakeha-
dominated colonial space like photography, it was
so important to me to be representing and showing
my community and people in the way that they
want to be represented and seen in the media. A
huge part of my practice is to decolonise the lens
and return the narrative to Maori, that is what’s
most filling in my mahi.

What prompted you to enter the competition?

| felt it was necessary to share this specific image
in hopes of making it into the exhibition to show
the beauty of my community and our whakapapa
because us rangatahi from small towns like Opotiki
don’t get the recognition we deserve. | also think
this image speaks to the times we are in and has
created a symbol of hope for our rangatanhi.

What do you hope visitors take away from the
exhibition?

| hope they see the beauty in our communities in
all of the artworks and our collective imagination
of the future in Aotearoa. | hope they see the

representation we deserve and feel pride in
knowing we know our whakapapa.

Upholdingna

y
\
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Detail of Marire Baker and baby Taine Harrison,
Te Haroto Marae. Photo by Paul Hamer.

Created in partnership with the Waitangi Tribunal,
He Kura Toi Tangata: 50 years of the Waitangi
Tribunal 1975-2025 offers Te Waka Huia
Wellington Museum visitors the opportunity to
engage with the Tribunal’s history and learn about
the significant role it has played in shaping modern
Aotearoa until the 25% of September.

“This is our collective story of facing the
challenging history of our past, and how we

have matured as a nation to take the journey to
undertake the settlement process with iwi from
around Aotearoa,” Kaihautu director of Maori
strategy at Wheako Poneke Experience Wellington
Tanemahuta Gray (Ngai Tahu, Rangitane, Tainui)
says, adding that the exhibition also showcases
“how far we have come as a world-leading nation in
Indigenous issues and building a partnership that
all other Indigenous nations worldwide view us as
the standard to achieve in ethnic relations”.

As an exhibition significant to every New Zealandetr,
He Kura Toi Tangata features a series of 50 images
and narratives that explore pivotal moments and
landmark cases, commemorate 50 years of the
Waitangi Tribunal, and highlight their enduring
legacy in addressing Treaty of Waitangi grievances.
A documentary featuring interviews with three
former Waitangi Tribunal chairs accompanies it.

“We’'re hearing a lot of discussion about Te

Tiriti o Waitangi and its principles right now. It's
the zeitgeist issue of the moment and learning
more about it is a great way to bring value to
these conversations so we can have stronger
discussions”, Gray continues, adding that it's “a
very inspiring New Zealand story, and one all New
/Zealanders should be aware of, and hopefully
proud of what a small nation has achieved”.

A changing world

The 19" prime minister of New Zealand, William
Fergusson Massey, served during a tumultuous
period of history for both Aotearoa and the world.
Entering Te Papakura Gallery from the ground floor
of the Beehive, visitors can take a step back in time
and into his shoes at 1856-1925 as experienced
by William F Massey, an exhibition created in
partnership with Te Kunenga ki Purehuroa Massey
University and the Massey family that explores our
nation’s emerging global role during the First World
War.

“This period of history was a time of great change,”
Parliamentary Service chief executive Rafael
Gonzalez-Montero says. “The onset of World War |
and the involvement of allied forces is still a legacy
that is very much at the forefront of New Zealanders’
consciousness.”

Running until the 14™ of September, the exhibition
walks through the transformative years between
1856 to 1925, exploring Massey’s influences as
well as significant events that happened during his
lifetime.

On display are items of national significance, such as
the pen used to sign the Treaty of Versailles, as well
as personal items belonging to Massey, including

his Bible, walking stick, Petone-made woolly blanket,
and initialled bowler hat. Visitors will also find video
footage of the 19™ prime minister at the Western
Front and an interview with his son.

“The exhibition uses objects to tell the stories and
hopes to show New Zealand’s history and context,”
Gonzalez-Montero continues. “The opening of the
exhibition coincided with the 100 years since William
F Massey died in office. That gives visitors a bite-
sized timeframe to be able to consider how New
/Zealand has evolved as a nation.”

‘Back to contents |
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‘ RONGOTAI COLLEGE

Wanting a boys school education but afraid of
being lost in the crowd?

Come and visit Rongotai, where all boys are
treated as individuals.

RONGOTAI EXPERIENCE

Friday 6 June

Be a part of Rongotai College for half a day.
If your school has not already arranged this,
please telephone our office to arrange for
you to attend.

OPEN EVENING
Tuesday 10 June 6.30pm to 8.30pm

We invite you to tour our college and find
out about our academic, cultural and
sporting programmes.

170 Coutts Street, Kilbirnie, Wellington e P: 939 3050
E: the.principal@rongotai.school.nz ¢ W: www.rongotai.school.nz
¥3 www.facebook.com/RongotaiCollege

Encouraging the best

Boys’ schools remain a relevant and important
segment of the New Zealand educational
landscape. Studies show that young men who
attend boys’ schools achieve academically

at significantly higher levels than those in co-
educational schools, while being hugely successful
across a range of other areas of school life too.

Rongotai College is an exceptional state secondary
school for boys, providing young men with the
Knowledge, skills, and opportunities to succeed.
Founded in 1928, Rongotai College in Kilbirnie is
enriched by a proud heritage yet remains forward-
thinking and progressive.

Rongotai has a culture that encourages boys to
strive for excellence in academic, creative, cultural,
and sporting pursuits. Teachers have a clear view of
what they want to achieve: encouraging young men
to be the best they can be in all areas of their lives.

To achieve this, Rongotai offers an engaging
curriculum specifically developed for the way boys
think and learn, helping them build confidence

In their abilities and thrive academically. A broad
range of opportunities are provided both inside and
outside the classroom to help all students discover
their passion and fulfil their potential.

With a roll of 730, the college is small enough to
know each boy well and recognise his individual
character and needs, but large enough to offer an
extensive curriculum that meets the academic and
vocational needs of individual students.

We invite you to our Open Evening on 10 June to
discover the wonderful opportunities available to
your son at Rongotai College.

TE KARETT O HATA KATARAIVA
ST CATHERINE'S ¢+

COLLEGE - KILBIRNIE

OPEN

G H T

11th JUNE 2025
6-7.30 PM / A

14 Upper Bourke Street, Kilbirnie, WELLINGTON
www.stcatherinescollege.school.nz

Encouraged to shine

The vision of St Catherine’s College is to inspire
confident, independent learners who think
creatively. Students are challenged to reach their
academic and personal potential in a warm, caring,
Catholic environment, yet are also prepared for
future challenges and opportunities in a global, ever-
changing world.

Established by the Sisters of Mercy in 1950, St
Catherine’s College carries a rich legacy inspired by
Catherine of Siena, who devoted her life to prayer
and serving others. With small class sizes, high-
calibre academic education, and extensive co-
curricular opportunities, the institution offers young
girls a nurturing environment where they can learn,
grow, and discover their passions.

Educators at St Catherine’s College take a tailored
approach. Teachers know each student personally,
which means they can monitor progress, analyse
strengths and challenges, and work with each girl to
help her reach her potential. Every student has her
own mentor with whom she can discuss progress
and goals so she can best pursue all her academic
and personal achievements.

St Catherine’s College students achieve well above
the national average in all qualifications. Outside of
academics, girls have many cultural and sporting
extracurricular opportunities to engage with as well.

Explore St Catherine’s College at their Open Night
on the 11™ of June. Get to know the teachers and
staff, walk around the school, and discover the
wonderful education and experience your daughter
can enjoy at St Catherine’s College.

L

INTERMEDIATE 53CHOOL

", .
S Newlands .«
4

Lifelong learning. Together.

Strength, community, togetherness and collective achievement.

Bracken Road, Newlands, Wellington « Phone (04) 478 8195

E: office@newlandsint.school.nz « www.newlandsint.school.nz

Thrive and shine

Newlands Intermediate School - Te Kura Waenga
0 Horokiwi is a place to stand tall, where rangatahi
can learn, play, and explore who they want to be.
Located in Paparangi and welcoming students in
Year 7 and 8, this community-based school provides
a tailored approach to teaching this special age
group.

With a reputation for quality teaching and learning
within an innovative local curriculum, Newlands
Intermediate adapts to the unique needs of its
students to help them build resilience and integrity,
value diversity and heritage, celebrate growth and
effort, show compassion and care, and learn in,
with, and from their community.

New principal Chris Els has thoroughly enjoyed his
first term at the helm of Newlands Intermediate.
“The creativity and dedication from students and
staff can be clearly seen, and we can’t wait to see it
all come together,” he says. “Watching our rangatahi
participate in a variety of areas and shine in these
areas is always exciting.”

As a flexible, diverse, democratic, positive, safe, and
engaging place of learning, Newlands Intermediate
IS dedicated to supporting its rangatahi
academically, but also socially, emotionally, and
culturally too. The environment caters to the

needs of emerging adolescents by providing a
holistic approach with a curriculum designed to
help prepare young learners for secondary school
while still helping them discover their interests,
challenges, and strengths.

With a passion for teaching, counselling, and
guiding, and genuine compassion, Newlands
Intermediate is a place where students thrive. Find
out more at www.newlandsint.school.nz

Y b &

Primary : Year7 : Year9
MMJUNE : 18JUNE : 24 JUNE

Spend the day with us!

marsden.school.nz/register
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Careers Expo
A fresh choice

Now in its third decade, the New Zealand Careers
Expo is the largest and longest-running event of
its kind. Coming to Wellington’s TSB Arena on

the 25" of June, it brings together a powerful

mix of employers, tertiary providers, industry
organisations, and government agencies under
one roof.

Whether you're a recent graduate, an adult
jobseeker, or simply considering a career change,
the New Zealand Careers Expo helps people

feel more confident about their next steps by
showcasing a diversity of pathways across a wide
range of sectors. From discovering apprenticeships
and industry-led training programmes to breaking
stereotypes about careers in the military or
accounting, there are so many options available
regardless of your area of expertise.

As Aotearoa grapples with record-high
unemployment and high numbers of young people
not in employment, education, or training (NEET),
the nationwide Careers Expo is providing a much-
needed lifeline, connecting people with real
pathways into study, training, and meaningful work.
“The current job landscape is tough, especially for
young people trying to break into the workforce or
those struggling to find their footing,” NZ Careers
Expo director Mark Gillard says. “But there are

still opportunities out there. The expo is a place to
explore what’s on offer and what it takes to build a
fulfilling career.”

It’s never to late to start down a fresh career path
— take the leap and get started at the 2025 New
/ealand Career Expo. For more information, visit
WWW.Ccareersexpo.org.nz

tahat
CAREERS
EXPONZ

€3 tohata CAREERS
Carger Navigator

EXPD

TSB Arena, Queens Wharf.
Wellington

Wednesday 25 June, " Checkoutthe
10am - 3pm / 5-7pm. |

ONLINE S
E DIGITAL .
Open o everyone EXPO *

Hundreds of employers, educational,

& entry is free_ vocational, and training prov.iders

to explore. Start a converstion.
careersexpo.org.nz
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In-Person & Online @ careersexpo.org.nz
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