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Dance to This by Alessia Belsito-Riera

Transfixed, transported, timeless

My My My! has Pōneke drag princess Foxy 
Cleptopatra got a show in store for you Angel Baby. 
For the next instalment of her drag series dedicated 
to celebrating a different musical artist every month, 
Foxy presents an ode to Aussie pop king Troye Sivan. 
Sivan’s style, dubbed as “layered electropop with 
constant tinges of EDM” by The Guardian, takes 
inspiration from the likes of Cher, Madonna, Miley 
Cyrus, Robyn, and Lady Gaga, as well as Ariana 
Grande and Christina Aguilera for some of his later 
work. 
“Those are my gay icons, which is a bit strange,” 
Sivan tells Wonderland. “I would have loved to have 
had more queer music growing up. That would have 
been nice.”
So he made it himself! 
“I chose Troye specifically as to many queer people 
of a younger generation he is an icon,” Foxy says. 
“To be so well established in mainstream media 
and pop culture, especially in Australasia as a queer 
person, is inspiring and important to be seen and 
celebrated.”
Described as a drag show that’s essentially a mini 
concert, Troye Sivan Drag Show at Ivy Bar & Cabaret 
on the 6th of June features the performance prowess 
of Amoeba Geezer, Judas Kiss, and the current 
reigning Mx Capital Faux Femm, sporting “their 
best crop singlets and loose-fitting bottoms…. And 
pants”, Foxy giggles. 
“I hope, as always, the audience will remember the 
safe, fun space that the show creates and 
that inspires them to challenge the societal 
constraints of gender,” Foxy adds. “As always, drag 
is a protest.”

With Jessica Pratt returning to Aotearoa to weave 
her wistful, timeless magic, Meow Nui audiences 
can be transported back to a lost era when songs 
worked their way into your heart and under your 
skin on the 10th of June. 
The California songwriter crosses the stormy 
seas to New Zealand on the back of her critically 
acclaimed fourth album Here in the Pitch, her 
time here markedly different from the intimate 
solo shows she played almost a decade ago 
thanks to feverish praise she’s collected from the 
music community in the time since. 
Since her self-titled debut landed in 2012, Pratt 
has been steadily cultivating a devoted and 
adoring following. The folk singer’s 2015 album 
On Your Own Love Again kicked things up a notch, 
with cult favourite hit Back, Baby later being 
sampled by Troye Sivan. Quiet Songs (2019) 
heralded a new era for Pratt. Her fourth and latest 
album follows a natural trajectory into perfectly 
crafted vintage studio sounds. 
With Here In The Pitch described as “retro 
pop with the feel of a forgotten classic” by The 
Guardian and reviews consistently churning out 
adjectives like sublime, exemplary, classic, and 
transfixing, Pratt’s essence is perfectly captured 
by Tony Stamp of RNZ when he says she “can 
conjure up a whole world with just her voice and 
guitar”. 
Joining Pratt in Pōneke is Lyttelton’s own 
songsmith Ben Woods. Often compared to the 
likes of Scott Walker, Sparklehorse, and even Tall 
Dwarfs, he has been praised as being “a weirdly 
accessible, creaky-yet-meticulous marvel” (The 
Quietus). 
Travel worlds, leap through time, and fly through 
the stratosphere with Jessica Pratt.
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Double Glaze your existing single glazed timber and aluminium 
windows retaining the original look.

DO ONE ROOM OR THE WHOLE HOUSE

Call today for a free onsite assessment and quotation!
Phone: 04 934 0948   Jordon: 021 243 5223

Email: sales@rbglass.co.nz   51A Victoria Street, Petone 5012

• Broken Windows
• Frameless Showers
• Mirrors

• Window + Door 
Maintenance

• Table-Tops

• Splash-Backs
• Pet doors

RETRO DOUBLE
GLAZING SPECIALISTS

R & B GLASS
& GLAZING LTD

Pakawau Beach Park is found at the Northern end of Golden Bay. 
We are surrounded by natures wonders and beauty. 

Come and pitch your tent, park your camper van or 
stay in one of our beach front cabins. Relax on the 
beach or have a crack at �shing.

Your Hosts,

https://www.rbglass.co.nz
https://www.pakawaubeachpark.co.nz


ALL-U-CAN

HEAT
Sweat as much as you want this

winter for just $23/Week
Wellington's most advanced Infrared
sauna and cold plunge facility is open

right through Matariki. 

For a limited time we are offering
unlimited saunas between Monday

and Friday, for just $23 per week.
(Conditions apply)

www.runponeke.nz

Saturday 14th June, 8:00pm
General admission $30 
Tickets from eventbrite

reception@cossieclubs.org.nz | www.cossieclubs.org.nz

11 Logan Street, 
Upper Hutt

Phone 
04 529 0009

Friday 20th June, 7:30pm
General admission $30 
Tickets from Humanitix
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Diamond dipped

The Tīwhas are hosting a hākari (feast) that will 
feed your wairua (soul) and your puku (stomach) in 
celebration of the Māori New Year!
Wellington’s own four-piece drag queen Māori 
beat girl collective returns to Circa Theatre’s foyer 
from the 18th to the 28th of June with A Matariki 
Spectacular, their dazzling diamond-dipped 
cabaret that celebrates te Mātahi o te Tau in 
glittering style. 
With a new year and a new Circa foyer comes a 
brand-new show. Audiences will be treated to a 
celestial cabaret journey over dinner led by the 
radiant queens of the cosmos: Dame Jthan, Pania, 
Slay West, and Tina Coco Couture. Joining them 
onstage is the stellar Ngāti Tīwha ensemble – 
Hayden Taylor, Tom Knowles, and Kree Matthews 
– blending kapa haka, choreography, storytelling, 
and live vocals that will get you dancing out of your 
seat.
Bringing together kai, song, remembrance, and 
joy wrapped up in a sparkling celebration of te 
Tau Hou Māori and mana takatāpui, The Tīwhas: 
A Matariki Spectacular will feature waiata Māori, 
pop anthems, and nostalgic hits, all delivered 
with signature Tīwhas flair – glitz, glamour, and a 
whole lotta aroha. Accompanying the performance, 
and with your main meal included in your ticket, 
is a bespoke Matariki-themed menu crafted by 
Chouchou Brasserie, Bar & Restaurant – Circa 
Theatre’s new eatery. 
Grab your whānau and bring your appetite, the 
stars have aligned for The Tīwhas: A Matariki 
Spectacular. Mānawatia a Matariki!

SNIPS
Awards announced 
After a month of NZ International Comedy 
Festival goodness, Hoani Hotene took home the 
prestigious Yellow Towel for the Billy T Award, 
while Angella Dravid was named the 2025 
Fred Award winner, receiving the iconic Golden 
Gumboot. Both will receive a cash grant of 
$5000 from the New Zealand Comedy Trust.
Hugh Sinclair Park 
Hutt City Council has unveiled a preliminary 
masterplan to improve Hugh Sinclair Park in 
Wainuiomata and wants to hear what the public 
has to say about it. You can view the masterplan 
and provide feedback until 5pm on the 9th of 
June at hutt.city/hughsinclair 
Iwi invest in new medical centre 
Ngāti Kahungunu ki Wairarapa Tāmaki nui-a-Rua 
has confirmed its purchase of the old Masterton 
Hospital site and an agreement with Masterton 
Medical to build a new medical centre. The 
healthcare facility will be adjacent to Masterton 
Medical’s current premises, behind Wairarapa 
Hospital on Te Ore Ore Road.

When Flea of the Red Hot Chili Peppers calls you 
“the greatest f**king electric bass player” and 
you have a GRAMMY® Award to show for it, then 
you know you’ve made it. 
The bassist, singer-songwriter, and experimental 
musician in question is MonoNeon. And 
fortunately for Wellington audiences, the 
Memphis, Tennessee-born virtuoso will be playing 
San Fran on the 10th of June along his I Want 
Snacks & Gifts Tour. 
“From avant-garde to southern soul, funk, and 
all notes in between, MonoNeon’s astounding 
musical range, tone, and taste are always on full 
display,” says world-class guitar manufacturer 
Fender under their custom bass collaboration 
with the artist, adding that he “collaborated with 
Prince, recorded Making a Movie with Ne-Yo, and 
won a GRAMMY for Best Rap Album with Nas”.
MonoNeon’s sound can best be described as a 
combination of dissonance and unpredictable 
phrasing that is heavily influenced by Southern 
soul, blues, and funk. While right-handed, he 
plays left-handed on an upside-down, right-
handed bass guitar to heavily bend on the 
upper strings, which gives him his signature 
slapping technique. Another trademark is turning 
randomness, mistakes, and impromptu ideas into 
spontaneous, usable, and intentional riffs. 
Unique in every sense of the word and with more 
awards, accolades, and festival features under 
his belt than frets on his bass, catch the multi-
hyphenate MonoNeon live and at his fluorescently 
fantastic best.

Multi-hyphenate MonoNeon

Photo by Maeve O’Connell.

Photo by Logan Schaal.

https://www.cooperscatch.co.nz
https://www.runponeke.nz
https://www.cossieclubs.org.nz
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Amplifying wāhine

Paging all passengers…

Rocket men landing

Fresh, fearless, and full of heart, Wāhine Auaha 
shines a spotlight on the wit, creativity, and 
storytelling power of women artists. Running from 
the 4th to the 14th of June at Mana Little Theatre, 
expect a celebration of local Wellington wāhine 
creatives burning bright in a showcase of short 
plays and stand-up sessions. 
From laugh-out-loud comedy to moving moments 
of drama, three plays make up the theatrical 
programme of the first-ever Wāhine Auaha festival. 
In Glitter Girl, an apparition darts through the crowd 
at Rhythm & Vines 2014, and our protagonist falls 
in love in this slice-of-life queer flirtation written 
and directed by Emma Maguire. 
Chrystal thinks her husband is having an affair – 
wandering into a beauty salon in a rainstorm, she 
contemplates confiding in Lindsay to help clear 
her thoughts in Stormy Weather, a work written by 
Cherol Filbee and directed by Yvonne Fisher. 
Written and directed by Heidi Atkins, Stuck stars 
Bridget, who is upset that the role of temporary 
manager has been given to Simon and not her. 
When they find themselves stuck in the office 
together, things are about to become very 
unstuck...
Accompanying the three plays each evening is MC 
and comedian Miranda Camden alongside Emma 
Ranson and Katy Borrows in alternation to keep the 
giggles and guffaws gushing. 
An energetic and empowering celebration of local 
talent and theatrical innovation, Wāhine Auaha 
shares women’s stories with humour, honesty, and 
heart.

This is your final boarding call for the last plane 
hurtling out of Earth. 
Strap in for a ferocious adventure through form, 
genre, and the realms of reality with a crew 
hellbent on reimagining what First Nations 
performance can be in A Nightime Travesty. 
Join the acclaimed motley crew A Daylight 
Connection in an epic vaudevillian musical 
nightmare that’s equal parts sardonic, cheeky, 
and heartbreaking. Who will survive this wild ride 
and its unruly passengers? Can flight attendant 
Angel defeat God’s Greatest Gift in a battle for the 
ultimate prize? 
The nonstop riot of music, parody, and political 
punch makes its Aotearoa premiere as part of 
Kia Mau Festival’s He Ngaru Nui programme, 
hydroplaning across the Tasman Sea from Naarm 
Melbourne before blasting off from Pōneke’s 
Hannah Playhouse between the 12th and 14th 
of June. What lands in Te Whanganui-a-Tara is 
a revamped version of the smash-hit, sold-out 
production from co-creators and performers 
Kamarra Bell-Wykes (Jagera/Butchulla) and Carly 
Sheppard (Wallangamma and Takalaka Tribes 
of North Queensland), featuring performer Zach 
Blampied (Yorta Yorta/Wiradjuri) alongside them on 
stage and Stephen Nicolazzo in the director’s chair. 
With explosions, zany costumes, gruesome 
decapitations, existential horror, Blak humour, 
romance, genocide, and a live band, A Nightime 
Travesty is a fever dream, a perpetual party floating 
in our neglected psyches. Will you hop on board?

Calling all tiny dancers: the piano men are coming 
uptown with a performance both sequined and 
sleek, sparkly and soulful. On the 14th of June, the 
Upper Hutt Cosmopolitan Club will turn the lights 
back on Cam and Sam for their award-winning New 
Zealand tribute show Elton John vs Billy Joel. 
“Elton and Billy toured a show called Face to Face 
which first started in 1994 where they would 
play and sing each other’s songs, share parts 
and harmonies, and battle it out on the pianos”, 
the musicians behind the concert explain. “With 
this show we’re paying tribute to these musical 
legends, with some fun insights and stories as we 
share our love for these tunes.”
With careers spanning two decades, Cam Crawford 
and Sam Hyde are seasoned professionals, having 
performed on national television, commercial 
radio, and even graced the NZ Music Charts. 
For this show, Cam fills the shoes of Billy Joel, 
complete with his well-fitted suit and signature Ray-
Bans, while Sam gets flamboyant in Elton John’s 
sparkly wings and glittering getups. 
“We’re taking the audience on a journey through 
our favourite Elton John and Billy Joel songs,” they 
beam, adding that they hope fans “come away 
having had a fun night singing along and being 
entertained to their favourite Elton and Billy tunes, 
and also having rediscovered some they may have 
forgotten”. 
An extravaganza complete with captivating 
costumes, two duelling grand pianos in black and 
white, and plenty of fun banter throughout the 
night, don’t miss your song at Elton John vs Billy 
Joel.

Artwork by Blair McLean.

Photo by Gregory Lorenzutti.

Photo by Paul Howell Photography.

Now Wellington agent for Santa Fe Shutters

sales@justblinds.co.nz | Tel 04 472 9920 | www.justblinds.co.nz
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-4.30pm, Sat 10am-2pm 

Showroom: 405 Hutt Road, Alicetown

Custom made 
Wellington Blinds

FREE 
measure 

and quote!

Exciting new fabrics • Wide range of blinds • Colour 
consultancy • Installation - Repairs •3 year guarantee

We have

moved to 

Lower Hutt!

Is your vehicle travel ready?

143 GRANT ROAD, THORNDON, WELLINGTON
PH: 04-385 0060 | motorworxwgtn@outlook.com 

www.motorworx.co.nz

VEHICLE SERVICING AND REPAIRS FOR 
EUROPEAN AND JAPANESE VEHICLES

Upper Hutt Store: 31-45 Lane Street, Wallaceville

Porirua Store: 11 Commerce Crescent, Waitangirua

Masterton Store: 48 Victoria Street

Levin Store: 20 Cambridge Street South

Palmerston North Store: 46 West Street

• Designer Fashions • Books • Family Clothing 
• Bric a Brac • Footwear • Household Goods

OPEN 6 DAYS tues-sun

3000 fresh items arriving daily 
at every SaveMart

For more information visit 
www.savemart.co.nz
Or call 09 622 1759 

https://www.justblinds.co.nz
https://www.motorworx.co.nz
https://www.savemart.co.nz
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Music news
Someday they’ll appear

A plus B equals…

Dripping with dread 
by Madelaine Empson

Taking Off 
by Madelaine Empson

It’s been a massive few months for Aussie indie 
rock five-piece Ball Park Music – Sam Cromack, 
Jennifer Boyce, Paul Furness, Dean Hanson, and 
Daniel Hanson – who released their eighth studio 
album Like Love in April. Since their critically 
acclaimed debut Happiness and Surrounding 
Suburbs in 2011, the band has secured six 
consecutive Top 10 ARIA Album Chart spots, with 
three of those records debuting at number two and 
a further four going platinum. 
The much-anticipated, multidimensional Like Love 
debuted at number one. Where the title track 
shows a softer side of the multi-award-winning, 
critically acclaimed band, songs like the upbeat 
Please Don’t Move To Melbourne will have fans 
singing along while Coast Is Clear buoys with 
hope, its beautiful, building rhythm begging that 
“someday you’ll appear”. 
In celebration of the new album, the band set 
out on a massive 30-date tour of Australia and 
Aotearoa in May and will be on the road till July. 
“This run will see us return to many of our favourite 
venues in the country as well as making it to New 
Zealand for some of our first-ever proper headline 
shows”, they beam. “The new record has seen us 
explore a more tender, introspective side of our 
band and we’re excited to redesign our show to 
accommodate this, as well as all our usual faves 
for the stage.” 
Check the Coast Is Clear and head to San Fran to 
party with Ball Park Music on the 6th of June. 

Mark Saturday the 7th of June in your calendars. 
Auckland post-punk outfit Swallow the Rat will blast 
to Moon in Newtown with their brand-new EP Face 
Unpopular. Out on the 23rd of May – the same day 
they set out on their seven-centre New Zealand 
release tour – the EP heralds an epic 18-date 
European fall for Swallow the Rat this September. 
But first, Wellington’s turn!
Face Unpopular comes off the back of the band’s 
2024 sophomore album South Locust, which took 
them from Texas to New York and back again. 
Debuting at number seven on the Official Aotearoa 
Music Charts, South Locust was wickedly summed 
up by Muzic.NZ, who wrote “Swallow the Rat are 
here, they’ve got something to say, and they’re angry 
about it”.  
The EP features three blistering originals and a 
remake of track two, MMA Math, by A Place to 
Bury Strangers. Drummer and video-maker Hayden 
Fritchley says, “MMA Math is essentially the 
realisation that A plus B does not always equal C, 
especially when you remove context.” 
“For recording we employed our usual approach 
which is to bash it out in one or two takes then add 
vocals”, Fritchley continues. “The visualiser for the 
song is live footage from our show last year at The 
Lost Well in Austin, TX. It was filmed by the Boston-
based collective Digital Awareness using real-time 
video projections of the band put through various 
analogue effects.” Watch it at full volume for a taste 
of their psych-fuzz vibes – or better yet, swallow the 
rat live!

Hailing from Aotearoa and now based in Berlin, 
psych-fuzz troubadours Earth Tongue – Gussie 
Larkin (Mermaidens) and Ezra Simons (Soft Bait, 
Troy Kingi) – have unveiled their new album Great 
Haunting. The self-described “horrifying rock 
opera” harks and yowls back to New Zealand’s 
dark tradition of occult metal and features nine 
doom-soaked tracks dripping with dread. 
Just one eerie example is the lead single 
Nightmare, accompanied by an electrifying 
montage of poltergeists in the kitchen, bloody 
bodies on the bed, and rural ritualism (read: a 
mind-bending music video directed by Levi Strauss 
Cranston, shot by Simons on 16mm Kodak motion 
picture film, and made with support from NZ On 
Air). 
Launched amidst a monstrous tour of Europe and 
the UK, Great Haunting sees the duo nominated 
for Te Tino Kāhui Manu Taki o te Tau | Best Group 
and Tā te Iwi | People’s Choice at the Aotearoa 
Music Awards and is the album we can thank for 
their homecoming this month. 
“We’re so excited to be coming home for these 
shows”, Larkin tells me. “I think our NZ fans can 
expect a classic Earth Tongue show with all the 
heavy riffs they could dream of, but with a little 
extra spice that has come from touring so much 
overseas.” 
“Particularly pumped to be bringing the noise to 
the wonderful new Meow Nui” this June, Earth 
Tongue will be tearing it up on a rather auspicious 
date… Friday the 13th! Fitting, for a band whose 
cult-like gigs are the stuff of your most electric, 
frenetic, hellishly hectic nightmares.

Herbert Zielinski started singing at just eight 
years old as a founding member of Wellington 
Young Voices. Of what spurred his passion for 
music – and from such a young age – Zielinski 
feels “very lucky” to have been surrounded by 
musicians all his life.
“My mum and stepmum both sing or have sung 
in choirs for decades, my dad is a singer and 
guitarist, and I joined Wellington Young Voices 
with my twin sister”, he tells me. “I suppose it was 
the sense of community from the choir, the fact 
that you’re part of something larger than yourself, 
and the result is so moving for singers and 
audiences alike. From then I was lucky enough 
to get singing and piano lessons, propelling me 
through wonderful music experiences to be where 
I am today.” 
Where he is today is worth celebrating. Zielinski, 
a classical singer at The New Zealand School of 
Music – Te Kōkī, has been awarded a scholarship 
as the Tenor Choral Scholar at the grand and 
gothic Wells Cathedral in the UK.
Starting in September, “The job means singing 
eight services a week, each with new music and 
very little time to learn it. I’ll be singing music 
from the Medieval period up to the present, in 
Latin, German, French, and Italian as well as 
English”, he delights, noting many more exciting 
tasks, learning opportunities, and adventures in 
store. 
Before Zielinski departs, he will perform a farewell 
concert based around the song cycle Taking Off 
by Aotearoa composer Janet Jennings, adapted 
from the late Kiwi poet Brian Turner’s book of the 
same name. Supported by Creative NZ and with 
Kathryn Mosley accompanying on piano, Zielinski 
will sing at  
St Andrew’s on the Terrace on Saturday the 14th of  
June at 7pm.
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Diamonds in the sky 
by Richard Hall, astronomical communicator

Tonight’s the Night

Broader, deeper

Love Letterz celebrates words not just read, but 
danced, sung, and lived. Part of Kia Mau Festival – 
a festival at the forefront of contemporary Tāngata 
Whenua, Tāngata Moana, and Indigenous art 
in Aotearoa and beyond – this interdisciplinary 
cabaret-style performance fills Te Whaea National 
Dance and Drama Centre from the 4th to the 7th of 
June. 
Curated by poet, composer, and classical singer 
Cadence Chung, Love Letterz brings together four 
artists in a genre-crossing creative cabaret that 
showcases their raw talent and fresh perspectives. 
Alongside the premiere of Chung’s own self-
composed song cycle set to the words of fellow 
poet Jackson McCarthy, the bold and beautiful 
programme includes intricate compositions from 
rising contemporary classical music star Estella 
Wallace, dance works from Weichu Huang marked 
by a striking physicality, and evocative verses 
from poet Joshua Toumu’a that are full of both 
tenderness and power. 
Dubbed an evening of poetry-inspired variety 
performances, Love Letterz is at once fun, fearless, 
and accessible. The world premiere season falls 
under Kia Mau Festival’s He Toi Hou – New Works 
programme. By providing a platform for fresh and 
dynamic works to take shape, He Toi Hou celebrates 
the spirit of creation, allowing artists and audiences 
alike to explore authentic new voices, reimagine 
traditions, and experience raw power. 
Cross your T’s, dot your I’s, and seal Love Letterz 
with a kiss. 

The Pleiades, also known as The Seven Sisters, 
Subaru, and Matariki is the brightest and most 
celebrated cluster of stars in the sky. The cluster, 
which is 444 light-years away, contains more than 
1000 stars but only seven can be seen with the 
unaided eye. The individual cluster stars are not 
particularly bright, but seen together in a dark sky 
they are quite prominent and look like a casket of 
diamonds in the sky. In Greek mythology, they are 
the daughters of the titans Atlas and Pleione. The 
cluster’s name is almost certainly derived from 
their mother. 
The significance of the Pleiades is that, 5000 
years ago, their dawn rising signaled the time 
of the spring equinox. This event heralded the 
return of life on Earth following the harsh Northern 
Hemisphere winter. For the peoples of Europe and 
Asia, it marked the beginning of the year. Great 
temples, such as the Parthenon, were aligned to 
their rising. 
The dawn rising of the Pleiades also signaled the 
opening of the sea lanes and the beginning of sea 
trade for that year. It was a sign that it was safe 
to undertake a sea voyage. They were known to 
mariners as the Sailors Stars. When the stars rose 
and the sea lanes opened, it was customary to 
release pigeons. Consequently, the Pleiades also 
became known as the Hen and Chicks. 
When the migrations into the Pacific began, the 
Polynesians took this New Year tradition with 
them. In Aotearoa, the Pleiades are known as 
Matariki (a name that comes from the phrase 
‘Ngā mata o te ariki Tāwhirimātea’ or ‘the eyes of 
the god Tāwhirimātea’), and their dawn rising in 
June heralds the beginning of the Māori New Year. 
Matariki is usually figured as an old woman and 
her six daughters. She was known as the ‘Food-
bringer’, because her dawn rising in June heralded 
a time of plenty.

In 1979, American singer-songwriter Neil Young’s 
Live Rust stayed at the top of the Aotearoa album 
charts for 50 weeks. In 2025, Kiwi audiences will 
have the opportunity to celebrate this landmark 
anthology anew at Come Together: Live Rust. 
Performed at the Opera House from cover to cover 
by some of New Zealand’s finest on the 13th of 
June, experience the raw energy of this iconic 
album in a fresh, fiery, and fierce new way. 
For Come Together: Live Rust, Reb Fountain, Milan 
Borich, Sam Scott, Jol Mulholland, Brett Adams, 
Matthias Jordan, Mike Hall, Alistair Deverick, Finn 
Scholes, and more reinterpret one of the biggest 
selling albums track by track. Fountain’s haunting 
and magnetic voice will echo forth in all its ethereal 
beauty when blended with Young’s timeless rock 
anthems, the mesmerising fusion of sounds 
bringing forth new life from the tracks. 
Live Rust takes to the stage as the first in the 
iconic Come Together 2025 programme. The 
raw emotion of Neil Young will be followed by the 
atmospheric complexity of Pink Floyd’s Dark Side 
of the Moon and the sheer power of Led Zeppelin 
II as the loud and live series enters its fifth year. 
Each legendary album will be performed in its 
entirety – track by track, back to back – with an 
additional bonus set of deep cuts and classic hits. 
Come together for every guitar riff, thunderous 
drumbeat, and soaring lyric of Neil Young’s Live 
Rust at 2025’s first Come Together concert.

Te Whare Tīwekaweka, Marlon Williams’ debut 
Māori language album, drew its first breath on 
the 4th of April when it was released across major 
streaming platforms. It comes to life again along the 
acclaimed Kiwi singer-songwriter’s 11-date Aotearoa 
album tour, which settles into the capital’s St James 
Theatre on the 7th and 8th of June. 
Performing alongside his longtime band The Yarra 
Benders with support from KOMMI, Williams says 
that the whakataukī (saying) that guided Te Whare 
Tīwekaweka was ‘ko te reo Māori, he matapihi ki Te 
Ao Māori’, which translates to ‘the Māori language is 
a window to the Māori world’. 
“Through the process of constructing these songs, 
I’ve found a means of expressing my joys, sorrows, 
and humour in a way that feels both distinctly new 
yet also connects me to my tīpuna and my whenua,” 
he says. “As a songwriter, I cherish simplicity, but as 
a speaker of Māori, I had a bucketload of whakamā 
to push through before I could even approach my 
friend KOMMI about helping me write songs in 
Māori.”
The album is definitely a labour of love for the Kiwi 
creative, who spent five years constructing it from 
his hometown of Lyttelton where he reconnected 
with friends and family after a globe-trotting decade 
establishing his career. 
His journey developing his ancestral tongue 
unlocked both a newfound lyrical honesty and 
a grand sonic vision. He hopes that the “music 
may do the mahi that conversation cannot, and 
that it may broaden and deepen our sense of 
interconnectedness”.

Photo by Ian Laidlaw.

Reb Fountain.
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Heroism and humiliation

When Great Britain declared war on Germany in 
1914, Rotorua-born Roger Ingram Te Kepa Dansey, 
an engineer and Māori All Black, enlisted as part of 
the 500-strong Native Contingent. 
In 1915, on the shores of Gallipoli, Captain Dansey 
disobeyed his commander’s orders, saving the 
lives of his men. Rather than being dubbed a hero, 
he was humiliated and sent back to New Zealand 
in disgrace. At home, as stories of his valour and 
bravery in battle began circling the motu, he was 
recruited for the Pioneer Battalion, with whom he 
returned to the war and was promoted to the rank of 
Major.
This true story of heroism and humiliation comes to 
life on stage in Mate Ururoa, a new chamber opera 
from legendary New Zealand composer Dame Gillian 
Whitehead (Ngāi Te Rangi, Ngāi Tuhoe). Originally set 
to premiere in 2021 at Carnegie Hall but cancelled 
due to the pandemic, the world premiere season 
of Mate Ururoa runs from Friday the 11th to Sunday 
the 13th of July at Hannah Playhouse with Wellington 
Opera. 
Performed in English and te reo Māori by Māori 
American baritone David Tahere and taonga pūoro 
practitioner and mezzo Ariana Tikao, Mate Ururoa 
is directed by Sara Brodie, with the music ensemble 
Stroma, conducted by Hamish McKeich.
On the programme with Mate Ururoa is Notes from 
the Front, a set of songs about Kiwi Alexander 
Aitken who played violin in WWI trenches, composed 
by Ross Harris with text by Vincent O’Sullivan, 
performed by tenor Richard Greager, violinist 
Matthew Ross, and pianist Emma Sayers.

Out of this world

The stars have aligned for the Wellington Comedy 
Club Matariki Showcase, where a constellation of 
Kiwi comedians will come together on the 19th of 
June at Te Auaha for a night of non-stop laughs. 
Wellington Comedy Club Matariki Showcase sees 
Kajun Brooking as the host at the centre of this big 
bang bash. With a quick witted and punchy style 
and seven awards under his belt, Brooking will 
serve as an out-of-this-world MC for some of the 
best and brightest Aotearoa comedy stars. 
The event’s supernova headliner Li’i Alaimoana will 
shoot across the stage in a blaze of galactic glory at 
the end of the night. The multi-award-winning Billy 
T nominee returns to the stage for the first time 
following a two-year break with great stories, stellar 
songs, and plenty of good-natured comedy.
Joining them is Mamaeroa Munn, winner of Best 
Newcomer at the 2023 Wellington Comedy Awards 
and a regular performer, producer, and director 
in the local Wellington comedy scene; 2023 
Wellington Raw Comedy Quest finalist and Adam 
New Zealand Play Award-winner Viki Moananu, who 
has been making waves in comedy and theatre; 
2020 Wellington Raw Comedy Quest finalist Lianne 
Karaitiana, known for her appearances on telly 
screens nationwide; and magician Aperehama 
Rua, who performs magic in both te reo Māori and 
English. 
Catch a comet of cosmic comedy, moments of 
multiversal magic, and a smattering of stardust at 
Wellington Comedy Club Matariki Showcase.

Lianne Karaitiana.

www.ecowindows.nz | sales@ecowindows.nz | Showroom at 405 Hutt Road, Alicetown

Double glazing powered by uPVC joinery
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Lance The Locksmith
Securing the Wellington regions of 
Eastbourne, Wainuiomata, Lower 
Hutt, Upper Hutt, and Porirua

We can help with:
Unlocking doors

Rekeying locks

Removing broken keys

Installing deadbolts

Digital locks

021 188 8048
lancethelocksmith@gmail.com
lancethelocksmith.co.nz

Contact us today!

Keeping your family home secure.

• Before School Care • After School Care 
• School Holiday Programmes

Out of school care 
individually tailored 
to your needs!

Contact us for more information: 
Email: aboutkidzoscar@gmail.com 

St Brendan’s - 027 616 0235 | Paparangi - 04 461 6347

Taking bookings for  
July School Holidays now!
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Facebook has a delightful 
way of dredging up your past 
cringeworthy self. It has 
this feature, you see, where 
it ‘thinks you might like to 
look back on this memory’ 
because it ‘cares about you’ 
and the time you accidentally 
said ‘merry Boxing Day day 

after’ to your bus driver on the 27th of December 
2017. Here’s your annual reminder of how you 
‘forgot where Michael Fowler Centre is’ on the day 
of your graduation 10 years ago despite having 
lived in this city your whole life. 
If you are a particularly hilarious and humble 
person like me though, Facebook does 
occasionally highlight some of your absolute 
bangers. My favourite status updates that it’s 
excavated from my page in recent times include: 
‘Today my Fitbit congratulated me on hitting my 
daily step count when I was not stepping at all but 
was in fact eating a cupcake vigorously.’
‘Saw my dad coming towards the office from a 
distance so decided to hide behind a pillar to give 
him a FRIGHT but he came around the corner 
faster than anticipated and I myself got a fright.’
‘Just dropped my banana into the path of an 
oncoming pedestrian then rather than apologising I 
got flustered and muttered to them “this banana is 
causing many difficulties in my life.”’
And, finally, this plot twist that brings me to the 
actual subject of this column even though I’ve 
nearly run out of words: ‘Maddi Dropped Another 
Thing in the Toilet: A Memoir. Chapter Six: Airpod.’
I have dropped an inordinate number of things in 
the toilet. Let’s review. Phone, earring, another 
phone, a 40-gram pouch of Port Royal blue... That 
last one was particularly embarrassing because 
when I smoked, my poison of choice was Port 
Royal Original, which, crucially, was purple rather 
than blue. The dairy had been out, so I’d bought 
a different flavour and forgotten. When I looked 
in the loo, I said out loud, in public, “Wow, some 
idiot dropped their pouch in the toilet”. It wasn’t till 
I went outside for a dart that I realised I was the 
idiot. Continuing the idiocy theme, I very recently 
lost the entire head of a scrubbing brush down 
my loo at home and promptly flushed it in a panic. 
Currently waiting for the consequences of my 
actions to resurface, so to speak.

Building and design 
practitioners (LBPs) have 
to be licensed to carry out 
restricted design or building 
work and they are overseen 
by a licensing board, which 
can investigate complaints 
about LBPs. 
The members of the board 

include professionals from the various areas 
of the building and design industry plus legal 
experts. If a complaint is made against an LBP, 
the complaint will be looked into first by the 
registrar to see if any charges should be brought 
before the board. Common matters dealt with 
include negligent work carried out, not complying 
with building consents, and failing to provide 
a record of work to the owner and territorial 
authority.
The registrar will notify the LBP, who will be given 
an opportunity to respond to the complaint and 
provide supporting material if they wish. Once 
all of the responses have been considered, the 
registrar will prepare a report setting out the 
evidence and the allegations to be heard by 
the board. The board will organise a hearing 
and advise the parties of the board members 
who are proposed to hear the charges. A party 
can object to a board member if there is a valid 
reason to do so. The LBP can be represented at 
the hearing. It is not usual for the complainant 
to be represented, but they can be if they wish. 
The board will carry out the investigation and the 
complainant will be a witness rather than a party 
at the hearing.
Any witnesses will give evidence and can 
be questioned by the board and any lawyer 
representing the LBP. Once all of the evidence is 
heard, the board will consider the evidence and 
reach conclusions on the facts. If any charge is 
upheld, the LBP will then have an opportunity to 
comment on any proposed punishment before a 
decision is finalised. The board has wide powers if 
it finds an LBP in breach of their responsibilities, 
including fines, costs, suspension, and in the 
most serious cases, revoking the builder or 
designer’s licence.

A word from Maddi... 
Toilet humour 

Advice from Alan 
Building Practitioners Board

by Madelaine Empson

by Alan Knowsley, consultant, Rainey Collins Lawyers

It’s no secret

Creating community

Aussie country star Brad Cox loves New Zealand. 
“NZ is rad! Travelled there numerous times for 
work, but mainly for pleasure because I just 
absolutely love the country,” he beams. “My 
favourite part about NZ is definitely the people, full 
of proper good humans, and the stunning scenery.”
If his love for Aotearoa wasn’t clear enough, 
he’s crossing the ditch in June for a three-date 
roadshow called, you guessed it, I Really Love NZ 
Tour.
This will be his second session bopping around 
the motu – he’s spent the last wee while winning 
hearts across Australia and now he’s ready to do it 
all over again on this side of the Tasman. 
Known for his no-nonsense charm and powerhouse 
live shows, Cox is already beloved both here and 
across the globe, with over 140,000 monthly 
listeners on Spotify alone, four Golden Guitar wins, 
and APRA and ARIA nominations aplenty under his 
silver-buckled bronco belt. His repertoire includes 
charting bangers the likes of Give Me Tonight, Lake 
House, Acres, Water On The Ground, and Beer and 
Fishin’ that you’ve heard on the airwaves. 
He’ll be bringing his unmistakable voice, raw 
storytelling, and big-stage energy to Wellington 
fans on the 19th of June, stomping into Meow boots 
and all with a string of anthems to bust out. His 
reputation for connecting deeply with his crowds 
precedes him, plus he’s absolutely “pumped” for 
his upcoming shows – question is, can you match 
his hype?

For over 50 years, Youthline Wellington has been 
providing local development and mental health 
support to rangatahi aged 12 to 24. Offering a 
free helpline service through text, email, phone, 
or webchat, as well as face-to-face counselling 
services, mentoring sessions, and programmes in 
schools and communities, the charity takes a “with 
youth, for youth” approach. 
To help raise vital funds for their organisation, 
Youthline is hosting a movie fundraiser at Light 
House Cuba, screening The Salt Path on the 18th of 
June at 5:30pm. 
Starring Gillian Anderson and Jason Isaacs and 
directed by Marianne Elliott, The Salt Path is 
based on Raynor Winn’s best-selling memoir of 
the same name and tells a true story of resilience, 
connection, and hope. After receiving a bad health 
diagnosis and being left homeless following legal 
trouble, married couple Raynor (Anderson) and 
Moth (Isaacs) embark on the 630-mile South West 
Coast Path, the longest uninterrupted path in 
England that skirts from Minehead to Poole around 
the coast of Somerset, Devon, Cornwall, and 
Dorset. 
Deemed a “funny, loving, honest and 
unsentimental wee gem” by The Post, punctuated 
by beautiful scenery, and overflowing with heart, 
this inspiring story sees Raynor and Moth reclaim 
their sense of purpose and belonging along the 
way.
Goodie bags will be provided to attendees and 
all ticket proceeds will go directly to Youthline 
Wellington, helping them continue to support 
young people in our community.
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Gallery news
by Alessia Belsito-Riera

The biennial Kiingi Tuheitia Portraiture Award was 
established in 2020 to inspire a new generation 
of emerging Māori artists to create portraits of 
their tūpuna (ancestors). Hosted at New Zealand 
Portrait Gallery Te Pukenga Whakaata until the 
17th of August with the blessing of Kuini Nga wai 
hono i te po Pootatau Te Wherowhero VIII, the 
2025 competition saw entries using a wide range 
of mediums, including video, stop-motion puppetry, 
ceramics with pāua inlay, oil paintings, and textiles 
made from linen, cotton, and glass beads.
With the Forsyth Barr People’s Choice Award still 
up for grabs, honourable mentions were awarded 
to Shannon Te Rangihaeata Clamp, Divine 
Herekiuha, Jessica Hulme, Caitlin Jolley, and Zoe 
Marler, while Maata-Maria Cartisciano snapped up 
second place for Ekore koe e ngaro i tōku Koro, an 
acrylic and pencil portrait of their grandfather. 
Placing first is 22-year-old Jazmin Tainui Mihi 
Paget-Knebel for her photograph Taniwha Chasers. 
She gives us the inside scoop below. 
Congratulations! What went through your head 
when you heard you won?
The only thing I could think of was that I was going 
to meet our Kuini and that she would know my 
name and then I couldn’t wait to tell my whānau 
because I knew they would be so proud.
What inspired your work? 
I originally made Taniwha Chasers because 
I wanted to commemorate my whānau and 
community. I believe far too often Ōpōtiki is being 
shown by the media in a negative light and I 
wanted to change that narrative by highlighting our 
rangatahi and their passions. Rangatahi have been 
horse riding in Ōpōtiki for generations and it’s a 
strong part of our histories and culture. This series 
captures their relationship and how it is connecting 
them to their whakapapa and Te Taiao. 
What draws you to photography? 
As a wāhine takatāpui, working in a Pākehā-
dominated colonial space like photography, it was 
so important to me to be representing and showing 
my community and people in the way that they 
want to be represented and seen in the media. A 
huge part of my practice is to decolonise the lens 
and return the narrative to Māori, that is what’s 
most filling in my mahi.
What prompted you to enter the competition? 
I felt it was necessary to share this specific image 
in hopes of making it into the exhibition to show 
the beauty of my community and our whakapapa 
because us rangatahi from small towns like Ōpōtiki 
don’t get the recognition we deserve. I also think 
this image speaks to the times we are in and has 
created a symbol of hope for our rangatahi.
What do you hope visitors take away from the 
exhibition?
I hope they see the beauty in our communities in 
all of the artworks and our collective imagination 
of the future in Aotearoa. I hope they see the 
representation we deserve and feel pride in 
knowing we know our whakapapa.

Created in partnership with the Waitangi Tribunal, 
He Kura Toi Tangata: 50 years of the Waitangi 
Tribunal 1975-2025 offers Te Waka Huia 
Wellington Museum visitors the opportunity to 
engage with the Tribunal’s history and learn about 
the significant role it has played in shaping modern 
Aotearoa until the 25th of September. 
“This is our collective story of facing the 
challenging history of our past, and how we 
have matured as a nation to take the journey to 
undertake the settlement process with iwi from 
around Aotearoa,” Kaihautū director of Māori 
strategy at Wheako Pōneke Experience Wellington 
Tānemahuta Gray (Ngāi Tahu, Rangitāne, Tainui) 
says, adding that the exhibition also showcases 
“how far we have come as a world-leading nation in 
Indigenous issues and building a partnership that 
all other Indigenous nations worldwide view us as 
the standard to achieve in ethnic relations”.
As an exhibition significant to every New Zealander, 
He Kura Toi Tangata features a series of 50 images 
and narratives that explore pivotal moments and 
landmark cases, commemorate 50 years of the 
Waitangi Tribunal, and highlight their enduring 
legacy in addressing Treaty of Waitangi grievances. 
A documentary featuring interviews with three 
former Waitangi Tribunal chairs accompanies it. 
“We’re hearing a lot of discussion about Te 
Tiriti o Waitangi and its principles right now. It’s 
the zeitgeist issue of the moment and learning 
more about it is a great way to bring value to 
these conversations so we can have stronger 
discussions”, Gray continues, adding that it’s “a 
very inspiring New Zealand story, and one all New 
Zealanders should be aware of, and hopefully 
proud of what a small nation has achieved”.

The 19th prime minister of New Zealand, William 
Fergusson Massey, served during a tumultuous 
period of history for both Aotearoa and the world. 
Entering Te Papakura Gallery from the ground floor 
of the Beehive, visitors can take a step back in time 
and into his shoes at 1856-1925 as experienced 
by William F Massey, an exhibition created in 
partnership with Te Kunenga ki Pūrehuroa Massey 
University and the Massey family that explores our 
nation’s emerging global role during the First World 
War. 
“This period of history was a time of great change,” 
Parliamentary Service chief executive Rafael 
Gonzalez-Montero says. “The onset of World War I 
and the involvement of allied forces is still a legacy 
that is very much at the forefront of New Zealanders’ 
consciousness.”
Running until the 14th of September, the exhibition 
walks through the transformative years between 
1856 to 1925, exploring Massey’s influences as 
well as significant events that happened during his 
lifetime. 
On display are items of national significance, such as 
the pen used to sign the Treaty of Versailles, as well 
as personal items belonging to Massey, including 
his Bible, walking stick, Petone-made woolly blanket, 
and initialled bowler hat. Visitors will also find video 
footage of the 19th prime minister at the Western 
Front and an interview with his son. 
“The exhibition uses objects to tell the stories and 
hopes to show New Zealand’s history and context,” 
Gonzalez-Montero continues. “The opening of the 
exhibition coincided with the 100 years since William 
F Massey died in office. That gives visitors a bite-
sized timeframe to be able to consider how New 
Zealand has evolved as a nation.”

Taniwha Chasers

Upholding mana

A changing world

Detail of Marire Baker and baby Taine Harrison, 
Te Haroto Marae. Photo by Paul Hamer.

Taniwha Chasers by Jazmin Tainui MIhi Paget-Knebel.

Back to contents
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14 Upper Bourke Street, Kilbirnie, WELLINGTON
www.stcatherinescollege.school.nz

Encouraging the best

Encouraged to shine

Thrive and shine 

170 Coutts Street, Kilbirnie, Wellington • P: 939 3050
E: the.principal@rongotai.school.nz • W: www.rongotai.school.nz

      www.facebook.com/RongotaiCollege

RONGOTAI EXPERIENCE
Friday 6 June
Be a part of Rongotai College for half a day. 
If your school has not already arranged this, 
please telephone our office to arrange for 
you to attend.

Wanting a boys school education but afraid of 
being lost in the crowd?
Come and visit Rongotai, where all boys are 
treated as individuals.

OPEN EVENING
Tuesday 10 June 6.30pm to 8.30pm
We invite you to tour our college and find 
out about our academic, cultural and 
sporting programmes.

Boys’ schools remain a relevant and important 
segment of the New Zealand educational 
landscape. Studies show that young men who 
attend boys’ schools achieve academically 
at significantly higher levels than those in co-
educational schools, while being hugely successful 
across a range of other areas of school life too.
Rongotai College is an exceptional state secondary 
school for boys, providing young men with the 
knowledge, skills, and opportunities to succeed. 
Founded in 1928, Rongotai College in Kilbirnie is 
enriched by a proud heritage yet remains forward-
thinking and progressive.  
Rongotai has a culture that encourages boys to 
strive for excellence in academic, creative, cultural, 
and sporting pursuits. Teachers have a clear view of 
what they want to achieve: encouraging young men 
to be the best they can be in all areas of their lives.
To achieve this, Rongotai offers an engaging 
curriculum specifically developed for the way boys 
think and learn, helping them build confidence 
in their abilities and thrive academically. A broad 
range of opportunities are provided both inside and 
outside the classroom to help all students discover 
their passion and fulfil their potential.
With a roll of 730, the college is small enough to 
know each boy well and recognise his individual 
character and needs, but large enough to offer an 
extensive curriculum that meets the academic and 
vocational needs of individual students.
We invite you to our Open Evening on 10 June to 
discover the wonderful opportunities available to 
your son at Rongotai College.

The vision of St Catherine’s College is to inspire 
confident, independent learners who think 
creatively. Students are challenged to reach their 
academic and personal potential in a warm, caring, 
Catholic environment, yet are also prepared for 
future challenges and opportunities in a global, ever-
changing world. 
Established by the Sisters of Mercy in 1950, St 
Catherine’s College carries a rich legacy inspired by 
Catherine of Siena, who devoted her life to prayer 
and serving others. With small class sizes, high-
calibre academic education, and extensive co-
curricular opportunities, the institution offers young 
girls a nurturing environment where they can learn, 
grow, and discover their passions. 
Educators at St Catherine’s College take a tailored 
approach. Teachers know each student personally, 
which means they can monitor progress, analyse 
strengths and challenges, and work with each girl to 
help her reach her potential. Every student has her 
own mentor with whom she can discuss progress 
and goals so she can best pursue all her academic 
and personal achievements. 
St Catherine’s College students achieve well above 
the national average in all qualifications. Outside of 
academics, girls have many cultural and sporting 
extracurricular opportunities to engage with as well.
Explore St Catherine’s College at their Open Night 
on the 11th of June. Get to know the teachers and 
staff, walk around the school, and discover the 
wonderful education and experience your daughter 
can enjoy at St Catherine’s College.

Newlands Intermediate School – Te Kura Waenga 
ō Horokiwi is a place to stand tall, where rangatahi 
can learn, play, and explore who they want to be. 
Located in Paparangi and welcoming students in 
Year 7 and 8, this community-based school provides 
a tailored approach to teaching this special age 
group. 
With a reputation for quality teaching and learning 
within an innovative local curriculum, Newlands 
Intermediate adapts to the unique needs of its 
students to help them build resilience and integrity, 
value diversity and heritage, celebrate growth and 
effort, show compassion and care, and learn in, 
with, and from their community. 
New principal Chris Els has thoroughly enjoyed his 
first term at the helm of Newlands Intermediate. 
“The creativity and dedication from students and 
staff can be clearly seen, and we can’t wait to see it 
all come together,” he says. “Watching our rangatahi 
participate in a variety of areas and shine in these 
areas is always exciting.”
As a flexible, diverse, democratic, positive, safe, and 
engaging place of learning, Newlands Intermediate 
is dedicated to supporting its rangatahi 
academically, but also socially, emotionally, and 
culturally too. The environment caters to the 
needs of emerging adolescents by providing a 
holistic approach with a curriculum designed to 
help prepare young learners for secondary school 
while still helping them discover their interests, 
challenges, and strengths. 
With a passion for teaching, counselling, and 
guiding, and genuine compassion, Newlands 
Intermediate is a place where students thrive. Find 
out more at www.newlandsint.school.nz

Lifelong learning. Together.
Strength, community, togetherness and collective achievement.

Bracken Road, Newlands, Wellington • Phone (04) 478 8195 
E: office@newlandsint.school.nz • www.newlandsint.school.nz

Open  

Evening

26th June

6:30pm

MARSDENExperienceExperience
PrimaryPrimary
11 JUNE

Year 7Year 7
18 JUNE

Year 9Year 9
24 JUNE

marsden.school.nz/register

Girls Years 1–13, Co-ed PreschoolGirls Years 1–13, Co-ed Preschool

Spend the day with us!

https://www.rongotai.school.nz
https://www.stcatherinescollege.school.nz
https://www.newlandsint.school.nz
https://www.marsden.school.nz/register
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A fresh choice

Now in its third decade, the New Zealand Careers 
Expo is the largest and longest-running event of 
its kind. Coming to Wellington’s TSB Arena on 
the 25th of June, it brings together a powerful 
mix of employers, tertiary providers, industry 
organisations, and government agencies under 
one roof. 
Whether you’re a recent graduate, an adult 
jobseeker, or simply considering a career change, 
the New Zealand Careers Expo helps people 
feel more confident about their next steps by 
showcasing a diversity of pathways across a wide 
range of sectors. From discovering apprenticeships 
and industry-led training programmes to breaking 
stereotypes about careers in the military or 
accounting, there are so many options available 
regardless of your area of expertise. 
As Aotearoa grapples with record-high 
unemployment and high numbers of young people 
not in employment, education, or training (NEET), 
the nationwide Careers Expo is providing a much-
needed lifeline, connecting people with real 
pathways into study, training, and meaningful work.
“The current job landscape is tough, especially for 
young people trying to break into the workforce or 
those struggling to find their footing,” NZ Careers 
Expo director Mark Gillard says. “But there are 
still opportunities out there. The expo is a place to 
explore what’s on offer and what it takes to build a 
fulfilling career.”
It’s never to late to start down a fresh career path 
– take the leap and get started at the 2025 New 
Zealand Career Expo. For more information, visit 
www.careersexpo.org.nz

In-Person & Online @ careersexpo.org.nz

TSB Arena, Queens Wharf.  
Wellington  

 
Wednesday 25 June,   

10am - 3pm / 5 -7pm.  

Open to everyone  
& entry is free.

 
ONLINE  
DIGITAL  
EXPO

Check out the 
 

Hundreds of employers, educational, 
vocational, and training providers  

to explore.  Start a converstion.
careersexpo.org.nz

http://www.careersexpo.org.nz
https://www.careersexpo.org.nz
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News
The healing power of laughter  
by Madelaine Empson

Australian comedian Andrew Hamilton is about 
to tour Aotearoa for the very first time with his 
award-nominated, critically acclaimed debut 
show Jokes About the Time I Went to Prison. 
Performing at the Abandoned Taproom in Petone 
on Saturday the 14th of June at 6pm and 8pm, 
the “fascinating and unique” (Chortle: The UK 
Comedy Guide) viral online sensation, co-host of 
the Flog Cabin podcast, and member of the OG 
Crew will do exactly what it says on the can: riff 
on the four months he spent in two of Sydney’s 
maximum-security prisons in 2021 for the supply 
of psychedelic drugs. 
Did you ever envision a career in comedy, let 
alone one that would be so successful? 
No, I don’t think so. I think I’d always had an 
interest in comedy. Even from a very young age, I 
used to go to a lot of stand-up in Sydney, and not 
just the big comedians either. I would go to very 
small local stand-up comedy shows with a lineup 
of nobody-comedians, just because I really loved it. 
Sometimes I would write down jokes in my phone, 
like joke ideas, which is quite telling I think. I had 
an interest in it, but I never made an active plan 
to go to a gig and try out – I just thought that was 
too terrifying. It wasn’t until I went to jail and I had 
the opportunity to ask myself, ‘If I could start my 
life over, what would I do?’ Really, the only answer 
in my head was stand-up comedy. That told me 
everything I needed to know. I got out and started 
doing it, and I threw myself into it. In my first year, 
I did something like 260 comedy gigs in Sydney 
just to try and get better at it. I found that if you’re 
trying at something that much, you can’t help but 
accelerate.
I read that you realised the transformative power 
of laughter whilst in prison. I wondered, did 
you have any specific lightbulb moments that 
prompted that voice to say, ‘This is what I’d do if I 
could start over’? 
There was one moment that I talk about on stage 
where one of the prison guards called out for a 
guy named David Wilson, and then a whole yard of 
crims started doing their best impression of Tom 
Hanks in the movie Cast Away. ‘Wilson! Wilson! I’m 
sorry, Wilson!’ I remember being in tears laughing 
for a good two minutes. When I was laughing, I 
realised I’d forgotten about my surroundings and 
the cameras and the barbed wire fences. That 
really showed me, well, wow, if laughter can make 
me forget that I’m in a maximum-security prison... 
That’s incredibly powerful. 
When you first got out and hit the ground running 
with 260 gigs that year – I have a bad-pun joke 
question... 
Go on.
Did you get off to a shaky start, or were you... 
away laughing?  
[Laughs.] Not bad!
Thank you! Basically, how do you think your style 
has evolved since those initial gigs?  
You look back at old tapes of you doing stand-up 
and you just can’t help but cringe at everything, 
from the jokes that you wrote to the way that you 
performed. Even now, I’ll look back at the tapes 
of me from three months ago and think that it’s 
all absolutely awful. I think that’s just a pretty 
common pathway for people in any kind of artform, 
right? You look back at it and cringe a little, but 
realise how much you’ve progressed. I think when 
I started doing those first stand-up gigs, I wasn’t 
really performing, I was just trying to remember 
the words that I’d written down and memorised at 
home. Over time, you add more and more strings 
to your bow, which is just timing, little mannerisms, 
all the things that add to a comedic performance. 
And you know, I’m only three years in, so there’s 
so many things that I still need to learn. I look at 
comedians who are seasoned, and they just have 
all these tricks up their sleeve, and wow, that’s 
amazing. 
I’m enjoying the journey, and I seem to be making 
people laugh. People keep coming to my shows at 
the moment. That’s good enough for now and then 
it’s just about continuing to put in the work to keep 
learning.
This is going to be your first New Zealand tour. 
How are you feeling and what are you most 
looking forward to? 
Well, it’s my first international tour at all, because 
I’ve only been allowed out of Australia since 
December. I was on a corrections order for two 
and a half years, and that’s finished now, so I’m 
able to tour. Of course, New Zealand made sense 
as my first international tour because I have a 
pretty reasonable fanbase here, it seems, from 
social media. You guys and I seem to share a 
pretty similar sense of humour, so the jokes should 
translate – for the most part [chuckles]. I’ve been 
to New Zealand a bunch of times in my pre-comedy 
life, but I’m very excited to be coming over there 
to do stand-up. It looks like a very fun little tour. 
I’m going to see a great piece of New Zealand and 
hopefully meet some very colourful characters, and 
we’re all going to have a laugh together. So, I’m 
absolutely pumped for it.
Anything in particular you’re looking forward to 
doing in Welly? 
We’re probably not going to have time to see 
everything, but I think at the very least I’m going to 
go have some food, a couple of beers, and a coffee 
in Newtown. 
The location we’re doing is The Abandoned 
Taproom in Petone. The tickets there seem to be 
selling really well, probably among the best of 
the whole tour. We’re doing an early show and a 
late show, and it looks like both will sell out. It’s 
awesome. You know, if you can’t get excited about 
a sold-out show on a Saturday in a brewery, you 
probably shouldn’t be in comedy!
Agreed! If audiences could take one thing away 
from the show, what would you want it to be? 
So obviously, a lot of the show is me doing jokes 
about my stupid past life and all the mistakes 
I made. I do a fair few jokes about drugs and 
addiction, but the most important part of the show 
for me, and the one I’m proudest of, is the sincere 
part I end with, which is about why comedy is so 
important to me. I truly believe in the healing power 
of laughter. I feel very fortunate that I discovered 
comedy, and I use it as a kind of example to show 
people that you can screw your life up in many 
different ways – including like myself and go to 
prison – but you can change your life. You can turn 
things around. I also hopefully try and destigmatise 
a bit about the prison experience. Just because 
people go to prison doesn’t mean that they’re 
necessarily evil people, and I think, as a society, 
if we’re faster to try and support some of these 
people, it would have a positive impact on that 
cycle of crime that we see in Australia and around 
the world.

A hint of homicide by Alessia Belsito-Riera

Step into a world of suspense, sleuthing, and 
scandal, where suspects and secrets meet 
champagne and sequins. Something wickedly fun 
this way comes on the 6th of June, so step inside 
The Pow Wow Room speakeasy for a Murder 
Mystery Night you won’t forget soon. 
“A Novel Death is a 1920s-themed murder mystery 
evening,” WellyFun events manager Enya Gubbins 
says. “It is an interactive night of mystery, vintage 
glamour, and clue cracking.”
As The Pow Wow Room transforms into a crime 
scene thanks to the masterminds at CluedUp, 
guests become detectives and suspects in 
an immersive and interactive experience with 
dramatic reveals, poker faces, and a hint of 
homicide. With props and glitz aplenty, attendees 
are encouraged to wear 1920s costumes, so they 
can step into the glamourous photobooth. With 
pearls optional and the bar open to everyone, 
the only thing that’s required is a healthy dose of 
suspicion. 
“We’re passionate about creating safe, welcoming, 
and entertaining spaces where people can let 
loose, connect, and escape the everyday,” Gubbins 
says, adding that as long as Wellingtonians 
are showing up, the team will keep creating 
unforgettable experiences worth showing up for. 
“We’re already planning future experiences which 
incorporate the events we already do, including a 
casino-themed mystery night and other creative 
twists that bring our ethos to life”.
A killer night of mystery is due to hit Wellington – 
suit up, settle in, and get sleuthing at this 1920s 
whodunnit.
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DA N C E  CO L L E C T I V E

In Matariki/Pleiades Crows Feet director Jan 
Bolwell explores Maori and western concepts of 
the star cluster known as ‘The Seven Sisters’ 
performed to contemporary Maori and Greek 
music.

Choreographed by Carolyn McKeefry, Hutt Crows 
explore Holst's The Planets:  Saturn, the Bringer of 
Age and Jupiter, the Bringer of Joy.

Journey to a New Life, choreographed by Tania 
Kopyko of Palmerston North Crows Feet, depicts 
the 1950 journey of WW2 European refugees to 
New Zealand.

In Threads/ Ngā Raranga o Te Ao, Anna Groves 
traces ancestral ties through daily acts, weaving 
shared stories of belonging and home.

FRI JUNE 27 at 7.30pm
SAT JUNE 28 at 2pm & 4.30pm

MEMORIAL THEATRE
Student Union Building, Victoria University

Tickets: $30/$25  Children 12 & under $12
Door sales: cash only | Booking: event�nda.co.nz

www.janbolwell.com/crowsfeet-dance-collective      
www.facebook.com/crowsdance

Quality Interpreting Since 1993

Freephone: 0508 468 377 | Email: info@interpret.org.nz
Website: www.interpret.org.nz

Happy Matariki to everyone!

• Confidential • Professional • Accurate

Onsite, Phone & Video 
Interpreting 24/7

https://www.facebook.com/crowsdance
https://www.interpret.org.nz


14

Matariki

Matariki Ahi Kā 2024 projection Nō Rua, nō Mango, 
nō runga i te rangi.

Celebrating the Māori New Year

World premiere for lucky kura!

To celebrate the Māori New Year, Wellington City 
Council presents Mana Moana Pōneke on weekends 
from the 7th to the 22nd of June from 6pm to 9pm 
at Whairepo Lagoon, and Matariki Ahi Kā from the 
19th to the 22nd of June from 6pm to 9pm along the 
Wellington Waterfront. The celebration of the Māori 
New Year dates back nearly 700 years, marked by 
the rising of Puanga (the star Rigel in Orion) and the 
Matariki star cluster (Pleiades or the Seven Sisters).
Matariki Ahi Kā is an immersive walk-through event 
featuring fire, projections, performances, and a 
special ceremony to honour those who have passed 
since last Matariki. Write down the names of loved 
ones, memories, and hopes for the future. Starting 
at the Barnett St carpark tomokanga (entrance) 
at 7:40pm each evening, our pāpā and tamariki 
will walk the waterfront, discovering the stories of 
the Matariki whetū (stars) before arriving at the 
ceremony locations, where your messages will be 
offered to the flames to rise to the stars. Share kai 
with friends and whānau each night at one of our 
two vibrant food courts, accompanied by live music. 
Mana Moana Pōneke is a series of Indigenous 
short films about our ocean, projected onto a water 
screen. A collaboration between Māori and Pasifika 
artists, musicians, writers, and choreographers, the 
works come alive as millions of water droplets catch 
the light – images seemingly emerging from the dark 
and floating across the water. 
Check out the programme and view the map at 
wellington.govt.nz/matariki

Taki Rua Productions mark 30 years of whakaaro 
reo māori this year and are celebrating with the 
development and tour of a brand-new play. 
Rere Atu Taku Poi! is by Bea Joblin and is based on 
the bestselling book by Tangaroa Paul. 
While the development of new work isn’t new for 
Taki Rua, this play is special as it looks at the 
importance of diversity within our community and 
acceptance of all. 
Writer Joblin says, “It’s exciting to see Taki Rua 
celebrating takatāpui/rainbow identities, and 
uplifting the work of amazing people like Tangaroa 
Paul. I love that Taki Rua is using the art of theatre, 
as well as ngā toi o rēhia nō te ao Māori to explore 
conversations around how tikanga is evolving to 
support a wide range of identities, as it once did i 
ngā rā o ngā tīpuna.”
Rere Atu Taku Poi! will tour the motu, going into 
kura and providing tamariki with the opportunity to 
experience theatre in te reo. 
Taki Rua tumu whakahaere Craig Fransen says, “I 
hope our tamariki are inspired to know that they 
are all performers and that their whole world is a 
space for theatre.”
As we see the arts facing more cuts this year and 
available funding drop, the mahi of companies like 
Taki Rua has become even more important, and 
works like Rere Atu Taku Poi! play an important 
role in promoting theatre as a place of inclusivity 
and empathy for our tamariki. 

Amanda Noblett, Waitahi Aniwania McGee, 
Mycah Keall, and Manahi Taoho.

Star
GLAZEGLAZE

WWW.OTAKIPOTTERYCLUB.ORGWWW.OTAKIPOTTERYCLUB.ORG

ŌT A K I  R A C E C O U R S E  
I N D O O R  E V E N T

A  M A T A R I K I  C E L E B R A T I O N

J U N E  2 0  -  2 1 ,  2 0 2 5  |  1 0 A M  -  4 P M
E N T R Y :  $ 5  R A C E  C L U B  F E E  O N  F R I D A Y  |  K O H A  O N  S A T U R D A Y

proudly supported by

  
  

  

Matariki Ahi Kā
19–22 June 
 6pm–9pm, Waterfront

Mana Moana Pōneke 
6pm–9pm, Weekends 7–22 June  
 Whairepo Lagoon

wellington.govt.nz/matariki

https://www.otakipotteryclub.org
https://www.wellington.govt.nz/matariki
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WORLD PREMIERE OF THE OPERA  
BY Dame Gillian Whitehead 

UN BALLO IN 
MASCHERA

A MASKED 
BALL
VVEERRDDII

6–10 AUGUST 2025
OPERA HOUSE

BOOK NOW AT 
WELLINGTONOPERA.NZ
MADELEINE PIERARD  • JARED HOLT
NATASHA TE RUPE WILSON  • JULIEN VAN MELLAERTS
KRISTIN DARRAGH  •  MORGAN-ANDREW KING
BRIAN CASTLES-ONION  •  JACQUELINE COATS

MATE URUROA

 Hannah  
 Playhouse

11-13 
July

A Gallipoli Story
Tickets at wellingtonopera.nz

https://www.wellingtonopera.nz
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Space is the Place for Matariki

Matariki at the Museum

As Matariki rises once more in the winter sky, Space 
Place invites whānau and friends to come together 
and celebrate with a stellar lineup of events.
At Hākari Below the Stars, Space Place’s flagship 
event on the 19th of June, families enjoy an evening 
of live star talks with science public programmes 
manager Colin Smillie in the planetarium theatre, a 
whānau activity with Tayla Hartemink, kai, and live 
music from Petone local Jhan Lindsay and friends.
Early risers might enjoy Mānawatia-a-Matariki, a 
dawn stargazing experience on the 17th and 18th of 
June. Starting at 5am with breakfast included, you 
will learn how to find Puanga and the Matariki star 
cluster before the sun rises above Pōneke. 
At Graze Under the Stars, a dazzling fundraising 
dinner on the 9th of June with Max Gordy from 
Graze Wine Bar, guests enjoy nine plates in the 
planetarium, each inspired by the stars of Matariki.
The space science museum’s monthly date night 
Astronomy on Tap takes on a Matariki flavour on the 
24th of June, with a star talk exploring Matariki.
Over the public holiday weekend, Space Place will be 
open each day with a ‘make-a-star-craft’ station set 
up inside the galleries.
Matariki this year comes at the perfect time to 
celebrate the opening of Space Place’s newly 
renovated galleries. After a multi-year renewal 
project, the new exhibits explore an Aotearoa 
perspective of astronomy, including traditional 
Pacific navigation methods and the cultural 
significance of Matariki. Plan your visit at 
spaceplace.nz

Matariki is a time for reflection and new 
beginnings. This June, Te Waka Huia Wellington 
Museum invites visitors to look to the past and 
make meaningful memories with its free Matariki 
activity and powerful new exhibition.
Every Saturday in June between 10am and 12pm, 
Wellington Museum hosts free, family-friendly 
Matariki craft sessions. Inspired by Pōhutukawa, 
the Matariki star that helps guide spirits onwards, 
tamariki aged five years and up create a small, 
braided bracelet to honour the memory of a loved 
one. No bookings required.
Temporary exhibition He Kura Toi Tangata: 50 Years 
of the Waitangi Tribunal, 1975-2025 is now open 
and runs until the 25th of September. Developed by 
the Waitangi Tribunal and Waitangi Treaty Grounds, 
this powerful exhibition traces five decades of the 
tribunal’s work through 50 photographs and newly 
displayed taonga.
Rounding out the Matariki programme is Te Tiriti: 
A Beginner’s Guide, a free evening event on the 
26th of June. Facilitated by Te Atakura educator 
Robbie Blakelock, the session offers an accessible 
introduction to Te Tiriti o Waitangi. No prior 
knowledge is required, only a willingness to learn.
Whether you’re exploring your connection to 
Matariki, learning more about the Waitangi 
Tribunal, or simply finding something to entertain 
the whānau, Wellington Museum welcomes you.
Located on Queens Wharf, Wellington Museum is 
open daily from 10am to 5pm. Learn more or book 
a tour at wellingtonmuseum.nz

https://wellingtonmuseum.nz/
https://www.spaceplace.nz
https://www.wellingtonmuseum.nz
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Winter wonderland

New Zealand is known for its breathtaking 
natural landscapes, but it’s also famous for its 
shimmering, star-dappled, inky night skies. Thanks 
to low light pollution, stargazing is beautiful year-
round, with winter being an especially good time to 
admire the heavens – colder weather means the 
air holds less water vapour, providing a clearer view 
of the sky. What’s more, because of the Earth’s 
position, the Milky Way is particularly visible from 
Aotearoa. 
New Zealand is also home to nine certified 
International Dark Sky Places and 17 aspiring 
locations. The night sky and nocturnal 
environments are naturally, culturally, and 
historically important resources worthy of 
conservation, and the International Dark Sky 
programme certifies, preserves, and protects 
these areas through responsible lighting policies 
and public education. Their certified sanctuaries, 
reserves, and parks in Aotearoa are some of the 
clearest and darkest spots from which to admire 
the heavens. 
Winter is also the time of Matariki. Celebrated in 
New Zealand as the Māori New Year, this period 
is marked by the star cluster Matariki (Pleiades or 
Seven Sisters), which appears in the early morning 
skies in June and July. 
Below are some of the best accommodation 
options from which to enjoy New Zealand’s 
accredited and aspiring Dark Sky Places and 
celebrate Matariki. Turn up and tuck in for a night 
of pure wonder.

Photo courtesy of www.matariki.co.nz

Dark Sky International 
certified and aspiring places

E xplore  by day,  unwind under the
stars by night,  K aikōur a’s  a  winter 

escape  l ike  no other
www.kaikoura.co.nz

Pure Pods - Kaikōura

Enjoy our boutique resort in two acres of lush, native 
bush and stunning views over Shoal Bay

Dark sky park location. Stay – relax – enjoy

Conveniently located a short walk around the bay from the ferry,  
20 minutes from the airport. Choose from double rooms in the lodge or 
self-contained studio units.

Phone 09 429 0776 | bookings@pigeonslodge.co.nz
www.pigeonslodge.co.nz

Pigeons Lodge – Great 
Barrier Island 

Kaikōura – Dark Sky 
Sanctuary

Emerging from the turquoise sea and completely 
off-grid is Great Barrier Island (Aotea Island), a 
place that feels an entire world away yet is just 
a short trip from Auckland. As an official Dark 
Sky Sanctuary, this magical place is a cosmos 
connoisseur’s dream come true. Pigeons Lodge, 
a boutique resort nestled into two acres of native 
bush and featuring sea views over Shoal Bay, is 
second to none when it comes to stargazing. 
Just a short walk around the bay from the ferry 
landing or a 20-minute drive from the airport, 
Pigeons Lodge is close by to the bustling township 
of Tryphena yet privately situated amongst nīkau 
palms and birdsong. When not luxuriating on the 
panoramic deck or ambling along the walking 
paths, you’ll be heading straight to the water’s 
edge to enjoy this Pacific paradise to the fullest 
with the complementary kayaks, surfboards, and 
boogie boards.
Visitors can choose between well-appointed and 
beautifully decorated double bedrooms and 
self-contained studios. The double rooms are 
charmingly 70s and feature ensuite bathrooms and 
French doors opening onto bush-clad garden views. 
A newly renovated communal kitchen and lounge is 
available for use as is everything else this stunning 
accommodation has to offer. 
Set apart from the main lodge, the two self-
contained units stand among the bush with water 
views over Shoal Bay. Enjoy the private space with 
independent cooking facilities.
Perfect for stargazing from the newly installed 
luxury spa pool, check in to Pigeons Lodge to check 
out from the hustle and bustle.

Nestled between the Pacific Ocean and snow-
capped mountains, Kaikōura offers a unique blend 
of coastal beauty and alpine serenity. In September 
2024, it was designated an International Dark Sky 
Sanctuary, covering 98 percent of the district.
The sanctuary also protects the endangered Hutton’s 
shearwater, a seabird unique and endemic to 
Kaikōura. Efforts include installing shielded, warm-
coloured streetlights to reduce light pollution and 
prevent disorientation of these birds.
From June to August, Kaikōura experiences cool 
temperatures and crisp, clear skies, making it 
perfect for stargazing. The Milky Way’s galactic 
centre is most visible during this period, especially 
on moonless nights. With minimal light pollution, 
features like the Southern Cross and Magellanic 
Clouds shine brightly.
There are plenty of unique night sky experiences 
to discover during your stay in Kaikōura. Explore 
constellations and deep-sky objects through 
telescopes with Moana Skies. Sign up for Kaikoura 
Astrophotography Workshops to capture stunning 
night sky images. At KAI PŌ, savour local cuisine 
under the stars. Combine ziplining with stargazing for 
an adrenaline-filled night at EcoZip Adventures.
Winter in Kaikōura offers a tranquil escape with the 
added bonus of unparalleled night skies. Whether 
you’re an astronomy enthusiast or seeking a 
peaceful retreat, Kaikōura’s dark skies promise a 
memorable experience.
Visit www.kaikouradarksky.nz and  
www.kaikoura.co.nz for more information.

http://www.kaikouradarksky.nz
http://www.kaikoura.co.nz
https://www.pigeonslodge.co.nz
https://www.kaikoura.co.nz
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Enjoy Wairarapa’s dark sky at one of our many properties available to rent

Extras available: Bike hire, early check in, late check out

We give you peace of mind with a simple approach

0800 101 015 | www.taylorsproperty.co.nz

Lake Tekapo Accommodation

Discover romantic Lake Tekapo and enjoy world-class 
stargazing experiences at our Lake Tekapo cottages

Book now: www.laketekapocottages.co.nz

SSPPEECCIIAALL::  OOnnee  FFRREEEE  TTeekkaappoo  HHoott  SSpprriinnggss  ppaassss  
wwiitthh  eevveerryy  bbooookkiinngg!!

Sleep with the stars
www.purepods.com

Matariki 
Exhibition
21 June — 13 July 2025  
Where: Wellington Cathedral

Entries close 9th June

Call us: (04) 499 8807 
Find us: www.nzafa.com 
Follow us:       nzafa 
     academygalleries

PurePods – Aotearoa 
New Zealand

Taylors Property – 
Wairarapa 

Lake Tekapo Cottages – 
Lake Tekapo

A constellation of 
artworks

Sleep with the stars in pure comfort. With 16 
PurePods across Aotearoa, you can experience the 
night sky like never before from the comfort of a 
luxurious glass cabin designed to immerse you in 
nature. Each PurePod features floor-to-ceiling glass 
walls and a glass roof, so you can lie in bed and 
watch the stars, no matter the season.
The PurePods concept comes from a deep love for 
nature and an intense desire to immerse guests in 
an experience that captures New Zealand’s unique 
beauty. To stay in a PurePod is to totally engage all 
five senses.
Warm, private, and beautifully remote, PurePods 
are perfect for couples or solo travellers seeking 
a truly unique escape. Whether you’re celebrating 
Matariki, spotting constellations in a Dark Sky 
Sanctuary, or simply enjoying the quiet beauty of 
the night, this is stargazing at its most spectacular.
Nestled into secret pockets of natural beauty 
across the motu from Northland to the deep South, 
including in certified Dark Sky regions, PurePods 
are surrounded by the unique flora and fauna of 
Aotearoa, letting you step away from the everyday 
and into something magical. 
PurePods are designed to ensure you experience 
nature’s show vividly, utilising all your senses whilst 
remaining sheltered in luxury. Reconnect with 
nature. Celebrate the night sky. Enjoy a getaway 
to remember. Find out more and book your dream 
come true at www.purepods.com

With Wairarapa designated as an official Dark 
Sky Reserve, it’s become one of the best places 
in the world from which to admire the heavens. 
Taylors Property is a boutique management 
company based in Martinborough that works with 
homeowners across Wairarapa to provide short 
and long-term rentals to visitors. With a huge 
selection of homes for rent both in the centre of 
town and immersed in nature, there is bound to be 
one that will leave you starstruck. 
Whether you’re looking for long-term rental to truly 
soak in the region’s beauty or you can only get 
away for a weekend, the team at Taylors Property 
can find the perfect house for you, your friends, 
your whānau, or your special someone. 
As for landlords seeking to welcome visitors 
into their home, Taylors Property take care of 
everything from finding renters and collecting 
payment, facilitating check-ins and check-outs 
through carrying out inspections and managing 
maintenance, to dealing with disputes, insurance 
claims, and assessing your property. The local, 
knowledgeable, and experienced team make 
everything run smoothly. 
Choosing a locally based service with in-depth 
knowledge of the area means that there will 
be someone on-call all the time and with great 
recommendations to boot. Plus, the boutique 
business can offer a more tailored and flexible 
approach that will suit your needs and budget.  
Check out what’s on offer and discuss a package 
that’s made for you by calling up, popping by, or 
visiting online at www.taylorsproperty.co.nz

The Aoraki Mackenzie International Dark Sky 
Reserve is the biggest in the Southern Hemisphere. 
With sweeping vistas punctuated by planets, 
sprinkled with stars, and bisected by the Milky Way, 
it’s one of the purest and darkest sections of night 
skies on Earth. 
At the heart of the district, nestled onto the shores 
of one of New Zealand’s most picture-perfect 
lakes, is Lake Tekapo Cottages. Affordable yet 
luxurious, modern yet cosy, these lakeview units 
are in close proximity to everything the town has to 
offer and tailor-made for stargazing. 
Each of the seven units is thoughtfully decorated 
and fully self-contained. With capacities ranging 
from one or two people all the way up to seven 
guests, the cottages include modern amenities, a 
cosy atmosphere, and stunning lake views. Some 
of the units even give guests access to a luxurious 
spa pool from which to gaze up at the heavens 
come nightfall. The decks are perfect for evenings 
spent chatting away until the early hours of the 
morning while the heat pump keeps indoors toasty 
for when you return. 
With their ethos grounded in building connections 
and creating unforgettable stays, Experience 
Tekapo and Ohana Property Management offer a 
getaway like no other.  
Sleep beneath the stars and make memories to 
last a lifetime at their extraordinary Lake Tekapo 
Cottages. Find out more and book today at  
www.laketekapocottages.co.nz

As Matariki twinkles in the early morning winter 
skies, Aotearoa begins to celebrate the Māori New 
Year. Heralding a time of remembrance, joy, and 
peace while acknowledging those who have passed 
during the year, Matariki is a time to be thankful, to 
share kai, and to enjoy the company of whānau. 
To celebrate, the New Zealand Academy of Fine 
Arts (NZAFA) will be hosting a Matariki Exhibition at 
Wellington Cathedral from the 21st of June to the 
13th of July. Artworks selected for the showcase 
will respond to the theme of Matariki, embodying 
concepts of food, family, and future. 
“The artists have responded to the concepts of 
this celebration and its significance in many ways 
in this exhibition,” NZAFA director Wayne Newman 
says. “Some evoke directly the astronomical 
event, while others tease out the reflective or 
contemplative nature of the season or invoke 
the spirit of transition with which it has become 
associated.”
Entries are also open for the Academy Prize for 
Visual Art until the 9th of June. The NZAFA has 
stepped in to fill the gap left this year by the 
cancellation of the Parkin Drawing Prize and is 
inviting entries of contemporary graphic artworks 
to be exhibited at Tākina Wellington Convention 
and Exhibition Centre from the 7th to the 24th of 
August. Works can be in a wide range of mediums, 
including painting, drawing, printmaking, sculpture, 
photography, video, filmmaking, and architecture. 
Find out more about what the NZAFA has planned 
this winter and the whole year through at  
www.nzafa.com

https://www.purepods.com
https://taylorsproperty.co.nz
https://www.laketekapocottages.co.nz
https://www.nzafa.com


AUCKLAND, WELLINGTON 
OR CHRISTCHURCH 
DIRECT TO CHATHAM ISLANDS 
Experience 8 days in one of New Zealand's most remote and unique 
places. The Chatham Islands are the closest most New Zealanders 
can get to international travel without packing their passport. 

Due to ever increasing popularity and in conjunction with Air Chathams and Hotel Chathams, we have 
decided to run a tour out to the Chatham Islands for folks from Auckland, Wellington, or Christchurch 
during 2022. We will be using a 50 passenger ATR aircraft, where we will have up to 8 fully guided days 
to explore our most eastern island before returning home. Pitt Island is an option as is fishing. 

Tour# 43 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham XAuckland
Sat 4th June 2022, departs Auckland 1.30pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4:30pm 
Sat 11th June 2022, departs Chatham Islands 8:30am-arrive Auckland 10.30am 

Tour# 44 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Wellington
Mon 20th June 2022, departs Wellington 2.00pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4:30pm 
Mon 27th June 2022, departs Chatham Islands 9.45am-arrive Wellington 11.15am 

Tour# 45 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Christchurch
Tues 12th July 2022, departs Christchurch 2.00pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4:45pm 
Tues 19th July 2022, departs Chatham Islands 9:30am-arrive Christchurch 11.00am 

All Inclusive Costing 
per person X Auckland, Wellington or Christchurch 

SINGLE shared facilities .............................................................. $4,373 
TWIN/ DO UBLE with ensuite ...................................................... $4,473 
SUPERIOR SUITES .................................................................... $4,573 

Make up your party now and take advantage of your 
preferred accommodation while availability lasts. 

www.chathamislandtours.nz/contact/booking_enquiry 

MERV'S CHATHAM 
ISLAND TOURS 

Phone 03 249 8294 
chathamislandtours@gmail.com E F;�:b�ok

AUCKLAND, WELLINGTON 
OR CHRISTCHURCH 
DIRECT TO CHATHAM ISLANDS 
Experience 8 days in one of New Zealand's most remote and unique 
places. The Chatham Islands are the closest most New Zealanders 
can get to international travel without packing their passport. 

Due to ever increasing popularity and in conjunction with Air Chathams and Hotel Chathams, we have 
decided to run a tour out to the Chatham Islands for folks from Auckland, Wellington, or Christchurch 
during 2022. We will be using a 50 passenger ATR aircraft, where we will have up to 8 fully guided days 
to explore our most eastern island before returning home. Pitt Island is an option as is fishing. 

Tour# 43 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham XAuckland
Sat 4th June 2022, departs Auckland 1.30pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4:30pm 
Sat 11th June 2022, departs Chatham Islands 8:30am-arrive Auckland 10.30am 

Tour# 44 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Wellington
Mon 20th June 2022, departs Wellington 2.00pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4:30pm 
Mon 27th June 2022, departs Chatham Islands 9.45am-arrive Wellington 11.15am 

Tour# 45 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Christchurch
Tues 12th July 2022, departs Christchurch 2.00pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4:45pm 
Tues 19th July 2022, departs Chatham Islands 9:30am-arrive Christchurch 11.00am 

All Inclusive Costing 
per person X Auckland, Wellington or Christchurch 

SINGLE shared facilities .............................................................. $4,373 
TWIN/ DO UBLE with ensuite ...................................................... $4,473 
SUPERIOR SUITES .................................................................... $4,573 

Make up your party now and take advantage of your 
preferred accommodation while availability lasts. 

www.chathamislandtours.nz/contact/booking_enquiry 

MERV'S CHATHAM 
ISLAND TOURS 

Phone 03 249 8294 
chathamislandtours@gmail.com E F;�:b�ok

Tour #43 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Auckland
Sat 4th June 2022, departs Auckland 1.30pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4.30pm
Sat 11th June 2022, departs Chatham Islands 8.30am - arrive Auckland 10.30am

Tour #44 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Wellington
Mon 20th June 2022, departs Wellington 2.00pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4.30pm
Mon 27th June 2022, departs Chatham Islands 9.45am - arrive Wellington 11.15am

Tour #45 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Christchurch
Tues 12th July 2022, departs Christchurch 2.00pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4.45pm
Tues 19th July 2022, departs Chatham Islands 9.30am - arrive Christchurch 11.00am

Tour #46 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Christchurch and incorporates 
“Festival of Science week”
Tue 16th Aug, 2022 departs Christchurch 2.00pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4.30pm
Tue 23rd Aug, 2022 departs Chatham Islands 9.30am - arrive Christchurch 11.00am

Tour #47 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Whanganui
Sun 2rd Oct 2022 departs Whanganui 7.00am arrive Chatham 9.45 am (CI)
Sun 9th Oct 2022 departs Chatham 5.15pm arrive Whanganui 6.30pm
All-inclusive from $4,725 -- $4,925

Experience 8 days in one of New Zealand’s most remote and unique 
places. The Chatham Islands are the closest most New Zealanders 
can get to international travel without packing their passport.

AUCKLAND, WELLINGTON 
OR CHRISTCHURCH 
DIRECT TO CHATHAM ISLANDS 
Experience 8 days in one of New Zealand's most remote and unique 
places. The Chatham Islands are the closest most New Zealanders 
can get to international travel without packing their passport. 

Due to ever increasing popularity and in conjunction with Air Chathams and Hotel Chathams, we have 
decided to run a tour out to the Chatham Islands for folks from Auckland, Wellington, or Christchurch 
during 2022. We will be using a 50 passenger ATR aircraft, where we will have up to 8 fully guided days 
to explore our most eastern island before returning home. Pitt Island is an option as is fishing. 

Tour# 43 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham XAuckland
Sat 4th June 2022, departs Auckland 1.30pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4:30pm 
Sat 11th June 2022, departs Chatham Islands 8:30am-arrive Auckland 10.30am 

Tour# 44 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Wellington
Mon 20th June 2022, departs Wellington 2.00pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4:30pm 
Mon 27th June 2022, departs Chatham Islands 9.45am-arrive Wellington 11.15am 

Tour# 45 is for 8 days & 7 nights on Chatham X Christchurch
Tues 12th July 2022, departs Christchurch 2.00pm - arrive Chatham Islands 4:45pm 
Tues 19th July 2022, departs Chatham Islands 9:30am-arrive Christchurch 11.00am 

All Inclusive Costing 
per person X Auckland, Wellington or Christchurch 

SINGLE shared facilities .............................................................. $4,373 
TWIN/ DOUBLE with ensuite ...................................................... $4,473 
SUPERIOR SUITES .................................................................... $4,573 

Make up your party now and take advantage of your 
preferred accommodation while availability lasts. 

www.chathamislandtours.nz/contact/booking_enquiry 

MERV'S CHATHAM 
ISLAND TOURS 

Phone 03 249 8294 
chathamislandtours@gmail.com E F;�:b�ok

WELLINGTON -  
CHATHAM ISLANDS
Experience 8 days in one of New 
Zealand’s most remote and unique places.  
The Chatham Islands are the closest most 
New Zealanders can get to international 
travel without packing their passport.

Tour #59 
Mon 6th Oct 2025 - Depart Wellington 2:00pm  
- Arrive Chathams at 4:30pm (CI time) 

Mon 13th Oct 2025 - Depart Chathams 9:30am 
- Arrive Wellington at 10:45am

Make up your party now and take advantage 
of your preferred accommodation while 
availability lasts.

03 249 8294 
chathamislandtours@gmail.com 
www.chathamislandtours.nz

Follow us on Facebook

SINGLE shared facilities.................$5,000 
TWIN/DOUBLE with ensuite .......$5,100 
SUPERIOR SUITES.................$5,200

All inclusive costing per person

2014 LTD

PETONE

Phone 04 282 1680
40-42 Richmond Street, Petone
www.questpetone.co.nz

Quote “Regional News” for 5% off 
your booking

Located in the centre of Petone – Lower Hutt, Quest Petone connects you with Greater 
Wellington’s hidden gems, including Wainuiomata Regional Park, a New Zealand 
Dark Sky International Aspiring Place.
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Matariki – Dark Sky

Aden Motel – Te Anau

Quest Petone – Hutt 
Valley

Chatham Island Tours – 
Chatham Islands

Ohope Beach Resort – 
Whakatāne

Considered the gateway to Fiordland National Park, 
the township of Te Anau is nestled on the shores of 
one of New Zealand’s most famous and beautiful 
lakes. Fiordland is renowned across the globe as 
an eighth wonder of the world due to its majestic 
landscapes and cascading waterfalls, but what isn’t 
as widely celebrated is the region’s jaw-dropping 
night skies. There are heaps of activities happening 
during Matariki. Celebrate the Māori New Year and 
Southland’s beautiful night sky at themed events in 
this stargazer’s paradise. 
When exploring this beautiful region, choose Aden 
Motel as a base. Centrally located to everything the 
town and surrounds have to offer, each apartment 
or studio is spacious and decorated with Kiwi-
inspired décor and pops of colour. There is ample 
parking available, plus a laundry, playground, and 
barbeque for guests to enjoy on those blissful Lake 
Te Anau afternoons.
Guests have a choice between king and super-
king studios, twin or triple single units, one and 
two-bedroom units, and the Heron’s Nest Cottage. 
With a spacious living and kitchen area and wood-
burning stove at the centre, the cottage is perfect for 
families and groups of friends hoping to adventure 
through Fiordland all together. 
Whether you’re visiting the fiords, gazing at the 
stars during Matariki, or taking advantage of on-the-
lake activities, Aden Motel will be a warm, cosy, and 
comfortable space to return to after a day – or night 
– of fun in one of the most breathtaking corners of 
the world.

Quest Petone may be nestled into the bustling 
downtown hub of Lower Hutt, but it’s just a hop, 
skip, and a jump from Wainuiomata Regional Park, 
an aspiring Dark Sky location. By staying at Quest 
Petone, you can have the best of both worlds: a 
cosmopolitan night out in the heart of an eclectic 
neighbourhood followed by a stargazing session 
beneath one of the clearest skyscapes in the 
region. 
As for the accommodation itself, Quest Petone 
is perfect for couples, families, and friends. 
The one and two-bedroom serviced apartments 
come complete with full kitchens and laundry 
facilities, plus in-house movies, an onsite gym, 
complimentary car parks, premium linen, and 
breakfast packages. Decorated in a sleek, modern 
style that’s both comfortable and chic, some of the 
rooms even feature a balcony looking out over the 
bustling main street. 
The friendly team are always available to offer 
recommendations for nearby eateries and 
experiences, helping with everything from 
directions to destinations, activities to amenities. 
They offer an unparalleled level of service, going 
above and beyond to make sure your stay isn’t just 
comfortable, but unforgettable. 
Whether you’re keen to venture into the capital 
for a jam-packed day of city-slicking fun, or you’d 
rather take it slow and reconnect with nature in the 
beautiful parks and reserves dotted throughout the 
Hutt Valley, Quest Petone is Wellington’s best-kept 
secret. 

Over 800 kilometres off the coast of mainland New 
Zealand, the Chatham Islands offer travellers a 
unique adventure to a pristine natural world. Rising 
out of the wild southern seas, they are virtually 
devoid of any form of light pollution. Stargazing 
from these remote islands is an unparalleled 
experience, the heavens stretching out endlessly 
clear in the sky above, which is why the Chatham 
Islands are currently aspiring to become an 
accredited International Dark Sky Place. 
There is plenty to discover during the day on the 
Chatham Islands as well, and there is no better 
way to explore everything they have to offer than 
with a local. Merv’s Chatham Island Tours hosts 
tailored, all-inclusive packages from Wellington and 
Christchurch to experience the wonders of these 
misty isles, with options currently available for 
October 2025. Catch native and endemic species 
in full bloom during a springtime trip. 
With intimate knowledge of the islands’ 
peculiarities, the team craft a custom experience 
that focuses on your interests – from nature 
to culture, history to relaxation. They have the 
connections and insider knowhow to make your trip 
special, plus a passion for sharing these special 
islands with visitors. 
Just a two-hour flight east from Wellington, discover 
the wild coastlines, pristine beaches, native flora 
and fauna, intriguing history, cultural treasures, 
rugged landscapes, and the breathtaking night 
skies of this island paradise on an eight-day 
excursion with Merv’s Chatham Island Tours.

The coastal area of Whakatāne District in Bay of 
Plenty is punctuated by great swathes of native 
bush, towering mountains, and picturesque 
coastline. It’s also aspiring to become an 
International Dark Sky Place. Even without the 
official badge, the stargazing is incredible and the 
Milky Way on full display. 
Tucked away in the beautiful seaside town of 
Ōhope Beach is an accommodation just seconds 
from the sand. Ohope Beach Resort offers the 
ultimate in residential and holiday living, featuring 
units with harbour views that are stylishly 
decorated and perfect for relaxing. 
Guests can choose between modern two-bedroom 
apartments, a deluxe two-bedroom apartment on 
the second floor, and a four-bedroom penthouse. 
Each one is thoughtfully appointed with a spacious 
kitchen and lounge and provides access to all 
the resort’s facilities, including two swimming 
pools, one lap pool, two spa pools, a tennis court 
and gym, a sauna, a games room, and a large 
conservatory. 
Ohope Beach Resort is located in proximity to 
everything the quaint seaside town has to offer. 
11 kilometres of white sand beaches are right 
on your doorstep, while a collection of eateries 
and boutiques are just a hop, skip, and a jump 
away in town. From Ōhiwa Harbour you can kayak, 
paddleboard, sail, and fish, while nature is always 
nearby if you don’t mind a short drive. 
Settle in between the sand and the stars at Ohope 
Beach Resort.

www.adenmotel.co.nz | info@adenmotel.co.nz | 0800 11 66 44

Aden Motel is a 12-unit, ground-floor complex consisting of 7 studio 
units, 3 x 1-bedroom units and 2 x 2-bedroom units. 4-bedroom owners 
accommodation attached. Work and live - ideal for someone who also 
works from home. Fabulous family environment in Te Anau.

TE ANAU, NZ

Image courtesy of matariki.co.nz

We offer 20 modern Holiday 
apartments with 4 Penthouses, 
two swimmings pools,  a 20m 
lap pool, two new spa pools, a 
tennis court, gym, sauna, games 
room and a large conservatory, 
all within 200m walk to Ōhope 
Beach and Ōhiwa Harbour.

The Ultimate ‘Ōhope 
Beach Holiday Living’

info@ohopebeachresort.co.nz 
0800 464 673 
307 Harbour Rd, Ohope, 
Whakatane 
ohopebeachresort.co.nz

https://www.adenmotel.co.nz
https://www.questpetone.co.nz
https://www.chathamislandtours.nz
https://www.ohopebeachresort.co.nz
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943 East Coast Road, Kaiaua | info@bvh.nz | 09 232 2717

Immerse yourselves with exceptional cuisine, live music, 
and breathtaking vistas of coastal Hauraki District

Discover Mahaanui in Tiniroto, Gisborne NZ
The perfect hill-country farm holiday getaway
1856 Ruakaka Road, Tiniroto, Gisborne 4078
www.mahaanui.co.nz | Txt: 027 497 7163 or
Email: mahaanui@gisborne.net.nz

Mahaanui Farmstay Experience

The jewel of the 
Marlborough Sounds

Book your luxury getaway from July 2025 onwards
www.bayofmanycoves.co.nz

BOOK YOUR HANMER SPRINGS GETAWAY 
www.springsholidayhouses.co.nz

027 315 5352 / 03 315 5352 
stay@springsholidayhouses.co.nz

Bay of Many Coves – 
Marlborough 

Holiday Houses – 
Hanmer Springs

Mahaanui Farmstay – 
Gisborne 

Bay View Hotel – Kaiaua

Tucked away in the heart of Queen Charlotte 
Sound / Tōtaranui, Bay of Many Coves is a five-star 
resort where natural beauty, adventure, and luxury 
converge. The lodge is a sanctuary in every sense, 
offering guests the opportunity to relax, escape, and 
experience this beautiful slice of Aotearoa. 
The secluded sanctuary sits amongst native bush 
in its own private bay. It will come as no surprise 
that stargazing is one of the most popular guest 
activities. Whether from your own personal balcony, 
down on the beach, or on the walk back from one of 
the two delicious onsite restaurants, visitors will be 
treated to a canvas of stars above them, twinkling in 
the inky deep. 
The well-appointed and thoughtfully designed 
rooms are the perfect place to relax and recharge. 
Private and inclusive of everything you may need 
during your stay, they’re designed to make guests 
feel a world away. For meals, choose between The 
Kumatage Restaurant, which is open all day serving 
up breakfast, lunch, and dinner made from fresh, 
local ingredients, and The Fordeck Restaurant, a 
fine dining and wine experience. The Quarterdeck 
Lounge serves as another guest space perfect for 
an afternoon aperitif. 
Other amenities include the Miritu Day Spa, 
paddleboard and kayak rentals, a games and resort 
library, dinghies and moorings, and, of course, five-
star Kiwi hospitality from the smiling staff. 
Enjoy a luxury vacation nestled beneath the stars in 
the Marlborough Sounds at Bay of Many Coves. 

Renowned for the natural hot waters flowing forth 
from the depths of the Earth, Hanmer Springs is 
a South Island gem. This time of year is akin to 
a master’s painting with ochre and ruby leaves 
papering the streets, limpid blue days, golden 
sunsets, snow-capped peaks, and skies filled 
with shimmering stars. With some of the darkest 
and clearest nights in the country, Hanmer is 
the place to soak in the natural waters while 
admiring the heavens. 
Springs Holiday Houses are located across the 
village, meaning there is something for every 
kind of traveller – whether you’re flying solo, with 
someone special, or have the whole family in tow 
for an epic adventure. From relaxing, luxurious 
havens to rentals perfect for those who want to 
explore everything this beautiful slice of Aotearoa 
has to offer, Springs Holiday Houses can find 
something to suit your needs and budget. 
As fully furnished, stand-alone homes with 
the option of either one or two bathrooms, 
the Hanmer Lake Villas are perfect for family 
or friend getaways. Enjoy an easy, hassle-free 
holiday with quality linen and towels provided. 
The beds will be made up for your arrival and 
a full cleaning service is included upon your 
departure, so you can spend your time enjoying 
your vacation. Plus, they all feature picturesque 
mountain views and are located within two 
minutes from the centre of town. 
Get the most out of your Hanmer getaway with 
Springs Holiday Houses. Find out more at  
www.springsholidayhouses.co.nz

Whether you’re aiming for a romantic getaway just 
for two or you’re keen to spend evenings beneath 
a star-dappled sky with your friends and whānau, 
Mahaanui Farmstay gives guests the opportunity to 
experience life on a traditional hill-country farm. 
Mahaanui Farmstay is located in beautiful Tiniroto 
just an hour and a half from Gisborne. With vistas 
stretching out over rolling emerald hills, bush-clad 
swathes of native flora, and an ambling river that 
gleams in the gentle winter sun, this farmstay also 
enjoys beautiful sunsets and incredible stargazing 
opportunities. With no light pollution for miles, you 
can gaze up at the cosmos for hours, noticing stars, 
planets, and constellations you never knew existed. 
It’s no wonder the farm has been named Mahaanui, 
which is the te reo word for joy or happiness. 
If you’re taking a trip with someone special, the 
Mahaanui River Cabin Retreat is an off-grid, private, 
eco-friendly accommodation that lets guests enjoy a 
bit of luxury during their time on the farm. Mahaanui 
Cottage is a fully furnished, self-contained, private 
country house that sleeps up to eight guests. 
With two living areas, a spacious dining room, two 
fireplaces, and a patio with a BBQ, this choice is 
perfect for family trips. The Quarters sleeps 10 
and is ideal for groups of friends or bigger families. 
Equipped with everything you could need during 
your stay, it’s the perfect place for a weekend of fun. 
Once you visit Mahaanui Farmstay for a vacation, 
you’ll be back time and again.

Nestled along the coastline in Kaiaua, Bay View 
Hotel enjoys beautiful views looking out over the 
water. More than a place to rest your head or a 
spot for a quick meal, this hotel and eatery is 
chocka with charm and overflowing with character. 
Everything that comes from Waikato’s fertile lands 
– be it plant or animal – is of the finest quality. The 
chefs at Bay View Hotel know it, which is why they 
craft scrumptious sensations with all the locally 
produced delicacies of the region. Complementing 
each dish is a selection of Kiwi wines and beers 
to boot. Alternatively, you can sip and savour 
a refreshing cocktail or signature drink while 
watching the sunset. It’s no wonder this hotspot is 
one of the top gastropubs in New Zealand!
The hotel’s prime location makes it a great base 
from which to explore everything the Hauraki Gulf 
has to offer. It’s nestled snugly in view of the sea 
just an hour and a half from Auckland, Hamilton, 
the Coromandel, and Tauranga… if you can tear 
yourself away from the serene beach vista, the 
relaxing garden, the gentle breeze wafting in from 
the ocean. What’s more, you can cycle straight 
to the door since Bay View Hotel finds itself right 
along the famous Hauraki Rail Trail. 
An immersive experience where breathtaking 
vistas meet exceptional cuisine, Bay View Hotel 
serves visitors and locals alike a heaped helping of 
Kiwi hospitality.

https://www.bayofmanycoves.co.nz
https://www.springsholidayhouses.co.nz
https://www.mahaanui.co.nz
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Matariki

Tupu-ā-rangi

Tupu-ā-nuku

Ururangi

Pōhutukawa

Waipuna-ā-rangi

Hiwa-i-te-rangi

Waitī

Waitā

Matariki stars

Matariki: the mother of the star cluster, Matariki 
symbolises reflection, hope, connection to the 
environment, and wellbeing. 
Pōhutukawa: connecting us to those who have 
passed on, Pōhutukawa encourages us to 
remember our dearly departed. 
Waitī: this star is linked to fresh water and the kai 
sourced from streams, lakes, and other bodies.
Waitā: this star is associated with salt water, the 
ocean, and kaimoana. Waitā and Waitī are twins.
Waipuna-ā-rangi: tied to rain, hail, snow, and 
more, this star represents lifegiving. 
Tupu-ā-rangi: birds, fruit in trees, and all other 
food sources linked to the sky are represented by 
Tupuārangi.
Tupu-ā-nuku: from flora to food, Tupuānuku is 
associated with all that grows within the soil. 
Ururangi: winds and storms are linked to this star. 
Hiwa-i-te-rangi: known as the wishing star, Hiwa-
i-te-rangi is the youngest star and represents 
dreams and aspirations for the year ahead.

Jane Santos Mosaic Artist

Original artwork 
depicting New Zealand 
themes including �ora & 
fauna, people and the old villas of 
Wellington. Outdoor mosaics by 
commission only.

3 Kohekohe Road, Waikanae
M 021 773 896 E janepsantos@live.com

www.janesantosmosaics.com

16 Hamilton Street, Hokitika
03 755 6504 | www.bonznstonz.co.nz

bonznstonzonline@gmail.com

Design & carve your own pounamu to take home with 
the help of our master carvers, plus learn about the 

significance of carving in Māori culture.

JADE BONEPAUA

Make a difference this Matariki 

Saving the world, one cat at a time

Adopt a cat • Foster a cat • Be a sponsor
Shelter: 29 Vancover Street, Kingston, Wellington 
Visits by appointment only, 12-4pm Sat and Sun

hello@catsprotectionwellington.org.nz 
www.catsprotectionwellington.org.nz

Ph 04 389 9668

Billie Beans

122 Cuba Mall, Te Aro, Wellington | Ph: 04 384 6856
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm, Saturday 9am-5pm, Sunday 10am-5pm

• Blood  pressure testing (BP)  • Blood glucose testing  • Zinc testing • Cholesterol testing  • UTI consults 
• Ear piercing • Passport photos • Vaccinations  • Smoking cessation

For all your pharmacy needs:

Vaccinate. Book online! www.cubamallpharmacy.co.nz to book

Taking bookings now for Flu Vaccinations, Covid Boosters, HPV, 
Shingles and Whooping cough

Celebrate Matariki by looking after you and your whānau’s health

Purchase your Combo Rapid Diagnostic Test today - testing for COVID-19, Flu A&B, & RSV Ag

https://www.catsprotectionwellington.org.nz
https://www.janesantosmosaics.com
https://www.bonznstonz.co.nz
https://www.waikanaebutchery.co.nz
https://www.cubamallpharmacy.co.nz
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@visitkapiti

Come for the event, stay for the weekend

Mark your calendars as we have a stellar line up of events
happening right here in Kāpiti to celebrate Matariki.

Thursday, 19 Jun
Friday, 20 Jun
Friday, 20 Jun
Friday, 20 Jun

Saturday, 21 Jun
Saturday, 21 Jun

Matariki Market, The Bond Store | 3 - 8 pm
Matariki at Ngā Manu, Ngā Manu Nature Reserve | 10 - 5 pm
Matariki on Moana, Moana St, Ōtaki | 10 am - 3 pm
Star Glaze Ceramics Festival, Ōtaki Pottery Club | 10 - 5 pm
Matariki Ramaroa Street Party, Ōtaki Memorial Hall | 10 - 3pm
Star Glaze Ceramics Festival, Ōtaki Pottery Club | 10 - 4 pm

visitkapiti.co.nz

Check off the best of the Coast by discovering uniquely
Kāpiti experiences, right here on your doorstep. find further
details and inspiration for your stay online

https://www.visitkapiti.co.nz
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Matariki
Matariki in Kāpiti 

Porirua to light up for Matariki

As the stars of Matariki rise, Kāpiti comes to life 
with events that bring people together to reflect, 
remember, and look ahead. It’s a special time on 
the coast – full of connection, culture, and good 
food shared with whānau and friends.
This year across the district you’ll enjoy a twilight 
hīkoi and storytelling under the stars, family-
friendly events that honour the Māori New Year, 
and soulful performances showcasing local talent. 
Community kai, kapa haka, and lantern walks 
create a heartfelt sense of togetherness – a 
chance to pause and mark the season of renewal.
While you’re here, take the weekend to slow down 
and enjoy everything the coast has to offer. Watch 
the sunset from the beach, browse a market, 
or settle in for a long brunch at a local café. 
Explore nearby nature tracks or simply relax at 
the beach and take in views of Kāpiti Island. From 
Paekākāriki to Ōtaki, peruse boutique shops and 
art galleries – there’s plenty to discover, all just a 
short drive from Wellington.
Whether you’re reconnecting with whānau or 
discovering something new, Matariki is a time 
to slow down, give thanks, and look ahead. And 
there’s no better place to do that than right here.
Come for the event, stay for the weekend – and 
make it one to remember.
Find out what’s on and start planning your 
Matariki in Kāpiti at www.visitkapiti.co.nz

Porirua will light up to welcome Matariki this 
year, with a new light-walk event planned for the 
evening before the long weekend.
Titled Ka ka te Rama, the walk will begin at the 
Whitireia Polytech campus on the corner of Titahi 
Bay Rd and Wi Neera Dr at 5:30pm on Thursday 
the 19th of June and follow the waterfront around 
to the Porirua harbourside. The end point of 
the walk will coincide with the opening of the 
harbourside Matariki light installation, a popular 
event introduced in 2024. Ka ka te Rama 
participants are encouraged to help light up the 
night for the walk. Be it fairy lights in your hats, 
carrying tealight lanterns, or anything else that 
sparkles – we want to see everyone shine.
The Matariki under the stars experience will once 
again light up inside Te Rauparaha Arena, which 
will also be the setting of the Elvis under the stars 
and Hāngi under the stars events.
Pātaka Art + Museum is honouring the central 
star Matariki, with events focused on wellbeing 
and health, from yoga in the gallery to artist talks 
and  
tai chi.
For those wishing to give back to te taiao, the 
Whakatō i te wairua o Matariki event will be held 
at Bothamley Park on Friday the 20th of June from 
10:30am to 1pm, where volunteers can plant 
trees or participate in other activities to help 
restore the park.
More info can be found at  
poriruacity.govt.nz/matariki

Take a tour into the past and discover the secrets of lost civilizations
For opening times and dates please see the website

Celebrate Matariki 
20th June 4:30pm Bookings Essential

Winter Solstice  
21st June 4:00pm Bookings Essential

Stonehenge Aotearoa

Phone (06) 377 1600   |   www.stonehenge-aotearoa.nz

Finalists Exhibition   22 May  – 17 August 2025
FREE ENTRY   10:00am – 4:30pm 

New Zealand Portrait Gallery Te Pūkenga Whakaata
Shed 11, Wellington Waterfront

Te Maika 
Trust

Matariki 
Festival 

19–28 June
Celebrate  

with events 
across Porirua

https://www.stonehenge-aotearoa.nz
https://www.poriruacity.govt.nz/matariki


24

https://www.kiamaufestival.org
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Celebrate the Māori New Year in the heart of Ōtaki 
at the Star Glaze Winter Ceramics Festival – Where 
Earth Meets Sky. Kicking off at dawn on Friday the 
20th of June with a beautiful opening ceremony and 
running until the 21st, this vibrant festival honours 
the rich heritage of Matariki while highlighting local 
creativity. 
Brought to life by the Ōtaki Pottery Club (OPC), the 
2025 Star Glaze Festival features diverse events, 
ceramic exhibitions, delicious kai, lively music, and 
activities and displays that delve into the cultural 
significance of Matariki. Since its inception, the 
event has served as a platform to showcase the 
local artist community, with this year’s celebration 
including over 50 emerging and established artists 
from the lower North Island. 
Several creatives from across the Kapiti Coast will 
be featured at Star Glaze. Sue Wilson works closely 
with OPC, letting her imagination run wild in her 
work. Janine Hearn of Paraparaumu Beach takes 
inspiration from the land and sea in her design 
process. Award-winning creative Chrissie Sallis uses 
linocuts to emboss clay, depicting New Zealand 
flora and fauna in her designs. Holly Chapman 
Bestioles saves paintings from the tip by adding her 
much-loved quirky characters to them. Ōtaki-based 
creative Stacey Young crafts earthy and tactile 
works that are both decorative and functional. 
Immerse yourself in Matariki and explore the magic 
of ceramics at Star Glaze  
Winter Ceramics Festival – Where Earth Meets Sky.

Where Earth Meets Sky
Matariki

The rising of Puanga and Matariki signify the 
beginning of the Māori New Year and the chance 
to connect with whānau, celebrate the year gone, 
acknowledge those who may have passed, and 
set intentions for the year to come. Spending 
time in nature is a great way to free your mind 
and give yourself space to reflect – on your own 
or with loved ones. 
What better place to visit than Zealandia Te Māra 
a Tāne! 
Next time you come to the sanctuary, make 
sure to grab a copy of our Matariki mā Puanga 
Whānau Activity Book for fun things to do when 
visiting, and at home. Take some time to notice 
your surroundings as you explore the sanctuary, 
learn about the stars of Puanga and Matariki, 
and set goals as a whānau for the year ahead. 
There are also plenty of activities on at Zealandia 
for all ages throughout June and July, including 
puppet shows and art workshops. Be sure to 
check out the latest art exhibition by Māori artist 
Isobel Joy Te Aho-White in the stairwell gallery on 
the way up to Rātā Cafe. Once you’re there, make 
sure to taste the Matariki-themed kai on the 
menu! 
Want to spend time under the stars? Zealandia 
By Night tours or Kids Night Walks are the perfect 
after-hours experiences!
Keep an eye on our website for all event listings: 
www.visitzealandia.com/events

Connecting with nature and the 
stars

Photo by Chris Helliwell.

VISITZEALANDIA.COM/EVENTS

MATARIKI MĀ PUANGA KI TE MĀRA A TĀNE
With activities for the whole whānau, connect with nature, reflect on the year gone and celebrate the 
year to come at Zealandia Te Māra a Tāne throughout June and July!

http://www.visitzealandia.com/events
https://www.visitzealandia.com/events
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Matariki – 
a new challenge

More than 4000 runners and walkers from over 20 
countries will line up on the 29th of June for the 38th 
Gazley Volkswagen Wellington Marathon. 
Established in 1986, the scenic trot around the 
capital’s spectacular harbour has been a mid-winter 
favourite for almost 40 years.
Event manager Michael Jacques is expecting 
some great racing in 2025, especially in the half 
marathon, which will double as the New Zealand 
Championship. But as much as he is excited about 
the racing up front, he points out that the success of 
the marathon has been in providing something for 
everyone.
“The stadium is a great venue, and the course 
is incredibly scenic and also flat and fast, but I 
think the big thing is that we cater for runners and 
walkers of all ages and abilities,” Jacques says. 
“People come from different fitness backgrounds 
and have different goals. Not everyone has the time 
or inclination to train for the Gazley Volkswagen Full 
Marathon, but most people can achieve the Shoe 
Clinic Half Marathon, or the Mizuno 10K. And The 
Hits Kids’ Magic Mile adds a great family flavour.” 
The accessible nature of the event is reflected in 
the number of rookies, with almost 25 percent of 
entrants so far either new runners or first timers 
to the event. Many entrants choose to participate 
in support of the New Zealand Heart Foundation, 
which is the official event charity. 
Entries are still open at  
www.wellingtonmarathon.co.nz

Community favourite

EVERY 
FINISHER 

WINS A 
MEDAL

www.wellingtonmarathon.co.nz

Wellington Marathon

����
����

Half Marathon, 10km, Kids’ Magic Mile

@RegionalNewsNZ     www.regionalnews.kiwi         @RegionalNewsNZ

Mānawatia a Matariki – Happy Māori New Year!

Regional News

htps://www.wellingtonmarathon.co.nz
https://www.regionalnews.kiwi
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Ignite your imagination at the Faraday Museum 
of Technology, where hands-on adventures 
await visitors of all ages! Discover interactive 
exhibits where you can touch, play, and explore 
the wonders of science, technology, and history 
in exciting ways. From historic appliances and 
engines to energy sources and games, there’s so 
much to see and uncover. A magical place where 
history comes to life anew, the Faraday Museum 
of Technology offers an experience you won’t 
forget that’s perfect for families and anyone with a 
curious mind!

The National Aquarium of New Zealand is home 
to saltwater, freshwater, and land animal exhibits 
from New Zealand and around the world. The 
1.5-million-litre Oceanarium, which you can 
experience with a walk through an underwater 
viewing tunnel, showcases the variety of aquatic 
species that exist in Hawke’s Bay, including 
stingrays, kingfish, hāpuku, snapper, and more. 
Watch the famous little penguins feed and play 
in the Penguin Cove, and connect with native 
wildlife like tuatara and kiwi.

What better time to look up at space and explore 
the heavens than during Matariki? At Hawke’s 
Bay Holt Planetarium, you can discover the night 
sky at an entertaining and engaging planetarium 
show!
Learn about everything from early telescopes to 
modern particle physics in the foyer. See space 
come to life in the lecture theatre and glimpse the 
Sputnik model built exactly to scale. 
Come and see the wonders of the cosmos 
beneath the stars of the Zeiss planetarium 
dome rain or shine, dark or light. The projector 
sits beneath a fibreglass dome, six metres in 
diameter, and a presenter will take you on a tour 
through the galaxy. Once the lights have dimmed, 
over 3000 stars can be viewed on the interior of 
the dome along with the Moon, the planets, the 
Milky Way, and other wondrous sights.  
Completely wheelchair accessible and open 
to little and big Kiwis alike, come and explore 
the galaxy from right here on Earth on Sundays 
between 7pm and 9pm at Hawke’s Bay Holt 
Planetarium.

Faraday Museum

National Aquarium

Hawke’s Bay Holt Planetarium

Matariki in Hawke’s Bay

Back to contents

Photo by Molly Rose Nilsson.

Book your 

adventure with 

our Hawke’s Bay 

experts today!

Call 0800 84 74 88  

or visit napiernz.com

Our team can book 

accommodation, popular 

activities, bike hire  

and more. Trusted advice  

with no booking fees.

https://www.napiernz.com
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News

For Emmy Award-winning director David Stubbs, 
filmmaking is about creating wonderful lies. “We 
engineer, fabricate, twist, and turn stories – drama, 
comedy, and documentary – and with a bit of 
luck the lies will reveal a magical truth,” he says. 
“Hopefully accompanied by tears, laughter, or 
goosebumps.”
Wellington born, bred, and based, Stubbs has 
moved between feature films, television dramas, 
commercials, documentaries, music videos, and 
digital projects during his 30-year career in the 
industry, both here in Wellington and elsewhere. 
Along the way, he’s collected a commendable 
catalogue of awards and accolades for his work, 
including a New Zealand Film Award for Best 
Director in 2017 and the aforementioned Emmy in 
2010. His vast and varied projects, which include 
Daffodils and Reservoir Hill, have run through local, 
national, and international film festival circuits. 
Others still have climbed to number one in the 
box office or been picked up by Netflix, Neon, and 
more. 
And to think it all began with a cat food 
commercial, Stubbs muses. I caught up with him 
just as his latest series, Secrets at Red Rocks – 
filmed right here in Te Whanganui-a-Tara – began 
to air on Neon. 
Looking back to when you first started out, 
what sparked your interest in filmmaking and 
storytelling?
I guess I started out simply wanting to tell stories 
that affected people. Stories that moved them, 
scared them, made them laugh, or made them cry. 
I love the visceral reaction we humans can have 
to a twist, an honest expression of emotion, or a 
truth being revealed. Those hair-standing-up-on-
your-arm moments. For me, that mostly happens 
when experiencing things with other people, 
contemplating art, or listening to music. And that, 
in a way, describes cinema and quality television. It 
might sound a bit lofty, but that’s what drives me!
How did you break into the industry?
That was in the golden days here in Wellington. 
The 80s. I say ‘golden’ because it felt like the 
industry was becoming a serious proposition. The 
ragtag bunch behind films like Sleeping Dogs 
and Goodbye Pork Pie were finding their feet. In 
Wellington, Marjoribanks Street and its surrounds 
had dozens of production companies doing 
ambitious big-budget commercials. Everyone was 
starting to develop drama projects on the side. And 
I was a wide-eyed boy from Wainuiomata, soon to 
graduate from university (with a commerce degree 
of all things) who hoped I could one day direct a 
movie.
My break came through a relative who worked in 
the industry. He introduced me to producer Pat 
Cox (Footrot Flats), and Pat took a chance on me 
with a try-out job as the art department runner 
on a cat food commercial. That was a week after I 
finished my last exam at uni. Down the rabbit hole 
I went, and I’ve effectively been a freelancing/self-
employed part of the film and television industry 
ever since.
What have been some career highlights?
In the late 90s and early 2000s I ran Krafthaus 
Films on Vivian Street. We were successful in 
making award-winning content for advertisers 
and marketing clients. On the side we were also 
producing short films and music videos. Many 
of the people that passed through the doors at 
Krafthaus have since gone on to be successful 
practitioners here and worldwide, so I’m pretty 
proud to have been a part of their journeys.
As a director, I’m most proud of my two feature 
films Belief: The Possession of Janet Moses and 
Daffodils. Both projects were really challenging and 
crazily ambitious. But both were highly successful, 
with Belief winning awards, featuring at major 
film festivals, and selling to Netflix. Daffodils also 
got a lot of love here in New Zealand and went on 
to be the biggest independent Kiwi film of 2019. 
Number one at the box office for a few days too. In 
the realm of television, highlights include directing 
the mini-series Black Hands, plus a few years back 
Thomas Robins and I won an Emmy Award for the 
hybrid digital/TV drama series Reservoir Hill.
Tell me about your newest show Secrets at Red 
Rocks. What’s it about for those who haven’t 
seen it yet?
Recently I directed and produced the family 
fantasy adventure series Secrets at Red Rocks. 
All shot here around the spectacular South 
Coast, especially Ōwhiro Bay and Pariwhero 
(Red Rocks). It’s about a 12-year-old boy who 
discovers a selkie’s sealskin hidden in a seaside 
cave, unwittingly unleashing ancient magic that 
entangles him in a world of mythical creatures and 
perilous secrets.
You’ll find it on Sky Open and Neon, and it’s 
proudly supported by NZ On Air. Secrets at Red 
Rocks is produced by Libertine Pictures, which is 
a proudly Wellington-based production company 
run by Richard Fletcher, Neil Cross, and Nadya 
Kooznetzoff. Libertine flies under the radar a bit 
but has some exciting stuff up its sleeve for the 
future, and is responsible for shows like Under the 
Vines, Mystic, and they co-produced Daffodils with 
me.
What was your experience filming in such an 
iconic Wellington location?
It’s my first job back home in Wellington for almost 
eight years, after having been working mainly in 
Auckland and a little bit in Australia. Working with 
great local collaborators who share my love of the 
city and its challenges. Plus of course, those South 
Coast locations were genuinely cinematic and 
spectacular.
How would you describe Wellington’s film 
industry?
The truth is that in some ways there are two 
industries here. There’s the truly epic international 
stuff being headed by the likes of Peter Jackson, 
James Cameron, and Wētā (FX and Workshop). 
Then there’s the relatively more modest industry 
producing New Zealand features, New Zealand 
and international co-production television, and, 
of course, the smaller but very important activity 
producing commercials, video content, and the 
like. Sometimes they intersect and creatives and 
crew will move between both sides. Both these 
arms of the same industry are world class and 
successful, and these are real jobs for clever 
creative and technical people. It’s people actually 
making stuff. Lots of people, and not a bureaucrat 
in sight. Often, I’m in Miramar and realise there are 
still hundreds of people in the local industry that 
I’ve never met or worked with. Perhaps I need to 
get out more.
What advice would you give someone trying to 
get into filmmaking?
Be collaborative, positive, reliable, and prepared 
to work hard and play the long game. Introduce 
yourself to the industry by reaching out to others 
who are working, or by gathering with likeminded 
people and producing your own stuff. If you know 
someone who knows someone – leverage that.
What’s next?
We are currently working hard to try and get series 
two of Secrets at Red Rocks up and running. And, 
like everyone else, I have projects in various stages 
of development. Some very personal, some with 
other filmmakers, writers, and producers, and 
some as a ‘gun for hire’ for other companies. To 
make a living as a director or producer – often 
meaning one show or movie every couple of years 
– I think you have to constantly have between five 
to 10 things in various stages of development. 
That’s generally work you’re doing off your own 
back and unpaid. So that’s a challenge. Some 
projects will fizzle out, some need constant 
attention to evolve and find traction, and some 
(fingers crossed) just align nicely with what the 
market is looking for. It’s not for the faint-hearted.

Wellington Silver Screeners: 
David Stubbs
In our Wellington Silver Screeners series, Alessia 
Belsito-Riera shines a spotlight on the movers and 
shakers working in the film capital of New Zealand.  
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Modern sophistication

Create your vision 

The James Cook Hotel Grand Chancellor, a 
cherished icon of hospitality, is embarking on an 
exciting accommodation refurbishment, beautifully 
merging timeless charm with modern luxury.
The hotel’s Terrace wing, featuring 68 lead-in 
accommodation rooms, has undergone a complete 
refresh designed to enhance guest experiences 
while preserving the property’s rich heritage. 
Upon entering the rejuvenated rooms, guests will 
find a harmonious blend of contemporary design 
and classic elegance. Each room features smart 
furnishings, including two double beds and a 
working desk, all curated to create a serene and 
relaxing environment.
This upgrade also introduces cutting-edge 
technology, with high-speed internet and streaming-
enabled televisions catering to both leisure and 
business travellers, ensuring seamless connectivity 
and entertainment throughout every stay. The hotel 
completed its 200-room City wing in 2021, along 
with 10 versatile function spaces.
Additionally, the hotel’s Whitby’s Restaurant & Bar 
will launch its new winter menu on the 5th of June. 
The eatery offers a diverse menu curated by a long-
standing executive chef, focusing on locally sourced 
ingredients and innovative culinary techniques. 
Guests can enjoy a meal in the smartly designed 
dining area that offers views of Wellington Harbour. 
As the James Cook Hotel Grand Chancellor 
embraces the future, this refurbishment reaffirms 
its commitment to offering unparalleled hospitality.

Vidcom New Zealand is a premier audio-visual 
specialist transforming events with cutting-edge 
technology and expertise. 
Vidcom delivers tailored solutions for conferences, 
dinners, AGMs and ASMs, results calls, and business 
events. Offering a range of AV products and services, 
including on-premises studios, we ensure seamless 
execution of events of all scales. 
Our commitment to innovation and client satisfaction 
shines through in our ability to craft immersive 
experiences right from the start, making Vidcom a 
trusted partner for businesses and event organisers 
across New Zealand. The team collaborates closely 
with clients to bring events to life, leveraging state-of-
the-art technology that enhances engagement and 
impact. 
The studios can be used for virtual and hybrid 
conferences and events, pre-recordings for 
presentations, live streaming, interviews and panel 
discussions, video conferencing, podcasts, corporate 
production, and internal or external communication. 
Video editing, green screen, and 3D-tile backdrop 
services are also available. Onsite, clients can 
access the range of equipment, ample parking, 
separate airconditioned spaces, and live closed 
captioning services. 
Our reputation is built on reliability, quality, and a 
deep understanding of AV and events. For those 
seeking professional AV support, Vidcom offers 
unmatched expertise and flexibility catering to large-
scale corporate events, intimate gatherings, or high-
stakes presentation delivery.
Contact us today at info@vidcom.com

Ōtaki Racecourse 47 Te Roto Road, Ōtaki
www.otakimaoriracing.co.nz/functions

events@otakimaoriracing.co.nz

Festivals & Concerts
We have to date hosted a number of large festivals and 
concerts, including the Māoriland Film Festival, Kiwi 
Grooves, Whakairo Whakaaro Carving Symposium, the 
Matariki Mardi Gras and the Demon FMX Full Throttle 
motorbike show to name a few.

Functions & Events
Just a 45 minute drive north of Wellington, and south of 
Palmerston North, our site is ideal for hosting all kinds of 
conferences and functions. We have a number of rooms and 
areas suitable for parties of all sizes.

www.dobbins.co.nz | Ph 0800 123 940

Buy online at Dobbins - for all 
your office needs!

WELLINGTON SPECIALS!!

ELECTRIC Standing Desk - 
ASSEMBLED

$870.00 + GST $955.00

Acrylic Mobile  
Pivoting 

Whiteboard
$627.00 + GST

KNIGHT GROUP  
Ozone Visitor Chair  
From $188.00 + GST

KNIGHT GROUP  
Team Flip Table
$626.00 + GST

www.grandchancellorhotels.com

ENTRÉE 
Ciabatta Bread (v)

MAIN 
Beef Steak (gf) OR Salmon (gf) 

OR Vegetarian option on request
DESSERT 

Burnt Basque Cheesecake 
(gf) OR Ice Cream (v, gf option 

available)
(Sample menu)

Vidcom’s Wellington Studio is crafted to make technology 
seamless and stress-free. With Vidcom handling the tech, 
you’re free to focus entirely on delivering your message. 

Call us today 0800 843 266 | www.vidcom.com CONNECT WITH US

The Vidcom Wellington Studio Solution
• Fully equipped in-house studio for livestreaming, webinars, virtual presentations, and recordings. 
• High-quality experiences whether your audience is in the room or watching remotely. 
• Perfectly located just outside of the CBD making the Studio easily accessible from all directions 
Give us a call or book a walkthrough and explore how our studio can be tailored to suit your needs

https://www.vidcom.com
https://www.dobbins.co.nz
https://www.otakimaoriracing.co.nz/functions
https://www.granchancellorhotels.com
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Kapiti lifestyle
Love this place, love the people

Fundraising fun

Whether you’re looking for a property to suit your 
growing whānau or have decided it’s time to sell 
the family home, Amy Peard of Tall Poppy Kāpiti 
loves helping fellow Coasties write their next 
chapter.
With years of sales and negotiating experience, 
plus in-depth local knowledge of the Kapiti Coast, 
Amy works across the district, getting the best deal 
for buyers and sellers alike. She’s approachable, 
hardworking, and genuinely passionate about 
property.
Amy understands Kapiti, having called the place 
home for years. She draws on her own experience 
in home renovation to assess property value, 
offering practical advice that helps clients make 
informed decisions.
Communication is key in Amy’s tailored approach 
to real estate. Selling or buying a home is a very 
big deal, which is why she believes that a seamless 
and enjoyable experience is paramount. She keeps 
clients updated every step of the way, taking the 
stress out of the unknown.
“With professionalism, honesty, and integrity, 
I strive to make your real estate journey as 
straightforward and positive as possible. I’m here 
to listen to your needs, offering guidance and 
support throughout the entire process.”
So, whether you’re thinking of selling, exploring 
your options, or simply curious about your home’s 
current market value, call Amy for a no-pressure 
chat. She’s always happy to help. 

Over the last 18 years, the Royal New Zealand Air 
Force Band and Waikanae Lions Club have raised 
over $100,000 for local charities at their yearly 
fundraising concerts. In 2025, the RNZAF Band will 
return to Paraparaumu’s Southward Theatre for a 
foot-stomping, fun-focused fundraiser featuring fan 
favourite songs on the 8th of June. 
The 65-strong, world-class military ensemble has a 
busy schedule of ceremonial and commemorative 
duties, performing in concerts across the motu 
and the world representing our national identity. 
However, they only perform a handful of public 
concerts each year, with their Kapiti fundraiser being 
a highlight. 
At this year’s event, the RNZAF Band will feature 
the vocal talents of Wellington-based soprano 
Barbara Patterson, the RNZAF Drumline, and the 
band’s resident bagpiper Flight Sergeant Murray 
Mansfield. With a programme of musical delights 
prepared, audiences will be treated to everything 
from bagpipes to big band, marches to movie music, 
classical to country, and so much more. 
James Lower, the Lions Club of Waikanae, conveyor 
of the RNZAF Band annual charity concert, is thrilled 
to see the event returning in 2025. With past 
recipients including Life Flight Trust and Waikanae 
Volunteer Fire Brigade, this year’s will be Wellington 
Free Ambulance. 
Suit up and ship out to Kapiti with the RNZAF Band 
to help raise vital funds for a lifesaving service while 
enjoying a rollicking, riotous afternoon of musical 
magnificence.

R E A L  E S TAT E 

Bulsara T/A Tall Poppy Licensed Under REAA 2008

Transforming Kapiti Coast Real Estate with 
Personal Touch and Professional Finesse.

“Amy recognises the importance of delivering 
exceptional service.”

• In-depth Regional Knowledge
• Tailored Client Service
• Exceptional Negotiation 

Ability
• Unwavering Professional 

Ethics

Amy Peard  Sales Consultant
amy.peard@tallpoppy.co.nz

027 926 1522

From Wellington, Porirua, Kapiti to Horowhenua, we 
provide qualified and professional arborist services.
Our services include:
• Tree trimming
• Felling
• Dismantling
• Hedging

• Pruning
• Full waste removal
• Tree health
• Planting

Fully qualified and totally insured, please get in 
touch to receive your free quote

027 343 8846 or jade@elitearb.co.nz
WWW.ELITEARB.CO.NZ

SUPERIOR TREE MANAGEMENT

PROFESSIONAL AND RELIABLE ROOFING SOLUTIONS
Kapiti | Horowhenua | Wellington
0800 HURRICANE | 0800 487 742

Protect your home with high-quality roofing from 
Kapiti-based Hurricane Roofing

Our experienced team carry out top-quality roof 
replacements and extensions.

Roof Replacements

New Roofs and cladding
Are you building a new home? Our team specialise in long-
run roofing and cladding, metal tile roofing, TPO waterproof 
membrane, and skylight installation.
Contact us today for a free, no obligation quote for your 
roofing project.

www.hurricaneroofing.co.nz

Vasectomy & Minor 
Surgery Clinics

Casual patients welcome to 
attend Dr Roger Jubert Rosich 
vasectomy and minor surgery 

clinics at Mahara Health in 
Ngaio Road, Waikanae.

Call us on 
04 908 1000 

for more 
information.

Locally Owned and Operated

Professional Chimney Sweeping
Flue & Fireplace Maintenance
Repairs & Installations
Safe & Reliable Service
Certified & Experienced

The Sweeping Specialists in Kapiti Since 1996 

027 257 1628 | info@mrsweep.co.nz 
www.mrsweep.co.nz

Thank you to our loyal 
customers for their patience 
at this busy time of year

https://www.hurricaneroofing.co.nz
https://www.elitearb.co.nz
https://www.maharahealth.co.nz
https://www.mrsweep.co.nz
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Proudly local

Experience excellence

Mac Electrical may be a new business on the Kapiti 
Coast, but it’s backed by a legacy of professionalism 
and years of experience in the field. Founded by 
Hamish McMurchie in March 2025, Mac Electrical 
joins the Mac Engineering and Mac Building family. 
With 17 years of electrical experience under his 
toolbelt, Hamish has been training and working 
along the Kapiti Coast for almost two decades, 
specialising in heat pumps but with versatile 
knowledge of all things electrical. With his new 
company, he joins his brothers Callum and Regan, 
who helm the other branches of the Mac enterprise. 
This was established by their father John many 
moons ago and has cultivated a reputation for 
delivering high-quality craftsmanship, friendly 
service, and a job well done.
Working alongside his brothers, Hamish can perform 
any and all electrical services for new builds or 
renovations, domestic or commercial projects. He 
also provides standalone services to clients across 
the district, including house wiring, test tagging, 
rewiring, fault finding, and more. Hamish’s specialty 
is heat pumps, having worked for various companies 
along the Coast. Mac Electrical supplies all major 
brands, plus the team can maintain and fix them as 
well. 
Hamish is a born and bred Coastie. His family owned 
and operated business is proudly local, charitably 
supporting various organisations and engaging 
Kapiti businesses themselves, such as for their 
vehicle’s new wrap. Give Hamish at Mac Electrical a 
call for any and all of your heat pump and electrical 
needs.

Excellent service comes from experience and time, 
something Flooring Design Kapiti and Levin have 
in droves. Owner and operator Raymond Hardgrave 
has been laying carpet and flooring since he was 
15 years old and has been at the helm of Flooring 
Design stores with his wife Julie for almost two 
decades. 
The Hardgraves opened their first store in Hastings 
18 years ago. Three years later they relocated to 
Wellington and opened the doors of Flooring Design. 
Their Kapiti and Levin showrooms offer any kind of 
flooring you can imagine, stocking quality carpets 
and underlays, vinyl solutions, and classy wooden 
options. The friendly and knowledgeable in-store 
sales consultants can advise you on what would 
best suit your home, with Raymond himself still 
getting on the tools from time to time.
“It’s quite comforting for my clients,” he says. “They 
trust me, as installation is my specialty.”
Flooring Design’s reputation is second to none 
in New Zealand, with an extensive catalogue of 
solutions tailored to fit your needs, vision, and 
budget. Flooring experts like Raymond will come to 
your home to give you a free, no-obligation quote for 
your project, bringing Flooring Design right to your 
door. From there, the friendly and communicative 
team will work with you throughout the entire project 
to make sure you’re getting exactly what you had in 
mind. 
Pop by the Levin or Kapiti locations, give Raymond 
and Julie a bell, or find out more online at  
www.flooringdesign.co.nz

Air Conditioning | New Builds 
Renovations | Test Tagging 

Electrical Repairs

027 318 2910 | hamish@macelec.co.nz | www.macelec.co.nz

With a wealth of combined experience in the Wellington, Porirua, Kapiti Coast, and 
Horowhenua property sectors, Kapiti Valuations is your friendly and knowledgeable 
local valuation team.

The six valuers at Kapiti Valuations are Alex Robson, Bryce Grant, Chris 
Dentice, Bill Sisk, Bill Smith and Darryl Royal. They are experts in property 
valuations covering the lower North Island from Wellington up to Levin.

Get in touch with Kapiti Valuations for an independent valuation of residential, 
commercial, rural, lifestyle or industrial properties.

Call us on 04 902 5383 | www.kapitivaluations.co.nz

Alex Robson

Bill Sisk

Chris Dentice

Bill Smith

Bryce Grant

Darryl Royal

Kapiti store: 188 Kapiti Road, Paraparaumu
Mon to Thurs 8.30am to 5pm, Fri 8.30am to 4.30pm, Sat 10am to 1pm
Phone 04 297 2202 | kapiti@flooringdesign.co.nz | www.flooringdesign.co.nz/kapiti

Levin store: 86 Oxford Street, Levin
Mon to Fri 9am to 4.30pm, Sat 10am to 1pm
Phone 06 367 0950 | levin@flooringdesign.co.nz | www.flooringdesign.co.nz/levin

SEE INSTORE FOR THIS MONTHS SPECIALS

Carpet Timber Hybrid VinylLaminate

https://www.flooringdesign.co.nz/levin
https://www.kapitivaluations.co.nz
https://www.macelec.co.nz
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Hero horses

Choose community

Hutt Valley Riding for the Disabled (HVRDA) provides 
interaction with horses and improves health and 
wellbeing outcomes for people experiencing 
disabilities or who have specific challenges or 
needs. The highly qualified coaches, passionate 
volunteers, and amazing horses work together to 
provide Hutt Valley locals with individualised goal-
based riding sessions that build emotional and 
physical strength and resilience and enhance and 
improve capability and capacity in our riders. 
Operating since 1978, 10 mares and geldings make 
up the superstar team. Patient, well trained, and 
sweet as can be, these hero horses can cater to a 
diverse array of needs. 
The therapy programme focuses on high-
needs riders, aiming to improve core strength, 
coordination, and more through specifically 
designed activities. The education programme 
places emphasis on social skills by assisting with 
numeracy, literacy, and social connections rather 
than riding prowess. The sport and recreation 
programme is competitive and affiliated with Special 
Olympics New Zealand to impart comprehensive 
riding skills. 
The HVRDA ethos focuses on providing a flexible 
and tailored approach based on each rider’s day-
to-day needs. The coaches and volunteers adapt to 
how each child is feeling, offering shorter rides or 
even alternative activities to ensure every session 
generates a positive interaction. 
HVRDA embraces each child’s unique potential 
through compassionate care. Find out more at 
www.hvrda.org.nz

With the arrival of 2025 comes fresh beginnings 
and new opportunities. Rosebank Lifecare 
embraces the new year, providing residents with 
the support they need to build the life they want. 
The goal at Rosebank Lifecare is for all residents 
to retain their independence while living life to 
the fullest, regardless of their health or condition. 
Named Aged Advisor People’s Choice Awards for 
Best Small Retirement or Lifestyle Village in 2019, 
Rosebank ensures everyone is treated with dignity 
and respect.
Rosebank residents enjoy a sense of community, 
with the freedom to choose their level of 
involvement in village life. A centrally located hub 
provides a space for family members to gather, 
and for residents to meet and enjoy each other’s 
company. With access to a hospital, rest home 
facility, and more independent arrangements, as 
well as palliative, rehabilitative, and convalescent 
services, there are options available to suit all 
kinds of circumstances.
27 two and three-bedroom villas and 22 serviced 
apartments are also available. These studios and 
one-bedroom suites offer extra support without 
compromising freedom. Here, residents can live 
privately while receiving the added benefits of 
daily meals, laundry, house-keeping assistance, 
and care options. The villas are large, spacious, 
and the best of both worlds – independence, with 
companionship and help just seconds away.
Seize the new year and make it the best one yet 
with Rosebank Lifecare. 

Hutt Valley Group
Transforming Lives

Our aim is to enable and support riders to achieve good lives 
including meaningful participation in, and contribution to, important 

life activities and roles in their community.

For more info on Hutt Valley Riding for the 
Disabled and how to volunteer with us please 
call Bronwyn on 04 527 8360 or email her at 
bronwyn@hvrda.org.nz | www.hvrda.org.nz

Thank you to our volunteers for the generous 
gift of your time, passion and energy

New Zealand Riding for the Disabled

Doing good together
Doing good together  

  
 Celebrating our volunteers this National Volunteer Week

Volunteer your time this Daffodil Day 29th – 30th August 
to support the 1 in 3 people in NZ diagnosed with cancer

Email Cancer Society Wellington Volunteering team  
volunteerevents@cancersoc.org.nz to register your interest. 

Thank you, volunteers
Every day, volunteers make a difference in people’s 
lives across Aotearoa. From the smallest act of 
service to the biggest gesture, every contribution 
makes New Zealand a better place. Te Wiki Tūao 
ā-Motu National Volunteer Week (NVW) honours the 
collective energies and efforts of volunteers – it’s a 
time to recognise and thank the millions of people 
who give their time and skills to our communities. 
Running from the 15th to the 21st of June, this year’s 
theme is Whiria te tangata – weaving the people 
together and celebrates the power volunteering 
has to connect people and strengthen the fabric 
of our communities for a stronger, more inclusive 
Aotearoa New Zealand.
Dedicating countless hours and endless energy 
to worthy causes, volunteers do so much to grow 
our people, open minds, open hearts, and create 
joy. There are plenty of ways you can show your 
appreciation for their time and efforts during NVW. 
Perhaps the most obvious way is to simply say 
thank you! If someone in your life spends a part 
of their week volunteering, let them know how 
wonderful you think that is. If you don’t know 
anyone personally, you can use social media to 
send out a thank you to all volunteers with the 
hashtags #NVW2025 and #timetoshine. You can 
also share volunteer stories and encourage others 
to volunteer for local organisations through social 
media. 
Appreciate the people who lend a helping hand to 
their community this National Volunteer Week. Find 
out more at www.volunteeringnz.org.nz

https://www.hvrda.org.nz
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The Cancer Society of New Zealand offers 
support and resources to people and families 
affected by cancer. Lending a helping hand 
through diagnosis, treatment, and recovery, the 
charitable organisation offers a helpline, one-on-
one support, coping with cancer video sessions, 
psychology services, counselling, transport to 
treatment, and support groups, via community 
hubs in Kapiti, Porirua, Wellington, and the Hutt 
Valley. 
Volunteers play a key role in Cancer Society 
support and services. They bring their time, 
energy, unique skills, and passion to their roles, 
which are vast and varied. Coming from all walks 
of life, and of all ages and abilities, the volunteers 
are committed to reducing the impact and 
incidence of cancer. Without their impact, Cancer 
Society would not be able to operate at the same 
level. 
If you’re thinking about giving your time to Cancer 
Society, there are plenty of roles to choose from, 
including driving people to their appointments, 
helping in accommodation suites, supporting 
people at their hospital appointments, lending 
a hand in the office, helping at events such as 
Relay For Life and Daffodil Day, making hats, 
turbans, or cushions for people to use during 
treatment, and making meals and baked treats. 
If you enjoy cooking, gather up a group of four 
to six people and head over to Margaret Stewart 
House in Newtown to prepare nourishing boxed 
meals for guests. 
Find out more and get in touch about volunteering  
with Cancer Society in Wellington at  
volunteering@cancersoc.org.nz or  
www.cancer.org.nz

Every day across New Zealand, volunteers give 
their time, energy, and heart to help others. 
From walking dogs to reading books, running 
marathons, translating documents, driving 
people to appointments, or simply offering a kind 
conversation, volunteers are the heartbeat of our 
communities.
At Blind Low Vision NZ, our volunteers play a vital 
role in supporting people who are blind, deafblind, 
or have low vision to live life without limits. Their 
support helps foster independence, connection, 
and confidence for thousands of people every 
year.
National Volunteer Week, this year held from the 
15th to the 21st of June, is a time to pause and 
reflect on the incredible impact volunteers have, 
not just on the individuals they support, but on 
the wider community. It’s a chance to say thank 
you and to recognise the kindness, generosity, 
and humanity that volunteering represents.
The theme for this year, Whiria te tangata – 
weaving the people together, reminds us that 
volunteering doesn’t just help people – it 
connects them. It brings us together and shows 
what really matters – empathy, inclusion, and 
care.
To all our volunteers: thank you. Your dedication 
doesn’t go unnoticed. Whether you give one hour 
or one hundred, what you do matters.
This National Volunteer Week, let’s celebrate 
those who give so generously, and let’s keep 
weaving the threads of compassion that bring 
us all together. Find out more about us at 
blindlowvision.org.nz

SPCA New Zealand helps protect over 30,000 
animals a year. Whether sick or vulnerable, abused 
or in distress, SPCA takes animals into their care, 
nursing them back to health and finding them a 
home where they will be loved. 
SPCA relies on the invaluable help of volunteers 
and fosterers to operate. From Kerikeri to 
Invercargill, Kiwis across the motu donate their 
time and energy to help animals in need. From 
cleaning and feeding to medicating and socialising, 
the passionate and kind-hearted volunteers help 
prepare cats, dogs, and other companion animals 
in shelters for life as a beloved pet. They also help 
people coming to the centre find the right pet for 
their family. 
You don’t have to volunteer in a shelter to help out 
SPCA. By fostering an animal, you can have one-
on-one time with a future pet that may need some 
extra care, treatment, and socialisation before they 
find their new furever home. 
You can also give your time to one of the many 
SPCA Op Shops. Through these second-hand 
stores, SPCA raises valuable funds that will 
help care for the animals in the shelter. Other 
volunteer opportunities include providing event 
and fundraising assistance, administration, 
maintenance, driving, photo and video services, 
and so much more – any skill you have is valuable.
With proper training and helpful staff, volunteering 
for SPCA is a wonderful opportunity for animal 
lovers to learn more about specialised care and 
assist creatures and critters in need. Find out more 
at www.spca.nz

Community support

Threads of compassion 

A helping paw

To all our amazing volunteers who work with our patients 
and families, in the retail shops, support our staff behind the 
scenes, offer their time, skill, experience and passion to the 
hospice, and work hard to raise funds.

The work you do supports the hospice to offer our valuable 
services free of charge. 
We hope you enjoy volunteering with us as much as we 
enjoy working alongside you!

Mary Potter Hospice 
48-52 Mein Street, PO Box 7442, Newtown, 6242 

Phone 04 801 0006 | www.marypotter.org.nz

Thank you

We offer residential care, independent living units, and now also full care in our spacious serviced apartments.  
Our friendly, caring community has been developing for 30 years. We are still growing and welcoming new 

members to share our common bonds of independence, friendship, and the simple pleasures in life.

We have limited space available

P: (03) 308 0111 | E: manager@rosebanklifecare.co.nz | 77 Walnut Ave, Ashburton | www.rosebanklifecare.co.nz

“We understand that moving anywhere can be a big decision”. Let me answer your questions and show you around 
Rosebank. Our friendly community is just what you have been waiting for. - Sue Prowse, General Manager

Thank you 
to all our 
volunteers

Fostering not only saves lives but is a wonderful way to get off the couch. 
We cover all costs and training – all you need is time and love to spare!

Pop into your local SPCA Centre or visit 
www.spca.nz/wellington-volunteer to find out more.

Find a short-term exercise buddy

SCAN HERE

Back to contents

http://www.spca.nz
https://www.spca.nz/wellington-volunteer
https://www.marypotter.org.nz
https://www.rosebanklifecare.co.nz
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Parkin Costain.

The future is now

As highly anticipated as the first snowflake in 
winter, Warren Miller Film Tour drifts into movie 
theatres the world over with its annual cinematic 
celebration of snow sports. 2025 marks the 
tour’s 75th anniversary to Australia and New 
Zealand with an epic offering aptly titled 75 that 
showcases new, rising talent and storytelling 
while focusing in on the future of the sport at 
Penthouse Cinema and Cafe on the 19th and 22nd 
of June. 
Bringing fans to powder stashes and chutes 
around the world, Warren Miller’s 75 is stacked 
with unbelievable action and unexpected stories 
from Canada, Colorado, California, and Utah 
to Finland, Japan, Austria, and New Jersey. 
Showcasing a diverse lineup of snow sport 
legends, Olympic hopefuls, world champions, X 
Games stars, and emerging talents, the playlist 
features snowboarders Shaun White, Jeremy 
Jones, Danny Davis, and Toby Miller, plus skiers 
Max Hitzig, Lexi duPont, Caite Zeliff, Mark Abma, 
and Aaron Blunck, to name but a few. 
“75 is unlike anything we’ve created before – it’s 
fast, fresh, and fiercely future-focused,” producer 
Josh Haskins says. “We’re celebrating the past 
by handing the mic to the next generation of 
creators and athletes.”
Uniting snow lovers, adventure seekers, and 
mountain communities in a shared celebration 
of the ski and snowboard lifestyle since its first 
pioneering screening in 1949, the 75th instalment 
will set the tone for the next century of ski and 
snowboard filmmaking. 
Celebrate the start of the season, the future of 
snow sports, and the legacy of Warren Miller at 
75.

Cheese. 
That’s all anyone had to say to get me seated 
in front of Holy Cow, a coming-of-age dramedy 
screening as part of French Film Festival Aotearoa. 
But it was not simply the promise of comté that 
filled my tummy with warm fuzzies – rather a 
certain je ne sais quoi only a sun-soaked, nostalgic 
French summer story can conjure that nourished 
my soul. 
Holy Cow comes to Aotearoa hot on the heels of 
two wins at this year’s César Awards, over one 
million admissions in France, and an official 
Festival de Cannes Youth Award. The debut feature 
film from part-time farmer Louise Courvoisier 
curdles around 18-year-old Totone (Clément 
Faveau). He lives in the picturesque Jura region 
in south-eastern France – an area renowned for 
its dairy farms, agricultural festivals, and award-
winning comté cheese – but he just wants to 
have fun with his friends, get drunk, and chase 
mademoiselles. However, after a devastating 
tragedy, he must grow up quick to care for his 
seven-year-old sister Claire (Luna Garret). 
His solution to their dwindling funds? Follow in 
his family’s cheesemaking footsteps and win the 
€30,000 Comté Prize. The only problem is, Totone 
has never made cheese in his life. 
At once delicate and coarse, Holy Cow’s hardened 
exterior gives way to a soft, gooey centre, a 
distinctive flavour oozing forth in morsels of 
cheeky charm as tender relationships form 
between Totone and his sister, friends, and Marie-
Lise (Maïwene Barthelemy), a local dairy farmer. 
The young cast shine in a blunt, honest, and raw 
portrayal of character. Their authenticity shines 
through, appearing as comfortable on screen as at 
a summer fête and delivering a performance both 
fragile and complex. The long cuts (editor Sarah 
Grosset) between scenes allow the characters to 
live in each moment and for the audience to join 
them in their musings and mishaps.  
With what I can only describe as a banging summer 
soundtrack full of vigour and vivacity composed 
by Linda and Charles Courvoisier and hazy albeit 
saturated cinematography (Elio Balezeaux) that 
captures the intensity of the teenage experience, 
Holy Cow serves up the perfect bite of freshness, 
fun, fervour, and fromage.

Holy Cow (Vingt Dieux) 
92 minutes
M

Reviewed by Alessia Belsito-Riera

ESCAPE TO VIETNAM & THAILAND IN 2026

Boutique holidays for Women

2025 tours sold out, register your interest for 2026 trips today! 

 forgetmenotholidays.co.nz | forgetmenotholidays@gmail.com

Brought to you by inspiring local Kāpiti women!

https://www.forgetmenotholidays.co.nz
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Having studied political science at university, Guy 
Williams has made his name as a comedian with 
a strong political bent. So, it was no surprise that 
his set for the NZ International Comedy Festival, 
If you mildly criticise me I’ll say it’s cancel culture 
and turn to the alt right, focused heavily on white 
privilege – including his own – and the hypocrisy of 
those with right-wing views.
Beginning with a story about his own ‘undiagnosed 
ADHD’ excuse getting him off a speeding ticket, 
Williams leaned into the confidence of the 
mediocre white man. Leading on from this, the 
ACT Party’s disingenuous cover-up of Tim Jago’s 
charges of indecently assaulting two teenage boys 
in the 1990s quickly came under the spotlight 
before Williams contrasted this with the way his ex-
partner Green MP Golriz Ghahraman was treated 
by the media and politicians following her relatively 
mild crime of shoplifting. 
The dire state of New Zealand journalism, the 
suicidal grimness of Quest hotels, his mum’s anti-
trans and weirdly racist views on immigrants (she’s 
Canadian), and his dad’s emotional reticence all 
get Williams’ scathing comedy treatment. The latter 
topic becomes a running thread throughout the 
show as Williams plays recorded video calls with 
his dad. The denouement from Williams’ ongoing 
project to cajole his dad into saying “I love you” is 
the emotional goal kick of the show.
Williams was unwittingly aided on this journey by 
a backrow, ‘dropnuts’ heckler he quickly dubbed 
Shane, who made his presence felt early on and 
became a naïve foil for Williams’ humour. Williams 
dealt to Shane’s interjections with funny reposts 
until he started bagging the Green Party’s social 
policies, at which point Williams switched into 
a highly erudite and non-comedic explanation 
of neoliberal versus progressive policy. Shane’s 
pathetic whine about how the current government 
was treating him then got the biggest reaction of 
the night from both Williams and the audience and 
almost made me believe he was a plant. If you’re 
going to heckle a political comedian, especially if 
you’re a self-confessed millionaire National-voting 
car salesman from Stokes Valley among a majority 
left-leaning audience, at least be good at it!

Guy Williams 
Presented by Live Nation and  
Jubilee Street 
Te Auaha, 20th May 2025 
Reviewed by Tanya Piejus

Sameena Zehra’s Homicidal Pacifist – Dust Off 
Your Guillotines is a one-hour, rage-filled, self-
professed ‘unhinged rant’ premiering as part of the 
NZ International Comedy Festival. A charismatic 
and engaging performer, Zehra is at her strongest 
and most breathtaking when she intersperses her 
own stories and experiences through the show, 
which explores New Zealand and world politics, 
racism, humanity, and war, primarily the Gaza war.  
What starts as assured stand-up morphs into 
what feels more like a TED Talk than a comedy 
show. I mean this with no disrespect, and believe 
Homicidal Pacifist – Dust Off Your Guillotines has 
the potential to open up the conversation on what 
comedy can and should do. When it comes to the 
big stuff – and there is no bigger stuff than war, 
than senseless slaughter – I think comedy’s power 
lies in its ability to break down our barriers with 
laughter. In a past interview, comedian Pax Assadi 
put it to me that when someone’s mouth falls open 
to laugh, that’s when you can slip your message in. 
It’s like once those hard exterior walls come down, 
the interior softens. This show is anything but a 
softening. Let’s call it a reckoning!
From the ‘mmm’s murmuring through the gallery, 
it seems most of the audience are receptive to 
Zehra’s message and onboard with the political 
takes at play. While every person on this Earth can 
stand to learn and grow, if we already agree and no 
Wellingtonian here is likely to change their mind, 
does that make us the target audience or the 
opposite? 
I do note that our laughter, at first exuberant, 
bubbles over into a subdued simmer by the second 
half – as if we know how we feel but not what to 
do about it or how to react. We’ve been softened 
by the gags, the brilliant personal anecdotes, the 
hilarious audience asides, the silly little songs 
(shout out to Spider-Man’s hand parkour) of the 
well-crafted first half. But as the second half 
builds in intensity to boiling point, it feels like 
there’s nowhere left to go. It’s a lot to take in, to 
experience, individually and collectively. Despite 
the show ending with a brief call to action and a 
moment of respite in the shape of a great joke 
(the gay thread is *chef’s kiss), I’m left with a sort 
of hopelessness. That, of course, may well be the 
point.

Dial M for Murder, a play made famous by Alfred 
Hitchcock’s 1954 film adaptation, is a classic 
thriller that masterfully builds suspense and 
drama. 
Chris O’Grady plays Tony Wendice, a former tennis 
champion who plans the murder of his wealthy 
wife Sheila (Sylvia McKenna). Sheila’s ex-lover 
Max (Ava Voci) is a vivacious American murder 
mystery writer, recently returned to London. 
Voci and McKenna are earnest and affectionate 
together, providing a counterpoint to the sinister 
undercurrents of the story. 
O’Grady’s performance captures Tony’s duplicity, 
giving us his genial façade without ever quite 
letting us forget that there is a cold, calculating 
character beneath. He is especially brilliant when 
manipulating the quietly imperious Inspector 
Hubbard (Susannah Donovan), feigning distress 
and outrage in supposed defence of his wife. 
Kevin Hastings gives an astutely observed 
performance as the fatally unscrupulous Captain 
Lesgate, an old schoolmate of Tony’s whose past 
makes him vulnerable to coercion. Hastings shares 
one pivotal scene with O’Grady that establishes the 
central conceit of the story, and his convincingly 
shifty Captain Lesgate grounds the action that 
follows. Hastings precisely renders the Captain’s 
rising unease as he realises the dreadful situation 
he’s in, and both actors make the most of the 
brilliantly crafted writing.
Devon Heaphy’s lighting design supports the 
shifting moods of this one-room drama, especially 
when lights are switched off in the flat and the 
glowing fireplace casts strange shadows. The 
action of the first act is perfectly paced, with 
pauses and quiet moments held just long enough 
to agonising effect. When Sheila is left alone in 
the flat for a quiet evening, pasting pictures in a 
scrapbook before turning off the lights and going to 
bed, the audience is intensely still, hardly daring to 
breathe as we anticipate what might happen next.
This Wellington Repertory Theatre production 
celebrates a classic play and captures the essence 
of a thriller. This is an evening of theatre that feels 
like curling up with a murder mystery by the fire, 
perfect for a winter night away from Wellington’s 
dark and windy streets.

Sameena Zehra 
Te Auaha, 21st May 2025 
Reviewed by Madelaine Empson

Dial M for Murder
Written by Frederick Knott 
Directed by Neil Brewer  
Gryphon Theatre, 21st May 2025 
Reviewed by Ruth Corkill

Photo by Gunnar Schönborn.

Gábor Káli.

It doesn’t matter how long you have been away 
or where you have been, returning home is 
one of those emotions you feel more deeply 
than you can easily describe. Douglas Lilburn’s 
Aotearoa Overture has fleeting influences of his 
composition teacher, Ralph Vaughan Williams, but 
there is something distinctive in the tone which 
evokes the Aotearoa Lilburn was returning to. The 
violins led the drama, crisp with the jagged theme 
introducing the building sound of the orchestra. 
We are a laconic lot – sometimes it’s better to let 
our great musical interpreters tell the world how 
we feel about coming home.
Béla Bartók, and violinist Amalia Hall, wrenched 
at the heartstrings in Bartók’s Violin Concerto No. 
2. Bartók incorporated folk music and classical 
traditions into his compositions and the concerto 
features great harmonic variety and demanding 
work for the soloist. Hall took it all in her stride 
and the cadenza was an excellent showcase for 
her skill, musicality, and energy. The orchestra, 
under the expert baton of Gábor Káli, swelled and 
flowed and burst through the violin to great effect.
Antonín Dvořák’s Symphony No. 7 in D Minor is 
dramatic, majestic, and intense. Káli led the 
orchestra brilliantly, finding every opportunity 
to bring melodies to the fore, guiding perfect 
execution of complex rhythms, changes in mood, 
dynamics, tempo, and tone. He managed an 
exceptional equilibrium, so the solos, pairs, and 
sections of the orchestra were perfectly clear 
and balanced and not in competition with each 
other. Some of this is down to Dvorák’s great 
composition but a conductor’s interpretation 
is what shapes the performance and the way 
the players follow the lead is what makes the 
experience on the night. By the end Káli had 
given his all and, utterly exhausted, supported 
himself on the podium for the final, deliberate, 
quickening, foot-stamping, big embrace of a 
homecoming in the closing bars.

Echoes of Home: Bartók & 
Dvořák
Presented by  
New Zealand Symphony Orchestra 
Conducted by Gábor Káli 
Michael Fowler Centre, 23rd May 2025 
Reviewed by Tamsin Evans 

Back to contents
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Heritage rail
All aboard!

Over Matariki Weekend between the 20th and 
22nd of June, Steam Incorporated and Glenbrook 
Vintage Railway toast to the 50th anniversary of the 
Federation of Rail Organisations of New Zealand 
(FRONZ) with A Celebration of Heritage Rail. 
This milestone celebrates half a century of 
dedication to preserving and advancing New 
Zealand’s rich rail heritage with activities and 
events aplenty at Palmerston North Railway 
Station. In what is set to be the biggest mainline 
rail weekend in years, the special programme 
features a list of highlights suited for all ages, 
abilities, and interests. 
Friday’s events will be held at Palmerston North 
Railway Station, with a special weekend of 
excursion trains departing from stations across the 
lower North Island. 
The Feilding Steam Explorer featuring the  
Ww 644 will take passengers between Palmerston 
North and Feilding in beautifully restored 100-year-
old open platform carriages. 
The Railcar Rambler will traverse the Manawatū 
Gorge onboard standard railcar RM31, passing 
inaccessible tracts and rarely seen river views. 
The Main Trunk Steam Spectacular is a double-
headed steam excursion on the Central Plateau 
departing from Paekākāriki and traveling all the 
way to Ohakune, stopping at several stations along 
the way. 
The Grand Cavalcade will be a highlight of the 
weekend, featuring seven historic trains, an 
assortment of rolling stock from KiwiRail, food 
stalls, merchandise booths, and more. 
Honour the past, celebrate the present, and look 
forward to the future of rail in New Zealand at A 
Celebration of Heritage Rail FRONZ50.

Vast collection of over 2,000 vintage exhibits including a Spartan Biplane, over 100 Tractors from 1912 
onwards and more than 50 Vintage & Veteran Cars from 1907 onwards. 

Geraldine Vintage Car & Machinery Museum

Open 7 Days 10am - 3pm | www.geraldinevintagemuseum.com 
03 693 8756 | 178 Talbot Street, Geraldine

Ph 04 905 7978 or 021 2277 623 | www.stationmuseum.org.nz

Paekākāriki Station Museum Presents:  
Matariki & Early Paekākāriki History
St Peter’s Hall - June 20/21/22 | Free entry - 11am-4pm
Supported by KCDC
Speakers, stories, displays, film, children’s colouring competition

All online bookings at www.fronz50.org
CALL TO BOOK: Steam Inc 0800 783 264 | GVR 09 236 3546

The Celebrations Express | Paekakariki to Palmerston North
The Grand Cavalcade AND Steam & Diesel Cab Ride Experiences | Palmerston North

Ww 644 to Feilding & Woodville | RM31 RAILCAR RIDES
Main Trunk Steam Spectacular | Double Header to Ohakune 

Mountain Thunder | Paekakariki to TaumarUnui

Back to contents

https://www.geraldinevintagemuseum.com
https://www.stationmuseum.org.nz
https://www.fronz50.org
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Until 21st Jun. Nicola Farquhar: McLeavey 
Gallery, Cuba Street, Te Aro. New Zealand artist 
Nicola Farquhar presents an exhibition of brand-
new paintings in Wellington’s McLeavey Gallery. 
Her work often features rich and vibrant colours 
as she explores traditional portraiture through 
experimentation with colour, space, and science 
fiction elements.  
Detail of Sea-portrait by Nicola Farquhar.

21st Jun. Winter Solstice: Stonehenge Aotearoa, 
Ahiaruhe Road, Carterton – 4pm. The Winter 
Solstice, which coincides with the shortest day 
of the year, was and still is one of the most 
important astronomical winter festivals. Following 
an introduction, head into the Henge to watch 
the sun set over the winter heel stone before a 
guided tour of the night sky. 
Photo credit Stonehenge Aotearoa.

21st Jun. Little Monsters DJ & For Tunes: 
Underworld Tavern, Pirie Street, Mount Victoria – 
3pm. DJs from Christchurch and Wellington have 
paired up to get you dancing. This epic festival 
will feature an outdoor stage during the day with 
Hipmatic, PocketLipps, and Fortuna followed by 
a night stage from 7pm showcasing the groovy 
beats of Seraph, Halo, Wattsson, and Queenie.

14th Jun. Hobnail: Vogelmorn Upstairs, 
Mornington Road, Brooklyn – 7:30pm. Hobnail 
celebrates the single release of Jo Moir’s A 
Mother’s Song from their upcoming eighth studio 
album. After sold-out 2024 shows, this Hobnail 
offering features Moir’s barnstorming fiddle, 
great songs, and spectacular harmonies that will 
make your feet move and your heart sing.

8th Jun. Te Wānanga o Raukawa Pulse v 
Mystics: TSB Arena, Queens Wharf, Wellington 
Waterfront – 7pm. The Wellington women’s 
netball team will face off against Northern 
Mystics in the highly anticipated grand final 
rematch. Defeated by the Mystics in Auckland in 
round one a few weeks ago, Pulse is looking for 
redemption on their home turf. Get ready for an 
epic showdown. 

15th Jun. Baroque Voices Presents: Draw 
on, sweet night...: Futuna Chapel, Futuna 
Close, Karori – 2pm. Sopranos Pepe Becker 
[pictured] and Geneviève Gates-Panneton and 
altos Alexandra Granville and Toby Gee perform 
English, Spanish, French and Italian 14th, 15th, 
16th, and 17th-century madrigals and part songs, 
plus some 21st-century New Zealand music. 

What’s on
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What’s on
Wairarapa
13th Jun. Drag B-I-N-G-O Masterton – with Anita 
Wigl’it: Copthorne Hotel & Resort Solway Park, 
High Street, Solway – 7:30pm. Join the RuPaul’s 
Drag Race Down Under star in three competitive 
rounds of bingo featuring a drag show and lots of 
laughs. 
20th Jun. Matariki: Stonehenge Aotearoa, 
Ahiaruhe Road, Carterton – 4:30pm. Discover the 
ancient legends and significance of Matariki in 
Māori and Polynesian traditions, and explore the 
physical nature of these stars.

Kapiti
8th Jun. Waikanae Lions Presents: Air Force Band 
Charity Concert: Southward Theatre, Otaihanga 
Road, Paraparaumu – 1:30pm. The Royal New 
Zealand Air Force Band presents a wonderful 
afternoon of musical delights in their annual 
charity concert. 
11th Jun. Distilled Comedy: The Bond Store, 
Birmingham Street, Paraparaumu – 7pm. 
Comedians get five minutes to deliver raw, 
unfiltered stand-up. 
13th Jun. In The Shallows: The Raumati Social 
Club, Poplar Avenue, Raumati – 7:30pm. With a 
brand-new lineup, a fresh album in the works, and 
the first single Do You turning heads, the Kapiti 
indie folk pop band bring their heartfelt harmonies 
and pop-infused sound to the Coast.
19th Jun. Matariki Market: The Bond Store, 
Birmingham Street, Paraparaumu – 3pm. 
Enjoy live music, discover treasures from local 
makers, and sip on delicious tipples while making 
memories under the stars. 
20th-21st Jun. Ōtaki Pottery Club Presents: Star 
Glaze 2025 Mid Winter Ceramics Festival: Otaki 
Racing Club, Te Roto Road, Ōtaki – 10am. An 
exciting celebration of art and the traditions of 
Matariki, this family-friendly pottery festival is set 
against a picturesque natural backdrop. 

Events
6th Jun. Murder Mystery Night: The Pow Wow 
Room, Courtenay Place, Te Aro – 6pm. Step into 
the glitz, glamour, and… gruesome secrets of the 
1920s at this immersive murder mystery party. 
7th Jun. Love Local Expo 2025: Te Rauparaha 
Arena, Parumoana Street, Porirua – 10am. Come 
along and see your favourite local businesses 
or learn about what amazing innovations and 
services are being offered right in your own 
community.
8th, 15th Jun. Sci-Fi Sundays: Space Place at 
Carter Observatory, Salamanca Road, Kelburn 
– 6pm. Travel across the cosmos and encounter 
strange beings with screenings of Galaxy Quest 
and Ghostbusters. 
14th Jun. Matariki Market: Wharewaka Function 
Centre, Taranaki Street, Wellington Waterfront 
– 10am. Shop vintage clothing, original art, 
pounamu, and handmade taonga from Māori and 
Tāngata Moana creatives. 
17th, 18th Jun. Mānawatia-a-Mātariki – Dawn 
Stargazing: Space Place at Carter Observatory, 
Salamanca Road, Kelburn – 5am. Watch Matariki 
and Puanga rising on the planetarium screen. 
18th Jun. The Salt Path – A Movie Fundraiser for 
Youthline Wellington: Light House Cuba, Wigan 
Street, Te Aro – 5:30pm. In this inspiring movie, 
a husband and wife embark on a coastal trek 
after losing their home and receiving an upsetting 
medical diagnosis.
19th, 22nd Jun. Warren Miller’s 75: Penthouse 
Cinema and Cafe, Ohiro Road, Brooklyn – 7pm, 
5pm. Catch a diverse lineup of snow sports 
legends, Olympic hopefuls, world champions, X 
Games stars, and emerging talents on the big 
screen. 

Music
6th Jun. Ball Park Music: San Fran, Cuba Street, 
Te Aro – 7:30pm. The band’s new album Like Love 
explores a more tender, introspective side. Catch it 
live in Welly for the first time. 
7th Jun. Hogsnort Bulldogs Goodtime Band: 
Upper Hutt Cosmopolitan Club, Logan Street, 
Upper Hutt – 7:30pm. With a brand-new song and 
more of their skiffle pop and jug band music, the 
iconic band will have you dancing all night. 
7th Jun. Mehana: The Undercurrent, Tory Street, 
Te Aro – 7:30pm. Characterised by lively rhythms, 
intricate melodies, and soulful vocals, this Balkan 
folk, Romani, and Sefard-inspired outfit skilfully 
blends accordion, violin, trumpet, guitar, and 
percussion to create a rich and dynamic musical 
experience.
7th Jun. Swallow the Rat: Moon, Riddiford Street, 
Newtown – 8pm. Auckland post-punk outfit 
Swallow the Rat return to the capital with their 
new EP Face Unpopular. 
7th Jun. Fovos: San Fran, Cuba Street, Te Aro – 
11pm. Bringing the raw energy of 90s raves to 
today’s dance floors, the NZ DJ duo will be joined 
by Pixel Chix and Puppyluv. 
7th-8th Jun. Marlon Williams: St James Theatre, 
Courtenay Place, Te Aro – 7:30pm, 7pm. Catch 
Marlon Williams’ first Māori language album Te 
Whare Tīwekaweka live and in the flesh. 
10th Jun. MonoNeon: San Fran, Cuba Street, Te 
Aro – 7pm. A GRAMMY®-winning bassist, singer-
songwriter, and experimental musician from 
Memphis, MonoNeon returns to New Zealand for 
his I Want Snacks & Gifts Tour.
10th Jun. Jessica Pratt: Meow Nui, Vivian Street, 
Te Aro – 7:30pm. The beguiling Californian folk 
songwriter Jessica Pratt and her incredible band 
come to Welly alongside Lyttleton songsmith Ben 
Woods. 
13th Jun. Come Together – Live Rust: The Opera 
House, Manners Street, Te Aro – 8pm. Celebrating 
five years as New Zealand’s most successful rock 
series, Come Together returns to celebrate Neil 
Young’s Live Rust featuring Kiwi music legends in 
an immersive, once-in-a-lifetime experience. 
13th Jun. Earth Tongue: Meow Nui, Vivian Street, 
Te Aro – 8pm. The Aotearoa Music Awards and 
Taite Music Prize nominated psych-fuzz duo brings 
a mind-altering, cult-like live performance to 
Pōneke. 
14th Jun. Herbert Zielinski: St Andrew’s on 
The Terrace, The Terrace, Te Aro – 7pm. Enjoy 
Wellingtonian Herbert Zielinski’s farewell concert 
before he jets off to the UK to accept a scholarship 
as the Tenor Choral Scholar at Wells Cathedral. 
14th Jun. Cam & Sam Present: Elton John vs Billy 
Joel: Upper Hutt Cosmopolitan Club, Logan Street, 
Upper Hutt – 8pm. New Zealand’s award-winning 
tribute show features hits and deep cuts from 
Elton John and Billy Joel. 
15th Jun. John Chen: St Andrew’s on The Terrace, 
The Terrace, Te Aro – 3pm. The award-winning 
Kiwi pianist presents an all-French programme 
from the romantic and post-romantic periods. 
19th Jun. Brad Cox: Meow, Edward Street, Te Aro 
– 8pm. Four-time Golden Guitar and ARIA nominee 
Brad Cox brings his unmistakable voice, raw-as-
the-Outback storytelling, and arena-sized energy 
from Australia to Aotearoa.

Performance
6th Jun. June Duets: Circus Bar, Allen Street, Te 
Aro – 7pm. Join Wellington’s funniest and most 
creative comedy duos for a night of laughter, 
goofiness, and delight. 
6th Jun. Lads Lads Lads! A Drag King Show: 
The Fringe Bar, Allen Street, Te Aro – 8pm. A 
boisterous band of bros will make you hot and 
sweaty at this drag king affair. 
6th Jun. Troye Sivan Drag Show: Ivy Bar & Cabaret, 
Cuba Street, Te Aro – 10pm. Judas Kiss, Amoeba 
Geezer, and Mx Capital champ Faux Femm lip-sync 
and stunt to the songs of Aussie pop star Troye 
Sivan. 
10th Jun. Matariki Glow Show: The Opera House, 
Manners Street, Te Aro – 10am, 12am, 2pm. 
Experience the story of Te Kāhui o Matariki as the 
stars gather to light up the skies for Te Tau Hou 
Māori (Māori New Year). But where is the smallest, 
Waipuna-ā-rangi? Could the little one be lost in the 
moana?
14th Jun. Saturday Laughs with Rhian Wood-
Hill and Rhiannon McCall: The Fringe Bar, Allen 
Street, Te Aro – 8pm. In this two-hour showcase, 
multi-hyphenate Rhiannon McCall brings laughs 
aplenty with support from Rhian Wood-Hill, Advait 
Kirtikar, and Lucy Gardner. 
14th, 15th Jun. Andrew Hamilton: Abandoned 
Taproom Petone, Fitzherbert Street, Lower Hutt – 
6pm, 8pm. In 2021, comedian Andrew Hamilton 
spent four months in two of Sydney’s maximum-
security prisons for the supply of psychedelic 
drugs. In 2025, he presents Jokes About the Time 
I Went to Prison.
18th, 20th, 22nd Jun. New Zealand Opera Presents: 
La bohème: St James Theatre, Courtenay Place, 
Te Aro – 7:30pm, 7:30pm, 2:30pm. Friends and 
lovers share dreams and passions, yet are forced 
by circumstance to move through a world whose 
edges feel sharper by the day in this beloved opera 
by Giacomo Puccini. 
18th-28th Jun. The Tīwhas: A Matariki 
Spectacular: Circa Theatre, Taranaki Street, 
Wellington Waterfront – various times. Join the 
Tīwhas for kai, waiata, and remembrance as 
they take you on a journey through the stars of 
Matariki.
19th Jun. The Wellington Comedy Club Matariki 
Showcase: Te Auaha, Dixon Street, Te Aro – 8pm. 
The country’s best and brightest comedians 
converge for a Matariki showcase featuring MC 
Kajun Brooking, headliner Li’i Alaimoana, and 
Auntie Lianne Karaitiana, Mamaeroa Munn, and 
Viki Moananu.  

Galleries
Until 17th Aug. Kiingi Tuheitia Portraiture Award 
2025: New Zealand Portrait Gallery Te Pūkenga 
Whakaata, Lady Elizabeth Lane, Te Aro. This 
competition encourages young Māori artists to 
create portraits of their tupuna (ancestors) in any 
medium. 
Until 14th Sep. 1856 -1925 as experienced 
by William F Massey: Te Papakura Exhibition 
Space, Parliament, Pipitea. Take a walk through 
the transformative years of 1856 to 1925 and 
experience the influences and events during the 
lifetime of William F Massey. 
Until 25th Sep. He Kura Toi Tangata: 50 Years of 
the Waitangi Tribunal, 1975-2025: Te Waka Huia 
Wellington Museum, Queens Wharf, Wellington 
Waterfront. Discover a touring photographic 
exhibition commemorating the Waitangi Tribunal’s 
50th anniversary.

Festivals
Until 14th Jun. Kia Mau Festival: Various locations 
and times in Wellington. This Indigenous arts 
festival celebrates contemporary Tāngata Whenua, 
Tāngata Moana, and Indigenous art in Aotearoa 
and beyond. 
4th-14th Jun. Wāhine Auaha: Short Play and 
Comedy Festival: Mana Little Theatre, Sunset 
Parade, Plimmerton – 7:30pm. Catch three 
short plays written and directed by local women 
interspersed with stand-up comedy from wāhine 
comedians. 
4th-29th Jun. French Film Festival Aotearoa: 
Various locations and times in Greater Wellington. 
Catch dramas and documentaries, comedies and 
kooky capers at the annual festival celebrating 
French cinema. 
19th-22nd Jun. Wellington City Council Presents: 
Matariki Ahi Kā: Various locations and times 
on Wellington Waterfront. Honour our culture 
and history with a big, bold, immersive walk-
through journey that includes fire, projections, 
performances, kai, and a special ceremony 
honouring those who have passed away.
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For your inclusion in the what’s on listings 
email: whatson@regionalnews.kiwi. Close 

off for the next issue’s listings is noon 
Tuesday 10 June.

Regional News

To the best of our knowledge, the information 
provided to us regarding the above events 

was correct at the time of press. Our company 
accepts no liability for events postponed, 
cancelled, sold out, or otherwise adapted. 

225 Cuba Street, Wellington | Ph: 04 385 3083
Mob: 021 167 4550 | Email: info@kiwiarthouse.co.nz

www.kiwiarthouse.co.nz

Miranda Woollett 
 ‘Muted Undertones’ 21 May to10 June 

FRESH FISH
TAKEAWAYS
FISH & CHIPS

Sea shore to your door

Phone 0800 732 627

Andrew Rotherham
Craftsman Bookbinder
021 0221 5388      04 384 3119
bookbindingetc2017@gmail.com

bookbindingetc2017.co.nz

• case binding • thesis binding • leather binding  
• foil blocking • presentation boxes • menu covers

We pride ourselves on serving our 
customers delicious Indian & South 
Indian Indo-Chinese dishes. 
Eat delicious food. Grab a drink.
But most of all, relax!

Wed-Sun : 11:30am – 2pm
Wed-Mon : 4:30pm - 9:30pm
04 527 4290 | ammu.co.nz

851 FERGUSSON 

DRIVE, 

UPPER HUTT

For Adults and Children

TRAVEL RELIEF
PREVENT TRAVEL SICKNESS

HELPS PREVENT  
TRAVEL SICKNESS 

FOR UP TO
24
HOURS1

Meclozine Hydrochloride 12.5mg Medicines have benefits and some may have 
risks. Always read the label and use only as directed. If symptoms persist see 
your healthcare professional. May cause drowsiness. Avoid alcohol and driving. 
Multichem NZ Ltd, Auckland. TAPS MR9697
1. Wang Z et al. Meclizine metabolism and pharmacokinetics. J Clin Pharmacol. 2012;52 

AVAILABLE FROM:
AND INDEPENDENT 
PHARMACIES

12
TABLETS

GLUTEN FREE  
LACTOSE FREE

Mairenui Rural Retreat

1019 Ruahine Rd, Mangaweka, RD 54 | 06 382 5564
www.mairenui.co.nz | mairenui@inspire.net.nz

Tranquil, self-contained accommodation  
(The Retreat & The Villa) set in scenic Northern 
Manawatu hill country. Ideal for a romantic getaway, 
a family gathering by the fireside, and stargazing.

https://www.kiwiarthouse.co.nz
https://www.bookbindingetc2017.co.nz
https://www.mairenui.co.nz
https://www.ammu.co.nz
https://www.circa.co.nz
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www.bozinoffmortgages.com

 

Call Michael 021 757 269

“Michael was on top of everything that I needed to 
get my mortgage sorted, even with the limited time I 
had left. I mostly appreciate the high communitive 
manner, always clear with any concerns or questions. 
Completely happy with the service and would 
recommend to anyone.”

“We have been dealing with Michael for a few 
years now regarding our mortgage and 
he has always been a pleasure to deal 
with. He always has great advice, is 
honest and you can’t go past his 
positive attitude and beaming smile. 
Would fully recommend Michael to 
anyone out there.”

Whether it’s your first home or looking to build, you’re 
upgrading, refinancing, refixing or adding to your investment 
portfolio, I can help provide the right knowledge and advice.

www.thetankguy.co.nz

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR WATER OUTAGES?

EARTHQUAKE BURST PIPES DROUGHT

GARDEN + EMERGENCY TANKS

Factory Direct Pricing

Our Certifications and Affiliations

We specialise in renovations, re-clads, bathroom upgrades, extensions, kitchen remodels, 
and window replacements. As a full-service company, we collaborate with a network of 

skilled subcontractors to ensure every project is completed to the highest standard.

Ellora Before Ellora After

“Garry and his team from Lead Builders repaired internal water damage and renovated 
a bathroom in our home last year. We found him knowledgeable, professional and 

dependable and were very pleased with the quality of his work. We now have further 
work required and have no hesitation using him again.”

www.leadbuilders.co.nz

Kitchen Renovations Bathroom Renovations Full Home Renovations

0800 532 343   027 446 6036 
Po Box 12417, Thorndon, Wellington 

gaz@leadbuilders.co.nz

99.6% Approval from 19 authenticated ratings – NoCowboys

We don’t discriminate, we sell across the entire Wellington Region

Over a quarter of a BILLION 
reasons to use us!

Kim, Brent + Team have SOLD well over a quarter of a billion dollars in 
property + have the knowledge, skills + expertise to sell your home.

Scan the QR code for more properties or 
to arrange a free no obligation appraisal

Whitby

Whitby

Coming Soon - Waikanae

04 473 8587 
www.southernstarrealty.co.nz

Kim + BrentLydia + Jamie Marie

Paraparaumu

Paraparaumu

https://www.southernstarrelaty.co.nz
https://www.bozinoffmortgages.com
https://www.leadbuilders.co.nz
https://www.thetankguy.co.nz



