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When I asked the Regional News round table what 
they wanted me to include in this piece, which has 
become kind of like our annual Christmas card 
to our readers, I heard a resounding “We’re still 
here!” 
It might seem silly, but it’s how we all feel. We’re 
truly proud to still be here, heading into our 
12th year of printing an independently owned 
newspaper (no mean feat in a digital age). There 
are just eight of us here filling the pages you’re 
holding with the word on the street about what’s 
on, where to go, and what to do in wonderful 
Wellington and beyond. Making an arts and 
entertainment, lifestyle and leisure publication 
today – one without funding that’s free to read – 
feels a bit like a Christmas miracle. 
Our gratitude goes out to every single person who 
has had a hand in Regional News: from our clients 
to readers, staff members to distributors who fill 
the stands across Greater Wellington each and 
every fortnight come rain or shine. You all helped 
us to reach 250 issues this year, plus celebrate 
our 21st birthday edition of our free biannual travel 
magazine, Destinationz. Cue the confetti!
When all is said and done, we think the biggest 
miracle of all is our team. Many of us have been 
here for several years, if not since day dot. Here’s 
to the next 250 issues with our chosen family.
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We’re still standing!

Tasty treats

Dishing up a smorgasbord of shows straight 
out of Te Herenga Waka – Victoria University of 
Wellington’s MFA in Creative Practice, Six Degrees 
Festival returns to BATS Theatre until the 6th 
of December to serve as a launching pad for 
emerging talents. 
Three out of the five new works will bubble and 
boil to life in a fun, quirky, and thought-provoking 
December programme, with Youltide serving 
as the entrée. To be consumed between the 3rd 
and 6th at 6:30pm, the grief-drenched Christmas 
tragicomedy from William McMorran, Joshua Lees, 
and Teddy O’Neill follows Douglas, a narrator who’s 
desperately trying to rewrite the end of a story 
about someone he loved and lost. Set in a living 
room on Christmas Eve, the play weaves humour, 
absurdity, and heartbreak into a slow unravelling 
as misery creeps closer and the story begins to 
resist its teller. This is a play about holding on too 
tightly, the rituals we build to survive, grief that 
overstays its welcome, and the magic of Christmas.
Also between the 3rd and 6th but at 8pm, Ella 
Ford and Nathan Arnott’s dystopian feminist eco-
thriller Strays is the meat of the festival. In a future 
world where human life is scarce and nature has 
reclaimed the Earth, Lorna Gold is a historian who 
has illegally left the city walls in search of answers 
to the past in the overgrown territory called The 
Reclaimed. Viv, a watcher dedicated to keeping 
order, is tasked with bringing Lorna back to the 
city for judgment. However, as she discovers more 
clues to Lorna’s whereabouts, she realises that 
everything she knows about the city is not what it 
seems.
Like a cherry on top, Tama by Ngahaki Gardiner 
follows Tamatekapua ‘Tama’ Francis Foster, a 
charming yet immature and terminally lazy ne’er-
do-well on the 5th of December as he navigates life 
following a messy breakup with his girlfriend Rui 
while at his friend Hemi’s 21st. 
Whether you’re keen for a taster or the full three-
course meal, take a bite out of Six Degrees 
Festival.
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Howdy and Merry Christmas!

Asbestos Sampling 
and Testing

enquiries@fibres.co.nz  |  www.fibres.co.nz
2-4 Bell Road South, Gracefield Seaview, 

Lower Hutt 5010 | 04 566 3311

NZ OWNED AND OPERATED

Happy & Safe Chris�as
from the team at CES

Closing 22nd Dec, reopening 14th Jan

Fast food for furry friends - Ohariu, Otaki NZ 
We offer a fast, friendly, efficient service with the 
convenience of ordering from home or phone, pick up 
or free local, Contactless Delivery. For all your animal 
related supplies. 

Livestock feed | Grooming 
Animal treats | Farm yard products 
A range of goodies for your farm yard friends.

Phone 0274 748 005 | info@redbarnsupply.co 
www.redbarnsupply.co

Gates open at 3:30pm for

Carols at Cobblestones
169 Main St, Greytown

Register your entry:

Greytown
Santa Parade
Saturday 13th December, 2pm

Prizes!   Fun!
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‘Twas A Spell Before Christmas, when all through 
the house All the wee elves were stirring, for a 
pantomime blast! 
The Pantoloons are back this silly season with 
their latest show, which will cast a gold and glittery, 
sparkly spell on audiences at Wairarapa Events 
Centre on the 19th of December, Palmerston 
North’s Globe Theatre on the 20th, Lower Hutt’s 
Little Theatre on the 21st, and Kapiti’s Southward 
Theatre on the 22nd for four days of festive fun.
A Spell Before Christmas starts in Santa’s 
workshop, where everything is running smoothly 
before the big day. The toys are built and the 
reindeer ready, the cookies baked and the elves 
behaving (for now). But trouble is a-brewing... Oh 
no! 
Curious Buddy is the elf on a shelf. As the new star 
of the Christmas calendar who demands green 
M&Ms in his dressing room, Buddy has let fame 
go to his head and ignores an important warning 
on an old bottle marked Do Not Open. Out bursts 
a magical spell that shatters into tiny sparkles, 
floats through the workshop, and turns everything 
and everyone in its path naughty! Eek! It’s not long 
before Freezle and Elfis (uh-huh-huh) are back to 
their sneaky, cheeky ways.
Can Santa and the rest of the gang catch the 
spell before it causes too much chaos and save 
Christmas? 
Writer and director Amanda Stone is well known 
for reimagining classic fairy and folk tales into 
madcap, mayhem-filled pantomimes that her 
children’s theatre company performs across the 
region in and around the school holidays. The 
Pantoloons have been around for 13 years, but 
this is Amanda’s second-ever entirely original story. 
The first? Last year’s Christmas show! I sense a 
theme…
“I just love Christmas”, Amanda confirms, 
chuckling. “I’ve got 15 boxes full of Christmas stuff 
– actually, I just put some decorations out today.” 
“Amanda!” I shriek. “It’s only November!” 
Sheepishly, I then remember (and confess) 
that I just watched a Hallmark Christmas movie 
yesterday…
Sing along to all your favourite Christmas carols, 
dance, cheer, and be merry as The Pantoloons cast 
A Spell Before Christmas. 
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Mischief, mayhem, and a merry 
Christmas

Robin Hood steals from the rich and gives to the 
poor in an oldie timey place where people are 
doing it tough and the landed gentry hoard the 
money all for themselves: Wellington 2025. In the 
capital’s annual pantomime from local theatre 
legends Gavin Rutherford and Simon Leary, the 
classic tale takes on grievances as old as time in a 
shiny new production at Circa Theatre until the 10th 
of January. 
After bringing charm, wit, and a reverence for the 
goofiness of panto to Pōneke audiences for years, 
Leary steps into the director’s tights for Robin 
Hood. Of his and Rutherford’s fresh take on one of 
folklore’s finest, Leary says that “the story feels as 
relevant now as it would have back then”.  
Our hero and heartthrob, played by Christchurch 
actor and pantomime veteran Kathleen Burns, 
must stop the Evil Sheriff (shiver-inducing 
Jackson Burling) from running roughshod over the 
citizens! But this quest is far from easy… there are 
swordfights, archery, and a lot of dance numbers 
to get through. Burns is joined by multi-talented 
merry men Bronwyn Turei (Ngāti Porou) and 
Aimée Sullivan, as well choreographers and panto 
favourites Natasha McAllister and Jthan Morgan 
(Ngāi Tāmanuhiri, Rongowhakaata, Magiagi, 
Sapapāli’i, Lotofaga) as Maid Marian and her 
handmaiden, Courtenay Place. 
Whether your favourite Robin Hood is Sean 
Connery or Disney’s most dashing fox, the fast-
paced story about a rugged rogue, dart-throwing 
damsel, sinister sheriff, and mischievous merry 
men will hop, skip, and jump to life in all its campy 
glory this silly season. 
Come one and come all to experience the slings 
and arrows of this outrageous forest farce!

SNIPS
Summer transport
Metlink’s summer schedule includes free 
travel on Christmas Day and special bus and 
train timetables. Buses will replace most 
trains using weekend schedules between the 
25th of December and the 11th of January for 
railway  
network upgrades.  
Plan ahead at metlink.org.nz  
Nominate now 
Independent Music NZ, with the support of 
founding partner Recorded Music NZ, has 
opened nominations for the 2026 Taite Music 
Prize and associated categories, including 
Auckland Live Best Independent Debut and NZ 
On Air Outstanding Music Journalism. Entries 
close on the 30th of January 2026 at indies.
co.nz
See you soon!
We’re off on our summer break from the 12th 
of December until the 12th of January. As soon 
as we’re back in the office, our first issue of 
2026 will start hitting the stands. Till then, 
happiest of holidays to you and yours!

Help save Christmas! 
by Madelaine Empson

Photo by Dan Bain.

GATES OPEN AT 11am | PRESALES ONLINE: $20
AT THE GATE: (LIMITED GATES SALES) ADULTS - $30

CHILD 5-16YRS - $10 | UNDER 5 - FREE
FAMILY PASS (2A +3C) - $50 | JETSPRINT.CO.NZ/FEATHERSTON

LYRICS BY TIM RICE 
& MUSIC BY  

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER

GRYPHON THEATRE  
22 GHUZNEE ST  

WELLINGTON

1ST GEAR PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS

$30/$25/$20
TICKETS AT  

Wed 17– Fri 19 Dec: 7.30pm

Sat 20 Dec: 2.00pm & 7.30pm

TM© 1991 The Really Useful Group Limited | By Arrangement with 
Origin™ Theatrical | On Behalf of The Really Useful Group Limited
TM© 1991 The Really Useful Group Limited | By Arrangement with 
Origin™ Theatrical | On Behalf of The Really Useful Group Limited

0800 447 067

http://www.metlink.org.nz
https://www.jetsprint.co.nz/festherston
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News
Fame, fortune, forgiveness

A new take on a classic horror

‘Tis the season for fun, family, and… why, fantasies 
of fratricide, of course! 
Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice’s first, uber 
famous musical – written in 1968 when they were 
just teenagers and still performed widely around 
the world today – will have its amazing day in the 
technicolour sun at Gryphon Theatre from the 17th to 
the 20th of December. Have you guessed yet? 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 
follows Joseph, whose dad Jacob gives him a 
wonderful, colourful coat. Jealous, his 11 brothers 
plot to get rid of him. But as with all good musicals, 
things don’t quite go to plan, and Joseph instead 
winds up on a big journey that ends in fame, fortune, 
and, eventually, forgiveness. 
Bringing a quirky new feel to this musical classic 
is director Micky Delahunty, who describes the 
experience as warm and light-hearted, with catchy 
tunes and lots of laughs. The energy and enjoyment 
of the young performers, aged mostly between 18 
and 23 years, brings, perhaps, “a much-needed 
moment of escape from the world of today”, 
Delahunty says. 
The award-winning creative has written extensively 
for young people over many years, while 
musical director Justin Pearce has worked with 
predominantly young performers for the past 15 
years. They are known for original small-cast takes 
on some of the classics, and with an onstage cast of 
just eight performers and a live band of five, 1st Gear 
Productions’ Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat will be funny and fast. Go, Go, Go 
Joseph!

In a dark room he thought was empty, a young man 
finds an abandoned journal. Using anything and 
anyone he can, he begins to build, then unravel a 
world of ego, isolation, and cruelty. The world of 
Victor Frankenstein and his creation.
“The story is often presented in quite an intense, 
self-serious way, or as a cartoonish joke,” shares 
Calvin Petersen, performer and co-creator of this 
solo adaption of Mary Shelley’s iconic tale. Together 
with director and co-writer Alessandro Visentin, 
Petersen “wanted to find a middle way: trying to 
use a playful, sometimes silly approach to engage 
the audience’s imaginations while exploring these 
big universal questions. Why does Victor ignore his 
responsibilities? Why does the creature become 
violent?”
Remote Viewing’s Frankenstein blends storytelling 
and shadow play with clowning and audience 
participation to create an intimate, immersive, 
investigative experience at BATS Theatre. It’s a 
venue that holds a special place in Petersen’s heart.
“I performed a number of times at BATS when I 
lived and trained in Pōneke, and I owe the theatre 
a lot”, says the artist, who is excited to perform the 
show at home in Aotearoa after working as an actor 
and director in Canada and Europe. “It gave me 
an accessible opportunity to take risks as a young 
artist, and showed me that there was an audience 
for work that was outside the mainstream.”
See Frankenstein come alive like never before from 
the 16th to the 20th of December.

Kandahar Village
 16 TOTARA STREET | MASTERTON

e nq u i r e  today 
call:  02 7248 5694      visit: enlivencentral.org.nz

12 
month 

monthly fee  
holiday

P R I C E D  F R O M

$650K
C A L L  TO DAY

$ 2 0 , 0 0 0  C A S H-B AC K  
ON SETTLEMENT

Boutique village living,  
big sense of belonging
Sign ORA before 28 February 2026 (can be conditional on house sale)

https://www.enlivencentral.org.nz
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Music news
Thunderstorms and margaritas 
by Madelaine Empson

Throwing Muses, one of the most acclaimed 
alternative rock bands of the 90s, are on their 
way to Aotearoa to play their new album Moonlight 
Concessions amongst a setlist spanning their 
celebrated records at San Fran on the 9th of 
December. When I ask frontwoman Kristin Hersh 
about the distinctive sound the band pioneered 
when they formed in Newport, Rhode Island in the 
80s, she says she started Throwing Muses when 
she was just 12 years old, so didn’t have much 
time to develop any influences. 
“Probably why the early stuff sounds so 
‘inventive,’” she laughs, “meaning ‘weird.’”
How do you think your music has evolved when 
you compare Moonlight Concessions with your 
earlier work?
I’ve gotten much better at editing. I got a lot of 
‘art’ points just for sounding crazy when I was 
young. But I’ve always literally heard the music I 
write, as if it comes in the window. Songwriting for 
me is listening, not self-expression, which is just 
a precursor to actual songs. You get rid of your 
baggage and then jump into music’s river and see 
what you come out with. 
I’ve never had any ambition whatsoever as regards 
the music business, but I’m still fascinated by 
music itself… utterly obsessed, actually. And the 
more I learn that most music is found outside 
the music business, the more fascinating it gets. 
Inspired sound is a human endeavour, not an 
industrial one, in other words. 
How would you describe your stage chemistry 
and connection with Throwing Muses’ current 
lineup of David Narcizo and Bernard Georges? 
I love everyone I’ve ever played music with, but 
my drummer, Dave – who’s been my best friend 
since we were eight years old – says that Throwing 
Muses is a kind of music, not a group of people, 
and I think he’s right. Anybody who’s ego-less 
enough to jump in that musical river and come 
out with a cup of water meant for sharing can play 
inspired stuff. You fall in love with your instrument 
and let it speak. 
Something about the atmosphere of our sound 
is like weather or like a house you come and go 
from that you once called home. I’m sounding way 
groovier than I am, trying to describe this effect 
[laughs]… but we made a lot of our records in 
a big melting mansion in the French Quarter of 
New Orleans. To me? Afternoon thunderstorms in 
that house where we all lived together and drank 
margaritas is Throwing Muses’ genre.
What are your memories of our wee pocket of the 
world?
Nothing ‘wee’ about you in my mind! You’re 
massively important to me. I tried to move there 
and raise my kids among y’all years ago. Wellington 
is also like a thunderstorm of a musical genre! 
The air quality and humour, architecture and 
birds. Wellington is a gestalt that’s hard for touring 
musicians to shake. Might still move there if you let 
me stay…

Kristin Hersh. Photos by Pete Mellekas.

Rapturous romance

Forever a mystery

Photo by Rankin.
“One of the most dynamic and thrilling UK rock 
bands in years” (Rolling Stone), Bar Italia likes it 
hot! 
Just last month, the three-piece of Nina Cristante, 
Jezmi Tarik Fehmi, and Sam Fenton unveiled their 
new album Some Like It Hot. If the title seems 
familiar, you’d be thinking of the 1959 film starring 
Marilyn Monroe, Tony Curtis, and Jack Lemmon 
about a group of rogue musicians on the adventure 
path: a funny, rambunctious, sexy, and ever-green 
showcase of a triple-threat cast at full throttle. 
Certain parallels are perhaps not accidental…
Pulsing with romance and rapture, intrigue and 
self-discovery, Some Like It Hot is a collection 
of rock songs that voraciously embrace the 
main stage from three singer-songwriters who 
have transcended their underground roots to 
embrace a bold and brazen widescreen horizon. 
Spellbinding folk pop, punch-drunk ballads meet 
those undefinable moments that sneak up on you 
like a burst of 5am sunshine. “Lust for past pain 
is beautifully represented”, Buzz writes, adding 
the album “revels in the perverse, balancing 
sensuality, fear, and masochistic attraction to self-
destruction”.
That 1959 Hollywood classic ends with the 
immortal line: “Well, nobody’s perfect.” Some 
Like It Hot the album, however, comes pretty darn 
close. See for yourself when Bar Italia – equally 
comfortable incensing a thick, vibrating festival 
mosh-pit as they are cultivating moments of 
pin-drop intimacy – plays Meow on the 14th of 
December.

Manchester-based expatriate songwriter Nadia 
Reid journeys back to where it all began this 
December, bringing her critically lauded fourth 
album Enter Now Brightness to New Zealand 
on a tour that graces Meow Nui on the 12th of 
December. 
Enter Now Brightness is the sound of a cellular 
shift: of departure and questioning, Reid says, 
that has reminded her how songwriting can be 
“the most useful thing to do with pain and joy and 
thoughts and feelings and anger”. That through 
music, we can find great change. “I’m so much 
better off now that it exists… Now feels like a new 
time.”
A record of poise and great beauty, Enter Now 
Brightness sees Reid move ever further from her 
earlier folk inclinations. The word folk feels too 
confining, she says. She has grown weary, too, of 
all the inevitable likenings to Mitchell and Dylan 
and more. Instead, she establishes a sound 
distinctly her own. 
“Impressively, the lustrous-voiced Reid has 
changed tracks without derailing the train”, Uncut 
writes. “There’s a questing robustness to these 
songs, a sense of somebody finally having the 
perspective to seek out answers to long-hanging 
questions”, MOJO confirms.
Following the April 2025 release, Reid unveiled the 
new single Moment By, which began to emerge 
during the pandemic and which she felt belonged 
on the album, but couldn’t quite make fit.
“Songwriting will forever remain a mystery to me,” 
she says, describing the track as “nostalgia in song 
form”. 
“What felt at the time like a bit of a rut, a nothing 
time, an uninspired time, ended up being a whole 
album’s worth of songs. Enter Now Brightness. It 
sometimes works like that. Anyway, let the song 
and the whole process forever remain a mystery.”

Photo by Marieke Macklon.
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Defying Gravity

Love Actually by Alessia Belsito-Riera

Hop on your broomstick or glide in by bubble, paint 
the town green or sparkle among the stars, for 
something Wicked is coming, Wellington!
In honour of the release of Wicked: For Good, Best 
of Both Worlds is bringing Club Wicked to San Fran 
for One Short Day on the 13th of December, casting 
a musical spell across the dancefloor so capital 
crowds can spend their evenings Dancing Through 
Life to the new movie’s soundtrack. 
“As long-time musical-theatre fans, and 
unapologetic fans of nostalgic musical TV and 
movie classics, we wanted to create a night where 
everyone who loves those worlds could come 
together on the dancefloor,” Best of Both Worlds 
marketing manager Maddi Henricks says. “For 
the past nine years, we’ve been curating themed 
events that celebrate the musicals, TV shows, and 
films people grew up with and still adore today.”
Club Wicked will feature themed décor and 
giveaways, plus a costume competition – think 
green glam, Glinda sparkle, wizard chic, or anything 
fabulously theatrical. Henricks says they handpick 
top tier DJs to “craft the ultimate nostalgia-fuelled, 
current playlist for each event”. Alongside hits from 
the musical-turned-motion picture, Wellington’s 
DJ PeT will mix beloved Broadway and West End 
showtunes from Hamilton, Mamma Mia!, Chicago, 
Les Misérables, Heathers, and more to keep the 
dancefloor Popular. 
Fly high in this magical, spellbinding night out with 
the wonderful Wizard of Oz.

Whenever you get gloomy with the state of the world, 
think about the arrivals gate at Wellington Airport. 
General opinion’s starting to make out that we live in 
a world of hatred and greed, but I don’t see that. 
Wellington is proof of that. Bursting with joy, 
creativity, and life, aroha is all over in our little corner 
of the world. With the Christmas season just around 
the corner, families reuniting, and friends coming 
together, that love is due to increase tenfold. 
There is no better way to get into the Christmas spirit 
than by watching your favourite holiday movie. Love 
Actually in Concert brings Richard Curtis’ beloved 
festive rom com to the big screen at the Michael 
Fowler Centre on the 20th of December accompanied 
by a full orchestra. 
Performing Craig Armstrong’s score live, the 
orchestra brings the 10 intertwined stories to life 
anew, inspiring audiences to feel “hopeful and happy 
and inspired to have a wonderful and possibly messy 
Christmas”, producer Phil Bathols says.
“Scenes like Hugh Grant dancing through 10 
Downing Street, Thomas Brodie-Sangster racing 
through Heathrow Airport, and Andrew Lincoln 
presenting cue cards to Keira Knightley are timeless. 
The film never pretends that love is simple but that 
is worth fighting for. It balances heartbreak with 
hope and captures Christmas magic without being 
cheesy.”  
It seems to me that love is everywhere. Often, it’s not 
particularly dignified or newsworthy, but it’s always 
there... If you look for it, I’ve got a sneaky feeling 
you’ll find that love actually is all around.

Georgie Sullivan. 
Photo by Reef Reid, Radar Photography.

Reimagining rock by Alessia Belsito-Riera

A leaner lineup with a louder punch leads 
December’s legendary Girls Rock the Boys concert. 
On the 13th at Underworld Tavern, Ashley Hale-
Durham, Georgie Sullivan, and Julie Lamb will 
drop kick into the golden era of rock, performing 
hits from Journey, Whitesnake, Boston, Foreigner, 
Rainbow, and Deep Purple backed by their 
killer band of Andrew Richardson (drums), Matt 
Fitzpatrick (bass), Aslan Rowlands (guitar), and 
Duncan Haynes (keys). 
Delivered with the energy of a rugby pitch and the 
comfort of your favourite dressing gown, Girls Rock 
the Boys reimagines classic rock by men through 
the powerhouse vocals of women. 
“After winding down both the Julie Lamb Outfit 
and the Shicka Chickas, I found myself missing 
the camaraderie of singing with women,” Lamb 
says. “One night, a mate asked, ‘Why don’t you 
sing rock anymore?’ That question stuck. I woke 
up with Quiet Riot in my head and thought: what if 
we had powerhouse women vocalists, like a mini 
rock choir, backed by a tight, punchy band? That 
was the spark. I’ve always loved singing male rock 
vocalists – maybe because they were my early 
influences, or maybe just because I fancied them. 
Either way, this show is about reclaiming that 
sound with joy, power, and a whole lot of harmony.”
Singing the songs they grew up on, screamed in 
cars, and secretly dreamed of singing on stage, 
Hale-Durham, Sullivan, and Lamb intend to “keep 
the energy high and the crowd on their feet, but 
also to honour the emotional punch”. 
“This is a celebration of the music that shaped us, 
reimagined with this twist,” Lamb beams. “I want 
people to feel the joy we have on stage, the guts 
and glory of those iconic riffs”.

welcome to Homewood storeroom
A family owned and operated café and restaurant 
located 15 minutes South of Riversdale Beach. 

2730 Homewood Road RD 12, Masterton
alex@homewoodstoreroom.nz I 021 233 2826

www.homewoodstoreroom.nz

Wednesday 4 March

Wednesday 18 February
Monday 23 February

Friday 6 March

https://www.acornstairlifts.co.nz
https://www.homewoodstoreroom.nz
https://www.links-ltd.co.nz
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A snapshot in time 
by Madelaine Empson

A little dream by Alessia Belsito-Riera

It’s official: my emails 
are filled with holiday 
wishes. Each and every 
time I read ‘Merry 
Christmas’, I feel a 
funny jolt in my tummy. 
I express as much, 
and the sender and I 
launch into a shocked 
tirade about how it 
can’t possibly be that 
time of year… again. 
What, is time speeding 

up? 
Turns out, yes, it is. At least in our minds. Our 
experience of time is flexible and subjective, but 
one of the reasons we feel it’s going faster as we 
get older is that we have fewer new experiences. 
And so, forget mindfulness – writing Regional News 
is the ultimate cheat code. 
Wait, don’t actually forget mindfulness! It’s a key 
factor in being present and not living in our pasts 
or our futures too often. This helps time slow down 
too, and is part of why I love putting together this 
year in review section. It helps me reflect on the 
year that’s been, and this one was filled with more 
new experiences than you can shake a candy cane 
at. 
The volume of vibrant, world-class shows 
Wellington put on in 2025 was astonishing. I got to 
see a lot of them, with Trick of the Light Theatre’s 
The Griegol standing out for its gut-wrenchingly 
gorgeous exploration of grief, and Mamma Mia! 
bringing a riotously joyful, sun-soaked Greek island 
to windy Welly, gifting the audience a complete and 
total escape in the process. Move over, Broadway: 
G&T Productions and Capital Theatre Trust are in 
the house. NZ International Comedy Festival w. 
Best Foods Mayo, New Zealand Fringe Festival, 
Kia Mau Festival, and TAHI: New Zealand Festival 
of Solo Performance all popped off too, spreading 
spirit and sparkle across our coolest little capital. 
Another hugely rewarding aspect of my role as 
editor is working with all the reviewers who see 
these shows too. I’m thrilled to say we printed 
exactly 100 local event reviews this year (how 
satisfying is that) (although tallying them up was 
less so) (my hands are very inky). When you add 
the books we’ve reviewed to the big 100, many 
of which were written by New Zealand authors 
and poets, we’re sitting at a grand total of… and 
you’re not going to believe this beaut of a number… 
drumroll please… 123 reviews! 
From rock to classical concerts, full-scale musicals 
to intimate solo shows, poetry anthologies to 
musings on space and the law at large, I’ve loved 
reading the thoughts of our talented team of 
columnists and reviewers and invite you to do 
the same on the following pages. I hope that, as 
editor of Regional News, I’ve helped to shape the 
eloquent expressions of all of our contributing 
writers in some small way. 
Writing the music news section means I get to chat 
to local, national, and international artists who 
are performing in Te Whanganui-a-Tara. I pinched 
myself about interviewing Bad to the Bone belter 
George Thorogood and Pixies founding member 
and guitarist Joey Santiago. I had Africa stuck 
in my head for days before (and after) talking 
to Joseph Williams of Toto (and again now, let’s 
be honest). Full of squirmy, wormy nerves and 
excitement, I’d settled into the Zoom videocall 
with Joe at home when in trotted Luna. Like many 
cats, Luna absolutely loves to put her butthole 
front and centre of any camera. So, she jumped 
straight on my lap, made direct eye contact with 
me, and started angling her bottom towards the 
screen. I could tell she was going in for the kill, so I 
squashed her down in a panic and alerted Joe.
A long, surprised pause before Joe’s eyes lit up. 
“My cat’s here, too!” he grinned, unblurring his 
background. And there she was, sitting right in the 
thick of the action: a little tuxedo cat named JoJo.  
More – um, new experiences came in the shape 
of islands. I was lucky enough to explore an off-
grid, solar-powered paradise with my partner Dan 
for our travel magazine Destinationz, and our time 
on Great Barrier Island felt like it stretched on and 
on. Past the amber-soaked horizon at sunrise, 
climbing taller than the blazing sun at midday, and 
plummeting deeper than the ocean on the beach 
at night when we saw bioluminescence – stars on 
the ground mirroring those in the sky. Time stood 
completely still in that moment and we froze to 
meet it there, breathing heavy, hardly daring to 
move lest the miracle recede with the next wave.
As the year draws to a close, if there was one thing 
I could truly slow time down for, it would be the 
moments I still have left in the office with Alessia. 
I’ve put off writing this piece because I knew it 
might make me cry harder than her farewell below! 
She’s setting sail (literally) for sunnier skies and 
moving back home to Catalina Island in California. 
From the gal who wandered into my office in 2021 
with a CV and a dream, to our senior journalist 
whose words dance across every page of the paper 
you’re holding, I have no doubt she’ll touch the 
lives of everyone she meets in this next chapter 
just as she has touched ours. Non è un addio, ma 
un arrivederci.

In 2021 I waltzed 
(ok, tip-toed) into the 
Regional News office 
with a CV and a dream. 
“Hello, I was wondering 
if you had any job 
openings,” I said in 
what I thought was my 
big-girl voice but was 
more likely the nervous 
babble of someone 
shaking in their boots. 
Editor Maddi said they 

didn’t have any full-time roles available but kindly 
offered me the opportunity to write book reviews. 
Free books? Absolutely! That was a huge win to an 
English major. 
Book reviews became show reviews, which led to 
some contract writing for Destinationz magazine 
and a couple interviews for the Chefs of Wellington 
series in Regional News. Lo and behold, when 
October of 2022 rolled around, the email I had 
dreamed of receiving was sitting in my inbox: 
journalist position Regional News. 
Bright-eyed and bushy-tailed, I sat down in my 
corner of the office on the 16th of January 2023, 
and here I still am, almost three years later having 
travelled the world through words, the country for 
experience trips, and Wellington to attend every 
kind of event imaginable. How wonderful that I get 
to call this my job! 
In 2025 alone I have seen films that have altered 
my brain chemistry – like Gloria! and Flow – and 
attended both local and touring shows like Mamma 
Mia! and Dracula’s that have reminded me of 
what a creatively cosmopolitan place Pōneke is. 
We have world-class productions happening just a 
couple of doors down from what may be the very 
first show for the next generation of creatives. How 
wonderfully diverse and dichotomous our cool little 
capital is. 
From big recurring events and festivals like 
CubaDupa, New Zealand Fringe Festival, NZ 
Comedy Festival w. Best Foods Mayo, Wellington 
Jazz Festival, Visa Wellington On a Plate, and more 
to Pōneke-specific shows, gigs, and concerts at our 
fantastic event centres dotted throughout the city, 
our cultural and social calendar is quite literally 
chocka on any given day of the year. We may take 
this as a given as Wellingtonians, but other people 
in other countries don’t have the luxury of ambling 
down the road to see what’s popping in town. 
Wellington is pretty special in that regard – even 
when you have to walk sideways down the road to 
cut through the wind.  
Some of my more creative outlets at Regional 
News come in the form of the gallery news 
page and interviews. This year, I have covered 
emerging and established, local and visiting artists 
across the seemingly endless galleries scattered 
throughout the region. As for interviews, I have 
chatted with comedians Josh Wolf, Randy Feltface, 
Chris Parker, Heath Franklin, and Ben Elton; 
magician Anthony Street; artists Debbie Fish, Emily 
Hartley-Skudder, and Dinah Priestley; and, as part 
of my personal passion project Wellington Silver 
Screeners, filmmakers David Stubbs (Secrets 
at Red Rocks), Verity Mackintosh (Kōka), Jason 
Stutter (Warren’s Vortex), DocEdge participants 
Emma Duncan and Ashlee Stevens, Matthew 
Mawkes (Blind Panic), animators Charlie Faulks 
(Bloke of the Apocalypse) and Ross Payne, and the 
legendary Vincent Ward (What Dreams May Come). 
It’s been a big year to say the least! 
Oh! And I also get to travel somewhere in Aotearoa 
once or twice a year as part of Destinationz 
magazine. In October, my fiancé Jas and I went to 
the wild and wondrous West Coast, where we went 
quad biking, panned for gold, carved greenstone, 
met native critters, and frolicked on the incredible 
Franz Josef Glacier. It was nothing short of pure 
magic. 
A few years ago, I dreamed of being where I am 
now: at a job that brings me joy, in a city that I love, 
with people to share it with. I have it all: beautiful 
mates I see every week, a wonderful partner 
who has asked me to marry him, a little heritage 
home in the heart of Wellington, and a job here 
at Regional News that has me attending shows, 
movies, exhibitions, concerts, and anything else 
Wellingtonians dream up. I know little Alessia 
would be staring starry-eyed at the person I am 
now. 
And yet, the funny thing about success is that we 
don’t often realise we have achieved it because we 
keep moving the bar. In 2026, I will be letting go of 
the life I dreamed of for so long for a new one in my 
hometown on Catalina Island in California where 
my much-missed mum and family live. Give the 
Avalon a Google, it’s a beautiful place to be!
I don’t know exactly what the future holds, but I do 
know that when I look back on the past I will smile 
and tear up as I am now. This office has become a 
home of sorts here in Aotearoa, and these people 
I see almost every day have become like family. 
I know that I will miss this chapter of my life, but 
that the memories will fill me with the same fuzzy 
feeling I felt on the first day I walked through these 
glass doors. 
Thank you, Maddi and Frances, for giving that 
23-year-old girl with lofty plans a shot, and for 
teaching me to be as passionate about my work as 
you are. 
Thank you, Regional News, for letting me live this 
little dream of mine. 
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The year in review 
A year of extraordinary 
by Tamsin Evans

Creative collision in Wellington 
by Ruth Corkill

Rock royalty to Cowboy Junkie 
legends! by Graeme King

An incubator for talent 
by Stanford Reynolds 

In 2025, the New 
Zealand Symphony 
Orchestra (NZSO) 
has given more 
than 12 concerts in 
Wellington (those are 
ones I attended; there 
were more), played 
at least 40 pieces 
of music, supported 
dozens of guest 
soloists, conductors, 
and singers, and 

entertained thousands and thousands of us. 
This is my very rough estimate of what went on in 
Wellington. We can multiply it three or four times to 
include other major and regional centres the NZSO 
visits every year.
We can only guess at what else it takes to keep 
this amazing gig going. Unaccountable hours of 
practice and rehearsal by musicians. Uncounted 
extra hours of back-office work by a small team. 
Unguessable amounts of volunteer time.
In a year of extraordinary, thought-provoking, 
world-class quality and variety it’s hard to pick 
favourites*, but here are a few of my notes from 
2025.
Pictures at an Exhibition: ‘This is an exhibition you 
would want to experience.’
Legends: Mozart & Beethoven: ‘His Bach was as 
beautiful as we would expect.’
NYO Adventure: ‘We could hear the light, dancing 
through the form of the glacier.’
Mana Moana: ‘The sounds of the Pacific were 
front and centre… Western culture claimed the 
term ‘classical’ for its music and musicians, but 
the NZSO showed us how they can flex those 
boundaries.’
Stabat Mater: ‘Fittingly, the commission was 
funded by a consortium of female patrons, and 
honours for the evening went to a trio of women – 
composer, conductor, and choir director.’
Four Seasons: ‘The Autumn Adagio, just cello and 
harpsichord, was that beautiful simplicity that 
leaves you barely breathing.’
*My favourite composition: From the Depths Sound 
the Great Sea Gongs: Part 1 – The Invocation of 
the Sea by Gareth Farr.

2025 was a diverse 
field of vivid and 
visceral rediscovery.
Fringe was an 
electrifying festival; 
works across the city 
fused radical concepts 
with technical prowess, 
confidently guiding 
audiences through 
the surreal and the 
sublime. Antonio! 
blended punk with 

Shakespeare in a riot of rebellious energy, while 
For You to Know and Me to Find Out fused dance, 
comedy, and sound design into a masterclass 
of expressive movement and structure. The 
unbearably wholesome and masterfully clever 
clown show Transhumance captivated through 
expert timing and audience rapport, and the 
queer regency farce HAUSDOWN balanced riotous 
comedy with meticulous costume and set design. 
These productions challenged conventions to 
create immersive, cohesive, and deeply human 
experiences, proving that the most daring art can 
also be the most assured.
But the real driving force of my year was 
Shostakovich, a composer I hero-worshipped as 
a teenager, and whose work I continue to find 
deliciously complex and powerful. 2025 marked 50 
years since his death, and Wellington’s orchestral 
scene rose to the occasion with depth and daring. 
Orchestra Wellington dedicated its season, The 
Dictator’s Shadow, to his turbulent life with bold, 
visceral interpretations: from his audacious First 
Symphony in Prodigy to the grotesque brilliance 
of Lady Macbeth of Mtsensk. The season saw 
many exceptional soloists, including cellist Lev 
Sivkov’s intensely expressive and highly dynamic 
performance in Party Faithful.
There were also wonderful offerings in chamber 
music. The New Zealand String Quartet gave a four-
part collaborative chamber music concert series 
called Shostakovich: UNPACKED at the intimate 
Prefab Hall. It was a rare pleasure to see different 
combinations of artists at close quarters where the 
minutiae of their techniques could be appreciated.
I can’t wait to see what our dynamic creative scene 
offers us next year.

In April we had Toto 
at the TSB Arena on 
The Dogz of Oz Tour. 
Playing all their hits, 
including Rosanna, 
99, Pamela, Georgy 
Porgy, Hold the Line, 
and crowd-favourite 
Africa, the two-hour-
long show ended on a 
euphoric high. Guest 
artist Christopher 
Cross opened the 

evening and performed his best-known hits, 
including Sailing, Arthur’s Theme (Best That You 
Can Do), Think of Laura, and All Right, climaxing 
with smash-hit Ride Like the Wind. This was rock 
royalty at its best.
As part of the Wellington Jazz Festival in October, 
at Meow Nui we had the inaugural performance 
of the 17-piece Aotearoa Jazz Orchestra (AoJO), a 
vision of local jazz legend Rodger Fox. Performing 
the Duke Ellington interpretation of The 
Nutcracker Suite, and also premiering The Fox (a 
tribute to Rodger), the orchestra showcased their 
depth of talent. Rodger would have been proud.
Gregory Porter was one of the headlining acts for 
the Jazz Festival. Strikingly tall and dressed in 
a white suit, Porter’s presence at the St James 
Theatre was formidable. All his hits followed: If 
Love Is Overrated, Mister Holland, Take Me To 
The Alley, Musical Genocide, No Love Dying, and 
It’s Probably Me. Hey Laura, featuring solos by 
all band members, was the perfect song to finish 
this vocal and musical masterclass. 
In November, Cowboy Junkies played at The 
Opera House. Billed as a 40-year celebration, 
20 songs were chosen from their vast catalogue, 
including Misguided Angel, What I Lost, A 
Common Disaster, Forgive Me, The Things We Do 
to Each Other, Sweet Jane, Powderfinger, Shining 
Moon, and Blue Moon Revisited (Song For 
Elvis). Encores, Waylon Jennings’ Dreaming My 
Dreams With You and Patsy Cline’s Walkin’ After 
Midnight, finished the night to ecstatic applause. 
Legendary status intact.

Looking back on 
Wellington’s 2025 
theatre landscape, 
I’m struck by how 
much possibility sat 
alongside change. 
The year began in 
the familiar whirlwind 
of the New Zealand 
Fringe Festival, 
where Abridged-erton 
reminded me how 
polished something 

can be when unscripted and improvised, while 
House of Ick carved itself into my memory with its 
fearless, gloriously weird inventiveness. Fringe felt 
like a promise, that Wellington artists will always 
find new ways to surprise us.
This was the year when conversations about 
generative AI swirled through every creative sector. 
Yet the more I thought about it, the more optimistic 
I became. If anything, theatre may become a 
refuge for those seeking the unrepeatable, as live 
performance is made of real people in real places, 
creating real connection. Theatre doesn’t need to 
compete with machines, it simply needs to keep 
being what it already is.
Of course, not all change has been easy. The 
closure of Te Auaha is a genuine loss. I’ve 
performed and directed there myself, and it will 
become more difficult for new artists without that 
incubator for emerging talent. But then a piece like 
Out the Gate, staged in the Massey University Tea 
Gardens, comes along to remind me how adaptive 
this city can be. Clever lighting, thoughtful sound, 
and brave staging proved that less conventional 
theatre spaces can still hold magic.
And amid all this reinvention, I found joy in 
revisiting classics. Private Lives and The Great 
Gatsby, both with source material now free of 
copyright constraints, were revitalised with fresh 
energy. As more works drift into the public domain, 
I’m excited to see how artists will reshape them.
2025 taught me that Wellington theatre is resilient, 
curious, and endlessly evolving. I can’t wait to see 
where it leads next.



Wellington theatre 
again offered up a 
gloriously rich and 
diverse cornucopia of 
productions this year. 
They did everything 
from provoke questions 
for days after, make 
me head to Google 
to find out more, 
engender belly laughs, 
inspire awe, and 
squeeze out the odd 
tear. Sometimes all in 

the same show.
In community theatre, we have the Antoinettes: 
annual best-of awards for all the productions 
entered into the year’s competition. Antoinettes-
style, here are my top picks from the shows I’ve 
reviewed this year. Drum roll, please…
The Best Comedy Award goes to Barnie Duncan: 
Ooky Pooky for its charmingly and painfully human 
story and irrepressible weirdness. Barnie always 
does something fresh and never fails to deliver a 
heartwarming combo of personality and quirk.
The Best Musical Award hands down goes to Kauri 
Theatre Company’s The Toxic Avenger. A top-notch 
cast, excellent musicians, brilliantly funny songs, 
delightfully silly story, clever direction, amazing 
makeup, and a fabulous set. 
The Best Drama Award is a hard one to pick. 
This prize goes to ration the Queen’s veges as 
it’s ostensibly about a serious subject (political 
activism). However, it’s also very funny and 
that’s the beauty of the best theatre – it defies 
classification.
The Best Technical Award goes to Jackson Burling’s 
Over and Out. As well as being a brilliantly written 
and performed piece by a very talented young 
creative, the tech was spectacularly designed and 
well performed, adding huge value to an already 
stellar solo show.
The Best Overall Production Award is always a 
tough one to choose from the ‘Best’ shows, but 
for overall entertainment value, interestingness, 
and thought provocation, the winner is… ration the 
Queen’s veges! Bravo, team!

My fourth year of 
reviewing has offered 
further revelations 
about poetry – this 
literary chameleon as 
I’ve come to see it. I’ve 
had to remind myself 
of its wide definition: 
“literary work in which 
the expression of 
feelings and ideas is 
given intensity by the 
use of distinctive style 

and rhythm”. Under such an umbrella sits poetic 
content and expression ranging from the everyday 
to the esoteric and everything in between. 
First mention goes to Now and Then: Poems About 
Generations. It’s an anthology with generations 
as its theme and consists of contributions from 
92 writers from varying cultural and language 
backgrounds. Can’t get more eclectic than that!
Next up is Black Sugarcane by Nafanua Purcell 
Kersel, who celebrates her Samoan heritage by 
juxtaposing throughout the dark and the sweet of 
the title: black sugarcane is in fact a remedy for 
centipede stings. Now we have the expression of 
feelings given intensity by sustained metaphor!
Hope Floats by Rebekah Burgess struck me with 
its sincerity and welcome lack of intellectualising 
feelings and experiences. The collection also 
exemplifies the inclusion of prose style poetry as its 
centrepiece: it expresses the writer’s thankfulness 
for the simplicity and joys of rural life.
The one book I reviewed was a standout. It’s 
Secret Art Powers by Jo Randerson. I described it 
as groundbreaking and I meant it. “Art is a way of 
being,” asserts Randerson, and in 270 pages, they 
explore and expand on that. Six so-called powers 
are described and their usefulness explained. 
The book is subtitled: How creative thinking can 
achieve radical change, and it represents a giant 
step in that direction.

2025 proved to be a 
very busy one again 
in the law with no 
shortage of people 
having disputes with 
their employers or 
employees, health 
providers, builders and 
clients, neighbours 
over retaining walls 
and fences, and with 
their children’s or 
their own education 

providers. It is great to be involved in providing 
information to readers to help them understand 
the various legal issues and I look forward to 
continuing with my Advice from Alan column in 
2026.
The year has also been very busy with the 
various charities and not-for-profits I volunteer 
with including Lions Clubs at a local community 
and national level, the Australia New Zealand 
Education Law Association, and Camp Quality 
for children living with cancer. It is great to see 
the smiles on the kids’ faces as they climb out 
of a jetboat, classic car, or digger having had the 
time of their lives. I cannot do anything about the 
quantity of life for these kids, but I make sure 
to do something about the quality of their lives. 
We will be in New Plymouth in January for the 
next camp so there is lots to do with fundraising 
(we rely on donations and grants and get no 
government funding), organising all the food, 
liaising with local media for some publicity, and 
planning the daily newspaper so people can see 
what the kids have been up to. If you can offer 
any support, then please be in touch  
(alan@campquality.org.nz).
I look forward to 2026 with hope that progress 
on the big issues will be made both here in New 
Zealand and in the rest of the world. Take care 
everyone, enjoy your time with family and friends 
and travel safe.

We are approaching 
the end of the year. 
For our ancestors, this 
was the completion 
of a cosmic cycle of 
seasonal events. The 
Earth experiences the 
same seasons in the 
same part of its orbit. 
Consequently, every 
season, every month 
of the year has its 
own pageant of rising 

stars. Now, our ancestors didn’t know anything 
about the Earth going around the Sun. But what 
they did realise is that when certain stars rose, 
they signalled a change in the environment. This 
led to the belief that the stars were controlling our 
destiny. After all, if stars controlled mighty events 
such as the flooding of the Nile, they must control 
everything – including you and me.
The Earth (and you) is travelling at 30 kilometres 
per second around the Sun. It takes 365.256 days 
to complete one orbit around the Sun. Thus, each 
year, you travel 940 million kilometres… and you 
thought Australia was a long way away!
In addition to the Earth’s motion around the Sun, 
the Sun is orbiting through and around the Milky 
Way. The Sun’s distance from Galactic Centre is 
26,673 light-years and its orbital motion through 
space is 230 kilometres per second. We complete 
one orbit around Galactic Centre every 225 million 
years. The last time we were at our current point in 
the Sun’s orbit was during the Triassic Period when 
the very first dinosaurs appeared.
There is something else… Our galaxy and all the 
other nearby galaxies are all being rapidly drawn 
towards an object or structure known as ‘The Great 
Attractor’. We don’t know what it is because it is 
located out of view on the other side of the Milky 
Way.
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And the award goes to… 
by Tanya Piejus

Further confessions of a poetry 
reviewer by Margaret Austin

The legal issues at play 
by Alan Knowsley, consultant, Rainey Collins Lawyers

Our place in space and time 
by Richard Hall, astronomical communicator
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All things property
Get started

As the weather becomes more stable and the sun 
stays in the sky longer, summer is the best time to 
consider all things property related. Whether you’re 
looking to buy a house or build one from scratch, 
renovate and remodel your abode or simply fix and 
upgrade the essentials, do it when the days are 
fine and stretch on into the evening. 
For any kind of construction or outdoor 
maintenance, starting in the summer is an 
obvious choice for many reasons – namely 
nicer working conditions. While it’s not raining, 
hailing, or freezing, get stuck in to all the big jobs 
that take the most time. If you’re building an 
extension, laying foundations, landscaping the 
garden, painting the walls, installing the roof, or 
tackling any other project you have in mind, opt 
to do it when you have more time in the day and 
less of a chance to see it hindered by inclement 
weather. You may as well get any inside jobs done 
and dusted too, like servicing your home and 
cyber security and organising any required tech 
maintenance. 
If you’re buying and selling, property looks best 
under blue skies. See or sell a home when the sun 
is streaming through the windows or the tree is 
shading the porch. For buyers, it’s also easier to do 
a full sweep of the outside of the house and check 
in every nook and cranny.
Summer is the best time for all things property. 
What are you waiting for?

0800 115 229 | support@techman.nz
www.ithd.nz | www.techman.nz

Managed IT services are no longer just for businesses!
Whether you have a complex technology set up or a 
single computer at home, the IT Helpdesk powered by 
TechMan can help you better manage your devices.

Wellington to Levin & Surrounding Areas

25+  
Y E A R S

Kapiti Landlords — 
We’ve Got You Covered!

National award-winning service

  Contact us today – 04 904 4444
watsonintegrity.co.nz

  Full property management service

  Transparent all inclusive fees

  Local knowledge 

  Based right here in Kapiti

Builder

Window film

Property management

Real estate – Wellington

Tech support

Real estate marketing

• NEW BUILDS
• RENOVATIONS 
• KITCHENS
• BATHROOMS 
• WINDOWS & 

ROOFS
• LANDSCAPING 

www.kellahanbuilders.co.nz  

ryan@kellahanbuilders.co.nz   

022 109 8566

Innovation is at the core of Kellahan Builders. A 
family-owned and operated Wellington business 
started by Ryan Kellahan in 2014, the construction 
company is well equipped to handle any project 
you have in mind. From new builds to renovations, 
extensions to remodels, landscaping to design and 
installation, there’s nothing the passionate, friendly, 
and knowledgeable team can’t bring to life. 
Kellahan Builders strive to deliver high-calibre 
workmanship that reflects the client. With several 
Master Builder House of the Year gold awards and a 
reputation for excellence, they can take your project 
from concept to completion, delivering a result that 
exceeds expectations.

“I wish we’d done it sooner, we’re so thrilled”. 
That’s our number one response from installing 
film to homeowners’ windows. Our films work at 
the heat source, not after it’s already entered your 
home, allowing the sun’s warmth in without the 
intensity. We specialise in top-of-the-range films 
that won’t darken your windows while providing 
great service with manufacturer warranties. 
Get your life back, increase your comfort and 
privacy, and protect your contents from fading. 
Reduce your monthly costs by having the HPWF 
team install film to your glass. Contact us for a free 
consultation and quote in Wellington, Hutt Valley, 
Kapiti, and Southern Wairarapa.

With a proven track record and decades of 
experience, Watson Integrity delivers exceptional 
property management that protects your 
investment, keeps tenants happy, and saves you 
time and stress. Trusted across the lower North 
Island from Kapiti through to Whanganui, they have 
built a reputation for reliability and honesty. 
Their smart technology, including 360-degree 
photo and video inspections at the start and end of 
every tenancy, provides clear evidence to safeguard 
your property and provides landlords extra peace of 
mind. Whether you need rental market advice or a 
free appraisal, visit watsonrealestate.nz

A second-generation real estate agent with over 30 
years of experience, Stuart Gray of Ray White has 
a passion for his work and for Wellington. He has 
in-depth knowledge of the capital’s market, plus an 
extensive network of connections and a portfolio 
featuring properties of all shapes and sizes. 
Honest, straightforward, and ever-positive, Stuart 
takes a creative approach to real estate that 
focuses on marketing and negotiation. He makes 
the process fun and stress-free, ensuring you get 
the outcome you wanted whether you’re buying 
or selling. With a proven track record across 
Wellington, get in touch to make your vision a 
reality. 

Whether you use the computer only when you have 
to or you’re the proud owner of a complex tech set-
up, IT Helpdesk powered by TechMan can help you 
manage all your devices.
IT Helpdesk provides Kiwis from Wellington to Levin 
and beyond with a proactive suite of solutions to 
help keep home tech systems secure and running 
smoothly. For a flat monthly fee, you’ll receive 
a comprehensive service that includes keeping 
you connected and protected, regular device 
maintenance, anti-virus software, and proactive 
monitoring. IT Helpdesk ensures your devices are 
safe, long lasting, and work perfectly when you 
need them most. 

In any real estate market, it’s paramount to 
make your listing stand out from the rest. 
Amanda Williamson, the owner and director of 
PropertyWise, can help you present your home 
in its best light with a comprehensive range of 
marketing services. 
An experienced real estate investor and 
photographer, Amanda can help owners and 
agents maximise a sale price. From consulting on 
presentation to minor and major renovation project 
management, photography and videography to 
floor plans and 3D walkthroughs, plus marketing, 
the Hutt Valley local tailors her wraparound 
services to whatever you may need.

Personal
Professional
Care

Phone me now!
Stuart Gray
AREINZ – Dip. Bus. Studies Real Estate

Call 027 444 0377
04 803 3377
stugray@obay.org.nz

Ray White Leaders 
Wellington City 
Licensed REAA 2008

Level 1,  77 Thorndon Quay, Wellington

Professional Real Estate Marketing
Helping you to present your home in its best light to 
maximise your sale price.

Property Photography  |  Twilight Photography
Aerial Photography  |  Videography  |  Floor Plans  
3D Walkthroughs
027 313 0351  |  admin@propertywise.co.nz 
www.propertywise.co.nz

Back to contents

http://www.watsonrealestate.nz/
https://www.kellahanbuilders.co.nz
https://www.hpwf.co.nz
https://www.watsonintegrity.co.nz
https://www.ithd.nz
https://www.propertywise.co.nz
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Finance and investment
Saving for someday

Financial independence is one of the key factors in 
living a fulfilling life. Whether you’ve been saving 
for years, have just begun, or you don’t know where 
to start, getting your finances in order is the first 
step to building your dream life. Aside from slowly 
saving your pennies, there are plenty of actions you 
can take to get a leg up. 
Start your journey towards financial freedom by 
paying off debts. Once you’re debt-free, every 
dollar saved can be put towards your future rather 
than your past. A financial advisor can help guide 
you, creating a plan to pay off debts and outline 
the best ways to allocate your earnings. They’ll also 
help you set goals, save money for unexpected 
expenses, and learn to invest wisely. 
Investing comes in many forms, and a diverse 
portfolio is the best way to maximise your income. 
Property, whether that’s your own home or a 
rental unit, is a secure investment that helps 
build long-term wealth. Your home is your biggest 
asset – rather than paying rent, you can pay off 
a mortgage. On the other hand, an investment 
property like a rental unit can generate passive 
income and a secondary steady cash flow. 
Other investment opportunities include stocks, 
bonds, mutual funds, precious metals, and term 
deposits. There are plenty of options that are easy 
to understand and simple to use.
Financial planning can start at any age. Start 
learning now to set yourself up for later.

• It costs more to do nothing, than it does to do something.
• Live without regret, now and in your future.
• A small act is better than no action.
• Act now before it’s too late.

Personalised advice and strategic planning to help you protect assets, grow wealth, and plan for the future.

Empowering Small Businesses and Individuals to Succeed:
We provide tailored financial advice designed to help you protect your income, grow your wealth, 
and build a secure financial future. We proudly work with a wide range of clients across New Zealand, 
including: Sole Traders, Start-ups, IT Contractors, Self-Employed Professionals, Tradespeople, Health 
Care Workers, Doctors, Dentists, Nurses, and Business Partnerships. Whether you’re building a business, 
managing multiple income streams, or preparing for retirement, our goal is to help you stay on track and 
make informed financial decisions—every step of the way.

Call 04 939 6748 or email 
admin@successionfirst.co.nz 
to secure your free booklet!

Tailored Financial Plans to Secure Your Future

Your Financial Security

Make sensible choices with money!

Director & Financial Adviser specialises in Risk Management and Investments

Robbie Schneider

Level 1, 3 Britannia Street, Petone | 04 939 6748 | admin@successionfirst.co.nz

&6.95%MANAGEMENT FEES*

PRICE free ze
+ GST

MONIQUE O’MELEY 
monique@ckandcopm.nz
029 773 1161  |  ckandcopm.nz

+ GST

Donna Marks 
MORTGAGE ADVISER

027 330 6623 
donna@mx.co.nz

donnamortgageadviser.co.nz

Need Mortgage Advice?
Talk to Donna Marks.
Buying your first home, upgrading, downsizing
or considering an investment property?

Call me today, to find out how I can help you.

“Working for you, “Working for you, 
            to help you get the advice you need,             to help you get the advice you need, 

to achieve your goals ”to achieve your goals ”

Donna Marks 
MORTGAGE ADVISER

027 330 6623 
donna@mx.co.nz

donnamortgageadviser.co.nz

Need Mortgage Advice?
Talk to Donna Marks.
Buying your first home, upgrading, downsizing
or considering an investment property?

Call me today, to find out how I can help you.

“Working for you, “Working for you, 
            to help you get the advice you need,             to help you get the advice you need, 

to achieve your goals ”to achieve your goals ”

Need Mortgage Advice?
Talk to Donna Marks.
Buying your first home, upgrading, 
downsizing or considering an 
investment property? Call me today, 
to find out how I can help you.

Donna Marks Mortgage Adviser

027 330 6623 donna@mx.co.nz

“Working for you, to help you 
get the advice you need, to 
achieve your goals”

Back to contents

https://www.donnamortgageadviser.co.nz
https://www.ckandcopm.nz
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Gallery news
by Alessia Belsito-Riera

Stitching stories

Tīpurepure ‘Au Vaine is a tīvaivai (quilt) collective 
that has gathered every Thursday in Porirua since 
2019. Rooted in a proud lineage of Cook Islands 
va’inetini (women’s groups) and au va’ine (women’s 
guilds), they come together to sustain, celebrate, 
and evolve the artform of tīvaivai and the social 
practice accompanying it. Through making, they 
nurture language, kinship, and culture, creating a 
space for Cook Islands identity to thrive in Aotearoa.
The collective, alongside member and curator 
Tehani Buchanan-Whaipooti, present Tīpurepure 
‘Au Vaine at Pātaka Art + Museum from the 7th of 
December until the 8th of March. The exhibition 
will transform the gallery into a living, breathing 
space where communal making collides with a 
rotating display of new works and tīvaivai selected 
from public collections. With the goal to reconnect 
makers with historical patterns, techniques, and 
the stories stitched into every piece, Buchanan-
Whaipooti says that Tīpurepure ‘Au Vaine “gives 
a feeling of being enveloped by the natural 
environment of the islands”. 
“Tīvaivai is a practice that has evolved from quilting 
brought over to the Cook Islands and across the 
Pacific by the wives of early European missionaries. 
Despite the colonial influences, the style and 
process of making tīvaivai is distinctly Cook Islands. 
Our mamas were and are creative and innovative, 
creating forms and colour palettes reminiscent of 
our island home,” Buchanan-Whaipooti says. “As 
an artform, tīvaivai has replaced tapa (barkcloth), 
the function and nature of tapa production now 
transferred to tīvaivai. So you could also say that 
tīvaivai has roots in our traditional tapa making. It 
is my hope that through my current work for this 
exhibition – a kuru (breadfruit) pattern embroidered 
onto tapa – our people remember and are inspired 
to revitalise tapa making as well.”
The communal making aspect of the exhibition was 
inspired when Buchanan-Whaipooti’s “tuakana and 
co-curator Ioana Gordon-Smith came up with the 
idea to include a making table in the exhibition, so 
our group has the opportunity to sew together in the 
gallery. The process of tīvaivai is never an isolated 
event. Rather, the act of making is done within 
the collective. Both the process of making and the 
tīvaivai itself are equally important to the cultural 
practice of tīvaivai so it makes sense that we would 
include communal making and engagement with 
our community as part of the exhibition. 
While formal curatorial work is new to the artist, 
she says she has always ‘curated,’ particularly 
in her home. “I love discovering the stories and 
whakapapa of a piece of art or object, and how the 
mauri (life essence) of each piece can enhance 
and breathe life into a space. Curation allows me 
to create and hold space for works and stories 
that are important to me and in turn, our collective 
consciousness. Bringing together a collection of 
tīvaivai was a natural starting point stemming 
from my time learning tīvaivai with the mamas 
of Tīpurepure ‘Au Vaine and a desire to see our 
traditional artforms elevated and celebrated as 
exactly that... art.”

Moara’ora’o (Peacock) by Te Tua o Te Rai Akaiti 
Samuel. Photo courtesy of Cheska Brown and Enjoy 

Contemporary Art Space.

Creative cauldron

In the early 2000s, Wellington churned with 
collaborative creativity, sparking a music scene 
overflowing with Pasifika-infused dub reggae. From 
this cauldron, Fat Freddy’s Drop boiled over and their 
first album, Based on a True Story, was born. 
Capturing this intoxicating time in Wellington’s music 
scene, Based on a True Story is now the cause of 
celebration at Te Waka Huia Wellington Museum, 
which honours the band, the album, and the era 
with Based On A True Story: The 20th Anniversary 
Exhibition until the 8th of March. 
“The Freddys were also in other bands, such as 
Trinity Roots, Blackseeds, Bongmaster, EBB. And 
that’s the key, it was a collaborative, creative scene”, 
curator Ian Wards says. “I want people to feel like 
they were stepping into the album”. 
A colourful convergence of the music, art, and 
people that make up the band and the album, the 
exhibition features the Akai MPC 2000 and original 
instruments, Otis Frizzell’s fish ‘n’ chip menu boards 
from Wandering Eye, Joe ‘Hopepa’ Lindsay’s yellow 
tracksuit, music videos, touring footage, awards, and 
more.
Fat Freddy’s Drop have been integral creative 
partners to the look and feel, with current 
saxophonist Chopper Reeds (Scott Towers) saying 
the exhibition “shows what is important to us: food, 
whānau, and our links to the city and the coast that 
surrounds it. It really feels like a high five to the 
Wellington music scene and the city as a whole”. 
Based on a True Story is a tale of Wellington, the 
people, the place, and its creative soul, but it’s also 
a story of Aotearoa and our music. “Cool things 
come from Wellington, and cool things still happen 
in Wellington! We want visitors to leave the exhibition 
with smiles on their faces”, Wards says. “This is a 
beautiful city, full of talented people”.

The artist abroad

Pushkar, India by Beeb Vennix.
In the 1800s, it was customary for the English 
aristocracy to embark on a Grand Tour around 
the European continent, visiting historic sites 
along the way, particularly along the French 
and Italian coasts. Either they themselves or 
accompanying artists would record the trip 
through painting, sketching, and writing. Now, 
with millions of tourists sweeping through Europe 
every summer, the Grand Tour is more accessible 
than ever before and sees vacationers recording 
their trip not with a quill pen and paper but with 
their cameras and phones. 
Yet, some still prefer the slow and intentional 
practice of documenting their travels by hand. Ian 
Logan, curator of Studio Te Mapunga, is one of 
them. 
“I love the immersive experience of being out in 
a city or nature, tuning into the rhythms of lines 
and colours that a slow-looking brings out,” Logan 
says. “I usually end up tweaking what I see to 
bring out a dominant mood. A famous artist quote 
being: ‘art is a lie which tells the truth.’”
Logan alongside Beeb Vennix, Olympia Osborne, 
and others present their hand-hewn records of 
their travels in The Art of the Journey at the Island 
Bay gallery until the 17th of January 2026. 
From Vennix’s memory collages saturated in 
symbols to Osborne’s blue and white impressions 
of her ancestral Greece to Logan’s on-the-spot 
sketches, the exhibition showcases snapshots 
from around the world that capture “the joy and 
wonder of places and cultures”, Logan says, and 
the diverse perspectives of artists abroad.

Back to contents
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Countdown to Xmas 
– 23 days to go

A $100 voucher from one of the businesses below

Just tick the box of the business you wish to spend 
money with.  
We will draw the winners and send you out your 
winning voucher.
Send your entries to admin@regionalnews.kiwi 
Entries close Wednesday 10th December 2025.

Be in to win! 

0800 762 267 
www.cherryvite.co.nz

Tart Cherry Supports...
• Better sleep 
• Reduced joint and muscle pain 
• Natural recovery from sport 

and training 
• Reduced stress levels 
• Increased joint mobility 
• Healthy uric acid balance in joints

The richest natural source 
of Super Antioxidants!

Get a good nights 
sleep with Cherryvite

10% 
discount on 
first order

1. Cherryvite

2. Unichem Cuba Mall

3. The Survival Co.

4. Made Marion Craft

5. Lovy's Eatery

6. Ye Olde Pinball Shoppe

7. Lloyd Kelly Jewellers & Watchmakers

8. Fruit Guys

9. The Capricorn Spirit

Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 10am-5pm

• Blood  pressure testing 
• Blood glucose testing
• UTI consults
• Vaccinations

• Zinc testing
• Cholesterol testing
• Passport photos
• Ear piercing
• Smoking cessation

Unichem Cuba Mall For all your pharmacy needs

Travelling over the holidays or getting together with family? 
Make sure your Covid vaccine is up to date

Cuba Street: 122 Cuba Mall, Te Aro, 
Wellington | Phone: 04 384 6856

Cuba Mall
   For all your Christmas Gifts or Vouchers

We will gift wrap & post for you!

We hire and sell wheelchairs and Disability Aids.

Peace of mind is being prepared for anything

Contact Peter 021 226 5331   
Shop the range at www.thesurvivalco.nz

Grab Bag 
1-2 Person

1-6 Person 
Survival Kit

Great 
gift idea!

166 Cuba St, Wellington | Ph: 04 801 5850
www.mademarioncraft.co.nz

• Craft and sewing supplies • Sewing classes 
• Lampshade making classes

• and MUCH MUCH more! 
Create with us! Gift vouchers available.

Ye Olde Pinball Shoppe 
Olde-school family fun   |   Bond St, Wellington 
Open every afternoon and evening   |   YOPS.nz

Gift Vouchers available! 
$20-$200 

Buy Online now

Great Christmas gift ideas! The Capricorn Spirit is the go-to 
destination for crystals, readings, healing and holistic health and well-being

103 Willis Street, Wellington Hours:  Mon-Fri 11am-6pm | Sat & Sun 10.30am-5pm 
164 Oxford Street, Levin (across the road from New World) Hours:  7 days 10.30am until 5pm 
Ph: 021 231 7890 | Email: susancameron@capricornspirit.com | www.capricornspirit.com

christmas gift boxes fresh from the fruit guys

You can order now by emailing info@fruitguys.co.nz or call 09 442 2915
Orders available until Friday 12th December

Fruit & Vege Box $59.80 Large Cardboard Fruit Box $64.40

Order online: www.lovyseatery.co.nz
Or Call 022 487 3123

43 Vivian Street, Wellington

A must-visit destination 
for food enthusiasts & 
cocktail aficionados!

Tues to Fri 10am - 5pm, Sat 10am - 1pm 
119 Riddiford Street, Newtown

Ph 04 389 2085

LLOYD KELLY
JEWELLERS & WATCHMAKERS

https://www.cherryvite.co.nz
https://www.thesurvivalco.nz
https://www.mademarioncraft.co.nz
https://www.lovyseatery.co.nz
https://www.yops.nz
https://www.capricornspirit.com
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Countdown to Xmas 
– 23 days to go

A $100 voucher from one of the businesses below

Just tick the box of the business you wish to spend 
money with.  
We will draw the winners and send you out your 
winning voucher.
Send your entries to admin@regionalnews.kiwi 
Entries close Wednesday 10th December 2025.

Be in to win! 
1. Macha, Jom Tapau!

2. The Wellington Comedy Club

3. The Lolly Jar

4. St John's Bar & Eatery

5. Granny’s Christmas Shop

6. Jugnu’s Little India

7. Quest Petone

8. Mary Potter Hospice

9. Shalari Boutique Lingerie

AUTHENTIC MALAYSIAN FLAVOURS
RICH IN TASTE

206 Left Bank (off Cuba St), Te Aro, Wellington
Press Hall, 80 Willis St, Wellington

www.machajomtapau.co.nz

1 MAIN STREET, MARTON
Phone: 027 277 5005        /GrannysChristmasGrotto

FINAL year with a physical storefront!
Fridays & Saturdays: 10am – 3pm

Other days by appointment

PETONE

Located in the centre of Petone - Lower Hutt, Quest 
Petone connects you with Greater Wellington’s hidden 
gems, beaches, and restaurants.

Phone 04 282 1680
40-42 Richmond Street, Petone
www.questpetone.co.nz

Shalari Boutique Lingerie & Swimwear at 104 Main Street, Greytown. Open 7 days.  
Phone: 06 304 7170. Email: shop@shalari.co.nz. Website: www.shalari.co.nz.

The World’s Quickest Makeover
Treat yourself this Christmas to a great look 

or buy a gift voucher to make someone else feel special!

Shalari Boutique Lingerie
Fitting 

Specialists

The best authentic Indian Cuisine in Wellington!
Our Cuba St restaurant is open Christmas day

Students with ID get 5% discount and 
BYO wine becomes $7.50 per bottle.

Super Gold card members – 5% discount

www.jugnus.co.nz
18 Blair St Wellington | 115 Cuba Mall Wellington 

42 Marine Parade, Paraparaumu

Open 7 days a week | 5 Cable Street, Te Aro, Wellington
049742217 | stjohnsbar.co.nz

CONTEMPORARY NZ MENU
ON THE WATERFRONT

The ultimate 
do-it-yourself pick ‘n mix

The Lolly Jar

Open 7 days a week from 10am - 4pm 
130 Main Street, Greytown | 06 304 8436 

thelollyjargreytown@gmail.com 
thelollyjar.co.nz

ENJOY FREE SHIPPING ON ORDERS OVER $50

Make your Christmas gift extra special! Buy 
a recycled item from one of our shops and help 

your local Mary Potter Hospice charity.

Discover clothing, books, homeware, and vintage treasures, all while supporting free 
hospice care in our community.

If you need new clothes for your family for summer, visit us!

Your Quality Donations Help Us Turn Second-Hand Goods into First-Class Hospice Care.

Shop. Donate. Support Hospice. marypotter.org.nz

Kelburn | Cuba Street
Mon–Sat 10am–5pm | Sun 11am–3pm

Karori | Miramar | Newlands | Kāpiti Road,
Paraparaumu | Porirua | Tawa | Thorndon

Mon–Sat 10am–4pm | Sun 11am–3pm

https://www.machajomtapau.co.nz
https://www.thelollyjar.co.nz
https://www.stjohnsbar.co.nz
https://www.facebook.com/grannyschristmasgrotto
https://www.jugnus.co.nz
https://www.questpetone.co.nz
https://www.marypotter.org.nz
https://www.shalari.co.nz
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Countdown to Xmas 
– 23 days to go

A $100 voucher from one of the businesses below

Just tick the box of the business you wish to spend 
money with.  
We will draw the winners and send you out your 
winning voucher.
Send your entries to admin@regionalnews.kiwi 
Entries close Wednesday 10th December 2025.

Be in to win! 
1. Snorex

2. The Pantoloons

3. Kura Gallery

4. Bambini

5. Kapiti Knitting & Lotto

6. Southland Locator Beacons

7. New World Churton Park

8. Unichem Johnsonville 

9. Local Living

     
      

         
      ZZ ZZ  ZZ  ZZZ  ZZ Z

     
      

   Z ZZ Z    ZZ ZZ  ZZ  ZZZ  ZZ

WANT SILENT NIGHTS 
THIS SUMMER?

FOR MORE INFORMATION  
CALL 0800 766 739

STOP SNORING WITH SNOREX
A CUSTOM MADE

ANTI-SNORING DEVICE

eventfinda.co.nz

Free Parking | Upstairs at Capital Gateway,  
34 Thorndon Quay, Wellington 

Mon-Fri 10am-5pm | Sat & Sun 10am-4pm
Phone: 04 473 7380 | www.bambini.nz

Proud to stock planet-loving brands Acorn, Bobux, 
Crywolf, Goldie & Ace, Good Goods, Hape,  

Hello Stranger, Huxbaby, Munster, Pretty Brave, Toshi, 
and more – in store and online

NZ
owned 

Shoe Fitting a 
Specialty

Gift  
Wrapping  

is Free

WHAT ARE YOUR OPTIONS IN AN EMERGENCY

Ph (03) 226 6341
or (027) 412-2925

www.locatorbeacons.co.nz

Farm Safe and OSH are now 
pushing for all farmers who work 
on their own to have a personal 
locator beacon in their safety kit

Available for sale/hire
Comes with a free heavy duty pouch!

ARE YOU WORKING ALONE?

Now available from 90 outlets nationwide
Free heavy duty pouch and delivery

SALE
PRICE
$579

Price at 
time of 
printing

SALE
PRICE
$579

Phone 04 902 5455 | kapitiknitting@gmail.com
www.kapitiknitting.co.nz

Wool, Haberdashery, Giftware,  
New Zealand souvenirs and Lotto. 

Open Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 8.30am-5.30pm
Wed 8.30am-6.30pm | Sat 8am-7pm

Merry Christmas! 
We have something for everyone

New World Churton Park

Churton Park

Open 7 days, 7am-10pm
69 Lakewood Avenue, Churton Park

www.locallivingwairoa.co.nz | 148 Marine Parade, Wairoa

Local Living

Fashion, footwear and accessories - From the designer range Lemon Tree Design to 
everyday labels such as Orientique and Betty Basics. Visit us in store or shop online!

Pharmacy Johnsonville

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE

UNICHEM PHARMACY 
JOHNSONVILLE XMAS HOURS

59 Johnsonville Rd Located next to Countdown
Ph: 04 477 9513  | www.johnsonvillepharmacy.co.nz

Wednesday 24th Dec Xmas Eve
Xmas Day 25th Dec-Sunday 28th Dec
Monday 29th Dec-Wednesday 31st Dec
New Years Day 1st Jan-Sunday 4th Jan
Monday 5th Jan & beyond - normal hours

9am-6pm
Closed
9am-6pm
Closed
9am-6pm

Back to contents

https://www.eventfinda.co.nz
https://www.kuragallery.co.nz
https://www.bambini.nz
https://www.kapitiknitting.co.nz
https://www.locatorbeacons.co.nz
https://www.johnsonvillepharmacy.co.nz
https://www.locallivingwairoa.co.nz
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Reviews

Photo by Roc+ Photography.

Amélie The Musical 

Written by Craig Lucas, Daniel Messé, and 
Nathan Tysen 
Directed by Nick Lerew and Maya Handa Naff 
The Hannah, 15th Nov 2025 
Reviewed by Tanya Piejus

Amélie The Musical is based on the award-winning 
and critically acclaimed 2001 French film Amélie 
by Jean-Pierre Jeunet and Guillaume Laurant. 
Its delightful whimsy made it one of the most 
internationally successful French-language films of 
all time. 
The story centres on the titular character, an 
introverted waitress in Paris who finds meaning 
by making life better for strangers and friends 
while denying herself the same joy. However, she 
finally takes a leap of faith when she discovers an 
attraction to a young man on a quest of his own. 
While the musical is inevitably more grounded in 
the reality of theatre, unlike the flights of digital 
fancy that were possible in the film, it makes 
a good stab at recreating the quirkiness of the 
original. Act two is the better half for standout 
songs, but The Girl with the Glass and Goodbye, 
Amélie are clear audience favourites in act one. 
This WITCH Music Theatre production is staged 
with a beautiful and cleverly designed two-storey 
set (production design by Ben Tucker-Emerson) 
with atmospheric projections (Rebekah de Roo) 
that the cast flow around with practised ease. 
The second-half reveal of the sex shop is an 
unexpected delight and the Photomaton booth a 
wonder of utility. 
Rachel McSweeney is a sweet and highly 
watchable Amélie and the cast form an excellent 
ensemble, each creating delightful characters of 
their own as well as contributing to a cohesive, 
vocally dynamic, and well-balanced whole. Special 
mention must go to William Duignan, whose 
versatility as Fluffy the fish and Elton John is 
astounding, and Jared Pallesen as the adorable 
Lucien with an enviable vocal range and passion 
for figs. 
Imaginatively directed by Nick Lerew and Maya 
Handa Naff, accompanied by a small but mighty 
band led by music director Hayden Taylor, lit 
creatively by Alex ‘Fish’ Fisher, carefully dressed 
by Polly Crone and Dorothe Olsen, and unfussily 
choregraphed by Leigh Evans, this is another 
undoubted success from WITCH Music Theatre.

 Jess Gillam. Photo by Robin Clewley.

Symphonic Dances 

Presented by  
New Zealand Symphony Orchestra 
Conducted by Gemma New 
Michael Fowler Centre, 20th Nov 2025 
Reviewed by Tamsin Evans

Tabea Squire’s description of her Conversation 
of the Light-ship and the Tide as “an unmoving 
ship in the ever-moving sea” gives us a different 
view on the dance theme. The power and danger 
of the deep-water open sea are heard in the 
opening grumbling of timpani and brass. Further 
complex textures and tones convey the relationship 
between the light-ship’s industrial structure and 
the endlessly changing and constantly moving sea.
The opening bars of Alexander Glazunov’s 
Saxophone Concerto in E-flat Major sound like 
something sombre and very definitely Russian. 
But, after the strings had set that scene, the 
incredibly talented Jess Gillam led us through all 
sorts of wonderful dances. Gillam embraced her 
saxophone inside and out through her impressive 
breath control, amazing dexterity, and deep, deep 
musicianship. She sometimes produced sound 
as if her instrument was woodwind instead of 
brass, with none of the rasping harshness we 
might associate with the saxophone. She breezed 
flawlessly through the fast passages, played with 
emotion and drama without being cheesy, and 
carried us to a swooping, glorious finish.
Darius Milhaud’s Scaramouche is three 
movements with something different for the 
saxophone. The first, Vif, was full of rhythm and 
running, each note clear and distinct. The second 
movement, Modéré, was almost soothing, with 
lovely exchanges between players and soloist. 
Brazileira’s rhythms got sharper as it progressed, 
finishing with pizzicato strings and a saxophone 
samba.
The title work, Rachmaninov’s Symphonic Dances, 
closed the programme. The orchestra always 
sounds crisp when Gemma New is conducting. The 
first movement opened with an obviously Russian 
tone in the strings but switched neatly into the 
delicacy of glockenspiel, other percussion, and 
woodwind. The second movement was a slightly 
uncomfortable, expressive clash of brass and solo 
violin. The last movement has a part for the alto 
saxophone, played, of course, by the incomparable 
Gillam.

The End of the Golden Weather 

Written by Bruce Mason 
Directed by Shane Bosher 
Circa Theatre, 19th Nov 2025 
Reviewed by Tanya Piejus

Not Christmas, But Guy Fawkes 

Written by Bruce Mason 
Directed by Shane Bosher 
Circa Theatre, 22nd Nov 2025 
Reviewed by Tanya Piejus

Circa Theatre is celebrating the work of New Zealand 
icon Bruce Mason with Every Kind of Weather: an 
alternating season of his well-known and loved The 
End of the Golden Weather and the less-known Not 
Christmas, But Guy Fawkes. Both are performed 
as one-man shows by the incomparable Stephen 
Lovatt under the tender direction of Shane Bosher. 
COVID-19 put the kibosh on its original run in 2021, 
so it’s a special pleasure to be able to see it now.
Written to be performed solo, which Mason 
did himself almost a thousand times, The End 
of the Golden Weather is a deeply lyrical and 
quintessentially Kiwi story of a 12-year-old boy 
discovering how harsh the world can be. A classic 
tale of innocence enjoyed and lost. 
Lovatt is an energetic, chameleonic, and highly 
engrossing performer to watch. From go to whoa, 
he immerses us in the characters and colours 
of small-town, Depression-era New Zealand. His 
many characterisations are finely on point and 
his portrayal of the mentally unwell Firpo is vivid 
but nuanced, walking carefully on the side of 
compassion rather than ridicule. Bosher’s respectful 
direction doesn’t get in the way of Lovatt’s 
performance and lets it breathe with singular clarity. 
The section devoted to Christmas Day is particularly 
entertaining, allowing Lovatt’s performance skills to 
glow.
The production design by Jane Hakaraia and Sean 
Lynch is simple but gorgeous with a crumpled sheet 
of brown paper tumbling down the back wall of Circa 
Two onto a square of warm brown floorboards. Other 
than that, one wooden chair is all that’s needed to 
set the scene. The changing of time and place is 
accentuated by beautiful lighting and delicate and 
evocative sound design (Paul McLaney) that brings 
the beach setting to gentle life in the imagination, 
alongside Mason’s melodic words. 
A subtly modern and handsome rendering of 
Mason’s work, this version of The End of the Golden 
Weather is 85 minutes of pure theatrical joy.

Not Christmas, But Guy Fawkes is the other half 
of Circa’s tribute to the solo work of Bruce Mason 
running in an alternating season called Every Kind 
of Weather. Having been blown away by The End 
of the Golden Weather earlier in the week, I was 
intrigued to see this lesser-known piece that also 
features some biographical content gleaned from 
an interview with Mason and the foreword to a 
publication.
Having enjoyed the gorgeous production design 
(Jane Hakaraia and Sean Lynch) of The End of the 
Golden Weather, I was pleased to see the same 
set, sympathetic sound design (Paul McLaney), and 
lush lighting employed in this work. Subtle change 
came with a different and more deluxe chair, 
pages of script strewn round the edge of the acting 
area, and performer Stephen Lovatt’s outfit. He’d 
swapped a linen shirt, cotton trousers, and bare 
feet for a 1950s combo of button-up polo shirt, 
patterned slacks, argyle socks, and brown leather 
shoes to recreate the delightful character of Mason 
himself, who bookended the show.
Lovatt’s performance and Shane Bosher’s 
direction were even more engaging in this piece, 
the Mason-scripted part of which mostly involves 
an 11-year-old’s relationship with a school bully, 
the ugly and intimidating Fergus ‘Ginger’ Finucane. 
Lovatt’s character-flipping skills are brilliant here 
with small changes in facial expression, voice, and 
posture being all that’s needed in the intimate 
venue of Circa Two to tell us who is speaking. 
His characterisation of Mason is equally expert, 
bringing to expressive life someone who knew he 
was an artist from the age of eight and described 
himself as “temperamentally, an overreacher”. 
Bosher’s delicate direction is especially effective 
in the final section of the piece as Lovatt simply 
sits in the chair directly facing the audience and is 
utterly engrossing.
I didn’t think it would be possible to top the first 
half of Every Kind of Weather. However, I was one 
of the many audience members on my feet at the 
end of this one. Just wow.
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Design by Aimée Sullivan.  
Photos by Maeve O'Connell & Dan Bain.

Robin Hood – The Pantomime 

Written by Simon Leary and Gavin Rutherford 
Directed by Simon Leary  
Running at Circa Theatre till 11th Jan 2026 
Reviewed by Madelaine Empson 

Robin Hood – The Pantomime opens its curtains 
(of the waterfall) with Lorde’s Royals, a song that 
summarises this madcap folk tale. In the torn-up 
town of Wellywood, Robin Hood (Kathleen Burns) 
and his Merry Men, Lil’ John (a beautifully bumbling 
Aimée Sullivan) and Friar Tuck (Bronwyn Turei, 
Ngāti Porou), are forced to squat in squalor while 
the Sheriff (Jackson Burling) lords it up from on 
high. Maid Marian (Natasha McAllister) detests the 
Sheriff’s latest tax scheme, while her handmaiden, 
Courtenay Place (Jthan Morgan, Ngāi Tāmanuhiri, 
Rongowhakaata, Magiagi, Sapāpali’i, Lotofaga), is 
recently bereft and dismayed by her new status as 
a poor (pronounced ‘purr’) lonely widow woman. 
And so, she sets her sights on He Who Must Not Be 
Named, the Sheriff, in the midst of his evil plans. 
Spanning hits from the likes of Kelly Clarkson 
(Turei’s lead in Since U Been Gone is jaw-dropping) 
and Taylor Swift (Burns’ chorus of Look What You 
Made Me Do is my show highlight), Shania Twain 
(such a tender You’re Still The One from McAllister 
and Burns) and Meghan Trainor (Morgan does look 
good in that Versace dress) (costumes by Sheila 
Horton), music is a key component of Robin Hood 
– The Pantomime. Music director Michael Nicholas 
Williams’ stage-side presence is sorely missed, 
particularly his tinkering on the keys. While more 
instrumental music would help drive the momentum 
in the first half, his arrangements and magic 
medleys feature his signature flair and work in well 
with Oliver Devlin’s effects-laden sound design. 
Every beat is perfectly accentuated by McAllister 
and Morgan’s hip, ‘camp’ choreography, which hits 
the bullseye every time. 
The cast’s consistent and charismatic audience 
interaction ties the show together in a bow (and 
arrow). Morgan is a standout here, making two 
friends to bring to her sausage sizzle. Wildly special 
mention to an exceptional Burling, who feeds on 
boos like Raz feeds on mustard.
When I think of the Kiwi summer, I think of Circa 
Theatre’s beloved annual pantomime. Robin Hood 
– The Pantomime is as gloriously silly as the silly 
season it celebrates and signifies. A fun, fanfare-
filled, festive treat for all.

Gloria! 

106 minutes 
M 
 
Reviewed by Alessia Belsito-Riera

The Artist Repents 

Presented by Orchestra Wellington 
Michael Fowler Centre, 22nd Nov 2026 
Reviewed by Ruth Corkill

Superior Donuts 

Written by Tracy Letts 
Directed by James Kiesel 
Gryphon Theatre, 26th Nov 2025  
Reviewed by Stanford Reynolds

Where the voices of many women were silenced 
throughout history, Gloria! sings their stories from 
the rooftops. Screening as part of the 10th Italian 
Film Festival, the subtitled film begins in 1800 
with the rhythms of everyday life in Venice’s Sant 
Ignazio College, a religious institution for girls 
overseen by stern priest Perlina (Paolo Rossi). 
Mute Teresa (Galatéa Bellugi) is at the centre of 
it all, a powerless servant girl trapped in a hostile 
environment who yearns to be the conductor of her 
own world. Longing to be a part of the all-women 
orphanage orchestra, she arranges the sounds 
that accompany her daily duties into drumlines 
and choruses. When Perlina becomes distracted 
by preparations for the arrival of the newly 
enthroned Pope, Teresa and a quartet of students 
begin secretly gathering each night to take turns 
on the piano they find hidden in the cellar, their 
clandestine sessions revealing hidden truths, giving 
birth to new compositions, and setting the girls on a 
new path towards autonomy. 
Celebrating the lives of the many Italian women 
written out of the margins of music history, 
Gloria! speaks to anyone who has felt restrained, 
underestimated, and silenced. Teresa and her 
newfound companions Lucia (Carlotta Gamba), 
Bettina (Veronica Lucchesi), Marietta (Maria Vittoria 
Dallasta), and Prudenza (Sara Mafodda) fizz with a 
chemistry rivalling even the most practised quintet. 
Each a powerful presence in her own right, together 
they capture the magic of girlhood in a way that is 
both tender and tenacious. 
Cinematographer Gianluca Palma and production 
designers Susanna Abenavoli and Luca Servino 
juxtapose shadows with highlights, giving the 
midnight corners more brilliance and comfort than 
the stark, gleaming halls of the daylight-flooded 
college. Director Margherita Vicario and Anita 
Rivaroli’s intentionally anachronistic script is sharp 
and scintillating, the story humming along adagio, 
accelerando into a crescendo that resounds with 
relief, vindication, and freedom. 
It would be hard not to smile by the time Gloria! 
reaches its final note. The music that flows forth 
from Margherita Vicario’s directorial debut is not 
the dirge of a long-suppressed song but a joyous, 
revolutionary riot that dares viewers to shout along 
in solidarity. 

Victoria Kelly’s Requiem opens the evening with 
music that feels suspended between worlds; 
ethereal, melancholic, and at times sublime. 
Each movement shares a similar contour, yet 
this sameness becomes a strength, feeding into 
the meditative atmosphere of a ritual or service. 
The text, drawn from five iconic Aotearoa poets, 
evokes vast internal and external landscapes, and 
moments where the language emerges clearly are 
deeply affecting.
Alexander Lewis ventures beyond his usual range, 
producing passages with a strange, sob-like 
fragility and, at other times, haunting strength. 
These moments are compelling, even if occasional 
raspy or overly quiet phrases suggest the challenge 
of the part. When the material sits comfortably, 
his expressiveness shines. Barbara Paterson has 
complete control of her soprano lines, and this 
precision, which feels like it could at any moment 
overbrim with grief, gives the work an avant-garde 
edge. The orchestra and chorus seem to flow out 
of her, extensions of her performance. The Tudor 
Consort excels in this spacious score; Kelly’s 
writing leaves air around the notes, allowing this 
renowned a cappella ensemble to resonate fully.
This concert closes Orchestra Wellington’s 
ambitious season-long tribute to Shostakovich. 
Pairing Requiem with Shostakovich’s Symphony 
No. 5 is a stroke of programming genius. This is 
the most familiar Shostakovich we’ve heard this 
season, but Kelly’s work casts it in a new light. The 
requiem’s ‘in memoriam’ quality primes us to hear 
the symphony as a tribute; to Shostakovich, and to 
endurance and survival. Our orchestra has spent 
a year immersed in Shostakovich’s works, and this 
pays off tonight: their playing is assured, and they 
navigate the tonal and emotional dexterity of the 
work brilliantly.
The iconic final movement is transfixing; a 
groundswell of brass and percussion driving toward 
tainted, devastating triumph. It is music wound 
tight, almost too fast, before slowing into a hymn-
like glow. This symphony never loses its potency for 
me, and tonight it crowns an extraordinary season 
devoted to a composer whose voice still speaks 
urgently across time.

Superior Donuts arrives at the Gryphon Theatre 
with warmth, wit, and a surprising emotional punch. 
Tracy Letts’ script centres on the unlikely friendship 
between Arthur (Allan Burne), the weary owner of a 
rundown Chicago donut shop, and Franco (McKay 
Findlay), the young, energetic employee who storms 
into Arthur’s stagnant world with ideas, ambition, 
and a stubborn refusal to let the shop, or Arthur, 
stay stuck in the past. Their evolving connection is 
punctuated by Arthur’s quiet monologues, in which 
he slowly reveals the regrets and wounds that still 
haunt him.
The production design cleverly supports this 
dynamic. The donut shop set (design by Lucy 
Sinogeikas) is pulled forward on the Gryphon stage, 
creating an inviting, almost nostalgic intimacy while 
leaving enough space to glimpse the Chicago street 
beyond through the shop window. It feels lived-in, 
warm, and grounded. The small bell that chimes 
whenever someone enters or exits proves an 
unexpectedly charming detail, subtly reinforcing the 
rhythm of daily life in the shop.
There’s an easy humour throughout, particularly in 
the miscommunications between characters from 
different backgrounds. The play’s cultural collisions 
are handled with lightness, allowing the comedy to 
emerge naturally.
The cast inhabit their roles with infectious delight. 
Findlay’s Franco is all authenticity and vibrancy, an 
immediately compelling presence who lights up the 
stage and makes it impossible not to root for him. 
Opposite him, Arthur’s tentative, awkward courtship 
with local policewoman Randy (Sarah Dickson 
Johansen) provides some of the production’s 
sweetest moments, with the actors’ clumsy, halting 
exchanges creating tenderness. At times, accents 
and some mumbled delivery cause key lines to blur, 
and occasionally actors seem to play moments 
inward rather than responding fully to each other. 
I am certain that throughout the season, the 
connection will grow and help the emotional beats 
land with greater impact.
The climax of the plot is an excellently executed 
fight scene. Sharply choreographed (fight direction 
by Janet Noble) and enhanced by bold, clipped 
lighting blackouts (lighting design by Emma Bell), 
the tension and believability of the blows is the best 
I have seen on stage.
This Stagecraft Theatre production captures the 
heart of Superior Donuts with warmth and humour, 
offering a charming, hopeful, bittersweet night at 
the theatre.

Photo by Lydia Harris, Squidography.

Back to contents
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What’s on December

6th Dec 2025. Sonic Delusion: Hilltop House, 
Upland Road, Kelburn – 7:30pm. Swiss-Kiwi 
performer André Manella of Sonic Delusion 
delivers happy, funky, and groovy indie pop. 
To celebrate the release of the new single 
Smoooth, the band will layer beats, baselines, 
and melodies into their live performance for a 
banging experience. 

13th Dec. Boogie Wonderland Presents: Boogie 
Nights: San Fran, Cuba Street, Te Aro – 7:30pm. 
After playing to packed crowds across the motu 
with their acclaimed Earth, Wind & Fire tribute 
show, New Zealand’s premier 11-piece disco band 
returns to light up the stage with Donna Summer, 
ABBA, Sister Sledge, the Bee Gees, and more. 
Expect soaring vocals, funky horns, shimmering 
costumes, and unstoppable grooves. 

Wairarapa
6th-7th Dec. Hoe Tonga Regional Sprint 
Championships: Henley Lake, Te Ore Ore Road, 
Masterton – 7:30pm. Watch the sprint race to find 
out which capital team will qualify for the National 
Waka Ama Championship. 
7th Dec. Round 1 New Zealand Jetsprint 
Championship: Kiwispan Jetsprint Track, 
Tauherenikau Racecourse, Featherston – 10am. 
Reaching speeds of 140 kilometres per hour, 
jetsprint racing is a high-speed, high-adrenaline 
experience. 
12th Dec. 50th Anniversary Screening – JAWS: 
Regent 3 Cinema, Queen Street, Masterton – 
7:30pm. Catch the classic shark film on the big 
screen for its 50th anniversary.  

Events
3rd-21st Dec. Hutt Art Society Presents: Treats and 
Treasures Christmas Exhibition: Hutt Art Centre, 
Myrtle Street, Lower Hutt. Pottery, paintings, prints, 
glass art, weaving, decorations, and more can be 
found at this group exhibition. 
10th Dec. Christmas at Katherine Mansfield House 
& Garden: Tinakori Road, Thorndon, Wellington 
– 5pm, 7pm. Enjoy a guided tour that highlights 
Victorian Christmas traditions followed by a 
performance from Wellington City Chorus.
13th Dec. Club Wicked: San Fran, Cuba Street, Te 
Aro – 11pm. Get down to the soundtrack of Wicked 
plus hits from your favourite Broadway and West End 
musicals. 
20th Dec. Love Actually in Concert: Michael 
Fowler Centre, Wakefield Street, Te Aro – 3:30pm. 
This heartwarming favourite comes to life anew 
accompanied by a live orchestra. 

Music
4th Dec. Come Together – End of Year Big Bash: 
The Opera House, Manners Street, Te Aro – 8pm. 
Aotearoa’s best rock musicians unleash the biggest 
hits from both sides of the Tasman. 
9th Dec. Throwing Muses: San Fran, Cuba Street, Te 
Aro – 8pm. One of the most acclaimed US college 
bands of the 1990s, Throwing Muses present their 
newest album Moonlight Concessions. 
12th Dec. Nadia Reid: Meow Nui, Vivian Street, 
Te Aro – 8pm. The Kiwi singer-songwriter’s fourth 
album Enter Now Brightness has left its mark on the 
charts. Experience it live with the band she recorded 
it with.
13th Dec. Orpheus Choir Wellington Presents: 
Handel’s Messiah: Michael Fowler Centre, 
Wakefield Street, Te Aro – 7:30pm. Orchestra 
Wellington and Orpheus Choir deliver Handel’s 
Christmas classic Messiah. 
13th Dec. Girls Rock the Boys: Underworld Tavern, 
Pirie Street, Te Aro – 8:30pm. Ashley Hale-Durham, 
Georgie Sullivan, and Julie Lamb sing songs from the 
golden era of rock. 
14th Dec. Bar Italia: Meow, Edward Street, Te Aro 
– 7:30pm. The eternally enigmatic UK post-punk 
darlings come to NZ with their new album Some Like 
It Hot. 

Performance
Until 11th Jan. Robin Hood – The Pantomime: Circa 
Theatre, Taranaki Street, Wellington Waterfront 
– various times. Robin Hood steals from the rich 
and gives to the poor in an oldie timey place where 
people are struggling: Wellington 2025.
16th-20th Dec. Frankenstein: BATS Theatre, Kent 
Terrace, Te Aro – 6:30pm. A young man finds an 
abandoned journal in a dark, seemingly empty 
room and starts to use anything he can find to aid 
in telling the story of Victor Frankenstein and his 
creation. 
17th-20th Dec. 1st Gear Productions Presents: 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat: 
Gryphon Theatre, Ghuznee Street, Te Aro – various 
times. After Dad gives Joseph an amazing coat, his 
jealous brothers plot to get rid of him – but things 
don’t go to plan!
18th-20th Dec. Sexy Ghost of Xmas Boy: BATS 
Theatre, Kent Terrace, Te Aro – 7:30pm. George 
Fenn warms the hearts of Wellington’s worn 
wretches to remind them of the true meaning of 
Christmas: dystopic consumerism. 
19th; 21st; 22nd Dec. The Pantoloons Present: A 
Spell Before Christmas: Wairarapa Events Centre, 
Carterton; Little Theatre, Lower Hutt; Southward 
Theatre, Paraparaumu – various times. Everything 
is running smoothly in Santa’s workshop until the elf 
on shelf discovers a bottle labelled Do Not Open!
Festivals
Until 5th Dec. Six Degrees Festival: BATS Theatre, 
Kent Terrace, Te Aro – various times. Te Herenga 
Waka – Victoria University of Wellington theatre 
practitioners present a selection of new shows.

With Puppy Un-Chase!®, 
Un-Chase!® Adult 
Workshops or Un-

Chase!® Private Training 
programmes, you will learn 
how to teach your dog to 
be calm, learn self-control 

and choose alternative 
behaviours around their 

chase triggers. 

    020 4163 4035 
april@allaboutthehound.co.nz
www.allaboutthehound.co.nz

• Dog Training Classes 
• Private Dog Training
• Groomabilities 
• Dog Grooming

Check out our other 
dog training services:

Kapiti Coast Electrician
Little Sparky – where power meets personality!

Servicing Wellington to Ōtaki 
029 129 3056 | littlesparky1979@gmail.com

www.littlesparky.co.nz

Little Sparky is an electrical 
service with a difference. 
Little Sparky isn’t your 
average electrician, he’s 
the electrifying hero your 
neighbourhood has been 
waiting for.

Closed from 23rd December, 
reopen 3rd January.

From faulty switches, we do 
it all no matter how small. 

We do free quotes!

We provide a full range of funeral facilities and 
amenities for our community with locations in 

Wellington, Karori and Johnsonville

How can we help?

Caring for you and your family in your time of need

www.lychgate.co.nz | Ph: (04) 385 0745

CROWS NEST ACCOMMODATION 
OTUREHUA, CENTRAL OTAGO, NEW ZEALAND

M: 021 366 012 E: crowsnestnz@gmail.com 
www.crowsnestotago.co.nz

FOR 
SALE!

https://www.littlesparky.co.nz
https://www.allaboutthehound.co.nz
https://www.crowsnestotago.co.nz
https://www.lychgate.co.nz
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What’s on January

Back to contents

6th, 13th Dec. Christmas in the Quarters: Various 
locations and times in Te Aro. Whānau-friendly 
events jingle into Wellington to help little and 
big Kiwis alike celebrate Kirihimete Christmas. 
On the 6th, catch the Maninirau Circus acts and 
street busking at Queens Wharf Plaza, while the 
13th sees Hana Kōkō Santa visiting Waitangi Park 
with a sleighful of activities in tow!

Until 24th Dec. Serenading Summer: Pop-Up 
Millwood Gallery, Featherston Street, Te Aro. To 
herald the arrival of summer, artists Barbara 
Franklet, Philip Beadle, Tony Ogle, Philippa 
Christmas, Heather Campbell, and more have 
crafted artworks across a range of mediums that 
honour the season, its spoils, and the beautiful 
outdoors at its most radiant. Detail of Take me 
to the river by Barbara Franklet. 

Wairarapa 
3rd-4th Jan. Bob Wilton Memorial Drags: Masterton 
Motorplex, Manaia Road, Masterton – 10am. 
Check out the latest central national circuit and the 
nostalgia drags at this memorial drag race featuring 
Dragstalgia, Gasser Showdown, and Wild Bunch 
Wars with Bob’s Burnouts. 
9th-11th Jan. Wairarapa Music in the Country: 
Tauherenikau Racecourse, State Highway 2, 
Featherston – various times. Get boogieing at one 
of New Zealand’s biggest country music festivals 
featuring a huge lineup of local, national, and 
international acts. 
10th Jan. The New Zealand Stationery Festival: 
Greytown Town Hall, Main Street, Greytown – 
10am. Join in on workshops and talks, plus explore 
an inspiring collection of premium international 
stationery brands and handpicked local makers, all 
under one roof

Music
31st Dec. Rewire NYE: Valhalla, Vivian Street; Nolita, 
Cuba Street – 8pm. Get ready to experience the best 
of all worlds – from house and techno to psytrance 
and trance – across two epic venues in Wellington. 
8th Jan. Maoli: Waitangi Park, Cable Street, 
Wellington Waterfront – 3:30pm. Celebrating his 
brand-new album Last Sip of Summer, Island Vibe, 
the Hawaiian country, reggae, soul, and R&B artist 
brings festival vibes to Welly alongside a slew of local 
acts. 
9th Jan. A Joe Satriani Tribute – Surfing With The 
Alien: Meow, Edward Street, Te Aro – 8pm. Cam and 
his band play Satch’s legendary album in full – plus 
greatest hits!

Performance
14th-15th Jan. Jimmy Carr: TSB Arena, Queens 
Wharf, Wellington Waterfront – 7pm. If you like fast-
paced, edgy one-liners then get ready to be happy. 
The superstar comedian returns to the capital along 
his new tour Jimmy Carr Laughs Funny. 
20th Jan. Stewart Copeland: The Opera House, 
Manners Street, Te Aro – 7:30pm. Legendary rock 
drummer Stewart Copeland of The Police fame 
presents Have I Said Too Much?, in which the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Famer will sit in conversation with 
acclaimed media host Sarah Tout to answer burning 
questions. 

Sports 
1st Jan. Waitangi Parkrun New Year’s Day: Waitangi 
Park, Oriental Parade, Wellington Waterfront – 8am. 
Start on your New Year’s resolution to be more active 
on the first of the year by getting your steps up along 
the waterfront. 
11th Jan. Wellington Phoenix v Adelaide United: 
Sky Stadium, Waterloo Quay, Wellington Waterfront – 
3pm. Join the yellow fever and support the Welington 
men’s football team against Australia’s Adelaide 
United. 

Galleries
Until 8th Mar. Based On A True Story: The 20th 
Anniversary Exhibition: Te Waka Huia Wellington 
Museum, Jervois Quay, Wellington Waterfront. This 
exhibition celebrates the story behind the first-ever 
Fat Freddy’s Drop album Based on a True Story. 
7th Dec-8th Mar. Tīpurepure ‘Au Vaine: Pātaka Art + 
Museum, Parumoana Street, Porirua. This exhibition 
showcases the richness of tīvaivai (Polynesian 
quilts), created by the Porirua-based collective 
Tīpurepure ‘Au Vaine.
22nd Dec-10th Mar. Manu Muramura: Concourse at 
Wellington Airport, Stewart Duff Drive, Rongotai. The 
Academy of Fine Arts presents works responding to 
the themes of flight, movement, sky, and waves to 
complement the new Wellington International Airport 
Manu Muramura bird sculpture.
22nd Dec-8th Feb. Michelangelo – A Different View: 
Tākina Wellington Convention and Exhibition Centre, 
Wakefield Street, Te Aro. Get up close and personal 
with Michelangelo’s frescoes for a new perspective 
on one of the greatest works of the Western world.

Festivals 
31st Dec. Brew Year’s Eve: Brewtown, Blenheim 
Street, Upper Hutt – 4pm. Dragon, The Jordan Luck 
Band, The Automatic 80s, and The Blueprint ring in 
the New Year with timeless riffs and never-ending 
good vibes. 
31st Dec. Nui Years Eve: Meow Nui, Vivian Street, 
Te Aro – 7:30pm. Ring in the New Year at Meow Nui 
with Wellington legends Fur Patrol and The Phoenix 
Foundation, then dance the night away with You 
Should Be Dancing’s beats.
6th-25th Jan. Gardens Magic: Botanic Garden Ki 
Paekākā Soundshell, Glenmore Street, Kelburn – 
various times. The iconic Gardens Magic Concert 
Series will once again fill January summer nights 
with the sounds of our capital’s vivacious talent. 
Each concert will feature a warm-up solo act followed 
by a main act.

Contemporary New Zealand art

 Call us: (04) 499 8807  |  Find us: www.nzafa.com 
Follow us:       nzafa       academygalleries

Manu Muramura 
Exhibition
22 December 2025 — 10 March 
2026
Where: Concourse at Wellington 
International Airport connecting 
to Rydges Wellington Airport
6am-6pm | Cost: Free
Entries responding to the themes 
of flight, movement, sky and 
waves to complement the new 
Wellington International Airport 
Manu Muramura bird sculptureManu Muramura by Wētā Workshop.

Art To Go 
Exhibition
10 January 2026 —  
8 February 2026
Where: Wellington 
Cathedral,  
2 Hill Street, Thorndon, 
Wellington
10am-4pm
Popular small works cash 
and carry exhibition

Playtime (pīwakawaka) byJudi Lapsley Miller.

For your inclusion in the what’s on listings 
email: whatson@regionalnews.kiwi. Close 

off for the next issue’s listings is noon 
Tuesday 9 December.

Regional News

To the best of our knowledge, the information 
provided to us regarding the above events 

was correct at the time of press. Our company 
accepts no liability for events postponed, 
cancelled, sold out, or otherwise adapted. 

https://www.nzafa.com


20

Merry Xmas from 
your trades

Merry 
Christmas and 

Happy Holidays!
We are closed from 
19th Dec to 5th Jan

Now Wellington agent for Santa Fe Shutters

sales@justblinds.co.nz | Tel 04 472 9920 | www.justblinds.co.nz
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-4.30pm, Sat 10am-2pm 

Custom made 
Wellington Blinds

FREE 
measure 

and quote!

Exciting new fabrics • Wide range of blinds • Colour 
consultancy • Installation - Repairs •3 year guarantee
Showroom: 405 Hutt Road, Alicetown

We have

moved to 

Lower Hutt!

 www.ecowindows.nz   |   Showroom at 29 Hutt Road, Pipitea

Merry Christmas from Ross and the team! We will close for 
the holidays on the 19th Dec and re-open on the 5th Jan.

Live life with Quality Windows

Wired for 
Excellence

WELLINGTON, KAPITI, HUTT VALLEY, AND WAIRARAPA!

• New builds and 
renovations

• Emergency call outs
• CCTV/security
• Heat pumps/HVAC

• Ventilation and heating
• Switchboard upgrades
• Smart home 

automation
• Building maintenance

Barry Carr 027 623 9927
barry@eclipseelectricalservices.co.nz
www.eclipseelectricalservices.co.nz

I will only be closed on the public holidays -  
Xmas Day, Boxing Day, New Years Day, 2nd Jan

140 Bentley Street, Masterton | 021 730 049

Roofing

Windows

Kitchens

Hardware

Doors

Flooring
and so much more!

OPEN 8AM-4PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY

OPEN OTHER TIMES BY ARRANGEMENT

We will close on 23rd Dec and reopen 7th Jan

201 Gracefield Road, Gracefield, Wellington
Phone: 04 566 2253  |  www.metalcraftgroup.co.nz

Metalcraft Roofing is part of 
United Industries Limited.

Merry Christmas and happy holidays from the team!
We will close 19th December and reopen 12th January

Metalcraft Roofing has an extensive range of rainwater systems, longrun roofing profiles, lightweight 
metal tiles, metal fencing, solar panel solutions, asphalt shingles and structural products. 

•  Metal Insulated Panels
•  Metal Roofing & Cladding

•  Purlins, Girts & Tophats
•  Solar Panels

•  Steel Tiles
•  Asphalt Shingles

•  Metal Guttering & Spouting
•  Steel Fencing

GRAY BROS
C O N T R A C T O R S  L T D

NOW SUPPLYING CERTIFIED READY MIX CONCRETE

Family owned for 57 years. Supplying ready 
mix concrete to the wider Wairarapa region

Chris Shepherd 027 444 3611
06 304 9888
230 WEST STREET, GREYTOWN
DISPATCH@GRAYBROS.CO.NZ

0800 GO HARD

Merry Christmas from the team at Gray 
Bros! We will be open all through the 

holidays except the stat days.

I offer affordable and personalised solutions for all your home 
projects, big or small. Services include deck building, fence 
repairs, interior and exterior painting, water blasting, handyman 
services, door and window repairs, and more.

Cameron Webster-Styles
Qualified Builder

Styles.Cameron96@icloud.com
022 643 0298 | Kapiti Coast & Wellington Region

Meri Kirihimete
Kia Pai To Hararei

Kokiri Marae Health & Social Services

Christmas Holidays
19th December 2025 – 5th January 2026

How to access our services during the festive season?

From everyone here at Kokiri

Kokiri Pataka Kai - Foodbank
33 Wise Street, Wainuiomata

0800 926 257 patakakai@kokiri-hauora.org.nz
HOURS: Monday to Friday 9am – 3pm
Delivery available from Naenae to Wainuiomata
Hours may differ over the Christmas Holiday period

Stokes Valley Foodbank
162 Stokes Valley Road, Stokes Valley

027 557 0248 stokesvalleyfoodbank@gmail.com
HOURS: Mon 1pm, Tues to Fri by arrangement
Hours may differ over the Christmas Holiday period

Lower Hutt Foodbank
27B Dudley Street, Lower Hutt

04 568 7392 hutfoodbank@gmail.com
pomaretaitatrust@gmail.com
HOURS: Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 9am-11.30am
Hours may differ over the Christmas Holiday period

Kokiri Helpline
0800 926 257

General Manager – Kokiri Hauora
Teresea Olsen 021 324 265 

Naku Enei Tamariki
Jessica Te Moananui 022 047 1307  
Tu Kotahi Asthma Trust
Cheryl Davies 021 939 463 

Homelessness Prevention 
Lynda Ryan 029 774 6849

Whanau Ora Social Services
Rama Brown 022 000 3745

Maori Women’s Refuge
0800 733 843

Back to contents

https://www.ecowindows.nz
https://www.eclipseelectricalservices.co.nz
https://www.justblinds.co.nz
https://www.metalcraftgroup.co.nz
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Summer times
An intimate insight

Musician, performer, entertainer, author, 
composer, filmmaker, supergroup former. Stewart 
Copeland, undoubtedly one of the greatest rock 
drummers of all time, can never say too much – 
we’ll always be listening! For the first time in 18 
years, he’s coming to Australia and New Zealand 
on the intimate Have I Said Too Much? The Police, 
Hollywood, And Other Adventures tour, which will 
see him in conversation with acclaimed Perth 
radio broadcaster Sarah Tout at The Opera House 
on the 20th of January.
Following dozens of sold-out shows across the 
UK, “Demand for this intimate new show has 
surpassed my expectations,  
and I can’t wait to return to Australia and New 
Zealand next year and share the stories of my life 
with even more fans”, Copeland says.
And what a life it’s been. After drumming for 
Curved Air from 1975 to 1976, the living legend 
drove the all-conquering success of The Police 
during the 1970s and 1980s, and again from 
2007 to 2008 when the band reunited. Inducted 
into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame as a member 
of The Police in 2003, the Modern Drummer 
Hall of Fame in 2005, and the Classic Drummer 
Hall of Fame in 2013, he also has seven 
GRAMMY® Awards to his name and followed 
his first decade with The Police by composing 
scores for Hollywood films, operas, and ballets. 
His soundtracks include Francis Ford Coppola’s 
Rumble Fish, Oliver Stone’s Wall Street and Talk 
Radio, Bruno Barreto’s Oscar-nominated Four 
Days in September, and we can’t forget many a 
millennial’s happy place… the video game, Spyro 
the Dragon! 
A pioneering force on the contemporary 
soundscape for over four decades, this special 
evening will provide a fascinating insight into the 
music and the man behind it.

Photo by Matt Crockett.

Jokes are like magnets

As dished out on Jimmy Carr’s own website, you 
may think of him as either a politically incorrect, 
equal-opportunities offender or a fake-toothed, 
donkey-laugh, plastic-haired comedy mannequin. 
Either way, he’s been scientifically proven to be the 
funniest comedian in the UK. You see, Carr tells 
jokes, and jokes are like magnets: they attract and 
they repel. 
The man behind the dark humour and famous one-
liners is coming to TSB Arena on the 14th and 15th 
of January along his mammoth international tour 
Jimmy Carr: Laughs Funny. 
As one of the biggest-selling comedians in the 
world, Carr’s last tour Terribly Funny was seen by 
over 1.2 million people in 45 different countries, 
making it the biggest international stand-up tour 
ever, and Laughs Funny is set to do the same. In 
a bid to retain his title of ‘Hardest Working Man 
in Comedy’, 2023 saw him travel to 145 cities 
in 12 countries on four continents, to perform a 
whopping 293 shows. 
Not bad for a guy who took voluntary redundancy 
from the marketing department at Shell in 2000 
to kick start his comedy career. Since then, Carr 
has gone on to become a household name in the 
UK by hosting 8 Out of 10 Cats, The Big Fat Quiz 
of the Year, Your Face or Mine?, I Literally Just 
Told You, and Roast Battle among a slew of other 
panel shows, stand-up specials, podcast guest 
appearances, and books. 
Be ready for a bit of banter at Jimmy Carr: Laughs 
Funny.
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• Before School Care • After School Care
• School Holiday Programmes

Out of school care individually tailored 
to your needs!

Are you ready 
for 2026? 
Book now!

Contact us for more information: 
Email: aboutkidzoscar@gmail.com 

St Brendan’s - 027 616 0235 | Paparangi - 04 461 6347

44 Manuherikia Rd, Alexandra
03 448 8297 | info@ahp.nz | www.ahp.nz

Stay at Alexandra Holiday Park – your ideal 
base for cherries, bike trails, rivers, lakes, 

wineries & Central Otago adventures!

Alexandra Holiday Park

027 447 0708 | 683 Egmont Road, New Plymouth
www.hillsboroughholdenmuseum.co.nz

Summer weekend plans?
Check out our amazing Holdens, zoom down the 

family-fun Luge, & conquer our world-class mini putt!

https://www.hillsboroughholdenmuseum.co.nz
https://www.ahp.nz
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Behold the heavens 

Many Kiwis won’t have the opportunity to see 
the Vatican or Sistine Chapel in person, so this 
summer, Michelangelo’s frescoes will come to 
the capital’s Tākina Wellington Convention and 
Exhibition Centre between the 22nd of December 
2025 and the 8th of February 2026. 
Under licence from the Vatican Museums, 
Michelangelo – A Different View offers a 
transformative experience that allows attendees 
to experience the 16th-century Florentine’s 
work from an entirely new, wholly immersive 
perspective. Instead of looking up in awe at the 
frescoes, guests look down at an almost original-
size reproduction of The Genesis as well as get 
up close and personal with a 5.4-metre-square 
version of The Last Judgment and 50-odd other 
framed photo-mechanically reproduced frescoes. 
14 further works by Sandro Botticelli, Pietro 
Perugino, Domenico Ghirlandaio, and Cosimo 
Rosselli provide additional historical background 
and insight into the epoch. 
From just two metres away, visitors can admire the 
intricate details of the master’s work, experiencing 
Michelangelo’s interpretations of the Bible’s 
creation story in a new way through personal 
device audio guides. Christopher Longhurst, a 
theologian and aesthete who served for 17 years 
at the Sistine Chapel, St Peter’s Basilica, and the 
Vatican Museums’ Papal Art Galleries, will also be 
leading VIP tours throughout the exhibition’s run. 
“Born out of an idea from The Stetson Group 
to give New Zealanders a different view of 
Michelangelo’s ceiling and altar wall, this exhibition 
offers unique significance for Aotearoa,” Longhurst 
says, adding that this up-close view of one of 
art history’s most extraordinary, complex, and 
timeless visual masterpieces touches “the points 
of intersection between art and science, faith and 
reason, antiquity and modernity, Māori mythology 
and the Bible”. 
Michelangelo – A Different View invites visitors 
“to take a step back in time”, WellingtonNZ CE 
Mark Oldershaw says. “As the nation’s creative 
heart, we’re proud to be supporting such a unique 
exhibit at Tākina, which combines centuries-old 
fresco masterpieces with modern-day technology to 
deliver the closest experience to the Sistine Chapel 
outside of Vatican City.”

Photo by Lucy Broad.

A whole year of adventures

Summer holidays can feel endless when you’re 
trying to keep the kids entertained affordably. Just 
five minutes from central Wellington, Zealandia Te 
Māra a Tāne offers the kind of outing that ticks all 
the boxes: it’s fun, affordable, and gives the whole 
family a chance to get out into nature together.
What makes it even better is the family 
membership. For $99, two adults and up to three 
kids can enjoy unlimited general admission for a 
whole year. These days, it’s rare to find activities 
for a family of five for under 100 dollars, and unlike 
a one-off day out, a membership means you can 
return again and again! Whether it’s for a quick 
weekend wander or a whole afternoon adventure, 
get the family out in the fresh air and let the kids 
run wild!
The sanctuary itself feels like stepping into another 
world. With its predator-exclusion fence keeping 
native wildlife safe, kākā whistle and ‘skrark’ from 
the treetops, tuatara bathe in the sun, and tīeke/
saddleback call from the forest floor with their 
distinctive raucous chatter. 
Over the school holidays, the team at Zealandia 
have turned things up a notch with activities 
especially for younger visitors. Kids can get stuck 
into craft projects, settle in for one of the energetic 
puppet shows by the talented Stringbean Puppets, 
or explore the sanctuary with the Whānau Activity 
Book and learn new nature-themed words in te reo 
Māori! It’s the kind of wholesome entertainment 
that sparks curiosity while giving parents a 
breather, or a chance to join in the fun.
After exploring the tracks or racing around the 
valley, everyone’s bound to be hungry. Luckily, 
Rātā Café is right there with cabinet treats, hearty 
lunches, and great L’affare coffee to restore the 
grownups. Sitting out on the deck with a muffin 
while the kids relive their favourite wildlife-spotting 
moments is a great way to end the outing.
A day at Zealandia offers more than just a way to 
fill in the holidays. It’s a chance to get outside, 
enjoy some fresh air, and share experiences that 
will stay with your kids long after the holidays are 
over. And with a family membership in your back 
pocket, you’ve got a whole year of adventures 
waiting right here in the heart of the city.

BOOKING NOW FOR ‘25/‘26 and ‘27!
It is essential to book early to avoid disappointment.
ITINERARY PLANNING | BIKE HIRE | TRANSPORT

• One Day Wonder tours 
• Top-quality Merida Hire Bikes including E Bikes 
 (Hard Tail, Step Through, and Full Suspension)
• Retail and workshop 
• Electric Bike retail and hire specialists

• 25 Holloway Street, Clyde
• 6 Barry Avenue, Cromwell
• Three Parks, Wanaka
Ph 0800 245 366 (NZ) | 1800 446 356 (Aus)
info@bikeitnow.co.nz | www.bikeitnow.co.nz

OTAGO CENTRAL RAIL TRAIL
ROXBURGH GORGE

CLUTHA GOLD TRAIL
THE LAKE DUNSTAN TRAIL

“Top notch and absolutely awesome” ~ Dean and Louise Bike It Now!
Central Otago

Roxburgh Gorge Trail. Photo by Will Nelson. Lake Dunstan Trail. Photo by Will Nelson.

https://www.bikeitnow.co.nz
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Summer times – Kapiti
What’s on Kapiti
10th Dec. The Greatest Christmas Show: 
Southward Theatre, Otaihanga Road, 
Paraparaumu – 7:30pm. Enjoy heartwarming 
moments, spectacular magic, and world-class 
entertainment in one unforgettable night. 
13th Dec. Paekākāriki Christmas Fete: St Peters 
Village Hall, Beach Road, Paekākāriki – 10am. 
Celebrate community, creativity, and Christmas 
with artists, musicians, performers, and more.
5th-7th Jan. Kirtan Festival: Strathean Retreat 
Centre, Old Hautere Road, Te Horo – various times. 
Settle into an inclusive, family-friendly mini festival 
featuring dance, music, drumming circles, shared 
meals, and kirtan. 
15th-19th Jan. Festival of Pots and Garden Art: 
Anam Cara Gardens, Rangiuru Road, Ōtaki – 
10am. This vibrant event provides a platform for 
emerging and established artists to showcase their 
work and engage with the community.

Kāpiti Coast Heritage Clue Hunt

Calling all budding detectives and those needing 
something to do over Wellington Anniversary 
Weekend in January 2026. The Discover Kāpiti 
Heritage Group needs your help.
Nine museums on the Kāpiti Coast have clues 
that need to be solved, chairman Allan Carley 
says. By finding the answer to the clue at each of 
the participating museums in this free event, the 
visitor receives an entry into the prize draw to win 
one of four epic prizes. For those people who only 
have time to find some of the clues, that’s okay as 
they will get an entry into the prize draw for each 
correct answer they find. The clue hunt begins 
at any of the nine participating sites they visit, 
where entry forms (containing the clues) can be 
found. The museum locations are: Ōtaki Heritage 
Museum, Ōtaki Rotunda, The Kilns at Te Horo, 
Kāpiti Coast Museum, Toi Mahara Gallery, Kāpiti 
Aviation Museum, US Marines in Kāpiti, Wellington 
Tramway Museum, and Paekākāriki Station 
Museum. 
The event is designed with families in mind, 
offering a fun and exciting activity to showcase 
the history and heritage of the Kāpiti Coast and to 
promote some of the local businesses who have 
donated the prizes for the four prize packs on 
offer.
The Discover Kāpiti Heritage Group are also 
grateful to the Kāpiti Coast District Council for 
their support and sponsorship of this event. See  
www.kapitiheritage.org.nz for further details.

From Wellington, Porirua, Kapiti to Horowhenua, we 
provide qualified and professional arborist services.

Merry Christmas! We are available over 
Christmas and New Years, except stat holidays

Our services include:
• Tree trimming
• Felling
• Dismantling
• Hedging

• Pruning
• Full waste removal
• Tree health
• Planting

Fully qualified and totally insured, please get in 
touch to receive your free quote

027 343 8846 or jade@elitearb.co.nz
WWW.ELITEARB.CO.NZ

SUPERIOR TREE MANAGEMENT

Vasectomy & Minor 
Surgery Clinics

Casual patients welcome to 
attend Dr Roger Jubert Rosich 
vasectomy and minor surgery 

clinics at Mahara Health in 
Ngaio Road, Waikanae.

Call us on 
04 908 1000 

for more 
information.

04 298 1919      www.coasttocoastblinds.co.nz

• Retractable Roofs
• Ziptraks
• Awnings
• Shutters
• Thermacells
• Timber Blinds
• Roller Blinds
• Vertical Blinds
• Curtains And Tracks

Free Measure, Consultation & Quote Service

We close 19th December and reopen 12th January

17–19 JANUARY 2026
WELLINGTON ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND 

10AM-3PM  |  FREE EVENT

4 EPIC PRIZE 
PACKS TO BE WON!* kapitiheritage.org.nz

Supported by

*Terms & Conditions Apply.

8 Margaret Road, Raumati Beach | 128 Rimu Road, Paraparaumu
laficelle.co.nz      laficellebakery

La Ficelle, your local French Bakery in Kapiti

 WA I K A N A E  L I O N S

Garden  
Trail 2 4 – 2 5  

J A N  2 0 2 6

P R O U D LY 
P R E S E N T E D 
B Y

SPONSORS: HARRISONS GARDENWORLD 
DAVID REID HOMES  |  WOODMAN AUTOMOTIVE   
PARKWOOD RETIREMENT VILLAGE

Discover Kāpiti's  
stunning gardens,  
open to the public  
for one weekend only  
— all while supporting  
local charities.

Celebrating
30 years

of garden 
inspiration

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM

• Harrison’s Garden World, Peka Peka & Fielding
• Westbury Pharmacy, Waikanae
• Relish Café, Waikanae
• Big Mac Slabs Creative Centre, Paraparaumu
• David Reid Show Home (24–25 Jan only)
• Eventfinda (www.eventfinda.co.nz)

Waikanae Lions GardenTrailMORE INFO

Licensed Real Estate Consultant

027 415 1045

SCAN QR CODE 
FOR MORE INFOTeam Group Realty Limited Licensed Agent REAA 2008

If you’re considering selling or 
need help managing your 

property, please get in touch 
– I’d be happy to help.

anita.humphrey@harcourts.co.nz

Open: Monday-Friday 11.30am until late
Weekends 10am until late
Reservations: Book your table now to avoid 
disappointment, or order online for pick-up or 
delivery

Merry Christmas and Happy 2026!

We are closed Christmas Day,  
Boxing Day, and 1st-2nd January
 159 Kapiti Road, Paraparaumu     04 298 7277
@@ ciao@passo.nz | www.passo.nz

Back to contents

https://www.facebook.com/waikanaelionsgardentrail
https://www.laficelle.co.nz
https://www.coasttocoastblinds.co.nz
https://www.elitearb.co.nz
https://www.kapitiheritage.org.nz
https://www.passo.nz
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The rugged and untouched beach, bush, and 
beauty Aotearoa is known for can be found buried in 
the rolling hills and endless coastlines of Wairarapa. 
Not only that, but the region is dotted with quaint 
towns, bisected by coursing rivers, punctuated by 
lakes, and chocka with outdoor activities for any 
and all types of travellers. Make the most of it all 
with a Wairarapa summer spent under the golden 
rays and blue skies. 
The towns of this region are vast and varied – 
each one has its own personality and plenty of 
charm. Featherston is characterised by antique 
stores, bookshops, and specialty eateries. The 
wine haven of Martinborough or boutique Greytown 
are both refined and quirky. Masterton offers big-
city business with a country edge, while Carterton 
enjoys a thriving arts and cultural calendar. 
With yet more settlements, pockets, and towns, 
ubiquitous throughout is breathtaking scenery, 
plenty of entertainment, cultural capers, and swaths 
of forests, plains, and beaches, with no shortage of 
picturesque hotspots. Explore the great outdoors by 
camping, fishing, horseback riding, rafting, climbing, 
biking, hiking, boating, and multi-day tramping. 
The sun doesn’t dip below the horizon until well into 
the nighttime in Wairarapa. Spend a weekend – or 
a week – anywhere in the region and you’ll enjoy 
evenings that stretch on forever. When the curtain 
of night finally falls, a blanket of stars scatters 
across the heavens in the region’s accredited 
International Dark Sky Reserve.

Sun, sand, and stars

Summer times 
– heading north

The Festival of Pots and Garden Art returns to 
Anam Cara Gardens in Ōtaki over the Wellington 
Anniversary long weekend, from the 15th to the 19th 
of January 2026, bringing together a stunning array 
of New Zealand art in a beautiful garden setting.
Hosted by the Ōtaki Pottery Club, the festival 
showcases work from artists across the country, 
featuring ceramics, paintings, stone and wood 
carvings, and garden sculpture. It’s a celebration 
of creativity that attracts visitors from near and far 
each summer.
Wander through the picturesque grounds and enjoy 
a relaxed day surrounded by art, music, and nature. 
The onsite café provides delicious refreshments, 
making it easy to take your time and soak in the 
atmosphere.
The festival also offers hands-on experiences for 
all ages, including free have-a-go pottery sessions 
where visitors can try wheel-throwing or hand-
building with clay. Guest artist talks throughout 
the event give fascinating insight into the creative 
process behind the work on display.
A special Friday late night event invites guests to 
stay on, bring a picnic, and enjoy live music under 
the summer sky – a perfect way to experience the 
festival in a new way.
Entry costs very little for adults and is free for 
students and children. Open daily from 10am to 
4pm, the Festival of Pots and Garden Art is an 
inspiring celebration of art, community, and the joy 
of creativity on the Kāpiti Coast.

The joy of creativity

www.otakipotteryclub.org

Festival of Pots 
& Garden Art 2026

January 15  - 19thth

10am - 4pm

Anam Cara Gardens
150 Rangiuru Rd Ōtaki
Have-a-go - Artist Demos - Art for sale

Late night Friday 16  until 8pm - BBQ food availableth

SHOP ONLINE: www.hebebotanicals.co.nz

Completely natural.  

8 hours complete 
protection by 
independent analysis.  

Approved for use  
in all countries  
(see our website for 
testimonials)

Open days: 20th & 21st Dec, 27th to 31st Dec 
2025 & 1st to 11th, 17th to 19th, 24th, 25th 

Jan 2026 – 10am-3pm

Pick your own Lavender!

351 Dalefield Road, Carterton. Ph 06 379 7073
Visit our onsite or online shop for all your lavender goodies 

www.lavenderabbey.co.nz

Parking Galore • Wheelchair access • EFTPOS available 
$5 Entry p/p, $5 PYO bunch

Upper Hutt Store: 31-45 Lane Street, Wallaceville

Porirua Store: 11 Commerce Crescent, Waitangirua

Masterton Store: 48 Victoria Street

Levin Store: 20 Cambridge Street South

Palmerston North Store: 46 West Street

• Designer Fashions • Books • Family Clothing 
• Bric a Brac • Footwear • Household Goods

OPEN 6 DAYS tues-sun

3000 fresh items arriving daily 
at every SaveMart

For more information visit 
www.savemart.co.nz
Or call 09 622 1759 

We will only be closed on the stat days

Back to contents

https://www.savemart.co.nz
https://www.lavenderabbey.co.nz
https://www.hebebotanicals.co.nz
https://www.otakipotteryclub.org
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Wandering Eye on Wellington

Nōku te Ao Capital E is moving

Wellington Museum has opened Based On A True 
Story: The 20th Anniversary Exhibition, a vibrant 
tribute to the first studio album by Fat Freddy’s 
Drop. Running until the 8th of March, the show 
takes fans inside the making and success of the 
country’s longest-charting album.
A colourful arrangement of music, art, and 
interactives, the taonga on display includes DJ 
Mu’s Akai MPC 2000, Tony Chang’s cornet, Dobie 
Blaze’s Korg keyboard, and Fulla Flash’s 1958 
saxophone.
There’s fun nostalgia too. The exhibition includes 
the original fish ‘n’ chip menu painted by Otis 
Frizzell for the award-winning Wandering Eye 
music video and Hopepa’s famous All Star yellow 
tracksuit.
“There was so much incredible art, video, music, 
and stories behind the scenes to choose from 
Freddy’s – the band are impressive archivists. 
We’ve even got their music awards collection, set 
up as if in Freddy’s studio where they were kept on 
shelves above the kitchen sink,” senior curator Ian 
Wards says. “I wanted people to feel like they were 
stepping into the album.”
Visitors can get up close to original album art 
concept drawings, watch the behind-the-scenes 
footage, and share their own Fat Freddy’s Drop 
memories. Exit through the gift shop for exclusive 
Fat Freddy’s Drop t-shirts, vinyl records, and more.
Wellington Museum is open daily from 10am 
to 5pm, with free entry for New Zealand 
residents. More information is available at 
wellingtonmuseum.nz

With Te Matapihi ki te Ao Nui opening soon, tamariki 
and rangatahi can look forward to finding Nōku te Ao 
Capital E in the new Central Library from Saturday 
the 14th of March 2026.
After 11 amazing years, Nōku te Ao Capital E closes 
its doors at Queens Wharf on Friday the 12th of 
December in eager anticipation of a return to Te 
Ngākau as part of the Te Matapihi ki te Ao Nui 
whānau.
Nōku te Ao Capital E provides high-quality learning 
through play experiences for children, whānau, and 
schools. 
On the mezzanine level of the library, Nōku te Ao 
Capital E will continue to provide a free public play 
environment for under-fives. The new space – 
created by exhibition and  
experience designer Scott Parker and mana  
whenua advisor Ben Ngaia (Te Āti Awa) –  
connects tamariki and whānau to  
Te Whanganui-a-Tara pūrākau and taiao through 
creativity and high and low-energy play.
On level two, Nōku te Ao Capital E will have incredible 
new digital learning studios, OnTV and MediaLab, 
where ākonga use their digital creativity to share 
their stories and shape their futures. A hands-
on, playful, and purposeful approach connects 
curriculum to ākonga aspirations, communities, and 
career pathways.
Programming for early childhood centres will be 
available. During term-time, Nōku  
te Ao Capital E will host free activities for ages zero 
to five in the play environment, and during school 
holidays tamariki can attend bookable workshops 
throughout  
Te Matapihi ki te Ao Nui. Visit ntace.nz

https://www.ntace.nz
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Unlock a world of possibilities

In a central 
location, St Mark’s 
is an independent, 
Anglican school 
that offers the 
International 
Baccalaureate 
(IB) Primary Years 
Programme (PYP) 
to boys and girls 
from Preschool to 
Year 8. 
The PYP 
represents a 
model of world-
class educational 
practice, setting 
up our tamariki 
to respond 
confidently to the 
challenges and 
opportunities in a 
rapidly changing 
world. 
Led by Tumuaki, 
Mrs Betty Brown, 
tamariki from St 
Mark’s have been 
making their mark 
in Wellington this 
year – winning 
the Central 
Zones, Swimming 
Championships, 
Regional 
Tournament 
of Minds 

Competition, NIWA Science Fair, and Central Zone 
Speech Competitions. 
“We are incredibly proud of our students for 
these outstanding achievements. Their success 
across such diverse disciplines – speech, 
STEM, and sport is a true reflection of our 
holistic approach to education. Our students 
are not just excelling in the classroom; they 
are demonstrating excellence in all aspects of 
their lives. These wins underscore St Mark’s 
School’s role as a small school with a big impact, 
nurturing talent and celebrating success within 
the Wellington community.” 
Our programme fosters compassionate and 
knowledgeable students who are ready to take 
on the world! Come and have a tour now and see 
how we can help your tamariki. 
Get in touch to organise a Principal’s Tour of St 
Mark’s School and Preschool on Dufferin Street 
for your whole whānau now by emailing 
enrol@st-marks.school.nz

Summer times

68
TARANAKI

STREET CAR 
PARK

near Dixon St & 
Courtenay pl 

next to 
Les Mills 

Gym

PARKING 68 Taranaki Street
FROM ONLY $2.00 per half hour

$16 ($18 multiple entry) Early Bird before 10am till 7pm, $24 Max per weekday,  
$7 Overnight, $3 weekends first hour,  then $2 per hour,  max $7

Monthly rates available 0508 447 275

Shoppers Parks on lower level for 
2 Hrs at normal rates

Hotel Special $25 per 24hrs
(multiple entry)

Nights Only $7.00 7pm til 8am

Happy Holidays everyone! We are open right 
through the summer including all the stat days!

Featuring original New Zealand and
International Art by over 60 Artists with

over 200 works on display.

 1B Bell Street, Whanganui
(A short walk from the Sarjeant Gallery)

www.artbytheriver.co.nz

Contemporary Art Gallery

Emerging and Established NZ Artists.
International Artists such as Banksy, Picasso,

Dali, Warhol, Hirst, Haring, and more. 

Domestic & Worldwide Shipping Available
Open Wednesday to Sunday

New exhibition, Beginning on
now. Specially priced works to

begin your art collection.

Tel: 021 287 4229

mailto:enrol@st-marks.school.nz
https://www.st-marks.school.nz
https://www.artbytheriver.co.nz
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Rewrite the future for children

A year in Art by the River

Reha eats Plumpy’Nut at the Gambella Primary 
Hospital in Ethiopia.

Most of us hope to leave the world a little 
better than we found it. One of the simplest, 
most meaningful ways to do that is by leaving 
a gift in your Will. For UNICEF, legacy gifts are 
transformative, helping ensure children everywhere 
have the essentials every Kiwi would want for their 
own tamariki: safe water, nutritious food, education, 
healthcare, and protection.
Legacy donor Geoff Wane has chosen to leave a gift 
in his Will to UNICEF, because he sees how children 
bear the brunt of increasing social and economic 
inequality.
“UNICEF has a proven record of success that few 
can match. I hope my legacy can help add to that 
and bring some smiles back to the faces of children 
who have done no harm themselves,” he says.
You don’t even need to be wealthy to make 
a difference.  Many choose to leave a small 
percentage of their estate, ensuring their loved 
ones are cared for while supporting a cause that 
matters to them. Others leave a set amount as their 
gift.
So why choose UNICEF? We have worked for 
children for more than 75 years, in over 190 
countries, including some of the world’s toughest 
places. Legacy gifts help us respond quickly in 
emergencies, deliver life-saving supplies within 48 
hours, and run long-term programmes that break 
poverty cycles. They also help fund vaccination, 
education, and nutrition initiatives that reach 
millions of children every year.
A gift in your Will means a future where more 
children not only survive, but thrive. To find out 
more, visit www.unicef.org.nz

Set in Whanganui’s beautifully restored former 
Druids building on Bell Street minutes from the 
Sarjeant Gallery, Art by the River has, in just one 
year, become a destination gallery for art lovers 
across New Zealand. With its three gallery spaces, 
heritage character, and thoughtfully curated 
exhibitions, the gallery presents over 60 artists and 
more than 200 works at any given time.
This summer, Art by the River celebrates its 
first anniversary with a special exhibition titled 
Beginning. The exhibition invites visitors to start – 
or deepen – their journey with original art. For the 
occasion, many of the gallery’s represented artists 
are exhibiting works priced at $1000 or less, 
offering an exciting opportunity for new collectors 
to acquire pieces by artists whose works often sell 
for many thousands. It’s an inspiring way to ‘begin’ 
– both for collectors taking their first step and for 
the gallery entering its next chapter.
Alongside outstanding New Zealand artists, the 
gallery also features an impressive selection of 
international names including Picasso, Damien 
Hirst, Banksy, Andy Warhol, Salvador Dalí, Keith 
Haring, and others. Visitors often comment on 
the gallery’s mix of scale and intimacy – “a really 
impressive range of art in a stunning building”, 
wrote one, while another called it “one of the best 
national dealer galleries we’ve seen”.
Art by the River is open Wednesday to Sunday. 
Visit artbytheriver.co.nz for opening hours, 
appointments, and more. 

LEAVE A
LASTING GIFT

IN YOUR WILL.
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Summer times 
– Manawatū

Brent Harris: Home and Back 
Again

Peculiar characters, ghostly shadows, and snow-
capped mountains inhabit the world of Brent 
Harris. These works tell the story of a young man 
in the 1970s who, at just 22, separated from his 
wife, came out, and left Papaioea – Palmerston 
North in a brave act of self-discovery.
Exploring Harris’ practice from the perspective of 
home, the exhibition Home and Back Again plays 
gently on the saying ‘to hell and back again’, which 
refers to the idea of surviving pain and hardship. 
Themes include his fraught relationship with 
his parents and apprehension about mortality, 
contrast with the serene North Island landscape, 
and the work of artists who nurtured him here, at 
his local art gallery, in regional Aotearoa. 
Today, Harris lives in Melbourne and is one of 
Australia’s most well-known artists. Home and 
Back Again is a pathway for him to return and 
share the experiences that gave him courage to 
find beauty within discomfort – showing us how art 
can truly instigate change in our lives.
This exhibition is supported by Creative New 
Zealand and runs from the 6th of December to 
the 19th of July at Te Manawa, which stands at 
the cultural heart of Palmerston North and is 
open seven days from 10am to 5pm. Over the 
festive season, Te Manawa will only be closed 
on Christmas Day, Boxing Day, and New Year’s 
Day. With free general admission, head to www.
temanawa.co.nz to plan your visit today. Nau mai, 
haere mai!

Unwind in Style at the Heart of Palmerston North  
– Perfect for Weekend Escapes, Business Stays, and Family Getaways!

06 357 1199
www.alavistamotel.co.nz
171 Fitzherbert Avenue, 

Palmerston North

50 Park Road, Palmerston North 
Phone 06 357 2684

www.lidoaquaticcentre.co.nz

Relax, swim, soak or work out! 
Have fun with your family 
at Palmerston North’s Lido 

Aquatic Centre!

https://www.alavistamotel.co.nz
https://www.lidoaquaticcentre.co.nz
https://www.temanawa.co.nz
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Make your 
visit last a 
whole year!

Check out visitzealandia.com
Family membership includes 2 adults + 3 kids. 

Family memberships just $99
Let the kids run wild - visit as often as you like for a whole year!

Ts and Cs apply. See website for details. Add additional adults to a family membership for just 
$32 and additional kids for just $15. Family members must reside in the same household. 
Photo by Lucy Broad.

https://www.visitzealandia.com
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Summer times
Check out summer events in 
Porirua

Summer has (finally) arrived and the holiday season 
is drawing near. There are plenty of free and fun 
events coming up in Porirua, so make sure to put the 
following dates in your calendar. 
Holiday festivities officially kick off on the 7th 
of December with Kirihimete in the City at Te 
Rauparaha Park. From 4:30pm to 7pm, come along 
with friends and whānau to purchase food and 
Christmas gifts from local stallholders. Warm up your 
vocal cords to sing along to some well-known carols 
with Nick Tansley. If the weather turns non-festive, 
everything will move inside Te Rauparaha Arena.
Once we’re into the new year, get ready for a long 
Wellington Anniversary weekend of live music and 
dancing as part of the free Summer Concert Series, 
from 6pm to 8pm each night between the 16th and 
19th of January. Back again on Adventure Park, off 
Discovery Drive in Whitby, pack a picnic and get your 
dancing shoes on for four nights of fabulous live 
music from local bands.
Tākaro (play) events are also happening across 
Porirua during December, January, and February, 
all free. Our brand-new play trailer, Wā Tākaro, is 
hitting the road this summer packed with exciting 
play equipment, sports gear, and loose parts for epic 
whānau fun. 
Gear up for an action-packed Waitangi Day event 
featuring live music, activities, and stalls at Te 
Rauparaha Park, Te Rauparaha Arena, Pātaka Art 
+ Museum, and Te Awarua-o-Porirua Harbour from 
12pm to 5pm.
Check www.poriruacity.govt.nz for more.

DASH SWIM 
SCHOOL

04 237 1518
Dash@poriruacity.govt.nz

04 237 1518 • Dash@poriruacity.govt.nz
www.terauparaha-arena.co.nz/cannons-creek-pool/dash-swim-school

We have a class for every 
level of confidence and 
ability – from babies just 
learning about water, through 
to classes to support elite 
training squads.

Our aim is to improve the 
water safety abilities of our 
community one person at a 
time.

Every dish is a 
celebration of 

flavour. Every visit 
feels like home

Serving Pepe’s pies · Loaded fries 
Seafood boil · Burgers · Kids menu

Open 8am-3pm 
10 Broken Hill Road, Kenepuru, Porirua 

027 322 3215 | Follow us on Facebook

https://www.terauparaha-arena.co.nz/cannons-creek-pool/dash-swim-school
https://www.poriruanz.com


12

Summer times

The National Aquarium of 
New Zealand is home to 
saltwater, freshwater, and 
land animal exhibits from 
New Zealand and around 
the world. The 1.5-million-
litre Oceanarium, which 
you can experience 
with a walk through 
an underwater viewing 
tunnel, showcases the 
variety of aquatic species 

that exist in Hawke’s Bay, including stingrays, 
kingfish, hāpuku, snapper, and more. Watch 
the famous little penguins feed and play in the 
Penguin Cove, and connect with native wildlife like 
tuatara and kiwi.

Minigolf has been a 
staple of Napier’s Marine 
Parade since the 1940s. 
What began simply as 
a large putting green 
has developed into Par2 
Minigolf, guaranteed 
fun for you and the 
kids. Located adjacent 
to the local isite, you’ll 
enjoy panoramic views 
of the coast of Hawke’s 

Bay while you compete on one of two courses: 
Pacific Pro-Am or Deco Drive. The former is a 
quintessential minigolf course, full of wacky angles, 
tricky water hazards, and tree obstacles. Deco 
Drive is a complex course with organic curves and 
harsh slopes. 

There is always something 
new and exciting to 
discover at the MTG 
Hawke’s Bay. This award-
winning museum is 
made up of three distinct 
buildings – an art deco 
masterpiece, a modernist 
gem, and a light-filled 
gallery that looks out 
across the Pacific 
Ocean. The museum’s 

collections tell historic stories of the region and 
beyond, including the 1931 earthquake that 
devastated the region and the legacy of art deco 
architecture that is still celebrated today. Their 
fabulous shop also sells a range of beautiful cards, 
gifts, books, and mementos. 

Ignite your imagination 
at the Faraday Museum 
of Technology, where 
hands-on adventures 
await visitors of all ages! 
Discover interactive 
exhibits where you can 
touch, play, and explore 
the wonders of science, 
technology, and history 
in exciting ways. From 
historic appliances and 

engines to energy sources and games, there’s so 
much to see and uncover. A magical place where 
history comes to life anew, the Faraday Museum 
of Technology offers an experience you won’t 
forget that’s perfect for families and anyone with a 
curious mind!

Par2 Minigolf 

MTG Hawke’s Bay 

Faraday Museum 
of Technology

The National Aquarium 
of NZ

Photo by Molly Rose Nilsson.

Book your 
adventure with 
our Hawke’s Bay 
experts today!

Call 0800 84 74 88  
or visit napiernz.com

Our team can book 
accommodation, popular 
activities, bike hire  
and more. Trusted advice  
with no booking fees.

https://www.napiernz.com
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Ocean Spa is Napier’s 
premier heated pool and 
fitness complex located 
on Marine Parade. 
Boasting open-air, heated, 
and chlorinated pools 
and spas with panoramic 
ocean views, visitors can 
enjoy a range of options 
from the toddler pool to 
therapeutic pools with 
water fountains and pool 

jets. Visitors can unwind in spacious outdoor spa 
pools and refuel with a coffee or bite to eat at Bach 
Café. Centrally located, Ocean Spa is the perfect 
spot to relax and re-energise, rain or shine. 

You don’t have to wait for 
hot summer days to enjoy 
a day in the water. Napier 
Aquatic Centre is open 
year-round for water-based 
exercise and fun. Three 
pools means everyone can 
jump in – choose from 
the five-lane 25-metre 
lap pool for walking and 
lane swimming, the 
disability-friendly six-lane 

Ivan Wilson Pool, or the learners’ pool complete 
with toddler pool and mini waterfall. The complex 
also features waterslides, a spray park open from 
October to March, a beautiful outdoor area, and 
relaxing spas. Jump in and have fun!

Known for its unique 
atmosphere, Hawke’s Bay 
Farmyard Zoo provides a 
safe, clean environment 
with informative signage, 
limestone walkways, 
and a picnic area to 
accommodate large 
groups such as birthday 
parties and work 
functions. The animals 
at the zoo include pigs, 

sheep and calves, ostriches, alpacas, turtles, 
peacocks, and many more, and kids will have the 
opportunity to get up close and feed some of them. 
With a playground, train rides, and pony rides 
available, the hardest part will be getting the family 
back into the car. 

Located near the heart of 
Napier, Kennedy Park is 
an accommodation option 
that’s fun for the whole 
whānau. There is so much 
to do onsite that you’ll be 
tempted to spend entire 
days on the premises. 
Kids and adults will love 
the heated swimming 
complex, basketball half 
court, and giant outdoor 

chess board. Stroll the gardens or relax at the 
café while the tamariki let loose at the adventure 
playground and on the colourful jumping pillow. 
Spend time in the games room playing pool, table-
top games, or air hockey together as a family. 

Kennedy Park

Hawke’s Bay 
Farmyard Zoo 

Napier Aquatic Centre

Ocean Spa

PUTT, PLAY
AND ENJOY

THE VIEW!

By the Soundshell, by the sea | Marine Parade, Napier

Open 7 days | 9:30am - 4.00pm
www.par2golf.co.nz | 06 834 0248 

https://www.par2golf.co.nz
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Breathe | Mauri Ora, an Immersive Journey into Nature by 
Marshmallow Laser Feast is more than an exhibition – it’s 
a multi-sensory adventure that will captivate visitors of 
all ages.

From 13 December 2025 to 27 April 2026, Te Papa is host 
to this spectacular, digital art experience which uses 
cutting-edge technology to bring the wonders of the 
natural world to life. This is a rare chance for the whole 
whānau to explore nature in a way you’ve never seen 
before in Aotearoa New Zealand.

Visitors will love wandering through awe-inspiring 
video installations on a grand scale, where towering 
trees, flowing tides, and cosmic wonders unfold before 
your eyes. Children will marvel at the vibrant visuals 
and sounds, while adults take in the deeper themes of 
connection and wellbeing. It’s an experience that sparks 
curiosity and imagination for every generation.

Adding to the magic, voice-led meditations narrated by 
Cate Blanchett will gently guide your journey through the 
exhibition. You’ll encounter evocative works on paper, 
become a droplet of crystal-clear water, share breath 

with a rainforest tree, and be stardust in the cosmos. 
These meditative moments create a sense of calm and 
wonder that families can enjoy together.

For those looking to dive a little deeper, an optional 
25-minute virtual reality experience offers an 
extraordinary journey inside the breath itself – This 
unique VR artwork has been described as “mind-
blowingly fabulous” and like stepping into another 
dimension.

An exciting events season includes an exclusive opening 
party, a full-day wellbeing symposium, an evening panel 
talk, interactive tours, and more – there’s something for 
everyone! 

With its interactive and sensory elements, stunning 
visuals, and soundscapes that transport you to another 
world, this is an experience that you and your family will 
talk about long after you leave the gallery.  

Give the gift of an extraordinary experience this 
Christmas: gift vouchers are available for the exhibition or 
take a friend to one of the immersive events. A chance to 
celebrate together, slow down, and breathe.

Discover an unforgettable family 
adventure this summer at Te Papa!
Looking for something extraordinary to do with the whānau this summer? Step into a 
world where art, technology, and nature come together in breathtaking harmony. 

Breathe | Mauri Ora: An Immersive Journey into Nature by Marshmallow Laser Feast is at Te Papa from 13 December 2025 to 27 April 2026.

Tickets: Adults: $30 | Children (under 16): $15 | Under 5: Free | Family Pass (2 adults + up to 3 children): $75

Book your tickets now or surprise someone with a gift card: tepapa.nz/Breathe

Images: Marshmallow Laser Feast: Works of Nature, 2023, ACMI. Photo © Eugene Hyland

https://www.tepapa.nz/breathe
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Hot Water Beach, Taupō.

Everything under the sun

Summer on the water in Aotearoa is almost 
synonymous with Lake Taupō. With hot, sunny 
days, a bustling centre, and plenty of lakeside fun, 
families and friends will have the time of their lives 
in this special district. 
Starting with a hop, dip, and a jump into the lake, 
opt for a kayak, jet boat, or catamaran experience. 
There are so many hidden coves and oodles of 
scenic hotspots that are only accessible by boat, 
plus, when the temperatures get high, you can jump 
right into the crystal-clear water for a refresher!
Summer is the best time of year to do something 
extreme, and Taupō has everything under the sun. 
Choose from any number of adrenaline-inducing 
activities such as sky diving, bungy jumping, or 
whitewater rafting.
If you get caught in a summer shower or you 
want to hide from the heat, make haste to Taupō 
Museum and Art Gallery. From here, visitors can 
travel to faraway lands and back in time, explore 
contemporary creativity and get a glimpse of the 
future of art. While there, don’t forget to visit the 
100% Pure New Zealand Ora – Garden of Wellbeing, 
which was designated a Garden of National 
Significance in 2008. 
There are plenty of other leisurely activities in Taupō 
as well. Fancy a spot of golf? Or maybe a cultural or 
history tour is more your speed. Walking trails are 
ubiquitous and the beautiful boardwalk stretches for 
miles. Sample from the city’s gastronomic scene or 
enjoy a lakeside treat beneath the golden rays.

to recharge yourselves while fulfilling 
Tongariro – Turangi – Taupo journeys!

Stop into our café in the heart of 
Turangi Town Centre

35 Tūrangi Town Centre, Tūrangi 
Ph: 07 217 8888 | Open 7 days 8am-3.30pm

FourB Bike Shop & Tours - Taupo’s ultimate bike shop for retail, 
bike hire shuttles and guides. Accessible to Great Lake Trails, 

Huka River Trails, Craters Mtb Park and much more!
Use code - ‘wellington’ at checkout on our Huka Geothermal 

River loop for your discount
413 Huka Falls rd  |  info@FOURB.nz  |  07 3748154
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Summer times 
– Rotorua

Inside your imagination

A taste of Kiwi heritage

A little secret about Rotorua is that from this 
Kiwi town you can travel through time and space, 
around the world and to places unknown… 
photographically, that is! 3D Trick Art Gallery is the 
only one of its kind in New Zealand and features 
over 50 life-size, realistic 2D paintings that 
come alive through your camera and your poses, 
changing them to 3D imagery. All you have to do is 
jump in to create epic pictures and fun memories.
There are five themed sections in the gallery. 
In Classic Art, visitors can step inside famous 
paintings. Kiwi Life is inspired by New Zealand 
culture and history. Visitors can explore glaciers 
and outer space while putting their creativity to 
the test in the Challenge section. Create your own 
mythical story in the Fantasy area. Grand Nature 
celebrates New Zealand’s natural landscape.  
Escape from the jaws of a giant crocodile, make a 
break from a great white shark, or leap from the 
clutches of a goliath octopus. Scale mountains and 
traverse waterfalls. Fancy a trip to the Moon? Or 
perhaps you’d prefer to explore Venice, a glacier, 
or fly away in a hot air balloon. Talk about an 
Instagram-worthy vacation!
Located on the grounds of Rotorua Heritage Farm 
just an eight-minute drive from the centre of town, 
3D Trick Art Gallery is a fun, family-friendly activity 
come rain or shine. From within the dry and heated 
gallery, you can embark on countless once-in-a-
lifetime adventures all in one day – the only limit is 
your imagination and creativity.

Much of New Zealand’s history is tied to 
farming and agriculture. These industries were 
instrumental in the early years of our nation and 
remain a huge part of Kiwi life to this day. Our 
fertile soil, abundant rain, and gentle rolling hills 
make our country perfect for growing tasty fruit 
and veggies and raising animals for produce or 
food.  
If you’d like to experience life on the farm, see 
what many Kiwis do on a day-to-day basis, and 
learn about where our food comes from, hop on 
The Farm Tour in Rotorua. 
Rotorua Heritage Farm is located just outside the 
town centre alongside the famous 3D Trick Art 
Gallery. Established in the 1930s, the working 
farm first started hosting tours in the 1930s to 
show visitors what life in Aotearoa was like, and 
has recently started them up again, using the 
iconic red covered trailer towed by a tractor to 
guide people all the way around the farm. 
During the one-hour guided experience, visitors 
will hear stories about life on the farm and be 
introduced to all kinds of farm animals, including 
sheep, cattle, deer, ostrich, and alpaca. Not 
only will you be allowed to get up close to all the 
creatures, but you’ll get to pat and feed them too!
As a working farm, Rotorua Heritage Farm is open 
regardless of weather – so pull on your gumboots 
and roll up your sleeves to get stuck in on The 
Farm Tour. 

FUN FOR THE 
WHOLE FAMILY
An experience 
you will 
never forget

EXPERIENCE 
what a typical 
New Zealand 
working farm 
is like

THE PERFECT 
PHOTO-OP!
Get ready to step 
into the picture-
perfect world

SEE  
a wide variety
of native wildlife 
and hand feed 
different farm 
animals

IMMERSE 
YOURSELF 

An activity 
for all ages 

and abilities

GUIDED  
1  HOUR TOUR

with educational 
information 

about the farm

171 Fairy Springs Rd, Rotorua | Phone 07 349 0920
www.3dtrickart.co.nz | info@3dtrickart.co.nz | www.thefarmtour.co.nz | info@thefarmtour.co.nz

Great location in the main tourism area of Rotorua

Visit the farm tour!

Back to contents

https://www.3dtrickart.co.nz
https://www.thefarmtour.co.nz
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Retire in Wellington City

The demand for retirement homes in Wellington 
City has reached an all-time peak. Existing 
retirement homes in the capital have expressed 
long waiting lists, leaving future residents to wait 
for long periods with the hope that a home will 
eventually become available. To address this 
demand and shortage, Wellington-based property 
developer Thames Pacific has been working 
closely with Enliven, one of New Zealand’s leading 
providers of retirement living and elder support, 
on an exciting new retirement village development 
in Wellington called Kilmarnock. Enliven is part 
of Presbyterian Support Central, a not-for-profit 
organisation that has been supporting people and 
communities across the region for more than 100 
years. 
Kilmarnock, Wellington’s newest retirement village, 
is located in the heart of Berhampore. The village 
is positioned on a flat, elevated site with views 
across the Mornington Golf Club. Kilmarnock 
Village offers easy access to city convenience, 
with the Wellington CBD only a 10-minute drive 
away. Shops, cafés, and public transport are within 
walking distance, and the Mornington Golf Club 
and popular City to Sea Walkway are right outside 
the gate. 
Kilmarnock Village is designed to support 
independent living. It features modern homes with 
private outdoor spaces, shared amenities, and 
optional support services ideal for residents who 
wish to maintain their independence while enjoying 
social connection and a secure living environment.
Our village offers a range of one, two, and three-
bedroom homes to suit your lifestyle – from 
compact options perfect for singles to larger 
homes with space for guests. All homes are 
standalone, single-level, and include either car 
parking or a garage. They are designed to meet 
Lifemark® 4 Sustainable Ageing design standards. 
The village also features a range of onsite shared 
facilities, including a community centre, residents’ 
workshop, vegetable garden, putting green, and 
croquet lawn. The community centre is a multi-use 
space that features an activity lounge, residents’ 
lounge, dining and kitchen area, and a library. An 
outdoor terrace and balcony overlooking the golf 
course further enhance the space. The community 
centre also serves as Enliven’s administrative hub 
for the village. 
The expected completion date for this development 
is April 2028, but you can secure your home today 
with a refundable deposit, with no further payment 
required until completion. We welcome you to visit 
and discover this development at our onsite sales 
suite, open daily between 10am and 4pm. 
Together, Thames Pacific and Enliven are 
committed to supporting the wellbeing of 
Wellington’s retirement community by delivering 
efficiently designed homes that respond to the 
strong need and demand for quality retirement 
living in this area.

Retirement living in Wellington

20 Morton Street, Kingston, Wellington

Enquire Now 0800 820 555 www.kilmarnock.nz
DISCLAIMER: Based on the availability and pricing as at November 2025, pricing is indicative only starting at NZ$598,000, and is subject to change. Please refer to a current price list. This document has been prepared solely for marketing purposes only. Every precaution has been taken to 
establish the accuracy of the material. No responsibility will be taken for any errors or omissions. Capital and rental values rise and fall according to market conditions. The market information provided in this publication is not and should not be construed as an offer to sell or the solicitation 
of an offer to purchase property.**A $2000 refundable deposit will sit in the Covenant Trustees Trust account. Registered as a Retirement Village pursuant to the Retirement Villages Act 2003 Registration Number 2755682. Purchasers should seek independent legal financial, accounting, 
technical, and other advise.

Standalone Single Level Villas

Secure your spot with a $2000 Refundable Deposit

Community Centre overlooking Golf Course

1, 2, 3, Bedroom Options Available

All Villas have a carparking or garages

Village operated by Enliven

Designed to Lifemark 4 Design Standard

Registration Number 2755682 pursuant to the Retirement 
Villages Act 2003.

$2000 Refundable Deposit 
and Nothing to Pay Until Completion of Development

20 Morton Street, Kingston

onsite
Sales Suite

OPEN DAILY, 10AM - 4PM

Villas priced from off-the-plans$598,000

https://www.kilmarnock.nz
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– South Island travel

Much to do in Murchison

Pamper yourself

Sunny season specialties

413 Upper Buller Gorge Road, SH6, Murchison
0800 BULLER (285 537) - Ph 03 523 9809 | www.bullergorge.co.nz

New Zealand’s 
longest 
swingbridge!

• Cometline & 
   Supaman ride

• Jetboat Thrill ride 

• NZ’s longest
   swingbridge

• Walking & hiking

• Gold Panning

DISCOVER HISTORIC GOLD RUSH TOWN 
MURCHISON 
We are proud to be an ideal base for 
your Old Ghost Road mountain bike trail 
& all Murchison attractions

03 523 9248 | 0800 228 080 | kiwipark.co.nz
170 Fairfax St, Murchison

Lewis Pass, South Island, New Zealand         www.maruiahotsprings.nz

Gift tranquility.
Discover renewal

Step onto our new Thermal
Tranquility Rooms and soak in
your own private outdoor mineral bath
– fed by pure geothermal water from 
beneath the Southern Alps.

Gift natural experiences of rest, warmth and connection this Christmas.

Gift Vouchers Available

Murchison is synonymous with outdoor adventure. 
Located in the heart of the beautiful Tasman 
District, this bustling town combines rural charm 
and natural beauty. Home to unique activities, 
delicious eateries, and fun accommodation options, 
Murchison is a terrific summer escape. 
There is plenty to see and do in town. Aside from 
eating your way through Murchison’s cafés, visit the 
museum to learn all about the area’s coal mining 
history. The heritage buildings are picturesque and 
the perfect photo-op. 
Murchison is known as New Zealand’s whitewater 
capital thanks to the nearby Buller Gorge. An 
adrenaline junkie’s haven, the gorge provides 
endless fun through jetboating experiences, 
rafting opportunities, and more at the Buller Gorge 
Adventure Park.
If extreme isn’t your thing, take a wander over 
Aotearoa’s longest swingbridge, go panning for 
gold, enjoy a day of fly fishing, or experience nature 
at Nelson Lakes National Park, Victoria Forest Park, 
or along the West Coast.

Summertime holidays call for relaxation and 
restoration. Indulge at Maruia Hot Springs, where 
the waters have long been harnessed for physical 
and emotional wellbeing. The geothermal waters that 
flow from the Lewis Pass Scenic Reserve are infused 
with natural minerals and trace elements, which 
offer health benefits that include improved sleep and 
circulation, reduced stress and anxiety, and relief for 
arthritis, and sore muscles and joints.
In their new Thermal Tranquility Rooms and Suite, 
you can step onto a private deck to soak in your very 
own outdoor bath fed by natural geothermal waters 
while taking in the beauty of the bushclad Southern 
Alps and Maruia River. 
With calming interiors, curated comforts, and 
exclusive access to all wellness facilities, the Thermal 
Tranquility Rooms and Suite feature generous 
bedrooms, spacious living areas, and thoughtfully 
designed amenities to give guests a boutique 
experience where they can indulge in self-care in 
complete privacy and luxury. 
It’s the ultimate wellness escape. 

Kaikōura comes alive once the warm weather 
starts rolling over the ranges and settling across 
the peninsula. Days spent frolicking in the waves, 
strolling in the long afternoons, and enjoying the 
vibrant town centre are what Kaikōura summers 
are made of. 
Your first order of business should be to jump 
straight into the ocean. Go swimming with 
dolphins. Dive beneath the surface on a scuba 
tour. Hire a fishing charter to catch dinner. Sign up 
for a surfing lesson. Whatever you do, don’t miss 
out on Kaikōura’s calling card: a whale-watching 
expedition!
On land, visitors can explore the Kaikōura 
Peninsula Walkway. Stroll the coastal route to 
Fyffe House and the Point Kean seal colony and 
summit the clifftop for breathtaking vistas of the 
headlands. The Kaikōura Ranges and Mt Fyffe are 
perfect for biking, hiking, camping, and more.
Kaikōura will make for a summer holiday chocka 
with cheer and filled with fun.

Kawatiri (Buller) River.

https://www.bullergorge.co.nz
https://www.kiwipark.co.nz
https://www.maruiahotsprings.nz
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To reach us, please give us a call at 03 522 4413 
Call 027 549 3784 to book our Bee talk. 

or check out our website for further details www.nelsonhoney.com
276 Kohatu-Kawatiri Highway, Motupiko Tasman, Nelson 7072

Experience Nelson Honey’s premium Mānuka honey, luxurious Royal 
Nectar skincare & advanced bee-venom wellness products 
Crafted in New Zealand – Delivered worldwide! 
Come along to our Bee talk in the honey shop (see the real Bees!)

Real Fruit Ice-Cream

available over summer!

255 Kohatu-Kawatiri HWY, Motupiko Tasman, Nelson 7072
Check out our website! www.quinneysbush.co.nz

Non-Powered Sites
Powered Sites

Cabins
Caravans

Camp Easy Tents

Waterslide
Flying Fox

River Swimming
Campfires

Dog Friendly

A panoramic luxury destination to 
relax on the stunning Kina Peninsula!

BOOK YOUR 2026 GETAWAYS TODAY
Phone 03 526 6840 | 027 33 22 168
193 Kina Peninsula Road, Tasman

almyrawaterfrontlodge.co.nz
Phone Chrissy and Gary on 021 0876 7992

www.destinationtasman.co.nz

• Airport Transfers
• Motueka Taxis shuttle service

throughout the Tasman area

• Cycle transport to mountain
bike trails and along the
“Great Taste trail”

Photo by Tim Cuff.

Discover the South Island’s 
largest fenced Sanctuary

Immerse yourself in nature...

651 Brook St, Nelson | brooksanctuary.org.nz

Opening days vary – please check our website for 
details. Pack a lunch, explore pristine forest, spot 
abundant birdlife, or join a guided tour – all just  

10 minutes from Nelson City.

Tuesday - Friday 10am - 3pm     Sunday 10am - 2pm

FREE ENTRY          140 High Street, Motueka

Whether passing through or staying for your
holidays, come explore the rich history of the
Motueka district at the Motueka District Museum.

Housed in a charming heritage building, the
museum offers a unique journey into the past. 

Photo: Kim Falconer

Summer times 
– South Island travel

Summer sparklers 

Special species 

Heavenly honey 

Visitors from across the globe come to New 
Zealand to visit the two National Parks of the 
Tasman District. With spectacular beaches, a 
vibrant arts and gastronomic scene, and activities 
galore, this little pocket of heaven will have you 
coming back again and again. 
Golden Bay is blessed with beautiful beaches. 
Go horseback riding, boating, and fishing around 
Farewell Spit. Catch a sunset from the top of 
Tākaka Hill and explore the geological formations 
of the Ngarua Caves. 
Motueka is eccentric and eclectic in equal 
measure. This quaint town is sun-kissed and 
brimming with boutiques, artist studios, and 
enticing eateries. Nelson is also known for its 
thriving arts and cultural scene, but there is no 
shortage of beautiful nature hotspots to explore in 
the vicinity either.
It’s a hop, skip, and a jump to Abel Tasman 
National Park or Kahurangi National Park from any 
of the townships, so take the opportunity to enjoy 
two of New Zealand’s hotspots when they’re at 
their most sunny and sparkly. 

690 hectares of protected native forest bustling 
with rare species sit just outside Nelson’s city 
centre. The Brook Waimārama Sanctuary is the 
South Island’s largest fully fenced eco-sanctuary 
and a beautiful place to reconnect with nature 
and immerse yourself in the mauri (life force) of 
Aotearoa’s unique environment.
There is plenty to see and do at Brook Waimārama 
Sanctuary. 15 kilometres of walking tracks are 
the perfect way to explore the sanctuary on your 
own. By following along the well-delineated trails 
suitable for all levels, you can explore the beauty 
of the native forest at your own pace. Guided tours 
are the way to go if you want to learn about New 
Zealand’s flora and fauna from specialists. With 
night and day experiences available, you can come 
face to face with native creatures of all kinds. 
Entry fees are invested back into the sanctuary, so 
they can continue to help the species that make 
Aotearoa unique. 

Discover Nelson Honey, a 100-year legacy crafted 
with passion and expertise. Following in the 
footsteps of his grandfather and father, third-
generation beekeeper Phillip Cropp established the 
company in 1973, and to this day Nelson Honey 
crafts high-quality, natural bee products that are 
designed to make you feel and look great.
From our delicious honey to our health care and 
beauty range, Nelson Honey is kept as natural 
as possible to ensure all the goodness is being 
passed on to you. Our honey adheres to the 
highest standards and is sourced from some of 
the purest parts of New Zealand. In fact, each jar 
holds a unique flavour and colour because it is 
100-percent pure honey.
Visit us in the summer for real fruit ice cream,
to join a bee talk to see the real bees, and for
honeydew straight from local rare beech trees.
Shop our huge range of health, beauty, and honey
with a big discount in store or online at
www.nelsonhoney.com

Farewell Spit.

Nelson Honey.

Back to contents

https://www.brooksanctuary.org.nz
https://www.nelsonhoney.com
https://www.almyrawaterfrontlodge.co.nz
https://www.destinationtasman.co.nz
https://www.quinneysbush.co.nz
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CONTRACTORS
LIMITED

BUILDING

https://www.stetsongroup.com



