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Dancing on the battlefield

Beneath the big top

Keli Holiday came from the mind of a man living 
off nothing but New Order records, beer, and the 
sheer excitement of exploring the city that never 
sleeps. Adam Hyde – one half of the 10-times 
platinum duo Peking Duk – had just wrapped up a 
two-month North American tour with back-to-back 
dates crammed in like sardines when he was told 
he had time for a holiday. But when he got back 
home, instead of flying off to a beach somewhere, 
he decided to dust off an old guitar and create 
something special. 
Two years later, from the marriage of longing for 
the holiday he never did take and the strumming of 
that guitar in his bedroom, a love child was born. 
Keli Holiday. 
While tropical island paradises might not be on 
his 2025 bingo card, the alt-indie Aussie artist is 
about to visit the land of the long white cloud. He’s 
booked three stops across the motu, including 
Pōneke on the 11th of September at San Fran, to 
celebrate his forthcoming sophomore album. 
The first glimpse, out just a handful of days ago on 
the 14th of August, is Dancing2: a modern-day love 
story that draws on Hyde’s experience of meeting 
his partner – “a love that seemed a world away” – 
Australian comedian and media personality Abbie 
Chatfield. 
“There’s so much noise and distraction going 
on constantly as two single people in whatever 
business you want to call that we’re in”, Hyde 
says. “There are people in and out of our lives at 
different times, trying to find what we are, and just 
journeying through life in our own way. We were 
both just dancing through the show as we all are. 
There was a definitive moment when we decided 
to connect with each other on an unspoken 
battlefield and we have been dancing together ever 
since.”
Anchored by a pulsating beat and a slow-burning 
string build, Dancing2 is a bold statement of 
what’s to come from the upcoming album, which 
the artist reveals “feels like the first Keli Holiday 
offering that is true to who I am”.

Ladies and gentlemen, step right up to The Fringe 
Bar on the 29th and 30th of August to be amazed, 
dazzled, stupefied at Circus of the Night: a world 
where whimsy and weirdness filled with all manner 
of madness and mayhem awaits. 
Showcasing the wicked talent of Wellington’s 
circus, burlesque, and variety performers, what 
you’ll witness will leave you wanting more. With 
each new offering selling out faster than the one 
before, Circus of the Night has become more than 
mere amusement, but rather a smorgasbord of 
spectacle so strange and surprising that show-
goers will swoon, salivate, and sink their teeth in. 
Producer Athena Rose, an experienced circus and 
burlesque performer herself, handpicks the cast 
for each show, ensuring it is well balanced with 
high-level circus artists and dazzling burlesque 
dancers to give emerging and established 
performers alike the chance to showcase their 
talents and to keep audiences engaged and on 
their toes each and every time. She always joins 
the lineup of incredible talent, bringing her own 
skills to the stage in such acts as aerial hoop, 
contortion, bottle walking, and more.
Gracing the grandstand in August is a cast of 
consummate carnies keen to captivate. Zane 
Jarvie grew up juggling with his brother Degge, 
finding his way onto renegade stages for as long as 
he can remember. Today he is one-third of Laser 
Kiwi, the world’s only surreal sketch circus, and a 
cracking juggler and comedian among myriad other 
things. Ellie May Marshall hails from Auckland and 
specialises in aerial hoop and chair, hammock, 
hand balancing, and contortion. The Everchanging 
Boy is an artist and creator who fuses gender and 
genre in a dazzling display of dance, drag, and 
performance – they’ll be joined by Andy-Cistamine. 
Katie Athfield is an aerial artist specialising in silks, 
while Robin Yablind is New Zealand’s burlesque 
bro; a drag king who’ll steal your girl, your man, 
and your heart. 
Be beckoned by the bizarre and beguiled by the 
bewitching at Circus of the Night.
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Ride the retro rollercoaster

By now you would’ve heard the bangers MMMBop-
ping out of Circa Theatre. Perhaps you’ve spotted 
people darting in and out in their fly outfits – 
flannel shirts and baggy pants, tracksuits and 
chokers – grinning ear to ear.  Can you dig it? It’s 
the Cringeworthy crew transporting audiences to 
the bangin’ 90s! 
Cringeworthy: The 90s is on now until the 6th of 
September and follows the success of the high-
octane 60s, 70s, and 80s shows. The series sees 
a stellar cast singing and dancing, chatting and 
laughing as they bring era-defining music to the 
stage. This edition is bursting at the denim seams 
with hip-hop and pop, swing and country classics, 
boy bands and girl groups, interspersed with a 
witty narrative reflecting the lifestyle, news events, 
and culture of the time, all topped with a hearty 
helping of cheesy comedy.
We Like To Party here at Regional News, so it’s no 
surprise our reviewer loved the “incredible” show, 
praising the snappy choreography and calling it 
“fun, uplifting, and educational” as it immersed 
him in “one of the most iconic decades of music 
for mankind”. 
The feedback has been rolling in from all sides 
and delighting Cringeworthy writer and deviser 
Andrea Sanders.
“The reviews have been really good which is 
always uplifting, especially when so much works 
goes in to getting the show up and running. The 
audiences have been great as well – it’s a buzz 
when you see them react to the song choices, 
laugh, sing along, and dance in their seats”, 
Sanders smiles.
The singer, choreographer, writer, and Beatgirls 
co-founder is one of five cast members, joining 
show co-choreographer Devon Neiman, Kali 
Kopae, Jared Pallesen, and Mackenzie Htay 
onstage. As a performer, she particularly enjoys it 
when Cringeworthy: The 90s heads into “boy band 
territory”. 
“The choreography and songs feel great to 
perform. And then the juxtaposition of the 
line dancing country songs which are just silly 
energetic fun.” 
Get ready to “party like it’s 1999” and relive the 
decade …Baby One More Time!

SNIPS
Cashless metres 
Hutt City Council is converting all remaining coin 
parking metres in Lower Hutt – around 96 out 
of 181 – to accept card payments only due to 
ongoing theft and vandalism. 30 parking metres 
have been intentionally damaged since the start 
of 2025, with just $2975 stolen, whereas the 
cost of repairs has been $114,000. Customers 
can still use the PayMyPark app. 
Book of the Year 
The Treaty of Waitangi by Ross Calman (Ngāti 
Toa, Ngāti Raukawa, Kāi Tahu) has been named 
the Margaret Mahy Book of the Year at the 2025 
New Zealand Book Awards for Children and Young 
Adults. This is the highest national accolade for 
children’s literature.
State Highway 58  
For a three-month trial period, SH58 between 
Hutt Valley and Transmission Gully will undergo 
three scheduled nighttime closures for essential 
maintenance from 10pm Sunday nights till 4am 
Monday mornings on the 14th of September, the 
5th of October, and the 9th of November.

The Wellington Home & Garden Show is back! 
Get ready for three days of inspiration, shopping, 
and fun at Sky Stadium between the 5th and 7th 
of September. For more than 20 years, this iconic 
show has been sparking ideas and delighting 
locals with the latest in homes, gardens, and 
lifestyles.
“From big renovation projects to simply enjoying 
a great day out, the show brings together such 
a diverse range of businesses all in one place,” 
marketing manager Emily Shanley says. “It’s 
become a much-loved annual tradition for 
thousands across Wellington and further afield, 
and we’re excited to welcome everyone back again 
this year.”
With builders, renovators, and trades all in one 
place, the show is perfect for anyone looking for 
advice or inspiration. From painting and insulation 
to double glazing, roof repairs, and cleaning 
solutions, home improvements have never been 
easier.
But it’s not just about homes! Wander through 
aisles of artisan goods, boutique spirits, crafts, 
homewares, gourmet treats, and wellness 
products. Whether you’re hunting for unique gifts, 
a new favourite flavour, or something special for 
yourself, you’ll find it here.
Visitors can also enjoy a host of fun extras. 
The Springfree Family Zone will keep all ages 
entertained on Saturday and Sunday with 
Resene’s Paint-a-Home for adults and Paint-a-
Pot for kids. There are also delicious street food 
options, free Ask an Expert sessions, giveaways, 
and exclusive show-only specials.
Adding to the excitement, one lucky visitor 
will take home the Big Spender Show Prize. 
This incredible prize is the ultimate bonus for 
showgoers, making a visit even more rewarding.
Whether you’re dreaming up your next big 
renovation, seeking unique gifts, or simply looking 
for a great day out, the Wellington Home & Garden 
Show is the place to be this September.

Sparking ideas, fuelling fun

Once again voted the most trusted kitchen brand in New Zealand

Wellington Central City:  
42 Vivian Street, Cnr Vivian and Tory Street | Phone 04 801 9219

Petone: Seaview Roundabout  
5 Port Road, Seaview Lower Hutt | Phone 04 399 2205

HOMEGROWNA CHANGE FOR THE BETTER

See us at the 
Wellington Home  
& Garden Show, 

5th-7th Sep
Stand 12

https://www.kitchenstudios.co.nz
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This nose is on fire by Madelaine Empson

Power up for Wellington Games 
Week

Brad Coleman created the Tip Track Marathon (TTM) 
in 2017 as a joke that is still going even though no 
one is laughing. 
“It was all for a laugh and we threw some koha into 
a bucket to donate to the Mental Health Foundation. 
To my shock, several attendees asked if I’d organise 
it again – and here we are at the ninth edition.” 
With the tagline ‘Wellington’s least favourite trail 
running event’, Coleman says the strictly not-for-
profit TTM doesn’t take itself too seriously and isn’t 
about medals. 
“Instead, you head up one of the steepest hills in 
Wellington, get blasted by the howling northerly, and 
have your nostrils set on fire by the smells from the 
tip!” 
There have been many highlights over the years, 
including seeing people attempt their first marathon 
and raising over $25,000 for local charities.
“I know I am biased, but there is something special 
about this event. The people that turn up are the 
best! There is a tremendous community feel that I’m 
nowhere near skilled enough to describe. People 
doing something really hard, but smiling and high-
fiving other runners they have never met. It’s so 
great to watch and facilitate.” 
With a half and full marathon option, this year’s 
Ōwhiro Bay event takes place on Saturday the 6th of 
September in support of Youthline Wellington and 
Social Supermarket. When I ask Coleman what he’d 
say to anyone considering registering, he replies, 
“Don’t do it!” 
“Just joking”, he counters, possibly joking about 
joking. “You’ll have a great time!”

Get ready for Wellington Games Week, the ultimate 
celebration for gamers, developers, and anyone 
interested in games to come together, share their 
passion, showcase new projects, and explore the 
latest in game development.
The week kicks off on Saturday the 27th of 
September with the Kiwi Game Zone public day at 
the New Zealand Game Developers Conference at 
Tākina Wellington Convention and Exhibition Centre. 
This free, family-friendly event will feature more than 
60 New Zealand-developed video games, plus a 
brand-new board game section. Visitors can try out 
new releases and in-development titles, meet the 
creators, and enjoy hands-on gameplay, interactive 
installations, and live demonstrations. 
From there, Wellington will be alive with satellite 
events, workshops, and activities in venues across 
the city. Everything from industry talks to creative 
meetups will give attendees a chance to level up 
their skills, connect with others, and immerse 
themselves in the world of games.
The week wraps up on Saturday the 4th of October 
with the Great Games with Pals Convention at 
the Dominion Museum Building. This fun-filled 
celebration brings together artists, cosplayers, 
tabletop players, and video gamers for a day of 
creativity, community, and connection.
Whether you are a hardcore gamer, a casual player, 
or just curious about the magic of game creation, 
Wellington Games Week has something for you.  
For the full schedule visit  
www.wellingtongamesweek.com

A WEEK LONG 
PROGRAMME THAT BRINGS 

THE NZ GAME INDUSTRY 
AND PUBLIC TOGETHER!

www.wellingtongamesweek.com

27 SEPTEMBER - 4 OCTOBER 2025
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$3.00 weekends first hour,  then $2 per hour,  max $7
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FROM ONLY $2.00 per half hour

Shoppers Parks 
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Hotel Special $25 per 24hrs

(multiple entry)
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STREET CAR 
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• Before School Care • After School Care 
• School Holiday Programmes
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Contact us for more information: 
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Music news
Eclectic, electric

A hundred tiny conflicts 
by Madelaine Empson

A bit unhinged by Madelaine Empson

Shapeshifting possibilities

Mixing on the road added something different to 
The Grogans’ new album Stagger.
“Usually, I’m in the same spot whilst mixing and 
can come and go from each track mentally, but this 
time the album was attached to us at the hip”, Quin 
Grunden, lead vocalist and guitarist of the Aussie 
garage rock band, says of their fifth record, which 
they engineered throughout June and July of 2024 
and released in May this year. 
“We would bring a set up through most of America 
and record and mix in green rooms and on the 
bandwagon. It was definitely worth it, as we had 
to work with what we had to finish the album. Only 
being able to reference mixes on headphones and 
JBL speakers towards the end of the album process 
was definitely harder than in a studio. However, as a 
band, we have never really been able to sit still, so it 
worked nicely. Each mix has its own personality, and 
I guess that’s what we wanted for this staggered 
album.” 
Self-described as “a jagged and stylistically different 
album track to track”, Stagger captures the 
magnetic energy of the guitar-wrangling trio’s live 
shows. It’s an electric patchwork of thematic and 
sonic inspiration that explores another side of “one 
of the most consistently hardworking live acts in the 
country” (triple j). Proving that point, The Grogans 
are currently on a seven-date tour across Australia 
and are about to head to Aotearoa, thrumming the 
new tracks for Wellington audiences at San Fran on 
the 5th of September.

Lukas Mayo, aka Pickle Darling – whose music 
“captures and inspires an intricate sense of 
wonder” (Crack Magazine) – will release their new 
album Bots on the 5th of September. Their most 
fractured and unruly work to date, Mayo quite 
literally crashed their computer during the creative 
process, layering guitars upon warped voice memos 
upon dissonant drum loops until files became 
unopenable or abandoned entirely.
Perfectly encapsulating Bots’ tone is the final single 
out before the official release, Congratulations 
Champion, which details small and specific 
heartbreaks via a mosaic of one-liners pulled from 
Mayo’s phone. It is earnest, unsettling, strangely 
sweet, slotting in like the missing piece of a 
puzzling record about emotional static, creative 
friction, breaking apart, and the beauty found in the 
debris of that collapse.  
A time capsule of a hundred tiny conflicts between 
old and new, organic and digital, melody and noise, 
I asked Mayo how they would describe the album if 
they could pick a colour, a texture, a sound, a scent, 
and a feeling. 
“Deep blue, metal joints and seams, an audio 
‘click’ when you forget to put a crossfade in, I can’t 
think of a smell cause I barely have a sense of 
smell, and I guess, feeling the stress of life!”
The Ōtautahi songwriter won’t be touring the 
album, but Wellingtonians will still get a chance to 
hear Bots live during a “very quiet solo acoustic 
set” at the “beautiful store” Slow Boat Records on 
September the 5th at 4:30pm.

Everyone’s got something to say about how you 
should live. Should you listen to them or not? 
Soft Bait’s new album Life Advice comes from this 
fact and the questions it conjures. 
“It’s a mix of genuine wisdom, bad habits, and 
just stuff and situations you get yourself into”, 
the Tāmaki Makaurau four-piece tells me. “The 
album’s about carrying that baggage, trying to sort 
through it, and reframing it in ways that sheds new 
light on the subject.”
Since Life Advice came out on the 25th of July, the 
feedback has been rolling in. 
“The best part has been hearing that people get 
what we were going for sonically”, the band beams. 
“It’s less about polish and more about intent, 
letting the songs breathe but still hit hard.”
Soft Bait’s also been hearing “that the lyrics 
are hitting close to home, people recognising 
themselves in these weird scenarios we’re singing 
about. That’s been cool”.
From the uneasy anthem Sooner to the wisdom 
of that well-meaning mate you definitely shouldn’t 
be taking advice from in the title track, Life Advice 
sees Soft Bait barrelling forward with restless 
momentum, sharpening their output since their 
debut LP Plot Points (2022) with that same 
signature off-centre post-punk. Their live-wire 
energy will electrify audiences at Meow – a venue 
they love – on the 12th of September.
“We’re excited to play these new tracks for people 
who’ve had the chance to sit with the record, and 
make it feel like a proper release night. It’ll be loud, 
sweaty, and a bit unhinged.”

“This is something we’ve wanted to do for a long 
time”, Shapeshifter exclaims. 
The legendary New Zealand electronic collective 
is about to blend their iconic catalogue with some 
of the biggest anthems in dance music history – 
mashed up and smashed up, recontextualised and 
recombined, and all performed live. 
“We’re bringing the energy of a classic DJ style 
mix to the stage, but with the full Shapeshifter live 
treatment. We’ve been influenced by this music, 
and these tracks have shaped us just as much as 
our own – so we’re gonna mix and mash them up 
together, live with instruments!”
Wellington audiences can expect the full arsenal 
at The Mix, with heavy drops, soulful vocals, high-
octane drums, and surprise medleys built for the 
dancefloor at Meow Nui on the 12th and 13th of 
September. Two nights of a one-of-a-kind show from 
these record-breakers who hail from Christchurch 
and have delivered their form-changing, 
shapeshifting sonic possibilities to sweaty clubs, 
heaving arenas, and festival fields all around the 
world. 
The five-strong lineup of P Digsss (vocals), Sam 
Trevethick (guitar, synths, sampler), Dan McGruer 
(synths, sampler), Nick Robinson (bass, synths, 
MPC), and Darren Mathiassen (drums) have refined 
their chemistry over more than a decade of playing 
together, locking back into formation whenever they 
regroup and pushing out the borders of their ever-
evolving music. Drum and bass, jazz and funk, rock 
and electronica pummel and roll into kaleidoscopic 
walls of sound built on the solid foundations of bass 
culture. 

Photo by Nick Robinson.
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Doobie.

Artwork by Mary Adams.

Our dance music ecology

Kicking and screaming

A love story like no other 

19-year-old musician Nico Buhne is launching a 
Dance Party! for all ages. 
“I decided to create this event because young 
people can’t access the bulk of the local music 
scene – it all happens behind closed doors, 
thanks to restricted entry for under 18s, alcohol 
laws, and high prices”, Buhne says, explaining 
he was inspired after attending Ian Jorgensen’s 
Camp A Low Hum music festival and reading The 
Problem with Music in New Zealand and How to 
Fix It.
Jorgensen’s 2014 book features a chapter called 
There Are Not Enough All Ages Shows, in which 
the author and music promoter makes the case 
that under-18s who attend gigs often go on to 
start their own bands and grow the scene. 
“I want to give a space for young people to seek 
their own pathway, helping them gain skills they 
can bring forward”, Buhne says of the upcoming 
event, for which he has put together a team of 
peers to help with light, sound, and working the 
floor.   
A RadioActive.FM DJ himself, Buhne is proud of 
the professional lineup of top-tier talent set to spin 
at the first Dance Party! at Newtown Community 
Centre on Friday the 29th of August. The drug 
and alcohol-free event will feature sets by The 
Juice, Unwinworld, Doobie, and Stargirl, with VJ 
Cubeman on visuals. 
“These DJs are do-ers and tastemakers that have 
each contributed to the Wellington dance music 
ecology”, Buhne delights. “With Dance Party!, 
I want young people to be part of that wider 
network.”

L’enfant (the child) has been behaving awfully. So 
badly, in fact, the furniture has started to rebel. First 
the grandfather clock and the broken China cup rise 
up. Then the mathematics tutor and the princess 
in the fairytale book come to life in disdain. Finally, 
all the animals in the garden – from bugs and birds 
to squirrels and frogs – decide they have as good a 
reason as any to teach that naughty child a lesson! 
A show for all ages, Maurice Ravel’s engagingly 
magical opera L’enfant et les sortilèges takes 
audiences on a fantastical journey from The Hannah 
between the 5th and 7th of September. The one-act 
operetta will captivate as it kicks and skips its way 
through a tale of vengeance and redemption. 
The project involves the entire New Zealand 
School of Music – Te Kōkī Classical Performance 
programme, with the voice students singing all the 
roles in French with English surtitles, the NZSM 
orchestra playing the music, and the piano students 
taking part as rehearsal pianists (répétiteurs) and 
playing in the orchestra. 
L’enfant et les sortilèges is directed by the renowned 
Sara Brodie and conducted by Martin Riseley 
alongside chorus master Kathryn Mosley, with 
lighting design by Alex Fisher, set and costumes by 
Grace O’Brien, and coordination from NZSM head 
of classical voice Jenny Wollerman in collaboration 
with the Toi Whakaari: NZ Drama School technical 
programme staff, graduates, and students.
Have a seat to find out if the child can learn to 
control their temper before it’s too late!

Wearing its heart on its sleeve and getting down on 
one knee at BATS Theatre from the 26th to the 30th 
of August, Declarations of Love (And Other Useless 
Things) returns to Pōneke for its five-year anniversary 
with 50 minutes of sketches about love, sex, 
queerness, and rom-coms. 
Declarations of Love runs the gauntlet of sketch 
comedy with over 15 stories spanning everything from 
parodies of 50 Shades of Grey and the manosphere to 
interrogating love languages and horoscopes. Starring 
co-creators Emma Maguire and Hamish Boyle with 
dramaturgy by Jo Marsh and lighting from Ezra Jones-
Moki, this Tempest Theatre production is defined by its 
idiosyncratic humour and fast pacing. 
“I bring the innate understanding of the romance 
genre, Hamish brings technical skill,” Maguire says. 
“Together we’ve built something that’s sexy, snappy, 
and you’ll hold close to your heart.”
Shortlisted for Playmarket’s Playwrights b4 25 in 
2020, Declarations of Love was born as a solo show 
before the pandemic, Maguire says. “I brought Hamish 
on board to make it a duo. Five and a half years later, 
we’re closer than ever, have grown utterly as people, 
and have entirely rebuilt the show together as true 
collaborators.”
It builds on Tempest Theatre Co’s kaupapa of making 
work as diverse, windswept, and unpredictable as 
Wellington’s landscape, yet is built to appeal to 
everyone: friends, lovers, and even foes. Settle into a 
love story like no other and prepare for a lot of intimate 
eye contact at Declarations of Love.

Photo by Talia Carlisle.

Simple beauty 

Shot over 17 days in Tokyo, Perfect Days is a 
deeply moving and poetic reflection on finding 
beauty in the world around us. 
The project began when German director Wim 
Wenders (Paris, Texas) was invited to Japan 
to observe The Tokyo Toilet, a project that saw 
17 public toilets redesigned by contemporary 
architects. Producers originally envisioned a 
short film from Wenders on the facilities, but it 
would become the mise-en-scène for a feature 
film created alongside co-screenwriter Takuma 
Takasaki. 
The result is Perfect Days, a story about Hirayama 
(Kōji Yakusho), a cleaner of public toilets who 
seems utterly content with his simple life. Outside 
of his structured routine, he cherishes music on 
cassette tapes, reads books, and takes photos 
of his world. As we join his daily rhythms, a series 
of unexpected encounters gradually reveal more 
of his past, shedding light on his outlook and his 
appreciation for the simple joys of life. 
The character of Hirayama was new territory 
for Wenders and Takasaki, yet when the film 
premiered at the 76th Cannes Film Festival in 2023 
where it competed for the coveted Palme d’Or, it 
was this character that stood out, earning Yakusho 
a Best Actor Award and Wenders the Prize of the 
Ecumenical Jury. 
Screening at the Embassy of Japan in Wellington in 
the original Japanese with English subtitles as part 
of the free film nights co-organised with The Japan 
Foundation, Sydney, Perfect Days will bring warmth 
to your winter night on the 28th of August.
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Embrace the chaos by Madelaine Empson

Eyegum Music Collective is about to throw one 
heck of a party that marks a full-circle moment 
for the Te Whanganui-a-Tara community music 
and arts organisation. Back in 2014, Eyegum 
formed to put on gigs in unorthodox spaces in 
response to the closure of many of the capital’s 
favourite establishments. More than 10 years on, 
their music and arts festival Great Sounds Great 
celebrates the city’s amazing artists and music 
venues – once in critically short supply and now 
more vital than ever – in one breath. 
Great Sounds Great will take over Cuba Street 
Precinct on the 6th of September. 40 of Aotearoa’s 
best – from Anthonie Tonnon, Hans Pucket, and 
Jazmine Mary to Louisa Nicklin, The Phoenix 
Foundation, and Reb Fountain – will join forces 
with up-and-coming artists to play 10 neighbouring 
venues stretching from Valhalla and San Fran to St 
Peter’s on Willis and Meow. I got the sneak peek 
from co-curator Ben Jones.
Congrats on 10-plus years of Eyegum! What have 
been some of the highlights over the years?
Thanks, it’s been a blast and we’ve managed to 
do and be involved in a lot of different things over 
that time. There is always serious nostalgia for 
the near weekly house party gigs that we hosted 
in the beginning as that environment led to some 
incredible and intimate performances, including 
from bands who have gone on to find big success 
since. We are extremely proud of our other festival, 
Welcome to Nowhere, which was a massive 
undertaking, being set in the middle of nowhere 
over multiple days. It has sadly come to an end 
but building something like that from scratch and 
seeing an amazing community grow around it 
was super special. And then finally bringing Great 
Sounds Great to life after talking about it for years 
beforehand, and seeing it be so embraced by 
audiences has been an incredible recent highlight. 
Not to mention getting to host some old-timey 
favourites like Goodshirt and Fur Patrol alongside 
our favourite up-and-coming artists will never get 
old.
Great Sounds Great sounds great! As both an 
organiser and an audience member, what are 
your favourite aspects of the festival?
As an organiser, personally I love putting together a 
dream lineup of Aotearoa artists, past and present, 
from a range of seemingly disparate scenes and 
genres, and then trying our best to bring that to 
fruition. I feel we’ve done that pretty well so far 
year-on-year, but I’m especially excited about the 
programme we’ve managed to curate for 2025. 
I also get a weird kick out of figuring out how 
that lineup is going to work on the night – who 
will play where and when – to try and make sure 
there’s always something for everyone happening 
throughout the night. And as an audience member, 
the best thing is having open access to all these 
venues and just embracing the chaos, seeing 
where the night takes you, and ideally getting to 
see a bunch of artists and performances that you 
might not normally seek out, alongside your top 
picks for the festival.

Louisa Nicklin.

The Phoenix Foundation. Photo by Ebony Lamb.

DIRECT FROM THE USA!

PRESENTS: ALOHA FROM HAWAII

An American

SATURDAY, 4 OCTOBER 
 THE OPERA HOUSE, WELLINGTON

FEATURES 3 BEST ELVIS ARTISTS IN THE WORLD!

BOOK NOW AT TICKETMASTER.CO.NZ

Fri Aug 29 Whangarei - Capt. Bouganville Theatre Book at Eventfinda
Sat Aug 30 Kerikeri - Turner Theatre Book at iTicket
Sun Aug 31 Whangarei - Capt. Bouganville Theatre Book at Eventfinda
Tue Sept 2 Auckland - Bruce Mason Centre Book at Ticketmaster
Wed Sept 3 Hamilton - Clarence St Theatre Book at Ticketek
Thu Sept 4 Tauranga - Baycourt X Space Book at Eventfinda
Fri Sept 5 Tauranga - Baycourt X Space Book at Eventfinda
Sat Sept 6 Napier - Municipal Theatre Book at Ticketek
Sun Sept 7 Whanganui - Opera House Book at Ticketek
Tue Sep 9 New Plymouth - TSB Showplace Book at Eventfinda
Wed Sep 10 Palmerston North - Regent on Broadway Book at Ticketek
Thu Sep 11 Wellington - Opera House Book at Ticketmaster
Sat Sep 13 Nelson - Theatre Royal Book at Theatre Royal
Sun Sep14 Greymouth - Regent Theatre Book at Regent Theatre
Tue Sep 16 Christchurch - Town Hall Book at Ticketmaster
Wed Sep 17 Ashburton - Events Centre Book at Events Centre
Thur Sep18 Oamaru - Opera House Book at Opera House
Fri Sep 19 Dunedin - Glenroy Auditorium Book at Ticketmaster
Sat Sep 20 Gore - St James Theatre Book at iTicket
Sun Sep 21 Queenstown - Memorial Centre Book at iTicket
Tue Sep 23 Invercargill - Civic Theatre Book at Ticketek

BOOK ONLY AT AUTHORISED OUTLETS
pacificentertainment .co. nz                        kevinbloodywilson .com

HE’S FAIR-DINKUM FUNNY HELPING TO PREVENT GLOBAL 
HE’S FAIR-DINKUM FUNNY HELPING TO PREVENT GLOBAL BORING!BORING!

SING ALONG TO HEY SANTA CLAUS, DILLIGAF, NIGEL ‘N LEGEND, MANUEL THE BANDITO, AND MANY MORE

“World’s funniest Australian”…Billy Connolly 

PACIFIC ENTERTAINMENT & BOTH BARRELS MUSIC PRESENT

R18

2ND SHOW!

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

NEW SHOW!

https://www.ticketmaster.co.nz
https://www.kevinbloodywilson.com
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Gregory Porter. Photo by Erik Umphery.

On the beat in Wellington

Wellington will pulse with the sounds of soul, swing, 
funk, and everything in between from the 15th to the 
19th of October when the Wellington Jazz Festival 
takes over venues across the coolest little capital. 
More than 100 offerings will spring to life across 
intimate bars and grand stages alike, spotlighting a 
programme that features international stars, leading 
homegrown luminaries, and fresh faces. 
Opening the festival is Bumpy, an award-winning 
Australian Noongar composer and vocalist known for 
her powerful voice and hypnotic stage presence. 
Joining the international contingent are five-time 
GRAMMY®-winning American singer Samara Joy and 
American two-time GRAMMY-winner Gregory Porter. 
The Aotearoa Jazz Orchestra will have its inaugural 
performance, while Wellington-raised drummer, 
composer, and rhythm master Myele Manzanza will 
present new music commissioned by Wellington Jazz 
Festival with his cross-cultural quartet lvdf. 
Closing out the festival is the Rodger Fox Big Band 
with a soulful tribute to Ray Charles featuring Erna 
Ferry, Louis TM, The Beatgirls, and GRAMMY-winning 
vocalist and former Santana lead signer Tony 
Lindsay. 
Take in the music, dance through the city, and soak 
up the Wellington Jazz Festival!

Getting the redundancy process 
wrong can be very expensive 
in terms of compensation 
awarded to employees who 
bring personal grievances 
for unjustified dismissal 
or disadvantage. From my 
experience, the seven most 
common mistakes employers 
make are:

1.  No genuine reason. An employer must have 
a genuine reason that can be supported with 
sound data and information. What are the cost 
savings, what contracts have been lost, what other 
alternatives have been considered, what is the 
financial position now and projected position if the 
proposal is implemented?
2.  No consultation. Employees must be consulted 
before any decisions are made to implement the 
proposal. The employer should meet with anyone 
affected (one on one if possible) to tell them 
about the proposal and later to get their feedback. 
At these meetings, notes should be taken so 
any feedback received on the proposal can be 
considered.
3.  Failure to provide information. Employers must 
provide enough information for employees to 
genuinely be able to consider the proposal and give 
feedback. 
4.  Not allowing a reasonable time to respond. 
Employers must give affected employees a 
reasonable amount of time to go away, consider the 
plan, and get advice to assist them with responding 
to the proposal (should they decide to do so).
5.  Not advising of the right to a support person. 
A support person plays an important role in the 
consultation process and can assist an employee to 
put forward their best responses and ask important 
questions of the employer. 
6.  Taking too long with the process. Allowing the 
process to drag on will create uncertainty and stress 
for all involved. A process that drags on for months 
will impact other employees as well, and badly erode 
morale. 
7.  Not considering alternatives to redundancy. 
Before anyone is made redundant, the employer 
must genuinely consider alternatives. Suitable 
alternatives should be offered to the employee, as 
they have the right to redeployment (uncontested 
from outside applicants) if there is a suitable 
position available. 
Getting the process right means that the proposal 
is able to be implemented with the least chance of 
being challenged.

Advice from Alan 
Mistakes in the redundancy 
process 
by Alan Knowsley, consultant, Rainey Collins Lawyers

Hymnal harmonies

L-R: Roger Metcalfe, Brendan Lester, and Peter Lind.
With Hymn Fest hitting St Paul’s Anglican Church 
in Paraparaumu at 2:30pm on the 31st of August, 
Kapiti Brass Band’s historian Kevin Ramshaw 
shares that, surprisingly, churches and temperance 
movements were a cradle for brass bands in the 
early 19th century. 
“Even today, the hymn test is an integral part of 
brass band contests around the world,” Ramshaw 
says. 
Hymn Fest honours this close connection between 
brass bands and religious music by spotlighting 
two giants.
“Our concert goes beyond the hymns sung in 
church to include celebrated works composed 
for brass bands – among them the famous 1962 
composition The Kingdom Triumphant by the 
celebrated English composer and conductor Eric 
Ball”, Ramshaw says, adding that this dramatic 
composition about Christ’s second coming 
is a popular work in international brass band 
competitions. 
The work of New Zealand brass band composer 
Sir Dean Goffin will also feature at Hymn Fest. “We 
will be playing his 1951 composition meditation 
The Light of the World, regarded as one of his 
best”, Ramshaw continues. “Goffin’s career took 
him overseas, which is perhaps why he is often 
mistakenly regarded as Australian. He also ranks 
highly in the pantheon of brass band composers”. 
But the programme would not be complete without 
other familiar hymn tunes as well, such as Abide 
with Me, which is often also played at Anzac Day 
ceremonies. 
Come along to sing along at Kapiti Brass Band’s 
Hymn Fest.

Literary lovers 

As enticing as curling up by the fire and burying 
your nose in a book sounds, opt instead for a 
sweeping and sentimental concert featuring a wide 
variety of literary texts in the company of Cantoris 
Choir. An Invitation to Love on the 7th of September 
at St Peter’s on Willis will sweep you off your feet 
and into the arms of literary lovers. 
Celebrating romantic, sacred, parental, and 
platonic love, this concert enjoys a vast and 
varied programme of works – the oldest having 
been potentially written by Henry VIII, the newest 
from New Zealand composer Jonathan Berkahn 
completed only a few months ago. Performed 
for the first time at An Invitation to Love, 
Berkahn’s new collection is inspired by three of 
Shakespeare’s texts: the songs It Was a Lover and 
His Lass and Fear no more the heat o’ the sun, 
and sonnet 116 Let me not to the marriage of true 
minds. Also featuring are Eric Whitacre, Ola Gjeilo, 
John Ireland, John Farmer, and Thomas Morley, as 
well as Morten Lauridsen’s Nocturnes crafted from 
the texts by Rainer Maria Rilke, James Agee, and 
Pablo Neruda. 
This will be Cantoris Choir’s second concert 
accompanied by pianist, organist, conductor, 
and educator Heather Easting and led by Ingrid 
Schoenfeld [pictured], whose expertise spans 
conducting, piano, vocal, harpsichord, and music 
education. Established as a chamber choir in 
1971, over the last half-century Cantoris Choir has 
explored a diverse repertoire of choral music and 
broadened its range to include works of all kinds. 
Settle in for a vibrant programme of love and 
longing, joy and jest at An Invitation to Love.
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Close-up
by Madelaine Empson

Benjamin Baker is a sought-after soloist and 
chamber musician around the globe. Described 
by The New York Times as bringing “virtuosity, 
refinement, and youthful exuberance” in concert, 
the Wellington-born, London-based violinist counts 
himself as one of the luckiest Kiwi expats. “I get 
to come home for two months a year for AWE. So 
my schedule in perpetuity is that September and 
October are New Zealand months, and no one else 
gets a look in.”
AWE, which stands for At the World’s Edge Festival 
and which Baker co-founded with fellow violinist 
Justine Cormack in 2021, takes place annually in 
the Southern Alps. The globally renowned chamber 
music festival sets performances from local, 
national, and international musicians against awe-
inspiring scenic backdrops and features seven 
curated programmes in Queenstown, Wānaka, 
Cromwell, and Bannockburn, with free community 
events throughout.
Baker, whose recent highlights include appearances 
at Wigmore Hall and on BBC Radio 3, plus debuts 
with the BBC National Orchestra of Wales, London 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Scottish Chamber 
Orchestra, and more, will be in Aotearoa for AWE 
from the 4th to the 17th of October. But first, he’ll join 
viola player Yura Lee to perform Mozart’s Sinfonia 
Concertante with Orchestra Wellington. Secrets will 
whisper through Michael Fowler Centre on the 20th 
of September at 7:30pm and is the fourth concert of 
Orchestra Wellington’s 2025 season, The Dictator’s 
Shadow. 
What sparked your passion for violin?  
My story began as a little kid in Wellington. I was 
three, and my mum had played the piano as a kid 
herself, and so she took me to some piano lessons 
to see if maybe I’d like it. It didn’t go very well. I 
decided my piano teacher was a witch [laughs]. I 
have since met that piano teacher, and she’s actually 
totally lovely, so I think it must’ve been that I was 
pretty sure, even at three years old, that the piano 
was not for me. As almost a last-ditch effort, my 
mum took me to a piano class concert of some of 
the students playing. At the very end of that concert, 
there was a violinist playing with piano. Apparently, 
I wandered up from the back of the hall, sat at this 
girl’s feet, and couldn’t take my eyes off her and 
the violin. And then I nagged my parents for a few 
months afterwards that I wanted to play ‘that guitar 
thing’.
That was the very beginning. From that point, my 
parents heard about the Suzuki Method, so my first 
memories of music were in the wonderful Suzuki 
community in Wellington. Like any instrument, the 
violin is challenging – but I do think that it has a 
tendency to sound like a strangled cat for quite a few 
years, really, as you learn to make a sound [laughs]. 
Sometimes, I’ll still be like, ‘Whoa! This is not 
sounding good today!’ As violinists, we spend – let’s 
be real – our entire lives thinking about how to make 
a beautiful sound out of this miraculous wooden box.
Do you remember the first piece that really struck 
you and the first time you were able to play it 
yourself? 
Actually, yes! It was a recording that ended up being 
the catalyst for me leaving to study overseas. My 
parents had a recording of Nigel Kennedy’s The 
Four Seasons by Vivaldi at home. That was my first 
discovery of what a violin soloist could be, and Nigel 
Kennedy was my first violin idol. As a five, six, seven-
year-old, I totally fell in love with that recording and 
with him. I remember reading in the line notes that 
he was from the UK, that he went to this specialist 
music school called the Yehudi Menuhin School, 
where he got to grow up and do normal subjects, 
but with music as the main focus. And I was like, 
well, that sounds kind of cool! Then when I was 
about seven, he came on tour to New Zealand and 
came to Michael Fowler Centre with the Auckland 
Philharmonia. Wellington being the wonderfully 
tight-knit community that it is, my dad managed to 
find the right person to ask if I could get backstage 
to meet Nigel. I went backstage with my little violin 
case, and I remember this really vividly. There he 
was. He was like, ‘Oh hey man, great to meet you.’ 
He’s a very cool guy. He saw my violin case and was 
like, ‘Oh hey, cool. You want to play something?’ The 
piece I was learning in my Suzuki book at the time 
happened to be Bach’s Concerto for Two Violins. I 
started playing Bach Double, which is a very famous 
piece, and he’s, of course, played it millions of 
times. So he just whipped out his violin and joined 
in, and we played the rest of the first movement 
together. It was the highlight of my life up until that 
point! He said something like, ‘Man, you got f**king 
good rhythm.’ My parents’ eyes shot through their 
hairlines [laughs]. But he then said, ‘Wow, you’re 
really talented. You should think about applying to 
the school that I grew up at.’ That began the process. 
I sent off a tape to the UK, and then maybe a year 
later, I went for a personal audition. About 18 months 
after meeting Nigel Kennedy, my family and I were 
moving to the UK. The Four Seasons and the Bach 
Double will forever be those pieces that were right at 
the beginning of this extraordinary journey that I’m 
lucky to be on.
When did you first play with Orchestra Wellington? 
When I was 13. I think it was called Wellington 
Sinfonia then. I played Bruch Violin Concerto, which 
was my first big Romantic violin concerto played with 
orchestra. It was a really significant moment in my 
musical life. To be doing it back home in Wellington 
was dream-come-true stuff.
You’re performing as a soloist with Orchestra 
Wellington again this September. Could you tell me 
about the piece you’ll play with Yura Lee?  
Yura Lee is a legendary string player based in the 
US, originally from Korea, and just an extraordinary 
human – wonderful musician. Sinfonia Concertante 
is a luminous piece of music. It’s a joyous piece 
that exudes positive vibes, and it’s an interesting 
thing when you have two soloists with an orchestra. 
Most concertos are a single soloist, who is your 
protagonist, your hero of the story. As soon as you 
have two soloists, it takes on more dimensions, 
because suddenly you have interaction between two 
soloists, as well as each soloist with the orchestra, 
as well as both soloists with the orchestra. So with 
the number of interactions going on, it becomes a 
piece of, really, enormous scale chamber music. This 
piece encapsulates Mozart’s amazing ability to take 
a simple idea and produce something stunningly, 
achingly beautiful with it.
What is AWE all about? 
The ethos is about being a connecting point. 
We bring together established NZ artists, bring 
established international artists to NZ, and use that 
opportunity to involve the emerging talent too. We 
bring together dimensions of connection: connecting 
geographically across borders, as well as across 
generations. It’s a uniting force for our communities 
and musicians. We share what we do with as wide 
a cross-section of the community as possible, and 
we finish in the local schools – the youngest ears in 
Central Otago. When all the musicians are feeling 
connected, and there’s a real community on stage 
and off stage, it all feeds into unique, powerful 
experiences.  
If your curiosity compels you to find out what it’s 
about, then you have to be there.

Awestriking in Aotearoa

Back to contents

S O U T H W A R D S  T H E A T R E  O c t o b e r  2  -  1 1

OMG YOU GuYS! 

Buy Tickets here...

www.coastersmusicaltheatre.com

Book by HEATHER HACH
Music and Lyrics by
LAURENCE O’KEEFE

and NELL BENJAMIN

Based on the novel by Amanda Brown and the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer motion picture

 Licensed exclusively by Music Theatre International (Australasia). All authorized performance materials are also supplied by Music Theatre International (Australasia). 
www.mtishows.com.au

COASTERS MUSICAL THEATRE PRESENTS

https://www.coastersmusicaltheatre.com
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Community
No ordinary army

Call to action

The Salvation Army puts compassion into action 
by walking alongside the most vulnerable and 
marginalised in society, supporting everyone 
regardless of their age, gender, and ethnicity. 
Fighting poverty and social and spiritual distress in 
New Zealand since 1883, The Salvation Army helps 
over 150,000 people in need each year. 
From budgeting advice to food and clothing 
assistance, addiction to housing, emergency 
services to children and youth programmes, health 
to driving assistance, and everything in between, 
The Salvation Army’s kaupapa is to provide comfort 
and support to those in need, regardless of 
reasons, motives, or situations. Anyone can access 
the resources available through The Salvation Army 
at any time. 
There are plenty of ways to get involved with The 
Salvation Army. Perhaps the most accessible way 
is popping into Family Stores across the country 
or donating your preloved clothes, furniture, and 
household items to be sold. The funds raised from 
these stores help finance the free programmes 
available through The Salvation Army. Other 
options include getting involved in events and 
appeals, helping out at foodbanks, leaving a gift 
in your will, organising a corporate sponsorship, 
volunteering your time to help out across the 
various programmes, or simply making a donation. 
Whether you’re in need of a helping hand or you’re 
in the position to lend one, find out more, read 
recent news, and access resources at 
www.salvationarmy.org.nz

New Zealand is facing a deepening homelessness 
crisis, with recent data revealing that one in every 
1000 Kiwis is currently without adequate shelter. 
The Salvation Army – through its National 
Homelessness Data Project, Social Policy and 
Parliamentary Unit (SPPU), advocacy work, and 
wraparound services – is playing a leading role in 
documenting the crisis and responding to it, but 
is advocating for a coordinated response to the 
growing scale and severity of homelessness in 
Aotearoa. 
SPPU has been speaking out for New Zealand’s 
most vulnerable for over two decades, serving 
as a consistent voice on issues such as poverty, 
housing, addiction, inequality, and family wellbeing 
before policy makers, journalists, and community 
leaders. But The Salvation Army’s six-month survey 
of housing support, along with other data, reveals 
increased trends in homelessness with clear areas 
for improvement. 
Ministry of Social Development’s criteria are 
creating barriers. Furthermore, support services are 
overstretched due to increased demand, while a 
lack of wraparound support is making it harder for 
people to secure and maintain tenancies.
“These findings confirm what our frontline teams 
are seeing every day”, SPPU officer Lt-Colonel 
Ian Hutson says. “An immediate response from 
government is required to address immediate 
needs, as well as a longer-term strategy. At a very 
minimum, we need to ensure that all people who 
are experiencing homelessness can access a home, 
facilities, and support”.

Winter is perhaps the toughest time 
of year for struggling Kiwis. 

The high cost of rentals, extra heating 
bills and needing to put food on the table 
just adds to their constant fi nancial and 
emotional pressures.

When the bills keep coming, something 
must break.

Winter Shatters Lives.

The Salvation Army’s wraparound 
services ensure that lives are not 
shattered by the cold realities of winter.

Please donate now, for Kiwi 
families in need this winter. 
SalvationArmy.org.nz/Winter
Call 0800 53 00 00

http://www.salvationarmy.org.nz
https://www.salvationarmy.org.nz/winter
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It’s official!

A community call to action

The Postgate pump track in the Porirua suburb of 
Whitby officially opened with a ceremonial ribbon 
cutting on the 15th of August. The mastermind of 
the project, Whitby’s Daniel Heath, says it’s been 
chocka most days.
Through Mana Cycle Group, Daniel applied for 
funding for the 1000-square-metre asphalt facility 
on Postgate Drive, which was built this winter by 
specialised pump track builders Velosolutions. No 
ratepayer funding was involved, but Porirua City 
Council was happy to make a section of Postgate 
Park available for the project.
It’s great to see it finished and being used by the 
community, even over winter, Daniel says.
“I grew up just doors away from Postgate Park and 
to drive past the pump track now and see it there, 
it’s amazing. It really doesn’t look out of place, like 
it’s always meant to be in this spot.”
The location makes it accessible from walkways 
across Whitby, eastern Porirua, and Bothamley 
Park. Julian Emeny, parks manager at Porirua City 
Council, says this will be an asset for residents and 
visitors to Porirua alike.
“Congratulations to Dan, Mana Cycle Group, and 
everyone involved with this project,” he says. “It’s 
brilliant to see where it’s come from an under-used 
patch of grass.”

A new disaster resilience initiative will showcase 
the benefits of community-led approaches. The 
Newlands community is pleased to launch a 
two-year pilot to implement a locally designed 
Coordinated Community and Disaster Resilience 
model designed to demonstrate the value of 
enhanced community connectedness as an 
essential foundation for resilience. It is also 
intended to provide a call to action to local and 
central government to support community-led 
initiatives such as this. 
The first stage of the pilot seeks to recruit 100 
volunteers to each lead a neighbourhood group 
focused on building connections and cohesion. 
Ultimately, they will begin to implement the disaster 
resilience model developed, with a view to ensuring 
the community can look after itself for the first 
seven days after a disaster, before government 
support is in practice fully activated based on 
insights from previous disasters. 
Led by the Newlands Resilience Group, the pilot 
puts into action the strategy they developed, which 
was informed by the results of annual community 
surveys since 2019 to map the community’s 
vulnerabilities and capabilities. 
Newlands Resilience Group leader, Rodney Barber, 
says the survey insights clearly demonstrated that 
the first step in improved disaster resilience would 
be to improve community connectedness. 
“We engaged with a wide range of local social, 
economic, and cultural leaders, including the local 
marae, schools, health centres, and places of 
worship, and found that there are real economic, 
environmental, social, and cultural vulnerabilities 
that need to be addressed”, Barber says. 
“It stands to reason that improved connectedness 
enables more robust disaster resilience, and it is 
also critical for empowering the community to be 
able to speak up to influence decision-making, 
which is the key to driving overall public value long 
term.” 
For example, the Newlands project to improve 
connectedness as the first step in improved 
disaster resilience not only offsets what local 
and central government might have to invest in 
themselves to support disaster resilience, but also 
generates wider benefits such as reduced pressure 
on publicly funded mental health services. 
“Our modelling indicates forecast savings from 
reduced demand on publicly funded services of up 
to $4 million per year for Newlands alone. We’re 
also documenting refinements to our model to 
create a scalable model for other communities, 
requiring less upfront investment from them to 
take a similar approach and further magnifying the 
overall public benefit,” Barber continues. 
The first stage of the pilot phase of the Newlands 
project is being implemented by the community 
itself (through 2026), but it is hoped that it will 
attract central and local government investment 
as the public value benefits are demonstrated (to 
provide funding for 2027, with the expectation of 
becoming self-funding in the future). 
For more information, contact Rodney Barber via 
phone or email at rodneybarbernz@gmail.com 

Back to contents

Rodney Barber

Rodney 
Barber
Independent. 
Experienced. 
People-First.
rodneybarbernz@gmail.com
027 478 8061

I’m standing for Council because Wellington needs 
stronger communities and smarter decisions, 
especially in the city’s political, economic and 
cultural heart. I’ve worked in the Pukehīnau-
Lambton Ward for 33 years.
As a former Treasury official, and currently an IMF 
expert, I’ve spent decades helping governments 
invest wisely. But what matters most is every 
decision delivers real value to the communities it 
affects.
But I’m not just about systems, I’m about people. 
As Chair of the Aotearoa Community Resilience 
Network trust and the Newlands Resilience Group, 
I’m working to build grassroots resilience, helping 
people connect, and be able to speak into decision 
making. Now I want to bring that same approach to 
Wellington.
I bring a public value approach: one that puts 
people first, stabilises rates over time, and ensures 
neighbourhood voices are genuinely heard.
Here’s what I stand for:
1. Stronger communities where people look out for 
    each other
2. Safer, better-prepared neighbourhoods
3. Smarter decisions that reflect your voice
4. Rates that reflect real value to you.
If elected, I’ll focus on listening, connecting 
communities, and making sure big projects reflect 
local voices, not just top-down plans.
Authorised by Rodney Barber.

https://www.sgcnz.org.nz


12

Gallery news
by Alessia Belsito-Riera

Caught mid-breath

Weathering the storm

Above and below

Still standing 

Caitlin Devoy transforms everyday objects into 
intimate sculptures. Hovering, standing, poised in 
Jhana Millers Gallery until the 30th of August, her 
new collection seems to be caught mid-breath on the 
boundary between emerging and submerging. 
Castings of musical instruments, cream canisters, a 
drummer’s seat, and other objects are suspended 
in a state of stillness in Out of Breath. It focuses on 
the “quiet misdirections of the mind”, writer Dina 
Jezdić says in the essay accompanying the exhibition, 
describing it as synaesthetic, blurring sensation and 
meaning, teetering between sinking and rising. 
“In Devoy’s hands, humour and criticality are twins,” 
Jezdić continues, with Devoy herself adding that she 
sees these two concepts as intertwined. “Humour 
often explores our relationship to power or critiques 
the status quo”, Devoy says. “In my work this is 
definitely the case. Some of the Art Waste works for 
example are a humorous take on context and value 
in the art world.”
Casting is at the heart of Out of Breath – not just as 
a technique but as a transformation of experience 
into form. Devoy uses her material to reveal 
elemental volatility, making what is usually discarded 
the centrepiece. 
“There’s an impulse to express something 
subconscious in a physical form, to see ideas 
become objects, and to play with materials and be 
in that flow state where you’re very immersed in 
looking closely, seeing tiny bubbles form”, Devoy 
says. “There’s a lovely quote in Robert Macfarlane’s 
Underland: ‘the void migrates to the surface’, which 
I take to express the idea of noticing something we 
cannot yet describe, and we cannot visualise, moving 
slowly in our peripheral vision.”

As Wellington weathers an economic storm, 
a local business and four artists have chosen 
collaboration over competition to rewrite the 
narrative and continue thriving. When Furniture by 
Design opened in Kaiwharawhara, the company 
saw the potential of having the retail store double 
as a pop-up exhibition space where visitors could 
view locally made artwork in a home environment. 
With support from NZ Art Show, that idea became 
reality and now they present their first exhibition 
Garden Party, featuring local Wellington artists 
Jane Blackmore, Anna Stichbury, Veronica Young, 
and Lizzie Pannell. 
“As a long-time art practitioner it is important to 
be open to showcasing your work differently,” 
Blackmore says. “We all have different ways 
of getting our work out to the public but 
collaborating with a likeminded and locally owned 
business such as Furniture by Design is always a 
win-win situation.”
Running from the 30th of August until the 12th of 
October, Garden Party showcases 16 floral works 
nestled amongst lounge and bedroom spaces and 
will include several talks where visitors can learn 
more about the creative techniques, practices, 
and styles of the artists. 
“We all approach our subjects differently but the 
connective line throughout this show is the joy 
we get and give by painting florals,” Blackmore 
says. “This current environment is very tough, but 
creating art is one of the most basic and powerful 
ways to connect people and community. We need 
community, we need connection and that’s what 
this show is all about.”

Beneath the waves and tucked between the rocks 
of Taputeranga Marine Reserve is a world unto 
itself – a tiny cosmos of activity bursting with life. 
Taputeranga: Above and Below celebrates this 
vibrant ecosystem on Wellington’s south coast. 
In the exhibition, running at Toi Pōneke Arts Centre 
until the 12th of September, artists Katy Cottrell 
and Rick Allender explore the connection between 
land and sea through intricate works crafted 
from natural wood veneers. The collection of 
earthy tones, burnt umber, mahogany, and russet 
accented with vivid highlights merges traditional 
hand-cut techniques with laser-cut precision.  
Cottrell illustrates native marine flora and fauna 
with a Victorian-era scientific flair while Allender 
maps the reserve’s surface with bold, modernist 
marquetry inspired by its geography, human 
structures, and natural landmarks. 
“I am driven to make things with my hands, have a 
strong underlying creative urge, and enjoy working 
with natural wood,” Allender says. “I have a strong 
visual way of understanding the world based on my 
experience as a cinematographer and this informs 
my art.”
Together, their work forms a rich, layered tribute 
to the maritime heritage of Aotearoa, te taiao (the 
natural world), and the relationship between rākau 
(wood) and te moana (the ocean). 
“We both love the outdoors, wildlife, animals, and 
birds so Taputeranga was an easy choice,” Allender 
continues. “It has much to offer an artist by way of 
its unique environment and species and it’s easily 
accessible above the water and below.”

“Making art gives me purpose, drives me crazy, 
and is who I am all in one,” self-taught Wellington 
painter Jonette Murray says. “There is no 
separation between the artist and the art.”
Describing her practice as her “lifelong sanctuary” 
where she seeks to create beauty as “an antidote 
to suffering”, she says that art doesn’t have a role 
in her life, but rather it is her life. 
Murray’s upcoming solo show Still Standing at 
Thistle Hall from the 9th to the 14th of September 
comprises a lush sample of largely unseen still 
lifes, a style that she has dedicated herself to for 
the last 12 years. They dive into contemporary 
visions with strong symbolist narratives, playing 
with colour, composition, brushwork, and form. 
“In this collection I have explored a few different 
methods of capturing still life, from traditional 
realism to more contemporary and abstract,” 
Murray says, adding that she loves the “sensory 
nature of paint, the feeling of it gliding across the 
board, and the satisfaction it brings visually. It is 
so versatile, and can capture such a huge range of 
expressions, from detailed and meticulous to bold 
and unapologetic”.
The exhibition also explores different ways of 
working – it’s “good to see how art changes and 
evolves”, Murray says, it’s “necessary for both the 
artist and the art”. 
“The name Still Standing is a nod to the endurance 
and resilience I have needed to draw upon 
as I have navigated becoming an ambulatory 
wheelchair user, and a reminder that despite 
what life throws at me, I am still standing”, she 
continues. “I am doing the show to remind myself 
that even though my disabilities are progressing, I 
still can hold space as an artist”.

Cast by Caitlin Devoy.

Detail of Vibrance by Lizzie Pannell.

Flotilla by Rick Allender.

Detail of Freesias by Jonette Murray.

Back to contents
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Buy – build – renovate
Refined coastal architecture

Coastal meets classy at MCooper Architects and 
Slate Construction’s Arapipi Residence. Set amongst 
the dunes of Peka Peka on the Kapiti Coast, this 
382-square-metre, two-level home was designed 
to blend naturally into its coastal setting while 
delivering refined, highly functional modern living.
A clean-lined coastal vernacular is consistent across 
Arapipi Residence. Featuring natural timber cladding, 
textured battens, deep eaves, and minimalist 
balustrades, the aesthetic is defined by soft visuals 
and thoughtful details. Materials were selected for 
durability, performance, and aesthetic warmth while 
taking into account the New Zealand conditions.
The upper floor of the Arapipi Residence features an 
expansive wraparound deck that enjoys sea views 
and plenty of sun. The indoor-outdoor flow from the 
deck to the open-plan kitchen, living, and dining 
space makes the beach views the centrepiece no 
matter where you find yourself inside. A separate 
lounge and study, plus the bathroom, bedroom, and 
master bedroom with ensuite also all enjoy sun-
drenched upper-floor placement. 
On the ground floor is a guest suite with ensuite and 
rumpus room that leads out onto the beach-facing 
lawn within easy access of the covered outdoor 
kitchen area designed especially for summer night 
cook-ups under the stars and in view of the sea. Also 
on the ground floor are the laundry and internal-
access double garage. 
The entire design celebrates coastal textures and 
tones. An ode to its surrounds, it doesn’t try to 
stand out from the dunes but rather blends into 
the sand, salt, and sea spray. Slate Construction 
prioritised making a responsive place that speaks 
to the lifestyle aspirations of its owners and the 
enduring charm of Peka Peka. No matter what 
part of the project they were working on, the team 
were committed to delivering a build in tune with its 
environment and its purpose. 
This approach rings true for all of Slate Architecture 
& Construction’s projects. The team of visionaries 
are dedicated to delivering remarkable, intelligent, 
and beautiful residential and commercial projects 
that stand as bespoke expressions of intention, 
context, culture, and location, and that are enduring 
yet progressive. Their strength lies in seamlessly 
integrating architectural design and construction 
under one roof, ensuring each project benefits form 
exceptional quality and streamlined processes. 
From planning and consents to design, construction, 
and aftercare, Slate Architecture & Construction can 
manage every aspect with pragmatism, precision, 
and passion. They operate across the central and 
lower North Island and extend beyond major cities, 
bringing outstanding architecture and construction 
to rural communities at unbeatable value. 
With a commitment to excellence and a passion 
for architecture and construction, every Slate 
Architecture & Construction project is a testament 
to their expert craftsmanship and a reflection of 
the client’s unique lifestyle and aspirations. Explore 
their portfolio and take a peek inside the Arapipi 
Residence at www.slate.co.nz

https://www.slate.co.nz
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Buy, build, renovate
Recognised excellence

Wellingtonians know the unparalleled level of 
service, huge range of products, and genuine 
dedication of the staff at Mitre 10 Crofton Downs, 
but now that they took home the Trade and 
Business of the Year Award, their excellence is 
recognised far and wide. 
“A truly deserving finalist, this store made 
significant investments in both structure and people 
over the past year,” the Mitre 10 announcement 
says. “With a clear and well-executed trade growth 
strategy, they not only delivered on key growth 
initiatives but also outperformed the market in the 
2025 financial year. Their focused approach, strong 
leadership, and commitment to execution have 
positioned them as a standout performer in the 
trade space.” 
Store manager Paul Fraser is thrilled with the 
accolade, saying that much of the store’s success 
can be traced back to the new trade centre. “Trade 
and Business of the Year is a prestigious award 
determined through customer feedback, financial 
data, and compliance with standards from Mitre 
10,” Paul beams. “We have had six nominations, 
and this is the first time winning it! This shows that 
our delivery and standards have been consistent. 
It’s a great tribute to our team and what they put 
out to our customers every single day.”
Paul, trade manager Albert du Plooy, and the Mitre 
10 crew moved the trade area in July 2024 to 
offer customers a drive-in service, a larger variety 
of timber products, and a project-management 
service. From full kitchen, bathroom, and laundry 
renovations to hard and soft landscaping, the 
onsite team comprises all the tradespeople, 
designers, and engineers needed to help redesign 
or remodel inside and outside spaces.
Mitre 10 Crofton Downs’ owner-operator Brendan 
Hall says that customers can directly access the 
extensive catalogue from the new trade site. 
“Through technology and display boards we will 
be able to show everything that is possible,” he 
says. “We project manage the whole job. We have 
tradespeople aligned with us – some are employed 
with us, and some are key partners. You can come 
in and design with us and we will do the rest.” 
The team offers assistance from conception to 
completion, made even more convenient with the 
new trade site. Currently, the main store features 
a consultation area where customers can come 
to talk about their project and iron out the details 
before getting stuck into the hands-on part. Then 
they can go get whatever supplies they need to 
get started right away. Plus, skilled tradespeople, 
project management, and an extended range of 
top-quality products will be ever accessible and 
available.
“It’s a one-stop shop,” Brendan adds. “You can 
come in with an idea or a concept and we can make 
it a reality for you.”
Pop by New Zealand’s top Mitre 10 to find exactly 
what you need for your next project or shop online 
at www.mitre10.co.nz

 
 

Mitre 10 Services
www.mitre10.co.nz/croftondowns

 
 

Bathroom Installers

Kitchen Installers Transform your kitchen

Choose the best from our rangeRefresh your bathroom

Here’s how we can help you with your next project Mitre 10 Crofton Downs will work with you from concept to completion to get your renovations sorted. We o�er 
the complete package and can manage the entire project, including working with tradesman, so you only have one point of contact and one invoice to deal with. We are your one 
stop shop for all things renovation.

Wellington

Ch
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r
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her

Churchill D

Silverstream Rd 128 Churchill Drive Monday - Friday: 7.00am - 6:00pm, Saturday & Sunday: 8:00am - 6:00pm

Phone: 04 479 8765 services.croftondowns@mitre10.co.nz facebook.com/mitre10.croftondowns www.mitre10.co.nz/croftondowns

LOCALS SUPPORTING LOCALS

Design Services

http://www.mitre10.co.nz
https://www.mitre10.co.nz/croftondowns
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Buy – build – renovate
Tried and tested

Years of dedication

Celebrating 25 years in business, Totalspan are 
New Zealand’s leading steel building experts. 
Totalspan Wellington have gone from strength to 
strength after the local operation was purchased 
by Kapiti owner operators Jamie and Nicola Hanna 
in early 2023. 
With a team of 13 and an office on Riverbank 
Road in Ōtaki, they cover the Wellington, Kapiti, 
Horowhenua, and Hutt Valley areas. The Totalspan 
team are big on service and dedicated to providing 
customers with personalised solutions-based, 
great value buildings to suit individual needs 
across residential, lifestyle, rural, and commercial 
sectors. Every building Totalspan manufacture 
comes with a 25-year Structural Guarantee 
and, when built by their team, with a five-year 
Workmanship Guarantee. 
Whatever building you are looking for, Totalspan 
can find the perfect size, colour, and specifications 
for your site and manufacture it in their 
Christchurch-based factory using New Zealand 
Steel framing and COLORSTEEL® cladding and 
roofing. 
From shelters and sheds to storage units and 
aircraft hangars, carports and garages to 
mancaves, stables, offices, and warehouses, the 
possibilities are endless, whether that’s windows 
and skylights, high pitched roofs, partition walls, 
mezzanine floors or awnings. 
Run by locals and made in New Zealand for New 
Zealand conditions, get in touch with Totalspan 
Wellington for a free, no obligation visit and quote 
to help make your vision a reality.

Just Blinds has been helping Wellingtonians find 
the perfect blinds and curtains to help keep homes 
warm in winter, cool in summer, and looking their 
best all year long for decades. Locally owned and 
operated, the team has recently moved to a new 
and improved location in Lower Hutt, but don’t 
worry, they’ll still serve customers across the 
region. 
Just Blinds offers all types of blinds manufactured 
in New Zealand and also shutters from Santa Fe. 
With so many materials, colours, and patterns 
to choose from, it’s easy to forget that the most 
important step is picking the best type of blind for 
your situation. Different blinds perform different 
functions, which is why Just Blinds has a huge 
range of products in all kinds of designs and 
materials, helping you elevate your space both 
functionally and stylistically. 
The friendly and experienced team can guide you 
through the decision-making process by outlining 
different features and taking into consideration 
your needs, budget, and circumstances. By 
carrying out a free, no-obligation measure and 
quote, the Just Blinds team can understand the 
full scope of what you’re looking for. They’ll help 
you select from the seemingly endless colours, 
patterns, designs, materials, and mechanisms. 
With maintenance and repair services available 
too, stop by the new Alicetown showroom for the 
same custom solutions and five-star service the 
Just Blinds team has always delivered.

Now Wellington agent for Santa Fe Shutters

sales@justblinds.co.nz | Tel 04 472 9920 | www.justblinds.co.nz
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-4.30pm, Sat 10am-2pm 

Custom made 
Wellington Blinds

FREE 
measure 

and quote!

Exciting new fabrics • Wide range of blinds • Colour 
consultancy • Installation - Repairs •3 year guarantee
Showroom: 405 Hutt Road, Alicetown

We have

moved to 

Lower Hutt!

Double glazing powered by uPVC joinery
Free measure and quote!   04 974 8930

We 
have moved 

to Lower Hutt!

www.ecowindows.nz | sales@ecowindows.nz | Showroom at 405 Hutt Road, Alicetown

Wednesday 5 November

Wednesday 8 October
Monday 17 November

Friday 7 November

RESIDENTIAL SHEDS, GARAGES, CARPORTS RURAL SHEDS, HORSE STABLES, BARNSCOMMERCIAL WAREHOUSES, OFFICES, ETC..

Totalspan Wellington | Kapiti | Horowhenua | Hutt Valley
Unit 1, 27 Riverbank Road, Otaki︱Ph: 04 297 0033
0800 TOTALSPAN TOTALSPAN.CO.NZ

CUSTOMISED
BUILDINGS MADE WITH

TOUGH
NZ STEEL!

AT TOTALSPAN WE ARE PROUD TO BE NZ'S LEADING STEEL BUILDING EXPERTS

Back to contents

https://www.totalspan.co.nz
https://www.justblinds.co.nz
https://www.gnarly.co.nz
https://www.links-ltd.co.nz
https://www.ecowindows.nz
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Mike Firth has built a reputation as a trusted expert in rural real estate across the Wairarapa 
region. His extensive background in farming along with his extensive connections in 
Wairarapa agribusiness gives Mike a keen understanding of the market, how to optimise 
the marketing of your property and how to obtain the best outcome for everyone.

Mike Firth 
Rural/Lifestyle Sales Consultant
M 027 463 6452 P 06 306 8484 
E mike.firth@pb.co.nz

Proud to be here pb.co.nz
Property Brokers Ltd Licensed REAA 2008

Call Mike to discuss your next move

Your Rural/Lifestyle Sales Consultant 
with Property Brokers Wairarapa

Looking for a rural property in the Wairarapa or Tararua? I can help.

Thinking of selling 
and need a 
Rural/Lifestyle 
Sales Consultant?

https://www.pb.co.nz
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Wairarapa rural living
Slow down life

Supporting Wairarapa

Trade traffic for tranquillity, swap sirens for birdsong, 
and have your morning coffee in the garden instead 
of the office by making the move to the Wairarapa 
countryside. In an online world, it’s never been 
easier to telecommute or work from your own rural 
slice of heaven. 
The perfect distance from the big city, Wairarapa’s 
natural landscape is simply beautiful. Dotted with 
bustling towns, ancient forests, and plenty to 
see and do, by making the move to a more rural 
location, you can have the best of both worlds. 
Lifestyle blocks offer unique investment 
opportunities for those wanting to get more in tune 
with nature. Perhaps you want to raise chickens, 
install solar panels, or get into beekeeping; 
whatever the reason, country living is much more 
sustainable. If you need extra cashflow, consider 
selling your produce or adding a rental unit.
The fertile Wairarapa earth is perfect for farming. 
Whether you’ve always dreamed of having an 
orchard, harvesting a vineyard, or leaning into 
animal husbandry, living off the land can be a 
hugely fulfilling and lucrative career with all kinds of 
physical and emotional benefits. 
Rural living also provides much-needed relief from 
the strains of modern life. A sunrise is a far gentler 
awakening than an alarm and living by the seasons 
gives life a more natural flow. If you’re looking for a 
change of pace, an investment opportunity, or more 
sustainable living, maybe it’s time you turned your 
gaze to the idyllic Wairarapa countryside.

Whether you’ve just recently relocated to the wide-
open, star-speckled Wairarapa having succumbed 
to the promise of a slower pace or you’ve lived 
in the region for years, you’ll know that a ride-on 
lawnmower and an ATV are must-haves when living 
on a lifestyle block. Langlands Honda in Masterton 
and Greytown can help you find your first mower 
and ATV or upgrade your current one. 
Now in their 33rd year, the family-owned business 
specialises in Honda and Husqvarna products, plus 
a range of second-hand motorcycles of all makes 
and models. Their catalogue includes Husqvarna 
ride-on and robotic lawnmowers, as well as 
motorbikes, quads, scooters, and more for both on 
and off-road purposes. The team are passionate, 
knowledgeable, and dedicated to helping new and 
long-time Wairarapa residents get around their 
lifestyle blocks. So much so that Langlands will let 
you trade in any ATV for a brand-new Honda of your 
choice because they’re built tough, built reliable, 
and built for New Zealand farms. 
Langlands are trusted, proud, and regionally 
focused. They’re in it for the long haul and 
dedicated to supporting their community with 
reliable, affordable, sustainable, and practical 
solutions, which is why they also have a full 
workshop and service department open six days a 
week. From here, the crew can fix and tune up your 
machines to run as good as new. 
Stop by one of the shops or find out more online at 
www.langlandshonda.co.nz

MASTERTON
11 Chapel Street, Masterton
Phone: 06 378 8444

www.langlandshonda.co.nz

OUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH THE RELIABLE!

Upgrade your ride today! Honda – trusted by Kiwi farmers for generations.

Got an ATV that’s seen 
better days? Trade it in 
for a brand-new Honda 
farm bike – built tough, 
built reliable, built for 
New Zealand farms.

 9Trade ANY brand
 9Competitive trade-in 
values
 9Honda durability you 
can trust

GREYTOWN
2491 SH2, Greytown
Phone: 06 304 8482

Find the perfect robotic 
mower for your lawn

Your Husqvarna robotic lawn mower is 
built for years of reliable performance.

Our range of 
Husqvarna 

ride-on mowers 
are designed to 

offer different 
solutions for 

different needs.

Ride-on 
mowers

SERVICING AND REPAIRING WAIRARAPA WIDE SINCE 2001

Mobile & Workshop • Hose repairs/replacements • Fittings • Oils 
Office: 06 370 3818 | 021 308 101 | 15 Edwin Feist Place, Masterton 
waidiesel.co.nz 0800 448 744

Ph 06 370 3818 or 
027 240 9700 (Brent) 
WE SERVICE FROM OUR 
WORKSHOP OR COME TO 
YOU WAIRARAPA WIDE

• Earthmoving & forestry machinery • Hydralic hose repairs • Tractors • Forklifts 
• 4WD vehicles • Engineering work  • Trucks & trailers • Generators • Frost protection machines 

• Small diesel engines • Campers/motor homes  • Air Liquide distributor

Carterton Plumbers provides an owner-operated service with over 25 years 
experience dealing with domestic rural water and waste systems. 

We also service grease traps, and install pumps, filters, tanks, and septic.

Phone 06 379 8849 or 021 487 044 | admin@cartertonplumbers.co.nz  
www.cartertonplumbers.co.nz       cartertonplumbers

YOUR RURAL PLUMBING SPECIALIST, 
SPECIALISING IN SEPTIC TANK INSTALL 
AND SERVICE

Back to contents

https://www.waidiesel.co.nz
https://www.cartertonplumbers.co.nz
https://www.langlandshonda.co.nz
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Design – wool 
textiles – fibre

The perfect fit

A new way

Best of the best 

D.E.A Yarns is passionate about supplying quality 
fibre to Kiwi creatives. 
Their line of garments is called Kimberly River and 
specialises in socks. Comfort is prioritised above 
all else, which is why each product is thoroughly 
tested on everyday users before it hits the market. 
From casual and office wear to rugged outdoor 
options, each pair of socks is built to meet the 
specific requirements of the job. Choose from 
diabetic socks, cotton or linen socks, boot and 
gumboot socks, bush socks, merino or possum 
socks, warm winter wool or summer socks, 
cushioned socks, and dress socks… all in a huge 
range of colours, of course! Plus there are also 
leggings, neck-warmers, hats, baby blankets, tea 
towels, and gloves. 
Whether you’re after locally crafted New Zealand 
products or you’re keen to buy the materials to do 
it yourself, you’ll find the perfect fit at D.E.A Yarns. 
Shop online at www.deayarns.co.nz or find them 
at the Feilding Craft Market on the 10th and 11th of 
October.

The Possum-Merino Felt Project champions 
sustainability, ingenuity, and creativity. It all 
began when Elisabeth Cave, Heather Gilbert, and 
Julian Bracegirdle saw the untapped potential for 
possum-merino fibre to be used as felt, rather than 
just yarn. Using Heather’s Saxon merino sheep and 
Julian’s possum fibre, and with the help of Wild 
Earth Yarns in Christchurch to process the fibres 
into batting, Elisabeth set to work on her needle-
felting machine. 
By fostering a market for possum-merino products, 
The Possum-Merino Felt Project hopes to establish 
conservation-trapping based on old-school 
gamekeeping. The idea is that conservation-
trappers will be paid at a higher rate than straight 
trapping, and this will make it viable for more 
people to do on-the-ground conservation while 
recovering the beautiful fibre at the same time. 
We want to empower people to make their own 
finished products using these beautiful fibres and 
experience the joy and healing that comes with it.

Almost 25 years ago, Gerald Lucena – 
affectionately known as Peter – started Sentosa 
Textiles after working in the industry since the 
1950s. Today, the boutique silk import and 
wholesale business is run by his daughter Anna, 
but Peter still helps out occasionally as he, like 
Anna, has a love and a knack for finding the best 
textiles. 
Selling seemingly endless silk and other fabrics 
from India and China as well as silk scarf blanks 
and other fabrics for eco and shibori dyeing, felting 
materials, silk yarns, silk sliver, and wadding, 
Sentosa is a one-stop shop for high quality silk 
products. They have supplied and are suppliers 
to major film productions including The Lord of 
the Rings trilogy and The Hobbit trilogy, top Kiwi 
designers, prestigious dance companies, bridal 
designers, fibre artists, felters, spinners, and 
weavers. 
Sentosa has become a mobile business since 
the showroom shut in 2022, so get in touch with 
Anna Lucena at info@sentosatextiles.co.nz for their 
product lists and order enquiries.

We supply NZ made cotton and wool socks

(06) 367 6227 | Shop, 12 Prouse Street, Levin    
www.deayarns.co.nz | email: deannae@xtra.co.nz

See us most Sundays at Brewtown or at the Feilding craft market

• Wool
• Alpaca
• Silk Mohair
• Wool dyes

• Linen
• Possum 

gloves

• Merino neck 
warmers

• Leggings

Phone 021 360 909 or (09) 846 8166  |  info@sentosatextiles.co.nz

• Silk fabrics (& others)
• Silk, linen & wool gauze-scarf blanks
• Mulberry silk weaving yarns

• Mulberry & tussah silk sliver
• Silk wadding
• Silk sewing thread

Possum-merino fibre and felt is super soft, super warm and 
excellent next to the skin. We make to order:

www.possummerinofelt.co.nz | Phone 027 451 4081
elisabeth@possummerinofelt.co.nz

• Pre-felt of varying thicknesses.
• Fulled felt of varying thicknesses. Hot washed and hot dried, 

shrinking the fabric about 30%, resulting in a very tightly felted 
and durable fabric.

• A-grade possum fibre

• Carded sliver – natural & dyed for spinning
• Carded sliver – for stuffing
• Carded Merino sliver – natural & dyed for felting
• Merino batts for felting
• Commission carding – specialising in fine fleeces
• Mail order

Visitors are most welcome but it is essential to phone 
ahead to ensure we will be there to assist you.

Sara and Neil Thorburn
Phone 06 374 5925  |  1076 Otope Rd, Dannevirke

100% New Zealand 
grown & made 

alpaca knitwear

www.nevaleaalpacas.co.nz

100% New Zealand Grown & Made

Knitting Yarn | Carded Fibre 
Designer Knitwear

http://www.deayarns.co.nz
https://www.deayarns.co.nz
https://www.possummerinofelt.co.nz
https://www.nevaleaalpacas.co.nz
https://www.kanecarding.co.nz
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Design – wool 
textiles – fibre

Purpose and passion

Spring into style at Zebrano

What began as a wool-buying operation almost 
70 years ago is now one of New Zealand’s most 
trusted merino retailers. The Wool Company has 
built up a reputation for excellence, establishing a 
legacy crafted over generations at the heart of New 
Zealand’s wool industry. 
Company founders Gordon and Janet Riach were 
pioneers in the field, always looking for ways to add 
value to farmers’ wool clips. When their daughter 
Margot joined the family business in the 80s, The 
Wool Company diversified into retail, starting with a 
line of hand knitting yarn. They were early adopters 
and had a website up and running by 2002, which 
today has a 40,000-strong community subscribing 
to their online catalogue. Through their website, they 
can bring New Zealand-made merino and possum 
knitwear to folks around the motu and the world. 
The Wool Company has a selection of apparel from 
Lothlorian, Noble Wide, Bay Road, and Native World, 
which sit alongside a well-curated selection of styles 
under The Wool Company label. From classic merino 
jerseys, jackets, and cardigans to merino tops and 
socks, every piece is designed with purpose and 
passion. Each garment is crafted ethically and 
sustainably in New Zealand, supporting the local 
industry, prioritising the environment, and ensuring 
your purchase will retain its quality. 
Choose your wardrobe from a company with a legacy 
of excellence that is dedicated to supporting New 
Zealand and New Zealanders. Browse the collection 
at www.thewoolcompany.co.nz

Looking for the perfect outfit for WOW®, the 
Kapiti Coast Quilters Quilt Exhibition, date night, 
or simply to refresh your everyday style? Our 
racks are brimming with fresh pieces from New 
Zealand designer labels, including Deeanne 
Hobbs, Dressed, Loobie’s Story, Obi, Curate by 
Trelise Cooper, and Jellicoe, alongside standout 
Australian and international labels such as Meg 
By Design and Moyuru. From breezy dresses to 
sharp tailoring, playful prints to easy layers, there’s 
something for every style and occasion – even that 
‘I have nothing to wear’ moment.
The new season is arriving now, and it’s time to 
welcome spring and summer with open arms – and 
maybe a little extra space in the wardrobe! 
At Zebrano, we specialise in designer clothing in 
mid to plus sizes, from 14 through to 24+, so every 
woman can find something that feels authentically 
her.
With three convenient stores across the Wellington 
region, you’re never far from a little fashion 
inspiration. Step inside and meet our in-store style 
gurus – a friendly, knowledgeable team who know 
their fabrics, fits, and how to bring your personal 
style to life. So, if your wardrobe’s feeling a bit 
winter-weary, now’s the perfect time to give it a 
seasonal lift (maybe sneak in a few fun treats for 
yourself while you’re at it!).
Pop in, say hello, and get ready to step into spring 
and summer in style. 
Zebrano – designer fashion, sizes 14-24+, for 
every occasion.

稀 攀 戀 爀 愀 渀 漀

http://www.thewoolcompany.co.nz
https://www.thewoolcompany.co.nz
https://www.zebrano.co.nz
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L-R: Louise Blackwood, Margaret Hutchison, Liz Banks.

Creative quilting

A Kiwi classic

A patchwork of colour and creativity will fill 
Southward Car Museum from 9am to 4pm on the 
13th and 14th of September for the Kapiti Coast 
Quilters Quilt Exhibition featuring over 100 pieces 
across a range of textile arts. Aotearoa Quilters’ 
Winging It exhibition will also be on display. 
Several awards are up for grabs, including for 
the overall people’s choice award and for quilts 
participating in the favourite places challenge. 
Submissions span everything from quilts and 
bags to clothes and toys. This year’s judges will be 
Catherine McDonald and Ruth Nicholas. 
11 merchants will be present at the Quilt Exhibition, 
showcasing their wares and giving attendees the 
opportunity to explore new products and swap 
ideas with professionals. Kapiti Coast Quilters Guild 
members will offer sewing demonstrations. There 
are heaps of raffle prizes to be won, including a quilt 
made with fabrics from Fox’s Cottage and Amiee’s 
Homestead Quilts. Other raffles include garden 
products from Harrisons Greenworld and a Bernette 
BERNINA sewing machine donated by Fibre Flair. 
The exhibition celebrates the art of quilting and 
provides an opportunity for creatives to come 
together, while giving prospectives the chance to get 
involved. 
Kapiti Coast Quilters Guild celebrated 25 years in 
2022 and holds meetings monthly. Their community 
quilt group crafts quilts to provide comfort and 
warmth to people in need, donating them to the 
likes of flood and fire survivors, Kapiti Women’s 
Refuge, Kapiti Youth Support, and Cosy Kiwi Kids.

Wool is New Zealand’s bread and butter. As one of 
the pillars of our economy and an important part of 
our history, wool directly or indirectly impacts every 
Kiwi living in Aotearoa. What’s more, we boast some 
of the highest-quality product in the world because 
we believe sheep should be paddock-grazed with 
their flock, where they belong. 
Kells Wool, a dynamic and progressive  
wool brokerage and manufacturing division, is 
passionate about supporting Kiwi woolgrowers to 
promote NZ wool as some of the finest in the world. 
The independent, New Zealand-owned and operated 
company promotes 100-percent natural, renewable, 
and biodegradable fibre that can be transformed 
into high-quality, long-lasting products such as 
garments, mattresses, and upholstery.
Their own line of boutique garments and 
accessories is made from premium Kiwi wool. 
Breathable and comfortable, they possess all the 
pros of woollen garments with the added benefit 
of being stylish and locally made right here in 
Aotearoa. 
Every item in the Kells Wool catalogue is born from 
nature and crafted to withstand more wear and 
fewer washes. From the signature Wooly T and 
long-sleeve tops to singlets and ponchos, hats and 
scarves to socks and underwear, plus a range of 
beautifully made blankets as well, each product will 
instantly become a staple piece in your wardrobe or 
home. 
Browse the huge range of products in all manner of 
colours and designs, and find out more at 
www.kellswool.co.nz 

Slumber and Sole
$20.00 off Glerups for Father’s Day

www.slumberandsole.co.nz

Visit our website

REDISCOVER TRUE COMFORT
www.kellswool.co.nz/shop

100% 

MERINO

Long Sleeve Scoop Neck Merino Top
100% merino wool 
Whiskey, chili, pumpkin, teal. $120

Aztec Ponchos and Blankets
Made in Ecuador 
Alpaca wool blend. $160

Merino Knit Golf Polo
Unisex (ladies shop a size down) 
100% merino wool. Navy, plantation. $165

Classic Knit Rugby Jersey
100% merino wool with coloured collar. 
Red, yellow, teal. $195

322 Jackson Street, Petone | 04 589 8902 
sewingworxinfo@gmail.com | www.sewingworx.co.nz

Sewing machine 
sales service 
and repairs. 
Industrial and 
domestic.

Kapiti store: 188 Kapiti Road, Paraparaumu
Mon-Thurs 8.30am-5pm, Fri 8.30am-4.30pm, Sat 10am-1pm
Phone 04 297 2202 | kapiti@flooringdesign.co.nz
www.flooringdesign.co.nz/kapiti
Levin store: 86 Oxford Street, Levin
Mon to Fri 9am to 4.30pm, Sat 10am to 1pm
Phone 06 367 0950 | levin@flooringdesign.co.nz 
www.flooringdesign.co.nz/levin

AUG 1ST  SEP 30TH 2025

NZ WOOL 
CARPETS

Kapiti Knitting and Lotto is a lovely shop down 
Sunny Paraparaumu Beach. We have something 

for everyone. Wool, Haberdashery, Giftware, New 
Zealand souvenirs and Lotto.

Open Monday to Saturday!
Phone 04 902 5455 | kapitiknitting@gmail.com

www.kapitiknitting.co.nz

https://www.slumberandsole.co.nz
https://www.sewingworx.co.nz
https://www.kapitiknitting.co.nz
https://www.kellswool.co.nz/shop
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Spinning dreams

Lovingly crafted to last 

Creativity unbound 

With a reputation for excellence and innovation, 
Majacraft remains dedicated to building tools 
that are easy for beginners to use and place no 
limitations on the creativity of skilful spinners and 
fibre artists. To achieve this, the Majacraft team 
pays close attention to detail and designs each 
product with interchangeable parts, meaning 
pulleys, bobbins, and flyers will all fit across the 
extensive spinning wheel catalogue. 
Each wheel is beautifully crafted with care, 
precision, and pride. The designs are unique 
and elegant, making Majacraft wheels instantly 
recognisable by their style and quality. The team 
also creates specialist accessories and innovative 
systems that are compatible across the whole 
range of machines. This means that as your 
spinning practice expands beyond the basics, your 
wheel will grow with you and can be optimised for 
your needs. 
Spin your dreams to life with Majacraft. Visit the 
website for their dealer listings and to access their 
resource section for tutorials, manuals, videos, and 
more.

The craft of eiderdowns has been in Anita Carter’s 
blood since her grandfather opened a small 
family business in Miramar in the 1940s. He later 
passed it down to her mother, and Anita learned 
the tricks of the trade while helping with filling. 30 
years on, she has created hundreds of pieces for 
her own customers. 
Utilising skills passed down through generations, 
Eiderdowns by Anita lovingly crafts beautiful 
custom eiderdowns and renews old ones past 
their prime. Anita can give eiderdowns, duvets, 
and cushions a new lease of life by remaking 
them with the fabric of your choice. She will work 
with you to pick out your ideal style and size along 
with fabric and design ideas. Her products are 
made to last, so once remade, they’ll live for years 
to come. 
Anita is constantly scouring for new fabrics and 
can’t resist turning them into eiderdowns and 
cushions. Browse her original designs by visiting  
www.eiderdowns.co.nz 

Hutt Fibre Crafts celebrates the art of creating with 
fibre. Welcoming both seasoned professionals and 
those just starting out, the group hosts regular 
meetings where they come together to share their 
knowledge, tips, and tricks on spinning, weaving, 
felting, knitting, dyeing, crochet, and more. 
Co-founder Sandy Fackney has been a knitter 
since she was 16 years old and started spinning 
wool fibre about 14 years ago, learning dyeing and 
weaving along the way. 
“As my interest grew so did the interest in sharing 
what I had learnt with others”, Sandy says, 
adding that when she realised this sentiment was 
reciprocated by many others across the Hutt Valley, 
Hutt Fibre Crafts was born. “Our group shares their 
skills and welcomes beginners on the start of their 
craft journey.”
Fibre crafts are a great stress reliever and creative 
outlet, Sandy says. She hopes others will find as 
much joy in the artform as she has through Hutt 
Fibre Crafts.

www.eiderdowns.co.nz
or contact Anita 027 457 9021

Custom made 
eiderdowns in your own 
choice of fabric & size

M A J A C R A F T
all you need to spin your dreams

• Wheels • Accessories • Resources
www.majacraft.co.nz

 

 

  

PLUS...Aotearoa Quilters

     

Southward Car Museum
Otaihanga Kapiti Coast

13-14 September - 9am to 4pm

• Merchant stalls • Raffles • Community quilters at work
• Light refreshments • Entry $10 - Eftpos available

Raffle quilt fabric generously donated by 
Fox’s Cottage & Amiee’s Homestead Quilts www.kapiticoastquilters.co.nz

Hutt Fibre Crafts
We welcome new members!

Based in Lower Hutt, Hutt Fibre Crafts 
is a group for those with an interest in 
creating with fibre - spinning, weaving, 
felting, knitting and crochet.

Contact us: 027 422 1831 Joanne or 
021 059 5495 Sandy 
huttfibrecraft@outlook.com

Free Parking | Upstairs at Capital Gateway,  
34 Thorndon Quay, Wellington 

Mon-Fri 10am-5pm | Sat 10am-4pm | Sun 10.30am-4pm
Phone: 04 473 7380 | www.bambini.nz

NZ
owned 

Shoe Fitting a 
Specialty

Gift  
Wrapping  

is Free

We’ve had a restock of our award winning Merino Kids Go 
Go Bags in two weights, standard and duvet for 3m-2yrs 
and 2-4. We’ve also added a gorgeous seasonal print to 
our Nature Baby Merino 3-Seasons Sleeping Bag range. 

Made from super fine merino that naturally regulates 
baby’s temperature for a good night’s sleep. For loads more 

merino goodness, visit us in store or jump online. 

Back to contents

https://www.bambini.nz
https://www.facebook.com/HuttFibreCrafts
https://www.eiderdowns.co.nz
https://www.majacraft.co.nz
https://www.kapiticoastquilters.co.nz
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Samuel Flynn Scott. 
Photo by Ebony Lamb. Shaun Kirk.

Bluesy business

The New Zealand Blues, Roots & Groove Festival 
returns to Palmerston North for three days of rocking 
and rhyming, jumping and jiving. The fourth annual 
extravaganza continues the legacy of Rodger Fox 
by placing 10 local, national, and international acts 
on the Globe Theatre stage from the 5th to the 7th of 
September. 
Kicking off the festivities on Friday at 7:30pm are 
Kevin Downing’s 101 Lab Band joined by Erna Ferry 
and Samuel Flynn Scott of The Phoenix Foundation 
fame, while Saturday starts with a bang at 11am 
with the Bent Horseshoe Record Fair. 
Saturday’s musical musings begin at 1pm with the 
Ben Wilcox Trio – expect their acclaimed releases 
plus brand-new material. Up next will be award-
winning troubadour Shaun Kirk from Melbourne, 
known for his gritty, soulful vocals. Wellington-based 
band Blues Clues bring the souls of legends like 
Muddy Waters, B.B. King, Stevie Ray Vaughan, and 
Eric Clapton to Palmerston North, while Graeme 
James and Sonic Delusion (André Manella) deliver 
their signature live looping indie music. Closing out 
Saturday are The Recliner Rockers with their thrilling 
antics. 
After performing in the foyer throughout the 
weekend, Karen Clarke Blues Woman gets it 
all going on Sunday at 1pm with a show on the 
mainstage. The effervescent Carol Bean Ensemble 
is up next, while Two Bluesy Blondes – Julie Lamb 
and Erna Ferry – bring the curtain down on the 
2025 Blues, Roots & Groove Festival with harmonica 
howls, groovy growls, and bluesy business.

Feilding, a quiet rural town in the heart of 
Manawatū, continues to surprise and delight 
art lovers across New Zealand. Often hailed by 
visitors as the country’s best regional art centre, 
the Feilding Art Centre is home to the highly 
anticipated Manawatū Art Awards – an annual 
celebration of creativity that draws entries from 
every corner of Aotearoa. Last year featured artists 
from Auckland to Wellington competing for coveted 
awards with the winning entry all the way from 
Gisborne.
This October, the Manawatū Art Awards return 
with thousands in cash prizes and a renewed 
commitment to showcasing New Zealand’s finest 
artistic talent. Artists are invited to submit up to 
two original works, with one entry per medium. 
Accepted media include painting, sculpture, fibre 
art, photography, digital art, and more.
All selected works will be proudly displayed at the 
Feilding Art Centre and featured in the Art Trail 
Manawatū, offering artists valuable exposure 
to collectors, curators, and the wider public. 
Whether you’re an emerging artist or a seasoned 
professional, this is your chance to be part of one 
of New Zealand’s most respected regional art 
events.
Entries close Wednesday the 24th of September 
with the exhibition running from the 2nd of October 
until the 1st of November. Visit the Feilding Art 
Centre to discover art in the heart of Manawatū.
For entry forms, guidelines, and more information, 
visit their website at www.feildingartsociety.com

Feilding’s hidden gem

October 10th & 11th 2025 
9.00am-4.00pm 

Manfeild Stadium, 59 South Street, Feilding

The Feilding Craft Market

feildingcraftmarket.co.nz
$10 Entry, Children 12 and under free

NZ’s Largest Indoor Craft Market 
$50 spot vouchers given during both days

Makino Aquatic 
Centre
10 Council Place, 
Feilding
www.mdc.govt.nz

With new freedom camping spots and
old favourites, the Manawatū District is

ready to welcome you. 

Pack your sense of adventure.
Discover stunning locations, friendly

locals, and wide-open spaces.

Plan your stay by scanning
the QR code or visiting
mdc.govt.nz/camping-grounds

Stay Your Way

Manawatu A&P Show 
2025 – Manfeild Park Feilding

Sat 1st & Sun 2nd November 
Gates open at 9am

More information at 
www.manawatushow.co.nz 

or        ManawatuAandP

Back to contents

https://www.feildingartsociety.com
https://www.feildingcraftmarket.co.nz
https://www.mdc.govt.nz/camping-grounds
https://www.mdc.govt.nz
https://www.manawatushow.co.nz
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Explore. Ride. Relax. Repeat.

Heavenly Hanmer

Looking for adventure in Hanmer Springs? Hanmer 
Adventure is your one-stop shop for fun in the 
outdoors. Whether you’re here for the weekend or 
lucky enough to call this alpine village home, we’ve 
got everything you need to get outside and make 
the most of it.
Hire one of our mountain bikes and hit the trails 
– there’s something for every level, from scenic 
rides to heartpumping downhill tracks. For a bit of 
quirky fun, try out our rocket hire (yes, rocket hire!) 
or gather your friends and family for some classic 
outdoor games. We’ve got Tumbling Tower, Kubb, 
and Cornhole – perfect for backyard battles or 
parkside picnics.
Hanmer Springs is the perfect backdrop for 
adventure – with forest tracks, rivers, and 
mountains right on our doorstep, there’s no 
shortage of ways to explore. Whether you’re here 
to recharge, challenge yourself, or simply enjoy 
the fresh alpine air, Hanmer Adventure is the ideal 
starting point for your day out.
We also run a shuttle service to the newly reopened 
St James Cycle Trail and St James/Te Araroa 
Walkway, making it easy to access one of New 
Zealand’s most stunning backcountry areas. 
Whether you’re tackling the full trail or just a 
section, we’ll get you and your gear there hassle-
free.
From quality bike equipment to outdoor clothing 
and swimwear our retail store has you sorted. 
Hanmer Adventure – where fun and fresh air go 
hand in hand.

Renowned for its natural hot waters, Hanmer 
Springs is a paradise on Earth. The town is a 
haven for nature lovers in particular, with tracks 
and trails, activities and adventures aplenty to 
keep visitors busy all day and hot tubs under 
the stars to enjoy come nighttime. The natural 
landscape surrounding the town looks straight out 
of a storybook, providing endless opportunities for 
biking, hiking, golfing, horse trekking, and more. 
Springs Holiday Houses are located across the 
village, meaning there is something for every 
kind of traveller – whether you’re flying solo, with 
someone special, or have the whole family in tow. 
From relaxing, luxurious havens to rentals perfect 
for those who want to explore everything this 
beautiful slice of Aotearoa has to offer, Springs 
Holiday Houses can find something to suit your 
needs and budget. 
Enjoy an easy, hassle-free holiday with quality 
linen and towels provided at the fully furnished, 
standalone Hanmer Lake Villas. The beds will 
be made up for your arrival and a full cleaning 
service is included upon your departure, so you 
can spend your time enjoying your vacation instead 
of worrying about your accommodation. Plus, they 
all feature picturesque mountain views and are 
located within two minutes from the centre of town. 
Arrive ready for adventure and get  
the most out of your Hanmer getaway  
with Springs Holiday Houses. Find out more and 
book your stay at www.springsholidayhouses.co.nz

BOOK YOUR HANMER SPRINGS GETAWAY / www.springsholidayhouses.co.nz / 027 315 5352 / 03 315 5352 / stay@springsholidayhouses.co.nz

Unwind & Get back to nature at our cosy alpine 
retreat & 10 authenic chalets!

03 315 7097 | 0800 315 709 
www.chaletsmotel.co.nz 
56 Jacks Pass Road, Hanmer Springs

Children’s play area | Sky TV, Free Wifi, DVD Library 
BBQ & Laundry area | Ample parking space

An iconic cosy café in a beautifully restored 
Culverden villa. Proudly offering delicious 
food, great coffee, and a warm welcome for 
over 17 years!

03 315 8492 | 2 Highfield St, Culverden

20 CONICAL HILL ROAD, HANMER SPRINGS | 0800 368 7386

www.hanmeradventure.co.nz

Get some gear, hire 
our bikes, games 
& rockets or take 

a shuttle to the 
mountains.   

We have it all at  
HANMER ADVENTURE

Back to contents

https://www.hanmeradventure.co.nz
https://www.chaletsmotel.co.nz
https://www.springsholidayhouses.co.nz
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Indulge in ultimate relaxation and restoration 
at Maruia Hot Springs. In their new Thermal 
Tranquility Rooms and Suite, you can step onto a 
private deck to soak in your very own outdoor bath 
fed by natural geothermal waters while taking in 
the beauty of the bush-clad Southern Alps and 
Maruia River. 
With calming interiors, curated comforts, and 
exclusive access to all wellness facilities, the 
Thermal Tranquility Rooms and Suite features 
a generous bedroom, spacious living area, and 
thoughtfully designed amenities to give guests a 
boutique experience where they can indulge in self-
care in complete privacy and luxury. 
Maruia Hot Springs are set on the Lewis Pass 
Scenic Reserve with the waters being long 
harnessed for physical and emotional wellbeing. 
The geothermal waters are infused with natural 
minerals and trace elements which are said to 
have all kinds of health benefits.
It’s the ultimate wellness escape: a sanctuary for 
rest, renewal, and rejuvenation.

The perfect pitstop between Christchurch and 
Kaikōura, Cheviot is small but mighty when it 
comes to things to see and do. 
Grab supplies from town or the weekend market 
and head to the Cheviot Hills Domain, which 
features specimen plantings that date back to 
1860. Next, make your way to Cathedral Cliffs – 
a picture-perfect natural wonder – or Gore Bay 
Beach, where some of the baches date back to the 
1850s. 
Mata Kopae / St Annes Lagoon wildlife sanctuary 
is overflowing with native species and waterfowl, 
while the Hurunui and Waiau rivers are perfect for 
anglers looking to catch trout or sea-run salmon. 
There is plenty to do in town as well! Mosey around 
the museum and galleries, enjoy the eateries, 
browse the boutiques, and sample vino at cellar 
doors from the nearby Waipara wine region. If 
you’re in town on the weekend of the 31st of 
October, then you’re in luck: the Celebrate Cheviot 
festival will be in full swing!

The scenic drive to Maruia Springs through Lewis 
Pass is almost as beautiful as the destination. Take 
a road trip snaking through the Hurunui District for 
picture-perfect vistas aplenty. 
The 45-minute journey from Cheviot is flanked with 
rolling meadows and verdant trees as it weaves its 
way through bucolic countryside to Amberley. The 
relaxed rural town is brimming with eateries and 
craft shops. 
Looping around, you’ll begin your steady trek 
towards the foothills of the Southern Alps. Culverden 
is the perfect place to stop for a stroll in the gardens 
and a cuppa at one of the local cafés framed by a 
mountain backdrop. 
Before entering Lewis Pass, stop off in Hanmer 
Springs. You’ll want to while away an afternoon 
wandering the tree-lined streets of this charming 
town. The pass itself is defined by dramatic scenery, 
crossing coursing rivers, shimmering lakes, and 
misty peaks until finally delivering road-trippers to 
the thermal wonderland of Maruia Springs.

Connect and indulge 

Small but mighty 

Scenic journey 

Lewis Pass, South Island, New Zealand         www.maruiahotsprings.nz

Your peaceful
retreat awaits
Step onto our new thermal 
tranquillity rooms to soak in your 
very own private outdoor thermal bath 
fed by natural geothermal waters.

Discover the fascinating history of the Cheviot 
area through captivating exhibitions, rare 

artefacts & historic photographs

Visit Cheviot Heritage Museum 
– Opening This Summer!

Entry by donation
36 Hall Street, Cheviot

www.cheviotmuseum.nz

CHEVIOT MUSEUMCHEVIOT MUSEUM

Come to our shop during 2025 
Celebrate Cheviot Festival! 

(31 Oct – 2 Nov)

cheviotmenzshed.nz 
5 Seddon Street, Cheviot

Cheviot Men’s Shed is a friendly place for 
men of all ages to connect, share skills, and 

work on hands-on projects like woodworking, 
metalwork, and repairs — all in a relaxed, 

supportive space!

A beautifully restored 1900s retreat nestled in lush, established gardens
Perfect for a tranquil escape with a touch of luxury!

Book direct: 021 176 8876  |  697 Leader Road East, RD 4, Cheviot

EXCELLENT ESPRESSO, FOOD, AND SERVICE
Recharge with us on your South Island road trip!

03 314 9411 | 95 Carters Road, Amberley | www.norwestercafe.co.nz

Back to contents

https://www.cheviotmuseum.nz
https://www.cheviotmenzshed.nz
https://www.norwestercafe.co.nz
https://www.maruiahotsprings.nz
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Pou  Herenga  Tai

Twin  Coast  
Cycle  Trail

Experience 
New Zealand's 
most northern 
Great Ride

Check out our website for more inspiration 
twincoastcycletrail.kiwi.nz

The trail tells the story of an emerging nation, capturing 

Northland, its quaint towns, untouched rural landscapes, 
and picture-perfect coastlines. 

The Twin Coast Cycle Trail stretches 87 km from Ōpua on 
the east coast, includes a short train ride, then cycle across 
heartland to Hōreke on the Hokianga Harbour on the west.

https://www.twincoastcycletrail.kiwi.nz
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News
Wellington Silver Screeners: 
Ross Payne

Aotearoa’s favourite ukulele trio The Nukes 
dropped their brand-new song Max the Musical 
Mosquito across music streaming platforms on 
the 30th of May, which leads the charge on their 
new EP Creature Feature. A catchy, country-
swinging, brain-tickling tune about an airplane-
obsessed kid who is woken up in the middle of 
the night by a ukulele-playing mosquito, the song 
comes to life in a technicolour, toe-tapping fever 
dream that’s part hoedown, part surreal bedtime 
story thanks to Wellington animator Ross Payne. 
The bouncy, punchy, and ever-so-whimsical music 
video is just the newest feather in the local 
animator’s cap. Preferring the traditional 2D style 
of animation reminiscent of Looney Tunes and 
Tom and Jerry, he’s created countless cartoons 
the old-fashioned way: frame by frame, detail by 
detail. His long career in the field has led him to 
the wonderful world of children’s music, creating 
characters and stories for the likes of Loopy Tunes 
Preschool Music and award-winning children’s 
music artist fleaBITE. That’s not to say he doesn’t 
do stuff for grownups too! In fact, he’s got a knack 
for caricatures in particular and teaches both 
drawing and animation at Inverlochy Art School. 
I dialled him in to ask what all the buzz is about. 
What sparked your interest in animation and 
storytelling?
I did design school at AIT [Auckland Institute 
of Technology] back in the day and we learned 
everything: printmaking, photography, the works. 
It was great. One of the things was animation, and 
when I saw my first animation I was transfixed. I 
think it was seeing the drawings that I did moving 
that captured me, because they were bouncing 
and exploding and everything. So, that’s always 
carried through as a fascination. 
Do you remember what that first animation 
was?
Yes, it was of a train station. The tracks flopped 
down, the train station fell down from above, and 
the ground started bouncing. When I first saw it, 
the tutor was saying, ‘That’s good, you could do 
this, and do that’, but I wasn’t listening because 
I just wanted to see this whole thing moving. I’ve 
lost that first animation over the years.
Maybe you can recreate it someday!
[Laughs.] That’s a good point! Go back to my 
roots. 
How would you describe your animation style?
Lately it’s been very cartoony. Mostly it’s old 
school Warner Bros. type, because when I was 
first studying and working in animation we were 
working on Animaniacs, this was back in 93 
maybe. So it was that type of animation – really 
bouncy, squash, stretch sort of style. That carried 
through and is suitable for The Nukes’ music 
video because the song was very bouncy and fun. 
I’ve ended up doing a lot of the animation for New 
Zealand kids’ music lately because of word of 
mouth and they’re quite a tight knit group. 
So, a very bouncy style, not that I’m restricted to 
that, but it lends itself well to this mosquito song. 
How did you break into the industry? 
Back in the day, there was a company in Auckland 
where I was, and they had a short course 
available for three months. Then, basically, they 
picked out the best people from the course 
and brought them in to be understudies at the 
company so they could study on the job. They 
were doing Warner Bros. contracts. Then I got 
offered work in Wellington doing commercials.
How would you describe working here? 
I’m in a little bubble really by doing the animation 
for music clients and doing all the animation 
myself. I used to be working in animation 
companies, but the traditional 2D animation 
has gone out of favour with 3D. I have done a 
bit of 3D, but I love the old 2D. I’ve been kind of 
freelancing on my own for a while, but it’s good!
What have been some career highlights for you? 
The highlight really is getting aired on TV or 
YouTube and getting reactions from people.
It must be so amazing seeing that final product 
on screen. I know it is with the paper. 
Yes, very much, and when it’s posted or aired 
and I see it responding to what I’ve tried to 
communicate. If that works well, then I am happy!
Tell me about Max The Musical Mosquito.
Any song that has some sort of narrative to it is 
always good so that animation can help with that 
communication in the song by the imagery. Max 
definitely had a story of the mosquito and the 
singer casting back to when he was a young boy 
in his bedroom. Initially the mosquito was very 
annoying, and then he came to enjoy this song 
that the mosquito was buzzing. 
What does your process look like when you’re 
developing a character like the mosquito?
I talk a lot with the musician and get their ideas, 
and in the initial stages, at least, there’s a lot 
of collaboration, more so than the later stages 
where I’m in the process. It’s good to get story 
background or relevant information about the 
song and what it means to them; what they hope 
people get out of it. Then my animation can 
enhance and assimilate with the music to have 
a creative story. Then I work on design ideas, 
characters. and backgrounds and things, by doing 
some very rough sketches to get some feedback 
from the client and go through to storyboard and 
animatic. Animatic is basically a storyboard with 
the music. It’s a very rough version of what the 
final thing will be. That helps with developing the 
story, the pacing and how long each shot is going 
to be, and stuff like that. You refine it as you go, 
sort of like how musicians do a demo. 
What advice would you give someone trying to 
start their career in animation?
The biggest pointer is learning how to draw. It’s 
not so important for 3D, but 2D you have to learn 
how to draw. It’s kind of learning how to walk and 
run, because drawing is one thing to concentrate 
on and getting it to move is another. Having said 
that, there’s a lot of fun to be had just by doing 
animation at the level of drawing that you’ve got 
already. I used to say practise, practise, but now 
I say, learn something and practise it, then learn 
something else and practise both of them, and 
then learn something else and practise all three.
What’s next?
I can’t really say the moment! But more music 
videos in the works. I am open to doing animation 
for music that isn’t necessarily for kids as well – 
although I have specialised in this bouncy, kiddy 
style, I can do animation that’s for an older age 
group too. 
I also teach drawing and animation at Inverlochy 
Art School. I enjoy it because I think about what 
I would have liked to have learned when I was 
a kid and try and pass on what I know to get 
people enthused about animation, because I 
hope that 2D animation is going to keep going. 
It’s quite enjoyable articulating what I know and 
transferring it to other people.

Self-portrait by Ross Payne.

Still from Max the Musical Mosquito.
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Knee-slapping nonsense 

Suffused with personality 

All gigglers and guffawers, chortlers and chucklers 
are to report to The Opera House on the 11th of 
September for musical comedian Kevin Bloody 
Wilson’s Aussie Icon Tour. Performing his funniest 
songs, sharing his most hilarious stories, and 
shooting down political correctness alongside his 
hitmaker daughter Jenny Talia, the Aussie ledge will 
visit Wellington for one night only following a slew 
of sold-out New Zealand and international gigs. 
Kev may have 350 million TikTok views, but he’s 
been writing ditties and selling millions of albums 
since before the internet was even invented – not 
to mention packing out venues from Kalgoorlie to 
Kansas. And he shows no signs of slowing down. 
“There is just too much political correctness to 
incorrect,” he beams. “I love being on stage when 
every bugger in the audience knows every word to 
my songs”. 
His journey to politically incorrect stardom started 
over 40 years ago, when people couldn’t even 
use most four-letter words in public much less on 
the radio. But that didn’t stop Kev from changing 
words to famous songs and writing his own proudly 
unfiltered, outrageous bangers. Now, he’s a global 
star with a multi-generational cult fanbase and 
multi-platinum albums to boot. 
Whether you’re a proud member of what the 
comedian calls his Dilligaf Choir or you’re yet to be 
acquainted with the outlaw entertainer, catch Kevin 
Bloody Wilson for a knee-slapping night of fun.

For the first time in more than a decade, the New 
Zealand Symphony Orchestra (NZSO) performs one 
of the most powerful symphonic works ever written: 
Gustav Mahler’s monumental Sixth Symphony. 
The 80-minute musical equivalent of a movie 
blockbuster, Mahler 6 in Wellington at the Michael 
Fowler Centre on the 5th of September will feature 
more than 100 players, including two harps, 
offstage bells, and the famous unforgettable sound 
of giant hammer blows.
What has come to be known as the Mahler hammer 
must make a sound that is “brief and mighty but 
dull in resonance and with a non-metallic character 
– like the fall of an axe”, the composer instructed. 
Tasked with that job and using a specially crafted 
box and hammer is section principal percussionist 
Leonard Sakofsky [pictured].
“The hammer and box are truly one of a kind and 
are exquisite pieces of art in their own right,” 
Sakofsky says. “I am honoured to play them and 
look forward to striking the mighty blows of fate.”
Leading the orchestra for this colossal masterpiece 
is NZSO artistic advisor and principal conductor 
Gemma New, whose interpretations of Mahler have 
earned her widespread praise for their depth and 
clarity. 
Mahler’s symphonies are “suffused with 
personality”, according to American composer 
Aaron Copland, who adds that the composer “has 
his own way of doing and saying everything”. The 
Sixth is nicknamed the tragic symphony for its 
emotional intensity and dramatic structure.

Photo by Tony Mott.

SHANE WALKER.

Honour and harmony

Compassion or contempt?

The Pacific Music Awards lit up the Due Drop 
Events Centre in Manukau, Auckland on the 21st 
of August. Marking its 21st year, the vibrant event 
brought together artists, families, and communities 
to honour the rich tapestry of Pacific music and its 
impact across Aotearoa and beyond.
SHANE WALKER emerged as a standout artist, 
winning NZ Music Commission Best Pacific Male 
Artist, APRA Best Pacific Song for BELIEVE, and the 
SunPix People’s Choice Award – Best Pacific Artist.
Aaradhna was awarded Auckland Council Best 
Pacific Female Artist for her album Sweet Surrender 
and featured on the winning track for the NZ On 
Air Streaming Award, They Don’t Know, alongside 
Savage.
The group A.R.T claimed two accolades: FLAVA Best 
Pacific Group and the NZ On Air Radio  
Airplay Award for their hit When He Was Mine  
(Pele Fo’i Mai).
Sam V continued his winning streak, securing the 
RNZ Best Pacific Soul/RnB Artist award for 90’s 
Fine and Rolling Your Eyes, as well as MPGNZ/SAE 
Creative Media Institute Best Producer alongside 
Astro and EDYONTHEBEAT.
The prestigious Ministry for Pacific Peoples 
Lifetime Achievement Award was presented to 
Opetaia Foa’i, honouring his decades of dedication 
to Pacific music and storytelling.
Two special awards were also announced. BLK 
Entertainment was awarded the Arch Angel 
Independent Music Award, and DJ K-SWIZZ was 
celebrated with the Matai Special Recognition 
Award.
This is just a small sample of the winners of the 
2025 Pacific Music Awards, which serve as a 
powerful reminder of the strength and beauty of 
Pacific voices. Check out the full list at  
www.pacificmusicawards.org.nz

Stagecraft will open the curtain on Iron, an intense 
psychological drama set in a women’s prison, on 
the 27th of August. Running at Gryphon Theatre 
until the 6th of August, this Rona Munro play is not 
a whodunnit, but why. 
Josie Kerr desperately wants to understand why 
her mother, Fay Kerr, killed her father. Fay has 
been in prison, estranged from her daughter, since 
the murder 15 years ago. Under the constant 
scrutiny of the guards, the pair try to reconnect 
as their competing desires test the limits of their 
mother-daughter bond. 
Karen Anslow says taking the role of ‘lifer’ Fay is 
highly challenging but immensely rewarding. 
“For me, playing Fay is like walking a tightrope 
over a pit of guilt and longing, with her sharp 
wit, hidden truths, and the occasional emotional 
earthquake keeping me on my toes. I can’t wait 
to find out if the audience will feel compassion for 
her, or contempt.”
Director Campbell Wright affirms that Iron will 
make you think about how society perceives 
those who commit serious crimes – and women 
in particular – saying its central message still 
resonates today.
“Even as our current government is taking away 
the rights of prisoners and trying to look tough 
on crime, this play asks us to reconsider what it 
truly means to be held as a prisoner, and how that 
affects our society.”
At the heart of the multilayered story, Wright says, 
is an absorbing mother-daughter story, with equally 
compelling relationships orbiting around Josie and 
Fay. 
“And underpinning all this is the bigger story 
around how prison institutionalises people.”

Photo by Emily K Brown Photography.
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Sexual health & 
wellbeing

Back to contents

What can we do?

World Sexual Health Day has one goal: raise 
awareness about the importance of sexual health, 
rights, justice, and pleasure for all. Held on the 4th of 
September since 2010, the day is celebrated in 60 
countries around the world with events and activities 
in schools, hospitals, clinics, libraries, universities, 
public spaces, and businesses. 
According to the Declaration of Sexual Rights, sexual 
health requires a positive and respectful approach 
to sexuality and sexual relationships, as well as the 
possibility of having pleasurable and safe sexual 
experiences, free of coercion, discrimination, and 
violence. This statement is the kaupapa of World 
Sexual Health Day every year, with the 2025 theme 
focusing on what we can do to improve sexual 
justice. 
Sexual justice is essential in achieving sexual 
health, rights, and pleasure for all people without 
discrimination, fear, shame, and stigma. It protects 
the right to bodily autonomy and reproductive 
choice for everyone everywhere and affirms the 
rights, dignity, needs, and identities of our Rainbow 
communities too. The best way to champion sexual 
justice is to ensure access to accurate, uncensored, 
evidence-based information about sexuality and 
health. 
There are plenty of ways you can celebrate World 
Sexual Health Day on the 4th of September. From 
attending events or activities to organising them, 
volunteering for local organisations to raising 
awareness on social media, and even by simply 
educating yourself, you’re helping people everywhere 
achieve sexual justice.

Staying healthy

Taking charge of your health is always a 
wise decision, and when it comes to sexually 
transmitted infections (STIs), getting tested is 
an important first step. Knowing your status, 
particularly with conditions like HIV, empowers you 
to manage your wellbeing.
Body Positive, an organisation dedicated to 
supporting individuals living with HIV, offers a 
wide range of services and has helpful resources 
available online.
If you receive a positive HIV test result, it’s 
important to begin treatment as soon as possible, 
which is available to anyone living with HIV. 
Significant advancements have been made 
over the years, resulting in highly effective and 
convenient options. These treatments allow people 
living with HIV to lead healthy lives and achieve 
an undetectable viral load. When the virus is 
undetectable, it cannot be transmitted sexually – 
this is often referred to as U=U, or undetectable 
equals untransmittable, meaning there is zero risk 
of passing it on.
For those who receive a negative result, there are 
proactive steps to remain negative. Using condoms 
offers protection against most STIs. Additionally, 
PrEP provides a high level of protection – up to 99 
percent – against HIV. PEP can also be effective 
when started within 72 hours after potential 
exposure. These options are available to all 
individuals.
For further information about STIs, HIV, and 
practices that promote healthy sexual wellbeing, 
as well as a wealth of resources to support your 
health, visit www.bodypositive.org.nz
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Paint the town blue

Each year more than 4000 Kiwi men will be 
diagnosed, and New Zealand will lose around 700 
men to prostate cancer. But it doesn’t have to be 
that way. 
Early detection and appropriate treatment can 
mean the difference between life and death, and 
the Prostate Cancer Foundation of NZ (PCFNZ) 
is committed to advocating for better health 
outcomes today, and for future generations. 
That’s why every year, PCFNZ hosts an initiative 
called Blue September, which calls on Kiwis across 
the motu to bring awareness to and fundraise for 
prostate cancer. Workplaces, friends, families, 
teams, and social groups are encouraged to find a 
way to raise funds that can help improve research, 
provide support, and get a buzz going. And there 
are heaps of ways to get involved! 
Whether you implement a swear jar, organise a 
golf tournament, plan a work dress-up day, get a 
sausage sizzle going, enjoy a sports day, or even 
just have a chat with a mate at your local, every 
small or big action could help save a life. 
“The 42,000 men currently living with prostate 
cancer in New Zealand are not just a statistic: they 
are our dads, sons, grandads, and best mates who 
do not deserve to have the opportunity to share in 
the lives of their families and those around them 
taken away far too soon, when an achievable 
alternative exists,” PCFNZ CEO Peter Dickens says, 
adding that, aside from fundraising, the major goal 
of Blue September is to get men talking about the 
illness. 
Talk to your doctor, your family, and your mates and 
find out more at www.blueseptember.org.nz

2477 S.H.2, Greytown
Wairarapa 5794

Telephone: (06) 304 9245 
Proud to support 

The Prostate Cancer Foundation
6 David Street, Palmerston North 

dave@hughesglass.co.nz

DAVE Ph (06) 358 4308
Mobile (027) 635 8979

SPECIAL RATES FOR PENSIONERS

HUGHES GLASS

Specialists in:
• DOUBLE 
 GLAZING
• REGLAZING
• NEW GLAZING
• MIRRORS
• CAT DOORS
• FURNITURE 
 GLASS
• GOOD RATES

SERVICING MANAWATU

WWW.KWIKILL.CO.NZ

Mice, Rats, Cockroaches, Fleas, Flies, Wasps, Spiders
Contact Paul: 027 246 9374 or Office: 04 236 8398 
Mon to Fri: 8am - 4.30pm

COMMERCIAL AND DOMESTIC PEST CONTROL

FOOD SAFETY COMPLIANCE SPECIALISTS. 
PEST CONTROL

PROUD TO SUPPORT 
THE PROSTATE CANCER 

FOUNDATION

Let’s get cracking!Let’s get cracking!
NZQA accredited provider of:

BASIC FOOD SAFETY  
LCQ Bar Manager Training 

COA Security Training
Visit our website and get in touch: www.pop.ac.nz

Proud to support the 
Prostate Cancer Foundation

Easy finance  
options available

Low or no deposit finance 
available! We also offer 
Protecta mechanical warranties 
for worry free motoring.

Ph. 04 566 6484 | sales@tradeinclearance.co.nz
125 - 127 Gracefield Road, Lower Hutt 

 www.tradeinclearance.co.nz

Proud to support the NZ Prostate Cancer Foundation

We trade Cars, Boats & 
more check us out online!

1000 Vehicles 
On Site

0800 762 267 
www.cherryvite.co.nz

Tart Cherry Supports...
• Better sleep 
• Reduced joint and muscle pain 
• Natural recovery from sport 

and training 
• Reduced stress levels 
• Increased joint mobility 
• Healthy uric acid balance in joints

The richest natural
source of Super Antioxidants!

Get a good nights 
sleep with Cherryvite

10% 
discount on 
first order

From Wellington, Porirua, Kapiti to 
Horowhenua, we provide qualified and 
professional arborist services.

Proud to support the Prostate Cancer Foundation

Our services include:
• Tree trimming
• Felling
• Dismantling

• Hedging
• Pruning
• Full waste removal

• Tree health
• Planting

Fully qualified and totally insured, please get in 
touch to receive your free quote

027 343 8846 or jade@elitearb.co.nz WWW.ELITEARB.CO.NZ

SUPERIOR TREE MANAGEMENT

Buy, Sell, 
Think Sold On Jude & Bill

Proud to support the Prostate Cancer Foundation

Ray White Leaders Masterton REAA 2008

Jude Clark
027 611 9199

Bill McLinden
021 262 4519

25+ years experience - Lifestyle & Residential

04 567 7149 • thejoineryshopltd@gmail.com 
www.thejoineryshop.co.nz

Proud to support the Prostate Cancer Foundation

Your trusted service with  
35 years in the industry

PROFESSIONAL 
SOUND SYSTEMS, 
FEEL THE MUSIC

soundservicesinfo@gmail.com | +64 274 496 862
soundservices.net.nz | Address: P.O. Box 54 196, Mana Wellington

SALES SOUND INSTALLATION

Proud to support the Prostate Cancer Foundation

https://www.cherryvite.co.nz
https://www.thejoineryshop.co.nz
https://www.elitearb.co.nz
https://www.tradeinclearance.co.nz
https://www.kwikill.co.nz
https://www.pop.ac.nz
https://www.soundservices.net.nz
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Garden Centre ExtensionMITRE 10 CROFTON DOWNS
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Churchill D

Silverstream Rd MITRE 10 CROFTON DOWNS

Phone : 04 479 8765 

128 Churchill Drive

cs.croftondowns@mitre10.co.nz

facebook.com/mitre10.croftondowns

www.mitre10.co.nz/croftondowns

Monday - Friday 7.00am - 6.00pm  Saturday & Sunday 8.00am-6.00pm

More Range

More Volume

Special orders

New Design and planning Hub

Watch out for updates on our new Wellington store opening Tory Street in November!

Proud to support The Prostate Cancer Foundation

We specialise in residential and 
commercial moves. From packing to 
unpacking – we look after you like we 
are moving our own family.

Phone Michelle on 0274 23 27 71 or 0800 23 27 71 
E: furnitureremovalsolutions@gmail.com

ARE  YOU MOVING?

• Expert mechanical services at 
competitive rates

• Professional services
• Experienced team

Brendon Motors Karori • 144 Karori Road, Karori
Ph 04 476 8338 Kyle Nelson & Dave Knight | karori@brendonmotors.co.nz

 

A marina that ticks
all the right boxes

The best marina in Wellington is located at the
north-east end of the harbour...in Seaview.

Contact us to book or enquire:

04 568 3736 admin@seaviewmarina.co.nz

Join us - berths available! Scan for more info

www.seaviewmarina.co.nz

Would you like to have fun and learn to converse in 
Italian with friendly classmates and a passionate teacher? 
Take a look at the website for more info. Classes are held 
Thursday evenings. All levels catered for. 

Call Anna 021 118 5833 
www.speakitalian.co.nz 021.188.8048

GIVE US A CALL TODAY

DEADBOLTS
INSTALLED
STARTING

FROM

 $165
plus GST

HAVE A DEADBOLT PROFESSIONALLY
INSTALLED ON ALL YOUR EXTERIOR DOORS

PROUD TO SUPPORT 
THE PROSTATE CANCER 

FOUNDATION!

Proud to support the  
Prostate Cancer 

Foundation!

31b Ulric Street Plimmerton

Phone: (04) 233-8770
office@everiss.nz

www.everiss.nz

Sarah the Scientist can run science birthday 
parties and experiences that make science fun and 
inspiring for everyone.  
As well as birthday parties we can cater for retirement 
villages, rest homes, schools, and larger events. We also 
offer professional development courses. We will tailor your 
experience to make science exciting and interactive or 
teach you cool experiments you can do yourself. 
If you are interested in booking a Birthday Party, 
Science Experience, Specialist Teaching, or Professional 
Development we would love to hear from you.

Proud to support the Prostate Cancer Foundation

www.sarahthescientist.co.nz or 021 022 29002

Back to contents

https://www.mitre10.co.nz/croftondowns
https://www.speakitalian.co.nz
https://www.sarahthescientist.co.nz
https://www.seaviewmarina.co.nz
https://www.everiss.nz
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When it comes to teen icons and Hollywood 
royalty there are few that surpass Lindsay Lohan 
and Jamie Lee Curtis respectively. Together in 
the early 2000s, they made what my generation 
would call cinematic gold in Freaky Friday. Co-
starring in the 2025 sequel Freakier Friday, 
they’ve mined somewhat of a diamond in the 
rough, full of messy and sparkly moments in 
equal measure, but no less dazzling. 
I might be biased in saying I enjoyed Freakier 
Friday immensely considering I grew up on a 
steady diet of early 2000s teen movies, but who 
am I to rebuke a reboot and miss out on reliving 
the angsty, digital nostalgia of my childhood? It 
doesn’t quite live up to its 2003 counterpart, but 
that doesn’t mean it’s not a bit of fun. 
What Freakier Friday does best is bring itself into 
2025 without losing the charm it had in 2003. 
Incorporating current pop culture and ideas, it 
rehashes the teen daughter-young mum dynamic 
without seeming like an outdated trope thanks 
to director Nisha Ganatra. Plus, the script is 
flipped this time: Anna (Lohan) and her mum 
Tess (Curtis) get along beautifully in adulthood; 
it’s with her own daughter Harper (Julia Butters) 
and stepdaughter Lily (Sophia Hammons) that 
she doesn’t always see eye to eye. The best part 
about Freaky Friday was seeing a kid enjoy the 
freedoms (and responsibilities) of being an adult, 
and this remains true as we watch Lohan and 
Curtis galivant across the screen as ‘teenagers’. 
Their performances are formidable and relatable. 
Their enjoyment is palpable, as is costume 
designer Natalie O’Brien’s, but the outfits just 
aren’t quite as iconic as they were in 2003 – the 
soundtrack, however, is just as banging. 
Where Freakier Friday misses the mark is in 
the story. With more characters comes more 
complications. It’s fun and it’s silly, with several 
callbacks to the original, but there are moments 
that seem random, unnecessary, rushed, and 
overall a bit weak. 
That being said: “I haven’t watched a fun movie 
like that in a long time. It’s put me in such a silly 
mood,” my friend said before we scurried off 
down the road chanting Take Me Away at the top 
of our lungs. And I couldn’t agree more. 

Freakier Friday
111 minutes 
PG 
 
Reviewed by Alessia Belsito-Riera

A chat with Tung... 
The rise of AI
by Madelaine Empson

What do you think of AI?  
We can’t deny that it’s everywhere 
at the moment. Everyone’s talking 
about it! Even my nephew in 
Vietnam asks me about it. Truly, 
I’m not an expert – I’m learning 
a lot from him, so I feel like I’m a 
bit behind and trying to catch up. 
I think it’s important and that it’s 
going to be a hot topic, a burning 
issue. Everyone is going to be 

influenced by it somehow – especially people who 
are already on and interested in social media. 
What have you noticed about AI when it comes to 
social media? 
In my job, I work in the travel and tourism industries. 
A lot of the videos I’m seeing on these social 
media pages are so cool because they’re made 
with the assistance of AI. Promotional taglines, 
colour enhancements, sound design. For example, 
in a video about Vietnam, they’ll use the most 
emotive music for the landscape they’re showing 
– something that will resonate with people of all 
cultures. Music that’s touching, music that makes 
you want to go there. Those videos capture you 
straight away. They have the ‘wow factor’ because of 
AI enhancement.  
You and I recently talked about how social media 
can influence the way people feel about how they 
look. Are you seeing AI play a part in that too? 
I haven’t seen that yet specifically, but I can see that 
it’s influencing my search history. If I stop for more 
than 10 seconds on a video about one topic – say, 
tourism, a whole lot of videos will come up about 
tourism. A lot of them have AI labels. 
So you think AI is feeding into the algorithms?  
Definitely.  
As a cat-meme lover, I personally have seen a 
lot of videos of animals – kittens, raccoons, 
even bears – jumping on people’s trampolines at 
nighttime.  
I’ve seen the bunnies! 
So those are all AI. You can tell because if six 
bunnies are bouncing at the start, one or two 
might morph or disappear.  
Oh! 
I didn’t know either until someone pointed it 
out to me. Disappointing! Do you wonder if AI is 
distorting our perception of reality?  
Yes – I’ve been sucked in and haven’t realised which 
videos are real and which aren’t. And it’s hard to get 
out sometimes – it feels like it’s made to keep you 
scrolling, looking for more.
How do you use AI in your day-to-day life?  
Do you know what, I would love to know more about 
AI so I actually know what to use [laughs]. At the 
moment, I use ChatGPT to help me search for things 
or correct any grammatical errors. In China and the 
US, they’re talking about it nonstop. Even in Vietnam 
they’re developing a lot of AI stuff. Who would’ve 
thought there’d be more tech in Vietnam than in 
New Zealand? I’m not saying I want it everywhere, 
but I also don’t want to be in the dark about the 
industry. I’d like to learn more about it, but I don’t 
know where to start.
Any final thoughts? 
AI is good, but it’s still artificial. That’s not the only 
way to get your intelligence!

Call us for a FREE consultation: 
Call Greg on 027 441 9544 

www.contractair.co.nz

Contract Air is a family-owned local 
business installing heat pumps 

from high walls through to ducted 
systems, servicing your existing heat 

pumps and more.

Heat Pumps and 
Air Conditioning

https://www.contractair.co.nz
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While Tāwhirimātea (Māori god of wind and 
weather) and Te Ihorangi (Māori god of rain) 
reminded us we are still looking forward to spring 
in Wellington, the NZSO lifted our spirits to remind 
us the blast of winter will give way to the new 
season soon in Ascension, the second concert of 
their Rumakina Immerse Festival. 
Vesa-Matti Leppänen, playing the now, sadly, late 
Michael Hill’s own violin, took to the skies as The 
Lark Ascending, an early 20th-century English 
classic. The violin has a beautiful tone, bringing 
light and shade to the birdsong even when the 
lark was at his highest. We have skylarks in 
New Zealand too and Ralph Vaughan Williams’ 
evocation of English skies and rolling hills 
translates into our landscape and light.
Papatūānuku is the outcome of a remarkable 
collaboration between taonga pūoro expert Jerome 
Kavanagh Poutama and composer Salina Fisher. 
In his pre-concert talk, Poutama spoke of how his 
music is all held in his head, each piece bound 
to a memory of the time, place, and event of its 
creation. Fisher’s orchestration was written to wrap 
around and support Poutama’s melodies and there 
were some beautiful matches between traditional 
orchestral instruments and the many taonga pūoro 
(singing treasures) Poutama used to give voice 
to Papatūānuku, the Earth Mother. A wonderful 
instrumental rendition of the dawn chorus instantly 
reminded me of hearing that amazing natural 
phenomenon on Kapiti Island, a conservation 
reserve rich in birdlife. The fluttering, twittering, 
flurrying, and calling on stage was as close to the 
real thing as you could get.
In contrast, Robert Schumann’s Symphony No. 
1 Spring is firmly of the classic Romantic era. 
Traditional in form and more familiar to the ear 
than Papatūānuku, the sound was perfectly 
balanced and expertly played. Conductor André De 
Ridder’s direction was joyful, directive but nuanced 
and engaging. We will all look forward to seeing 
more of him when he takes up the role of NZSO’s 
musical director from 2027. Haere mai, Maestro!

In December 2023, the activist group Te Waka 
Hourua caused a nationwide furore when they 
abseiled into Te Papa and painted over the three 
articles of the English Treaty of Waitangi Exhibition 
to read: “No. Her Majesty the Queen of England the 
alien. ration the Queen’s veges.” This ‘redaction 
action’ provoked strong opinions across Aotearoa 
with some singing their praises and others calling 
for retribution. While all the artists were charged, 
only one – Te Wehi Ratana – got jail time. He 
spent 48 hours in Rimutaka Prison, about which 
most of this out-there and poignantly funny play is 
concerned. In the most unlikely of circumstances, 
Ratana’s hard-core cellmate Brian and 180 
nicotine lozenges inspired a movement for change.
Playing Ratana, Brian, and an unnamed actor 
tasked with bringing this (mostly) true story to 
life is Ngahiriwa Rauhina. Full of energy, talent, 
and passion for this overtly self-aware tale, he 
commands the audience’s attention. Deftly 
switching between characters, he bounces around 
the cleverly designed stage (Nicole Marsh) in his 
orange prison jumpsuit and cool Michael Jackson 
Toitū Te Tiriti T-shirt (costume design also Nicole 
Marsh) delivering quick-fire dialogue and frequent 
direct address without pause. 
Supporting Rauhina is the chameleonic voice of 
Roy Iro as the intimidating but ultimately soft-
hearted prisoner Junior, plus a host of other 
characters. Excellently creative and well-timed 
projection (designer Jane Hakaraia, operator 
Marshall Rankin) and an entertaining soundtrack 
(Connor Magatogia) also provide context and 
visual comedy for Rauhina to perform with. Ironic 
props (Nicole Marsh again) of road cones, a 
tino rangatiratanga flag, and a guitar add to the 
assumption-defying nature of this production.
ration the Queen’s veges is as audacious a piece 
of Māori theatre as the original act of frustrated 
protest that inspired it. As Rauhina declares: “Do 
the mahi, get the treats” – make the effort to 
see this show and you’ll be justly rewarded with 
a unique piece of theatricality about a singularly 
Aotearoa display of defiance.

Wellington’s weather lined itself up perfectly for the 
opening concert of the NZSO’s 2025 Rumakina 
Immerse Festival, although the title of Modest 
Mussorgsky’s Night on Bald Mountain could be 
an understatement for the state of the streets 
on a cold, wet, windy night in August. The violins, 
brass, and percussion set up the witches’ sabbath 
gathering, shrieking and howling most convincingly 
before eventually resolving into an uneasy peace, 
led by clarinet and then the flutes. Later, when we 
left the Michael Fowler Centre the wind and rain 
had eased off, perhaps just in time for the Cuba 
Street partygoers heading out to meet the witches 
turning for home.
Domestic magic was very much the theme for the 
next item, Paul Dukas’ The Sorcerer’s Apprentice. 
The opening theme sounded like there were 
cobwebs in the corners and the apprentice was 
taking an extended break. The pace picks up 
as the boy gets to work and when the bassoon 
and glockenspiel play off each other, you know 
the magic has been instilled into the broom. 
Made famous by Disney’s Fantasia, the music 
is terrifically visual for anyone who knows the 
film. For anyone without the mental images, the 
orchestra did a fine job of portraying the mayhem 
and panic as the broom gets out of control.
A more powerful magician is at work in Igor 
Stravinsky’s Petrushka, bringing puppets to life. 
The innovation in Stravinsky’s composition is 
evident from the start. Early sounds of dissonance 
are later fully realised as the composer uses 
two unrelated keys to show the dual natures of 
a puppet who has been made to live. The flutes 
and trumpets combined well to lead us into 
the seduction of the Ballerina. The orchestra 
responded to the direction of conductor André 
de Ridder (announced as the new NZSO music 
director from 2027) with nicely balanced accents 
and intensity conveying action, colour, and all the 
drama of Petrushka’s life and death.

Ascension: Schumann & 
Vaughan Williams
Presented by New Zealand Symphony Orchestra 
Conducted by André de Ridder 
Michael Fowler Centre, 9th Aug 2025 
Reviewed by Tamsin Evans

ration the Queen’s veges 
Written by Tainui Tukiwaho and  
Te Wehi Ratana 
Directed by Tainui Tukiwaho 
Circa Theatre, 16th Aug 2025 
Reviewed by Tanya Piejus

Enchanted: Stravinsky, Dukas & 
Mussorgsky 
Presented by New Zealand Symphony Orchestra 
Conducted by André de Ridder  
Michael Fowler Centre, 8th Aug 2025 
Reviewed by Tamsin Evans

Photo by Latitude Creative/NZSO.

Photo by Latitude Creative/NZSO.

Photo by Julie Zhu Photography.

André de Ridder. Photo by Marco Borggreve.

This show acts as a cringeworthy (see what I did 
there) and hilarious history lesson about one of 
the most iconic decades of music for mankind. Get 
Down on It with Cringeworthy: The 90s, featuring 
iconic choreography (Andrea Sanders and 
Devon Neiman) and songs like …Baby One More 
Time, How Bizarre, We Like to Party, and Silly Love 
Songs.
The show begins with four authentically 90s 
performers – Sanders, Neiman, Kali Kopae, and 
Jared Pallesen. Each one of them rocks their body 
through each number, and the singing would make 
Alanis Morissette proud. The group is incredibly 
NSYNC with each other. Just when you think it can’t 
get any better, Mackenzie Htay – a Gen Z with his 
heart in the 20th century – joins in Act Two for even 
more boyband-crazy moments.
The quips are side-splitting, and the whole 
production feels reminiscent of Six: The Musical, 
only this time about all things 90s. I cannot 
commend the choreography enough – each 
performer dances with absolute vigour from 
start to finish, and it’s no wonder the audience 
is cheering throughout. The costuming (in 
collaboration with Creative Show Off Costume Hire 
and the cast) is fly, while the set (Mitch Sigley) 
provides some clever and interesting nods to the 
era.
Despite being born close to the 90s, I feel like 
I am the youngest person in the audience. But 
that does not Sway me – I still feel completely 
immersed in this decade and am MMMBop-
ping the entire time. Cringeworthy: The 90s is fun, 
uplifting, and educational. I hope the producers 
(Beatgirl Productions) continue the series with an 
instalment all about the noughties.
Words can’t do it justice, so breakdance your 
way down to Circa Theatre: “you gotta know to 
understand” just how incredible this show is.
PS: I don’t apologise for how many puns I’ve just 
written, because This Is How We Do It with a review 
of this kind.

Cringeworthy: The 90s 
Written and devised by Andrea Sanders 
Circa Theatre, 9th Aug 2025 
Reviewed by Zac Fitzgibbon

Back to contents
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Burger Wellington
Food is love. That’s the 
theme for this year’s 
Burger Wellington, and I’ve 
once again put my body 
on the line, overloading on 
carbs to seek out the most 
interesting and creative 
interpretations.
Zephyr knocked it out of 
the park again this year 
with their creative take 

on the dating show Blind Date. Each of the three 
sliders corresponds to a love interest hidden in a 
sealed envelope. The barberry accompaniment was 
my favourite, matching me with The White Lotus’ 
Victoria Ratliff.
Wellington Chocolate Factory’s entry is the first 
dessert burger I’ve encountered that doesn’t involve 
perishable or temperature-sensitive ingredients, 
which means you can take it home to enjoy at your 
leisure.
Kakariki Coffee’s offering looks like it belongs on 
an episode of MasterChef. Designed to look like a 
bouquet of flowers, the skewers represent the flower 
stems, and the accompanying trio of potato bites 
come in a heart-shaped tin like a box of chocolates. 
From chef Bobby Ping, the man behind 2024’s 
runner-up (and my personal favourite), I’m already 
looking forward to what he comes up with next year.
Cable Top Eatery earns the distinct honour of 
serving my first ever five-star rated burger. A tribute 
to mums, it’s a succulent roast chicken dinner – 
stuffing and all – in a fry bread burger bun, with 
gravy, of course! Each burger comes with a classic 
‛mummism’, curated from staff members’ own 
childhood memories. Mine was “money don’t grow 
on trees”. Even without a money tree, I’d happily pay 
for this burger again and again.
Below is my effort for the first week, I hope you got 
out there to see if you agreed with my ratings!

by Todd Hatten

Southern Cross Garden Bar Restaurant 
39 Abel Smith Street, Te Aro 
 “A Love-Hate Affair”

Forage Kitchen + Bar 
345 The Terrace, Te Aro 
 “Manaaki Stack”





Preston’s Butchers beef patty, with L&P-battered 
onion rings, sweet and spicy chilli pickles, spiced 
Kiwi onion dip and Marmite mayonnaise in a 
Pōneke Bakery potato bun, with salt and vinegar 
fries.

Hāngi-style beef brisket with apple and maple 
mayo, hot pickled cabbage in a kawakawa-infused 
Dough Bakery bun, with truffle and foraged 
horopito-dusted kūmara chips.

Zephyr Café & Bar 
217 Wakefield Street, Wellington Central 
 “Sauce of Attraction”
Middle Eastern lamb sliders with baby cos 
and braised shallots in saffron milk buns. 
Accompaniments: Apostle chilli honey and dukkah-
spiked burger sauce; sticky barberries with Zany 
Zeus Greek yoghurt and sumac; and smoky 
eggplant and olive muttabal with Zany Zeus feta.

Wellington Chocolate Factory 
5 Eva Street, Te Aro 
 “Love is in the Air”
Handcrafted marshmallow filled with maraschino 
cherries and covered in Wellington Chocolate 
Factory chocolate in a housemade brookie bun. 
Designed to release a gentle plume of smoke when 
opened. 

Sweet Mother's Kitchen 
5 Courtenay Place, Te Aro 
 “Southern Love Affair”
Shredded beef brisket, with Swiss cheese, jalapeño 
coleslaw, mayo and beef jus in a Dough Bakery 
sesame seed milk bun, with straight-cut fries 
seasoned with Louisiana salt and a housemade 
heart-shaped cornbread.

Kakariki Coffee 
10 Customhouse Quay, Wellington Central 
 “S(a)tay With Me”
Grilled satay chicken with Mightygreen 
microgreens, Asian cabbage and cucumber slaw, 
and peanut sauce in a housemade flaky roti bun, 
with a potato trio of crispy potato gratin, potato 
fondant and crumbed potato balls. Presented like a 
bouquet and box of chocolates.

Kelburn Village Pub 
87 Upland Road, Kelburn 
 “Nahua Romance”

Neo Cafe & Eatery 
132 Willis Street, Te Aro 
 “Aroha Aotearoa”





Pulled pork with Pickle & Pie pickles, pickled onion 
and housemade Aztec molé made with Wellington 
Chocolate Factory dark chocolate in an Arobake 
charcoal bun.

Kawakawa-spiced lamb patty with Colby cheese, 
fried egg, pickled golden beetroot, tomato, lettuce, 
roast beetroot ketchup and aioli in an Arobake 
T-Sauce bun, with kūmara crisps and Kiwi onion 
dip.

Cable Top Eatery 
1 Upland Road, Kelburn 
 “Te Māmā”
Roast chicken with herbed stuffing, roast vege 
fritter, kawakawa mayo, rocket, feta, and locally 
foraged kawakawa slaw in housemade fry bread, 
with a side of rocket salad and Māmā’s signature 
gravy.
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Burger Wellington
by Todd Hatten

For my second week of burgers I got out and 
explored a bit further afield than central Wellington.
Elemental Eats served up a substantial creation, 
dripping with honey, packed full of flavour, and with 
so much mozzarella I had to fight to rip it from the 
grasps of the box it came in. I fully expected this 
beast to fall apart during consumption but, full 
credit to their burger engineers, it defied gravity and 
held together amazingly.
I don’t factor sides into my ratings but, if I did, Zelati 
would lose another half star for the measly handful 
of wafer-thin phyllo chips accompanying their 
dessert burger. I enjoyed the texture of the knafeh, 
however, and it was certainly one of the more 
Instagrammable entries this year.
I’ve decided that burger pies just don’t work after 
even the mighty Puku Pies & Kai couldn’t deliver a 
burger which didn’t devolve into a piping hot pastry 
puddle as I ate it. I’ll stick to their normal pies which 
are among the best you’ll find in the Wellington 
region.
That wraps up Burger Wellington for another year, 
with Cable Top Eatery remaining my favourite for 
2025.

Keihei Chicken 
450 Fergusson Drive, Heretaunga, Upper Hutt 
 “Burger Actually”

Elemental Eats 
Unit 2/51 Kenepuru Drive, Kenepuru, Porirua 
 “Hot Honey Heartbreaker”

Scorch-O-Rama 
497 Karaka Bay Road, Karaka Bays 
 “I Just Called to Say I Food You”







Southern fried chicken thigh, with iceberg lettuce, 
American cheddar, jalapeño, pickles, mashed 
potato, gravy and chipotle mayo in a Pōneke Bakery 
milk bun, wrapped in pie pastry.

Honey and soy–glazed house-smoked chicken thigh 
ham with sesame YumYum sauce, rainbow sauer-
slaw and mustard greens in a Dough Bakery potato 
and beetroot bun, with jalapeño cream cheese filled 
crispy skin mille-feuille.

Zelati 72% dark chocolate gelato with pistachio 
crème knafeh and chocolate ganache drizzle in 
a housemade glazed chocolate brioche bun, with 
phyllo chips.

Red Bull banana and bacon fritter, with peanut 
butter whiskey cream cheese, blueberry jam, 
lemon curd and Snickers sauce in a Brezelmania 
espresso brioche bun.

Almond-fried chicken thigh with hot honey, crispy 
kūmara kakiage fritter, mozzarella and Zany Zeus 
chive sour cream sauce in a toasted brioche bun.

Puku Pies & Kai (Petone) 
47 The Esplanade, Petone 
 “Cuzzy”

Zelati Dessert Cafe (Porirua) 
20 Parumoana Street, Porirua City Centre, Porirua 
 “Hello, Love, Dubai”

Regional News staff 
at Mamma Mia!
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From screen to stage

From within by Alessia Belsito-Riera

In a galaxy far away 
by Alessia Belsito-Riera  

Riotous, raucous revelry 

Reality TV queen, entrepreneur, and chronic over-
sharer Abbie Chatfield is about to bring her brutally 
honest, wildly funny live show to our shores for the 
first time ever. 
Hitting The Opera House on the 12th of September, 
The Trauma Dump Tour follows Chatfield’s smash-
hit stint around her homeland Australia in 2023, 
deemed “unforgettable” by The West Australian, 
who praised her “vulnerability and hilarious insight” 
onstage. Audiences can expect to see the media 
personality at full tilt: riffing on mental health, sex, 
relationships, fame, and life online in a show packed 
with razor-sharp wit and deeply relatable chaos.
That chaos is packed into every episode of 
Chatfield’s hit podcast, It’s A Lot. Launched in 2019 
– the year she rose to fame on season seven of 
The Bachelor Australia – the podcast often graces 
the Australian iTunes charts and has close to 600 
episodes to date. Described as “intelligent and 
funny” by reviewers who say they “feel so heard” and 
“so validated” after listening, Chatfield dives into the 
deep stuff – from abandonment issues to important 
social discourse around feminism and politics – and 
interviews cool people on the show, always with a 
reliable dose of humour. You can count on It’s A Lot 
for crack-up bad dating stories, too!
With credits including panellist on The Masked 
Singer Australia, host of FBOY Island Australia, and 
winner of I’m a Celebrity… Get Me Out of Here! in 
2021, Chatfield has more than a million followers 
across Instagram and Tik Tok. Catch her face to face 
in Welly this spring. 

Check into BATS Theatre between the 2nd and 6th of 
September to step inside the psych ward where I N 
P A T I E N T or How I Spent My Summer Vacation 
welcomes audiences with open arms. 
The one-woman show from American actress, 
writer, and singer Sarah Andrews Reynolds is set 
in a California psychiatric hospital and draws on 
her own experience of six hospitalisations and the 
people she encountered there. Within these walls, 
Andrews Reynolds seamlessly transitions between 
12 characters – each one defined not by their 
diagnosis, but by their story. 
When embodying the characters, Andrews 
Reynolds says that first she finds “their voice and 
mannerisms; the little quirks like posture, head 
movements, the timbre of their voice”, she says. 
“Then it’s where the lines take me. I’ve discovered 
so many things that tell me who the character is, 
because though each is based on a real person, 
they can’t be imitations. The characters have a life 
of their own away from the ‘real’ person”. 
The world premiere of I N P A T I E N T or How 
I Spent My Summer Vacation is a moving, 
sometimes disturbing, and surprisingly funny 
production that explores mental health 
compassionately and its everyday challenges. 
“I hope [audiences] walk away with less fear of 
those struggling with their mental health, and more 
compassion,” Andrews Reynolds says. “If they 
can see themselves in the position of any of the 
characters, then I think I’ll be really proud”.

Get beamed up to the stratosphere by a battalion 
of sci-fi babes at Bad Kitty Cabaret: Live Long & 
Prosper. The Fringe Bar will be transformed into 
Mos Eisley Cantina, taking Trekkies, Star War-riors, 
and Jed Heads to infinity and beyond on the 31st of 
August. 
Bad Kitty Cabaret is a show for up-and-coming 
performers and experienced talents alike, filling 
the gap between student showcases in dance 
studios and professional gigs. Performers of all 
levels have the opportunity “to get up on stage in 
a fun show to showcase their creativity”, organiser 
and Body Electric Pole co-owner Maree Prebensen 
says. “We see so many talented and creative 
people every day, not only in pole, but in other 
performance disciplines as well. Bad Kitty hopes to 
bring together dancers from all pole studios, plus 
burlesque, circus, and drag”. 
This latest iteration sends audiences to outer 
space, with Prebensen adding that it’s a way to 
challenge the cast. “We love a strong theme for 
our shows, and I’m personally a huge fan of sci-fi 
(especially Star Trek), so I thought it was time to 
see what our talented performers would come up 
with!”
Bringing the force with them are Teruminator 
& Tiger Fury, The Golden Diamonds, Violet 
Spice, Marlequin, Lavinia Lovestruck, Maximum 
Clownage, Lulabelle Star, Hunnybi, Lola Brunelle, 
Rocky Rhodes, Elisa, Rachael, Mel Teasr, Anna 
Ashton, and Dylan Daisy alongside MC Violet 
Sazerac.
Boldly go where no one has gone before at Bad 
Kitty Cabaret: Live Long & Prosper. 

Rachel Winter Hase.

Calling all ghouls and goblins, demons and 
devils; all rascals and renegades, mongrels and 
merrymakers: Unholy Union – An Undead Ball will 
rise from Underworld Tavern on Saturday the 30th 
of August for a party so good it’ll feel like your last 
night on Earth. 
The occasion? Celebrating Union Tattoo’s 10th 
birthday, of course! Opened in 2015 in one of 
Wellington’s most iconic heritage buildings, this 
tattoo and piercing hotspot has helped Pōneke 
people and visitors alike express their style and 
personality for a decade now. In fact, it’s become 
a bit of a Te Whanganui-a-Tara institution. But let’s 
dial it back a while to a time when tattoos were a 
tad more taboo. 
Before it hit the high streets, tattooing was often 
relegated to the back alleys of amusement arcades 
and the sideshows of travelling circuses and 
carnivals alongside the freaks and curiosities. For 
one night only, Union Tattoo has decided to bring 
this more subversive history of tattooing into the 
limelight with the help of Underworld Tavern. 
Enter Unholy Union – An Undead Ball. Hosted by 
Rachel Winter Hase – New Zealand’s only sword 
swallower, a performer who has toured the world 
with acts like Cirque Infernal and Rob Zombie – 
this evening of mayhem and revelry will feature 
freak show acts, undead burlesque, a live extreme 
piercing performance by Union Tattoo’s piercer 
Will, zombie go-go dancers, live DJs, flash tattoo 
sessions, and a costume contest with some killer 
prizes.
Roust yourself from the grave for Unholy Union – 
An Undead Ball.



37

Until 2nd Sep. Nathan Macgregor: Vincents 
Art Workshop, Willis Street Village, Te Aro. With 
influences and inspiration spanning everything 
from Vincent van Gogh to Dzogchen Buddhism – 
a meditation practice that brings light and colour 
to compositions extrapolating nature’s beauty 
– Nathan Macgregor’s artwork focuses on the 
hero’s journey from the abyss to the footstool of 
the lord Jahve.

30th Aug. This Is a Tribute: Abandoned Taproom 
Petone, Fitzherbert Street, Lower Hutt – 7:30pm. 
Angeldust, Stoned Templar Pirates, and Everlong 
deliver a night of hard rocking hits. Each band 
plays for an hour, making this gig all killer and no 
filler to get you home in time for bed. Get hyped 
for tasty beers and tasty tributes to three of the 
greatest rock bands. Everlong.

30th Aug. Netsky: Brewtown, Blenheim Street, 
Upper Hutt – 4pm. Following sold-out runs in 
2021, 2023, and 2024 and performances 
at the likes of Coachella, Glastonbury, and 
Tomorrowland, Belgian drum and bass producer 
Netsky returns to Aotearoa for a full-circle, 
360-degree experience joined by Montell2099, 
Andromedik, Punctual, and BVRBWYRE. 

28th Aug. Explore Your Coast Presents: 
Seaweed Movie & Seaweed Beer: Heyday Beer 
Co, Cuba Street, Te Aro – 6pm. Watch the short 
documentary Seaweed: A Love Story followed by 
a Q&A session with film lead Nicole Miller. Before 
and after the screening, explore seaweed art 
and enjoy Heyday Beer Co’s Underwater Forest 
Peated Kelp stout. Still from Seaweed: A Love 
Story.

6th Sep. SlavFest: Te Whaea: National Dance 
& Drama Centre, Hutchison Road, Mount Cook 
– 10am. Enjoy a celebration of Slavic, Balkan, 
and Eastern European cultures at SlavFest! 
Expect freshly made authentic food, craft stalls, 
dance and cooking workshops, souvenir stands, 
performances, and live music from traditional 
bands from the region. 

30th Aug. TWINK – A Twinkalicious Drag Show: 
Ivy Bar & Cabaret, Cuba Street, Te Aro – 10pm. 
Serving up a mouthwatering smorgasbord of 
Wellington talent that includes Rocky Rhodes, 
Judas Kiss, Bobby Bottle Blonde, and Levi, this 
drag show is hosted by Blink Bogan in their drag 
king debut and Amoeba Geezer [pictured]. Don’t 
miss a night of raucous revelry. Photo by Ethan 
Duckson.

What’s on

VOTE Robbie schneider 
as your western ward councillor

THree core priorities:
1. Can You Afford Rates Increases? 
We need an urgent review of council spending. 
2. Water Reform. What Is Being Proposed? 
What Will it Cost You? Clear communication and full 
transparency on what’s proposed for our water sustainability 
3. Protect Our Western Hills 
Ensure our special character is preserved for future generations.

YOUR VOTE 
SUPPORTS:

I’ve lived in the Western Hills for over 20 years. As an independent 
financial advisor since 2003, I bring a track record in fiscal 
accountability, budgeting, and keeping projects on target.
“Independent. Accountable. Focused on results for our community.”

Email: robbieschneider77@gmail.com | Phone: 021 722 974 
Authorized by Robbie Schneider - robbieschneider77@gmail.com

Why I’m Standing for You
I’ve lived in the Western Hills for over 20 years. 
As an independent financial adviser since 2003, 

I bring a track record in fiscal accountability, 
budgeting, and keeping projects on target.

I am deeply concerned about wasteful spending 
and the lack of clarity on water reform. We need 
an urgent review of council priorities to protect 

ratepayers.

Experience & Community  Service:
• Chair & Board Member National Financial Advisers 

Association
• Board Member The Jackson Street Programme 

Primary and Intermediate Schools
• Schoolboy Rugby Coach • Guitarist Church Group
• Proven leadership in governance, integrity, finance, 

and community development

Your Vote Will Support:

Vote Robbie Schneider
Western Ward – Lower Hutt City Council

A strong, independent voice working for you

Email: robbieschneider77@gmail.com 
Phone: 021722974
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Local body elections

Accountable and focused
Lower Hutt City Council Western Ward candidate 
Robbie Schneider has lived in the Western Hills for 
over 20 years. As an independent financial adviser 
since 2003, he brings a track record in fiscal 
accountability, budgeting, and keeping projects on 
target. 
“I am deeply concerned about wasteful spending 
and the lack of clarity on water reform,” he says. 
“We need an urgent review of council priorities to 
protect ratepayers.”
His campaign is underpinned by three core 
priorities: an urgent review on council spending to 
keep rates affordable, clear communication and 
full transparency on what’s proposed for water 
sustainability, and protection of Western Hills and 
its special character to ensure it’s preserved for 
future generations. 
Independent, accountable, and focused on results, 
Robbie is a valued and involved member of his 
community. He has been a board member on the 
Jackson Street Programme for over 10 years, sat 
on the board of trustees at Hutt Intermediate, 
and been a chair and member of the National 
Financial Advisers Association. He is familiar with 
the systems and processes of government and is 
dedicated to achieving financial discipline, smarter 
budgeting, and transparent communication as part 
of Lower Hutt City Council.
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What’s on
Wairarapa
29th Aug. Southern Echo: Club Wairarapa, Essex 
Street, Masterton – 7:30pm. Dance your pants off 
to lively music from Sue Dyson and her band. 
5th-6th Sep. Jazz in Martinborough 2025: 
Martinborough Town Hall, Texas Street, 
Martinborough – 7:30pm. Jazz in Martinborough 
is back for their 13th edition, this time with the 
Royal New Zealand Air Force Jazz Orchestra, plus 
many more, in tow. 

Kapiti
28th Aug. Beats By Bingo with Mistress Viv: The 
Bond Store, Birmingham Street, Paraparaumu – 
7:30pm. Journey through the ages with Mistress 
Viv at this bingo night showcasing music from the 
70s, 80s, 90s, and 2000s. 
31st Aug: Kapiti Brass Presents: Hymn Fest: 
St Paul’s Anglican Church, Kapiti Road, 
Paraparaumu – 2:30 pm. Kapiti Brass plays a 
selection of the finest hymns and sacred music.
6th Sep. Cantina Comedy Spring Spectacular: 
Sunday Cantina, Poplar Avenue, Raumati – 
7pm. 12 comedians are given five minutes each 
to make their fans go wild. Get ready for fresh 
comedians, sharp sets, and no small talk. 
12th Sep. Seaside Sloths Social September 
Soirée: The Raumati Social Club, Poplar Avenue, 
Raumati – 8pm. The Seaside Sloths bring sick 
beats, cool tunes, and an unparalleled surf vibe 
to the coast for one night only. 

Events
28th Aug. Perfect Days: Embassy of Japan, Willis 
Street, Te Aro – 5:30pm. Hirayama seems utterly 
content with his simple life as a toilet cleaner in 
Tokyo, but a series of unexpected encounters 
gradually reveal more of his past in this deeply 
moving and poetic film. 
29th-31st Aug. Wellington Food Show: Sky 
Stadium, Waterloo Quay, Wellington Waterfront – 
10am. Explore a capital culinary event where food 
lovers unite for a day of indulgence, discovery, 
and inspiration.
30th Aug. Creepy Cute Market: Thistle Hall, Cuba 
Street, Te Aro – 9:30am. Enjoy all things weird, 
whimsical, and wonderfully wicked at a market 
where spooky meets sweet.
30th Aug. Unholy Union - An Undead Ball: 
Underworld Tavern, Pirie Street, Mount Victoria 
– 7:30pm. Rock up to a night hosted by sword 
swallower Rachel Winter Hase and featuring live 
freak show acts, burlesque, extreme piercing, 
zombie go-go dancers, live DJs, flash tattoos, and 
a costume contest with some killer prizes.
5th-7th Aug. Wellington Home and Garden Show: 
Sky Stadium, Waterloo Quay, Wellington Waterfront 
– 10am. Exclusive specials, giveaways, expert 
advice, and hundreds of ideas for your home and 
garden collide at this incredible show. 
6th Sep. Urban Cocktail Trail: Various locations in 
Wellington – 1pm. Grab your mates and discover 
the best bars in Pōneke on the self-guided Urban 
Cocktail Trail.

Music
29th Aug. Dance Party!: Newtown Community 
Centre, Colombo Street, Newtown – 8:30pm. This 
all-ages gig makes music accessible to everyone. 
Catch Unwinworld, The Juice, Doobie & Stargirl, and 
VJ Cubeman on visuals.
30th Aug. NZTrio Presents: Fantastique: St 
Andrew’s on The Terrace, The Terrace, Te Aro – 
7:30pm. A lavish tapestry of styles and emotions 
will be explored in a programme of contrasts. 
31st Aug. Andrew Beer & Ingrid Bauer: St 
Andrew’s on The Terrace, The Terrace, Te Aro – 
5pm. Andrew Beer (violin) and Ingrid Bauer (harp) 
present duo and solo works that display the varied 
styles and tones of these two instruments.
31st Aug. IAS Cushion Concerts Presents: Buffalo, 
Buffalo, Buffalo: Inverlochy Art School, Inverlochy 
Place, Aro Valley – 5pm. This seven-piece herd of 
instrument addicts plays a mix of electronic and 
acoustic to produce pop-rock that is equal parts 
playful, whimsical, and catchy.
5th Sep. Pickle Darling: Slow Boat Records, Cuba 
Street, Te Aro – 4:30pm. Catch Christchurch multi-
instrumentalist Pickle Darling live in Pōneke with 
their witty, thought-provoking take on bedroom pop. 
5th Sep. New Zealand Symphony Orchestra 
Presents: Mahler 6: Michael Fowler Centre, 
Wakefield Street, Te Aro – 6:30pm. Renowned 
for her interpretations of Mahler’s symphonies, 
Maestra Gemma New presents his sixth symphony 
nicknamed ‘tragic’.
5th Sep. The Grogans: San Fran, Cuba Street, Te 
Aro – 8:30pm. The Grogans’ new album Stagger 
is a patchwork of different sounds and sonic 
inspirations that come together to create a jaggedy 
and stylistically different album. 
7th Sep. Friends of the Wellington Botanic Garden 
Presents: Music at the Begonia House: Gale 
Force Gospel Choir: Wellington Botanic Garden ki 
Paekākā, Glenmore Street, Kelburn – 11am. Gale 
Force Choir brings arrangements of gospel songs 
from the Southern US to New Zealand.
7th Sep. An Invitation to Love: St Peter’s on Willis, 
Willis Street, Te Aro – 3pm. Celebrating romantic, 
sacred, parental, and platonic love, this concert 
enjoys a vast and varied programme. 
11th Sep. Keli Holiday: San Fran, Cuba Street, Te 
Aro – 8pm. Keli Holiday is an alt-indie, solo passion 
project from Peking Duk’s Adam Hyde born from a 
love of rock band New Order, sleepless nights, and 
the chaos of New York City. 
12th Sep. Soft Bait: Meow, Edward Street, Te Aro 
– 8pm. Tāmaki Makaurau post-punk outfit Soft 
Bait are hitting the road with their new album Life 
Advice for a chaotic but considered live show in 
Welly. 
12th-13th Sep. Shapeshifter: Meow Nui, Vivian 
Street, Te Aro – 8pm. The legendary NZ electronic 
collective will blend their iconic catalogue 
with some of the biggest anthems in dance 
music history – mashed up, recontextualised, 
recombined, and all performed live.

Performance
Until 31st Aug. Mamma Mia! The Musical: St 
James Theatre, Courtenay Place, Te Aro – various 
times. This sunny, funny international phenomenon 
unfolds on a Greek island paradise when, on 
the eve of her wedding, a bride-to-be’s quest to 
discover the identity of her father brings three men 
from her mother’s past back to the place they last 
visited 20 years ago.
Until 6th Sep. Cringeworthy: The 90s: Circa 
Theatre, Taranaki Street, Wellington Waterfront 
– various times. Paying homage to the music and 
culture of the 90s, expect a rad mix of national 
and international hits delivered with snappy dance 
moves, scintillating vocals, and a generous dollop 
of cheesy comedy.
26th-30th Aug. Declarations of Love (And Other 
Useless Things): BATS Theatre, Kent Terrace, Te 
Aro – 6:30pm. Back for its five-year anniversary, 
Emma Maguire and Hamish Boyle run the gauntlet 
of sketch comedy, performing 15-plus sketches 
about love, sex, queerness, and rom-coms in 55 
minutes. 
27th Aug-6th Sep. Stagecraft Presents: Iron: 
Gryphon Theatre, Ghuznee Street, Te Aro – various 
times. Iron follows the rekindling of a relationship 
between Josie and her estranged mother Fay, who 
is currently serving a life sentence for killing Josie’s 
father.
27th Aug-6th Sep. Roger Hall’s Easy Money: Mana 
Little Theatre, Sunset Parade, Plimmerton – various 
times. An Australian couple based in a swanky 
Auckland harbourside Airbnb are armed with a 
loose plan to shake down as many self-satisfied, 
cashed-up neighbours as possible in the hopes of a 
quick payday and an early retirement.
29th-30th Aug. Circus of the Night: The Fringe Bar, 
Allen Street, Te Aro – 7:30pm. From dangerous 
circus tricks to risqué burlesque acts, this show has 
a smattering of everything. 
31st Aug. Bad Kitty Cabaret: Live Long & Prosper: 
The Fringe Bar, Allen Street, Te Aro – 7pm. Get 
beamed up by sci-fi babes. From Trekkies to Star 
War-riors to Jed Heads, this show goes where no 
one has gone before. 
2nd-6th Sep. I N P A T I E N T or How I Spent My 
Summer Vacation: BATS Theatre, Kent Terrace, Te 
Aro – 7pm. Set in a psychiatric hospital, this solo 
show explores the lives and mental health struggles 
of 12 patients through the eyes of the playwright.
4th Sep. Alien Comedy: Moon, Riddiford Street, 
Newtown – 8pm. Join the cult following with a pizza 
and a beer at Alien Comedy Night, Wellington’s 
second-longest-running comedy show. 
5th Sep. Mastermind: A Taylor Swift Drag Show: 
Ivy Bar & Cabaret, Cuba Street, Te Aro – 9pm. With 
the announcement of a new album, this Taylor Swift 
drag show celebrates all the eras of the queen of 
pop. 
5th-7th Sep. New Zealand School of Music – Te 
Koki Presents: L’enfant et les sortilèges: The 
Hannah, Cambridge Terrace, Te Aro – various times. 
The show involves a child (L’enfant) whose awful 
behaviour brings an unexpected response: first the 
furniture rebels, then the animals.
6th Sep. Saturday Laughs with Ben Hurley and 
Josh Thomson: Upper Hutt Cosmopolitan Club, 
Logan Street, Upper Hutt – 7:30pm. Ben Hurley 
emcees a night of comedy featuring Li’i Alaimoana, 
Sera Devcich, Katy Borrows, and headliner Josh 
Thomson. 
11th Sep. Kevin Bloody Wilson: The Opera House, 
Manners Street, Te Aro – 7:30pm. The  
much-loved and outrageously funny comedian 
crosses the ditch with sung stories that will make 
you laugh and cry. 
12th Sep. Abbie Chatfield: The Opera House, 
Manners Street, Te Aro – 8pm. Podcaster, TV star, 
and chronic over-sharer Abbie Chatfield comes to 
Wellington along her Trauma Dump Tour. 

Sports
6th Sep. Tip Track Marathon: Tip Track, Landfill 
Road, Ōwhiro Bay – 7am, 9am. Embark on the 
marathon or half-marathon of a lifetime along the 
out-and-back Tip Track. 

Galleries
Until 30th Aug. Out of Breath: Jhana Millers 
Gallery, Victoria Street, Te Aro. In her latest solo 
exhibition, Caitlin Devoy transforms familiar objects 
into intimate sculptures.
Until 12th Sep. Taputeranga: Above and Below: Toi 
Pōneke Arts Centre, Abel Smith Street, Te Aro. Katy 
Cottrell and Rick Allender celebrate the vibrant life 
of the Taputeranga Marine Reserve on Wellington’s 
south coast. 
30th Aug-12th Oct. Garden Party: Furniture by 
Design, Kaiwharawhara Road, Kaiwharawhara. 
Anna Stichbury, Lizzie Pannell, Jane Blackmore, 
and Veronica Young come together for a spring-
themed group exhibition. 
9th-14th Sep. Still Standing: Thistle Hall, Cuba 
Street, Te Aro. Self-taught Wellington artist Jonette 
Murray presents a solo show of her signature still 
lifes. 

Festivals 
6th Sep. Eyegum Music Collective Presents: Great 
Sounds Great Festival: Various locations and times 
in Cuba Precinct. Enjoy an eclectic lineup of big 
names and up-and-coming artists at this one-day 
music festival across Cuba Precinct. 
10th-21st Sep. Tahi New Zealand Festival of Solo 
Performance: BATS Theatre, Kent Terrace, Te Aro 
– various times. 16 shows, 20 solo performances, 
one powerful celebration of storytelling nurturing 
bold perspectives and  
new work.
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For your inclusion in the what’s on listings 
email: whatson@regionalnews.kiwi. Close 

off for the next issue’s listings is noon 
Tuesday 2 September.

Regional News

To the best of our knowledge, the information 
provided to us regarding the above events 

was correct at the time of press. Our company 
accepts no liability for events postponed, 
cancelled, sold out, or otherwise adapted. 
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Phone 0277 257427 | info@alphacsi.co.nz
www.alphacsi.co.nz |       alphacsi

At Alpha CSI, we understand the importance of a safe, 
warm, and efficient home. That is why we have dedicated 
our work to providing professional chimney sweeping 
services throughout the Kapiti Coast, Horowhenua, Hutt 
Valley, and Greater Wellington areas.

Local Experts in Chimney Sweeping in  
Kapiti Coast and Beyond

10% discount on sweep and inspections 
for SuperGold card holders

HOUSE WASHING | ROOF CLEANING 
ROOF TREATMENT | GUTTER CLEANING

WATER BLASTING
10% OFF WITH GOLD CARD!

CALL NEIL 027 225 5598 
WWW. MANTAWASH.CO.NZ

https://www.mantawash.co.nz
https://www.alphacsi.co.nz
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09 402 7646 | 678 Puketona Road, Paihia | bayofislandsholidaypark.co.nz
Bay of Islands Holiday Park

Dog-friendly all year round, with shaded tree-filled grounds and the tranquil Waitangi River along the boundary – We are 
your perfect destination for accessing the Pou Herenga Tai-Twin Coast Cycle Trail!

8th & 9th November 2025 
MYSTERY CREEK EVENT CENTRE HAMILTON

www.sikashow.co.nz

SIKA SHOW
NZ HUNTING & OUTDOOR EXPO

FRIDAY 5 SEPTEMBER 
- SUNDAY 5 OCTOBER
TĀKINA WELLINGTON

DAILY 10am-5pm
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    rom luxury to laid 
back. Whatever your 
style you will find it on 
the Hauraki Rail Trail.

F

www.haurakirailtrail.co.nzStart your journey at:

0800 408 888 www.raetihiholidaypark.com

10 PARAPARA ROAD RAETIHI

Ride into summer
This summer, trade routine for an adventure 
that lets you smell the fresh country air, hear the 
crunch of gravel beneath your wheels, and taste 
the flavours of the land along the way. Just an 
hour south of Auckland, the Hauraki Rail Trail is 
calling.
One of New Zealand’s 23 Ngā Haerenga Great 
Rides, this Grade One cycle trail is for everyone. 
Whether you’re pedalling with friends, introducing 
kids to their first big ride, or cruising at your own 
pace, with its wide, flat terrain, it’s a breeze on 
any bike and perfect for all ages and abilities.
The trail is divided into five inviting day rides. 
Choose one or ride them all. Each section offers 
its own surprises – from shady, bush-clad tracks 
to expansive coastlines, lush farmland to historic 
gold-mining relics, and a tunnel to spark your 
inner explorer. Stop along the way for farm-fresh 
cuisine, local crafts, boutique shopping, and gin 
dusted with edible gold.
Whatever your style, whether you’re seeking a 
little bit of luxury or a laid-back cruise, everything 
you need is right here. The only question is how 
far you’ll go. This summer, take your holiday to the 
Hauraki Rail Trail.

https://www.haurakirailtrail.co.nz
https://www.sikashow.co.nz
https://www.bayofislandsholidaypark.co.nz
https://www.raetihiholidaypark.com



