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News
As they love it

The Lion in A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Otari School.
Photo by Brian Scurfield, Memory of Light Photography.

Forget like it - they love it. Shakespeare that

Is! Hundreds more tamariki are engaging with
Shakespeare Globe Centre New Zealand (SGCNZ)
to perform in its 12™ Primarily Playing with
Shakespeare programme. The play this year is As
You Like It, where Rosalind, banished from her
uncle’s court, escapes into the forest with her
cousin Celia. There, Rosalind (aka Ganymede) and
Celia (aka Aliena) meet various characters in the
Forest of Arden, a composite name of ‘Arcadia’ -
conceptually a tranquil pastoral utopia - and the
‘Garden of Eden’, a Biblical place of solitude and
great beauty. It is also the name of a forest, mainly
In North Warwickshire, near where Shakespeare
was born.

Enjoy sharing the frolics performed by the tamariki
from Clifton Terrace Model School, Crofton Downs
Primary School, Karori West Normal School,
Miramar North School, and Ridgway School on
the 6™ of November in the Te Herenga Waka

- Victoria University of Wellington Memorial
Theatre. Kenakena Primary School, Maidstone
Intermediate, Otari School - Te Kura o Otari, Te
Aro School, and Wilford School will perform on the
12™ of November in the Members Gallery at Sky
Stadium. Bring your lunch and, from 12:30pm to
1:30pm, see for yourself how much these young
people gain from the whole experience.

“All our programmes are about mentoring and
providing life skills-.enhancing opportunities
through Shakespeare,” SGCNZ CEO Dawn Sanders
says. “As the Hon Erica Stanford reiterates, the
benefits of learning about grammar, figures

of speech, derivations of words, as well as all

the accompanying social skills through this
collaborative and confidence-building process,
cannot be stressed highly enough.”

SGCNZ alumnus Dryw McArthur has been
appointed by SGCNZ to be the mentor and co-
director, offering a little gentle guidance to the
teachers directing and rehearsing the tamariki in
their own schools. The first and only full rehearsal
Is the morning of their performance day. They finish
off with the delightful SGCNZ PPWS jig!

Beware!

Sean Burnett Dugdale-Martin. Photo by Charlie Jewell.
Buck Scourge is on the loose!

Unless...

We're trapped in his living nightmare.

Thunder cracks, a clown horn honks in the
distance...

With a menagerie of characters comprising a cool
pope, a mellow mechanic, and a dastardly speed
cop, the devilishly cheeky clown Buck Scourge
dances playfully on the line between being genuine
and performing for others in Buck Scourge: Living
Nightmare.

This is a show for people who are quite happy not
to understand what’s going on and those keen

to yell at a stranger, says creator Sean Burnett
Dugdale-Martin, adding that part of the philosophy
of this character is to keep things light and provide
escapist relief.

Despite Kiwis consistently enjoying clowning
performances, it remains an underrepresented
artform in Aotearoa according to Dugdale-Martin.
Thus, the character was born after they recently
returned from France after training at the revered
Ecole Philippe Gaulier, which they continue to bring
up, unprompted.

Under their production company Ruff as Gutz,
Dugdale-Martin is also responsible for other
chaotic successes like the infamous MILK saga,
the award-winning ratKing, and other ever-
confused but certifiably different sketch shows
such as The Devils Are Coming and Dogs In The
Hole. Dugdale-Martin received five nominations
at the 2024 New Zealand Fringe Festival for their
startlingly human performance in blackpill, a
verbatim solo show about incels, but due to “being
snubbed” at the awards, has turned their back
on earnest performance forever and returned
their gaze to meticulously crafting more mayhem
Incarnate.

Enter: Buck Scourge: Living Nightmare at The
Hannah on the 1%t of November.

Honk, honk!

Cover: Soloist Katherine Minor. The Nutcracker,
Royal New Zealand Ballet. Photo by Ross Brown.
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Familiar and fantastical

Soloist Jemima Scott as the Sugar Plum Fairy.
Photo by Ross Brown.

The classic Christmas adventures of Clara will
come to life in The Nutcracker but reimagined
through a distinctly Kiwi lens in the Royal New
/ealand Ballet’s original new production of the
timeless tale, premiering at Wellington’s St James
Theatre between the 30" of October to the 8" of
November before pirouetting around the motu
along a nationwide tour.

Set against the golden glow of a 1950s New
Zealand summer, the RNZB’s Nutcracker is a

love letter to growing up in Aotearoa, blending the
landscapes, traditions, and nostalgia of days spent
at the bach with the magic of the much-loved story
and Tchaikovsky’s score, performed in Poneke by
the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra.

Being a story borne from the Northern Hemisphere,
The Nutcracker is far removed from our own
experiences of Christmas, the festive season,

and the summer holidays, RNZB artistic director
and choreographer Ty King-Wall says, adding this
production is recognisably of the place we call
home. “Our distance from the rest of the world is
our strength. It gives us a creative distinctiveness
that’s reflected in every moment of this ballet”.

This is the RNZB’s first Nutcracker in seven years.
Breathtaking lighting design by Jon Buswell, state-
of-the-art visual effects from POW Studios, and
glittering handcrafted costumes and intricate sets
by award-winning designer Tracy Grant Lord collide
to craft a world that sweeps the audience into the
fantastical adventure of young Clara.

It’s Christmas Eve at the Stahlbaum family bach,
and Auntie Drosselmeyer - a retired ballerina -
arrives with a handcrafted Nutcracker doll, a gift
that sparks a magical adventure. Clara journeys
through the majestic Central Otago, a Land of
Sweets bursting with chocolate fish, hokey pokey
ice cream, lolly slice, and pavlova, and well beyond
before settling beneath the pohutukawa that
shelters her family’s bach. As for the Rat King’s
army, they take the form of invasive weasels,
stoats, and possums!

Aotearoa is woven into the very fabric of this
ballet, but as a story of hope, family, and unbridled
Imagination, King-Wall hopes audiences “have

a sense of wonder and awe, of pure escapism

to a world that is both reassuringly familiar and
completely fantastical”.

What's meant for you

Careen through the career of Canadian country
crooners Cowboy Junkies. The alt-country,

blues, folk, and rock band are set to make their
triumphant return to our shores to celebrate their
40" anniversary with a setlist lassoing their big
hits, fan favourites, deep cuts, and everything

in between at The Opera House on the 6™ of
November.

Cowboy Junkies formed in Toronto in 1985, when
singer Margo Timmins was joined by siblings
Michael Timmins on guitar, Peter Timmins on
drums, and Michael’s lifelong friend Alan Anton on
bass.

“I've known Alan longer than I've known Pete,”
says Michael, who isn’t kidding - they were friends
before Pete was even born!

Remarkably, over four decades and a whopping 29
albums - including 1988’s beautifully reflective
The Trinity Session, which features the stunning
cover of The Velvet Underground’s Sweet Jane

and went on to sell more than a million copies

- Cowboy Junkies have never broken up or

even taken a sanity-saving hiatus. Respect and
appreciation underline their time and everything
they create together.

“It’s that intimacy and understanding of what each
one of us brings to the table,” Michael says. “The
expectations and responsibilities of our roles are

a big part of the band’s ethos. We're still amazed
that we’re doing things our way and continuing to
grow the band, but the longer we are at it, the more
fun it’s become. We don’t take it for granted.”

“We do what we do, and it feels right for all of us”,
agrees Margo, who’s known for her feathery alto.
“After 40 years of playing together, the band and
Its music are more important to us than ever. The
music we make brings each of us a great sense of
contentment, a knowledge of place, and a sense of
doing what we were meant to do.”

And it shows. As Progressive Ears writes, “Cowboy
Junkies remain one of the best bands to ever
come out of Canada and have lost nothing over the
years”.

SNIPS

No trains

All Metlink rail services will be replaced by buses
over Labour Weekend (October the 25™ to 27™") as
KiwiRail carry out infrastructure upgrades. Find
timetables at metlink.org.nz

Water plan

Five councils - Hutt City, Porirua, Upper Hutt,
Wellington, and Greater Wellington - will work

In partnership with mana whenua iwi Ngati Toa
Rangatira and Taranaki Whanui ki Te Upoko o

Te Ika to form a dedicated organisation called
Metro Water. As part of the Local Water Done
Well programme, Metro Water will take over from
Wellington Water and be responsible for drinking
water, wastewater, and stormwater services
across the region from July 2026.

Mini artists

BATS Theatre is offering the next gen the chance
to be featured in their official calendar! Three to
13-year-olds can paint or draw a bat, the BATS
building, or anything theatre-inspired and submit
their A4 creations to admin@bats.co.nz or in
person on Kent Terrace from the 24" of October to
the 2" of November.

Primarily Playing | o~ :
SGENZ withishakespeare2025he | 40 _____ 6th November 12.30-1.30pm
presents . Ry & %.;: VUW Memorial Theatre

== B =
Y ) :r':-'-' .
/ * O(} & r‘-'t:"‘ : . /S " Members’ Gallery, Sky Stadium

A== . © . . i Tickets$2.50-$15 == =
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J -.‘.' : 2 .- | |

" " Book: eventfinda.co.nz
" Info: sgcnz.org.nz
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News
Champagne and stars

Are you ready, old sport? The green light is on for
Wellington Repertory Theatre’s production of The
Great Gatsby, which will coat Gryphon Theatre in
lavish opulence even as it peeks behind the curtain
from the 29" of October to the 8" of November.

A story that requires little introduction, F. Scott
Fitzgerald’s classic novel is set in Jazz Age,
prohibition-era New York during the roaring twenties
- the summer of 1922, to be precise - and was
written exactly 100 years ago in 1925. Interestingly,
it wasn’t a commercial success, selling fewer than
23,000 copies in its first year. Today, it is widely
celebrated: a tale of love and loss, greed and

envy with an instantly recognisable aesthetic that
continues to sparkle and shine on screens and
stages around the world. Ken Duncum’s adaptation
brings it to life in a way that is faithful to the original,
director Catherine McMechan says, but that also
makes for compelling theatre.

“In bringing this adaptation to the stage we hope to
give audiences a better understanding of a story that
IS often misunderstood, thanks to a superb script
that focuses on the drama and the tragedy behind
the glitz and the glamour.”

Well-known New Zealand playwright Duncum has
Indicated his aim was to make this adaptation ‘light
on its feet’.

Wellington Repertory Theatre aims to honour
this intention, but with a cast of 14 and a stellar
production team, they’ll also dazzle with the
aesthetic audiences have come to expect of The
Great Gatsby.

Advice from Alan
Telecommunication disputes

by Alan Knowsley, consultant, Rainey Collins Lawyers

If you have a dispute with
your phone or internet
provider that you have

not been able to resolve
directly, you can complain to
Telecommunications Dispute
Resolution (TDR) to help
resolve the problem.

TDR is a free service for
consumers and was set up in 2007 to resolve
complaints. It consists of an independent

chair, three industry representatives, and three
consumer representatives. The actual dispute
resolution process is run by Fair Way, which
specialises in dispute resolution, managing
complaints, and providing dispute resolution
practitioners. The resolution service covers
telecommunications providers for around 95
percent of consumers. Consumers have three
years to raise a complaint to TDR and as the
terms and conditions a customer agrees to will

be very important in resolving any dispute, it is
vital that these can be provided if a complaint is
made. Members of the scheme should ensure they
retain records for at least that long so they can be
provided if necessary.

Those terms and conditions must have been made
available to the consumer at the time services
were offered. This might be by providing a copy or
providing a link if there is proof that this was done.
The relevant terms will be those brought to the
customer’s attention and applying at the time of
the event giving rise to the complaint.

Complaints can include things such as billing,
faulty equipment, service levels, and repairs. The
TDR process can involve four phases: talking to
the consumer about their complaint to understand
what the issues are and how the consumer would
like them resolved; facilitating a solution by direct
communication between the consumer and
provider to reach an agreed outcome; mediation
with a Fair Way mediator to assist the parties to
agree on an outcome; and adjudication, where a
decision will be made after considering evidence
and submissions from the consumer and provider.

Decisions of the adjudicator are binding on the
communications provider, but consumers can still
take their case to the Disputes Tribunal or courts if
they are not satisfied with the outcome.

ROSIES NATIONWIDE
REMOVALS LTD SERVICE
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You're in safe hands with ROSIES REMOVALS
“We moved from Blenheim to Levin and it was seamless. Rosies went above and
beyond with the move, packing and moving quickly and effectively.
Would highly recommend.” - Betty and Ron

FREEPHONE 0800 46 76 74 or 0800 GO ROSIES Phone 06 370 1258
office@rosiesremovals.co.nz www.rosiesremovals.co.nz [E§ RosiesRemovals

w' Mary Potter
g@ Hospice

When you are clearing out your home o make way for surmer
quests, think about donating to Mary Potter Hospice.

Discover clothing, books, homeware, and vintage treasures, all while supporting
free hospice care in our community.

If you need new clothes for your family for summer, visit us!

Karori | Miramar | Newlands | Kapiti Road,
Paraparaumu | Porirua | Tawa | Thorndon
Mon-Sat 10am—4pm | Sun 11lam-3pm

Kelburn | Cuba Street
Mon-Sat 10am—-5pm | Sun 11lam-3pm

Your Quality Donations Help Us Turn Second-Hand Goods into First-Class Hospice Care.

Shop. Donafte. Support Hospice. marypotterorg.nz

ART FLOW

DR 5N b D"1,.S .C "UEEValEs R

/ea/?uwy MIN KIM

IMMERSE YOURSELF IN THE SOULFUL WORKS OF ARTIST MIN KIM, WHOSE EXQUISITE
PAINTINGS BLEND HER SOUTH KOREAN HERITAGE WITH THE VIBRANT SPIRIT OF ITALY.

JOIN US ON THE IST OF NOVEMBER FOR AN INTIMATE EVENING WHERE FINE DINING MEETS

ARTISTIC EXPRESSION. SAVOUR A SPECIALLY CURATED MENU WHILE EXPERIENCING MIN’S
CAPTIVATING CREATIONS AND ENGAGING WITH THE ARTIST HERSELF.

WWW.EVENTFINDA.CO.NZ/2025/ART-FLOW-DINE-DISCOVER3/WELLINGTON
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Per

fect Day with The Saints
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“Rock music in the 70s was changed by three
bands”, Sir Bob Geldof says. “The Sex Pistols, the
Ramones, and The Saints”.

The Saints '73-"78 carry on where the original
Australian punk rock godfathers left off in 1978,
performing material from (I’'m) Stranded (1977),
Eternally Yours (1978), and Prehistoric Sounds
(1978). The band features founding Saints
members, guitarist Ed Kuepper and drummer lvor
Hay, alongside honorary Saints: former The Birthday
Party and Bad Seeds guitarist Mick Harvey, bassist
Peter Oxley of Australia’s legendary Sunnyboys, and
singer Mark Arm of Seattle rockers Mudhoney.

“The Saints’ first three albums rank among the best
records ever made”, Mark raves. “They have been a
part of my life since stumbling upon them in the early
80s. Their influence looms large in Mudhoney world.
| am stoked, stunned, and humbled that | get to join
iIn on this Rock ‘n’ Roll Reality Camp with Ed, Ivor,
Peter, and Mick!”

Put the incendiary musicians together and you have
“no tribute band... no hackneyed cabaret act”, but
“a band on fire”, Backseat Mafia writes. Meanwhile,
Sean Sennett of Time Off calls The Saints '73-'78
“guys reaching for magic, devoted to the moment,
and delivering one of the greatest final furlongs I've
seen in four decades of watching live music”.

Following their wildly successful Australian 2024
tour, where they played to crowds of 12,000 people
across 12 shows, The Saints '73 -'78 will make their
New Zealand debut this spring, eternally yours at
Meow Nui on the 1% of November.
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Wellington rock band This Silent Divide has been
on the local scene since 2018. Today comprising
Shaun Jones (vocals, guitar), Kieran Williams (lead
guitar, backing vocals), Jonatan JaworskKi (bass),
and Tim Wright (drums), they dropped their debut
EP Tall Stories in 2021 alongside a series of singles
across 2023 and 2024.

2025 is really lighting up. This Silent Divide’s recent
singles City Lights - described as “a lively piece of
modern rock with a twist of punk attitude for a dirty
and mean edge that packs a meaty punch” by Loud
Enough? Magazine - and Rockets - “incendiary
and with touches of a curiously alluring darkness”
(Music for All) - were picked up by streaming rock
radio stations internationally and have blazed the
path for The Fire EP.

“Lyrically The Fire EP explores themes around the
obsession with things you can’t control, the inner
drive to push through adversity, and precarious
situations that could ignite at any moment”, Jones
says. “Sonically we aim to mix driving drums, wall-
of-sound guitars, and melodic overtones to create
catchy, high-energy songs. It's about trying to create
dynamic shifts across the songs and so things
really take off when the chorus hits.”

This Silent Divide will celebrate The Fire EP one
week after its release in a great night out for rock
lovers on the 24™ of October.

“Moon is an awesome Newtown venue,” Jones
continues. “We're really looking forward to playing
these new songs, and are stoked to have Kaletta
and Adult Friends joining us as support”.

Boots 'n’ bops

Photo by Garth Badger.

Aotearoa country singer-songwriter and star Kaylee
Bell is hitting the road for five massive shows this
November, springing into Michael Fowler Centre

on the 4" of November with her brand-new album
Cowboy Up.

Embodying the spirit of her small-town roots and
big-city dreams, the eight-track radio smash sees
Bell explore life as an artist and, more recently, a
mum.

“This was written in the moments after finding
out | was pregnant, when everything shifted in an
Instant”, Bell shares. “lt captures the shock, the
wonder, and the overwhelming realisation that life
as | knew it was about to change forever. Writing
It was my way of processing all those feelings, the
joy, the fear, and the deep sense of love that was
already forming.”

Bangers and bops meet beautiful ballads built

on solid rhythmic backbones and brimming with
contrasting narratives of vulnerability, love, and
self-worth. Bell’s storytelling stands front and
centre, anchored by her trademark powerhouse
vocals, Nashville flair, and playful swag. Let’s not
forget the hat tips to some of the musical moments
and icons that shaped her ever-blossoming career.
Song For Shania opens with the lyrics “l was in the
backseat, six years old / ‘Still the one’ playing on
the radio / Was just a little girl but it changed my
world”, while her rendition of Natalie Imbruglia’s
Torn marks a full-circle moment for a singer who
grew up belting along to the hit 90s song.

Cowboy up and giddy on down, Boots ‘N All, with
Kaylee Bell.

Stand up and dance

20 years ago, OdESSA kicked in the back door of
Aotearoa mainstream music with their explosive
debut Oak Park Avenue. The 2005 indie-funk
record came crashing into the top 10 of the
national charts and set the wheels in dizzying
motion for the funk, soul, and rock proponents,
heralded “the band that can make all of New
/ealand stand up and dance” by Sunday Star
Times.

Stacked with classics like Bring the Money Back,
Baby Don’t Go Home, Promises Promises, and
Sugar Pop, the landmark album of high-octane
grooves and infectious hooks captured the
atmosphere the boundary-breaking band brought
to the stage. It's the kind of raw energy that saw
OdESSA play the 2006 Big Day Out Festival, the
red-carpet parade of the King Kong world premiere
that same year, multiple Cuba Street Carnivals
and Newtown Festivals, and with the likes of Fat
-reddy’s Drop, Kora, Connan Mockasin, Trinity
Roots, Goldenhorse, and more local ledges.

Up till they separated in 2009, and with extra
thanks to their 2007 sophomore record The Prize,
they were regarded as one of the country’s most
outstanding live acts, with singer Matthew Pender
named by the music press as “one of the greatest
front men NZ has ever produced”. Reforming in
2020 with Pender back on vocals and bassist Paul
Mouncey from the original lineup, OdESSA have

a new album in the works and a San Fran show

set down for October the 26" to celebrate the 20"
anniversary of Oak Park Avenue. Whether you were
there in 2005 or just discovering the Welly band for
the first time, come celebrate a slice of our music
history!

‘Back to contents |
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Close but no cigar - almost, but not quite
successful. Riffing off New Zealand’s tall poppy
culture, a breakout five-piece Kiwi band named
themselves after the famous idiom.

“The self-deprecating nature of us taking the first
jab at our artistic venture makes it less impactful
when others come at us”, the genre-blurring indie,
surf, alt-rockers explain, admitting that the name
originated from a cool surfing vid they found on
YouTube. “It was a great video, and was a fun
name. We had it as a backup in case we came up
with something better. We came close to finding
one, but.. So we stuck with it. NO CIGAR.”

With their 2023 sophomore album The Great
Escape spending more than 74 consecutive

weeks on the NZ Top 20 Albums Chart, their

hit Concubine voted the 10™ best rock song of
2024 by listeners of The Rock, and their highly
anticipated third aloum Under The Surface making
waves since the day of its release in July this year,
NO CIGAR needn’t have worried.

“Feedback from the new album and the response
to the tour has been immense”, the band buzzes.
“Selling out our largest headline show with months
to go was epic. It has us all fizzing for the upcoming
run of shows and a busy summer.”

With a rep for unforgettable, magnetic
performances, don’t come close to missing their
biggest shows on home soil to date. The electric
tour reaches Meow Nui on the 7" of November.

Cheers for cheer
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Alan McElroy.

L —

Laughs, libations, and Celtic wit collide at Booze &
Craic, a night of Irish and Scottish comedy that will
leave Whisky & Wood audiences with stitches in their
sides and slainte on their lips this October on the
30,

This cheeky and charm-laden comedy showcase
unites top-tier comedic talent from Ireland and
Scotland. Hosted by Dubliner Alan McElroy, who

won Best MC at the 2025 NZ Comedy Guild Awards,
Booze & Craic features Shane Mulvey alongside
Scotland’s own David Stuart and Samantha Hannah.

Dubbed one of the “funniest ladies on the planet”
by Remote Goat, Hannah blasted onto the comedy
scene in 2018 by trying to find a husband in a year
and then writing a show about it. Lucky for us, the
2026 Billy T nominee found a Kiwi lad, and now
Aotearoa gets to enjoy the fringe benefits of her
happily ever after. Describing himself as “effortlessly
beautiful”, Stuart rounds out the Scottish contingent
at Booze & Craic. He got fired from a job, moved

to NZ, and is now a 2025 Billy T nominee.
Queenstown’s Irish powerhouse, Mulvey has a
unique perspective on life, covering everything from
Mexican jail cells to fatherhood in his sets.

Sharing tales from their homelands, culture clashes,
or the quirks of life in New Zealand, McElroy sees the
evening as more than just stand-up - it's a meeting
petween two rich comedic traditions, he says, “Celtic
numour filtered through modern Kiwi experience”.
Ready your bellies for bevvies and banter, juice and
jests, tipples and teasing at Booze & Craic.

Razor-sharp riot

Whether you recognise him from Snapchat or
mainstream TV, stages or cinema, Tom Sainsbury
has become a household name in Aotearoa. The
multi-talented comedian, actor, and writer has a
portfolio as diverse as they come, but one thing
remains consistent: his distinctively Kiwi, weirdly
specific, and totally unforgettable style of comedy.

There was a time - circa 2017 - when Sainsbury
was best known for his social media skits and
political impressions. So much so that he became
known as Snapchat Dude. Whether he plays a
dodgy small-town mayor, a boomer dad, a passive-
aggressive flatmate, or captures the eccentricities
of the likes of Simon Bridges and Paula Bennett,
his nigh-on daily videos get thousands upon
thousands of views to this day.

As for TV, Sainsbury has starred in Taskmaster,
Snhackmasters, Shortland Street, and Wellington
Paranormal as ghost-hunting assistant Constable
Parker, plus he’s appeared in Kiwi feature films like
Guns Akimbo, Breaker Upperers, Baby Done, and
The Rule of Jenny Pen.

There are over 30 plays he has written listed

with Playmarket, plus 34 writing credits on his
IMDDb portal, including for 7 Days, Wellington
Paranormal, Loop Track, the Taika Walititi-directed
Super City, and the new TVNZ show Warren’s
Vortex. His awards and accolades? Too many to
list!

You can catch the star shining on stage in his new
stand-up show Lessons Not Learnt, sauntering into
Te Raukura ki Kapiti Coastlands Theatre on the 15t
of November before finishing his nationwide tour at
The Opera House on the 2",

Side-splitting stardust

Kiwi star Raybon Kan has skyrocketed back onto
the stage to celebrate 31 years of out-of-this-world
jokes and sky-high laughs. Raybonanza will melt
down the award-winning comedian’s side-splitting
stardust into a high-octane show of stratospheric
proportions at The Hannah on the 315 of October.

From lawyer to columnist to meteoric comedic
success, Kan’s journey to stardom was anything
but ordinary.

“The first time | performed stand-up was a quiet
Sunday evening in Wellington at Bar Bodega in
1994,” he reminisces. “There was no tradition of
stand-up in Wellington at the time, and the evening
was a loose gathering. The performers, a handful,
outhumbered the crowd”.

Before delivering the lines he’d written on an A4
piece of paper, Kan recalls being parked outside
the venue for what seemed “like an age, staring
longingly at the motorway onramp - the beckoning
escape route”.

He may not remember what happened on stage
that night, but the rest is history. Since his debut,
Kan has appeared at Melbourne Fringe Festival,
Edinburgh Festival Fringe, Just for Laughs in
Montreal, and at the New Zealand International
Comedy Festival. He has written for Wellington
Paranormal, was twice awarded Funniest

Column by NZ Comedy Guild, and was voted Best
Comedian by Metro Magazine and North & South.
Now, Kan is ready to embark on the career-capping
victory lap of belly laughs that is Raybonanza.

“This is my Eras Tour”, Kan says. “The show will be
a greatest hits compilation - a medley of all the
favourite jokes | can still remember”.
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Halloween news
Can of worms

Photo by A. Moore.

Get ready for a graveyard smash at Monster Mash,
Wellington’s wackiest comedy extravaganza coming,
back from the dead on the 29™ of October.

Bringing spine-tingling absurdity to The Pow Wow
Room, Monster Mash is an unfiltered experiment
packed with sketch, improv, and all-out alternative
comedy carnage that features a cast of unhinged
funny fiends. After earning a 2024 Wellington
Comedy Awards nomination for Show of the Year,
Monster Mash is gnashing its teeth to bring more
mayhem to the stage.

“We wanted something weird, wild, and totally
unforgettable”, co-creator and performer Mo Munn
says. “This year’s show is a full-on descent into
delightful madness. We’re breaking the format,
breaking the fourth wall, and maybe summoning
something wild while we're at it.”

Joining Munn, who recently took home Best
Newcomer at the NZ International Comedy Fest,

Is Best Joke 2024 winner Summer Begalka, Billy
T-nominee Kipling DC, 2025 Wellington Raw Comedy
Quest runner-up Aaron James Douglas and finalist

Q Potts, and razor-sharp rascal Oliver Pol alongside
special guests Keegan Thomas, Ralph Hilaga, and
Adam Moore.

“It’s not just a comedy show - it’s a full-on
Halloween experience and a monster of a show in
every sense,” Munn says, adding that DJ Reynell

will be “spinning ghoulish bangers and Halloween
remixes before and after the show to keep the vibes
high and the energy spooky”.

Light your pumpkins and prepare your funny bones
for Monster Mash.

Saucy Samhain

When the sun goes down and the moon comes up,
jump on your broomsticks or ride your headless
horses down to The Willies: Halloween Drag Show
for a cracked compilation of sexy scaries and
terrifying treats that will leave you screaming for
more and chilled to the bone.

On the 315t of October and the 1%t of November,
the trick or treating will come knocking on The
Fringe Bar door in the form of glamorous ghouls
and sensual skeletons, vixen vampires and bawdy
banshees, wanton witches and erotic entities.
Scary meets sexy at this Samhain show featuring
everything from death drops to sky-high stunts,
comedic capers to freakish feats.

Monster mashing it up at The Willies: Halloween
Drag Show are Aotearoa’s Anti-Pageant winners
Araceli and Myrtle Montgomery alongside
Mx Capital Drag winners Faux Femm, Eddie
D’amore, and Willy SmacknTush, plus Ultimate
DIY BurlesKiwi winner Ms Weeds, Maori political
fashionista Misty Frequency, and the gender-
destructionist glam-rock pretty boy Rocky Rhodes.

Gather your coven and dress up for the occasion
yourself. Whether you’re keen for a group fit or
you're flying solo, costumes will be rewarded,

SO Spooky or scary, sexy or silly, take a stab at
shapeshifting this Samhain.

Don’t hide in the shadows on Halloween - howl at
the moon, haunt the streets, devise devious deeds,
and take a bite out of The Willies: Halloween Drag
Show.

D Fa g Ch ” St m a S by Alessia Belsito-Riera

Fright meets fabulousness at Nightmare on Cuba
Street, lvy Bar & Cabaret’s Halloween drag show
starring glittering ghouls Faux Femm, Adamant
Eve, Ness Quick, Veronica Heart, Judas Kiss, and
Rocky Rhodes. The spooktacular evening of camp,
comedy, and Killer performances will feature
wickedly good looks, hair-raising numbers, and a
hauntingly fun atmosphere. | asked organiser Faux
Femm what tricks and treats she has up her sleeve
for the 315 of October.

What makes dressing up for Halloween so fun?

Halloween is your get-in-drag free card! You can be
as confident, geeky, or scary as you want, because
everyone around you is also doing it. You can be
your favourite TV show character, a sexy version of
just about anything, or even a horrendous meme
come to life.

Will the Nightmare on Cuba Street costumes be
sexy or scary?

They’ll definitely make your stomach drop, your
eyes pop, or your heart stop - ideally all three!
It’ll be a fever dream where the Corpse Bride,
Black Swan, and Jennifer’'s Body have a turbulent
