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News
Bloody good time

Knock, knock

Something wicked this way comes on wings as 
dark as night and with fangs as sharp as knives. 
Dracula’s will rise from the St James Theatre mid-
winter, so if you have an appetite for a bloody 
good time then sink your teeth into Australia’s cult-
favourite vaudevillian variety show. 
Since its origins in a Melbourne laneway in 1980, 
Dracula’s has become a cultural phenomenon. The 
risqué burlesque-meets-comedy show, brought to 
life by Newman Entertainment, has kept more than 
five million attendees in suspense, surprise, and 
stitches over the 43 years it has been running.
Their sold-out debut tour of New Zealand in 2023 
was just the appetiser, and Kiwis were ravenous for 
more. With the first two Wellington shows on the 
11th and 12th of July almost completely devoured, 
two additional performances will be unleashed on 
the 10th and 12th of July. 
Its return to Aotearoa sees the risqué, raucous, and 
ravenous show take a whole new form. Sanctuary 
is a wild, adults-only spectacle packed with jaw-
dropping acrobatics, powerhouse vocals, and razor-
sharp comedy featuring Dracula’s signature edge. 
Expect a high-voltage mash-up of music, mischief, 
and mayhem featuring fiery tributes to Guns N’ 
Roses, Elton John, and No Doubt, with an encore 
promised for those who are hungry for more.
 “It’s a spectacle of seduction and silliness, with 
plenty of fangs, feathers, and flirting,” CEO Luke 
Newman says, adding that Sanctuary is “naughty, 
in your face, and pure energy.”
Don’t be left lurking in the dark – surrender to 
Dracula’s: Sanctuary, where blood is the elixir, but 
laughter is the best medicine.

In the dark, cold winter’s night, there’s nothing like 
a dose of 1920s debauchery to keep you warm. 
Hunker down at Kick up a FUS: Speakeasy Edition 
to party prohibition style. 
In their ethical strip club takeover on the 12th of 
July, Kick up a FUS will set up shop in a secret 
CBD spot with the password and location to be 
revealed on the day. As for the vibes, well that they 
can tell you!
“We are taking it back to the days of prohibition 
when the drinks were strong, the parties were 
long, and the fashion was unflappable,” organiser 
Anya Rzhevitskaya says. “Live music, seductive 
nude performances, tarot readings, and cocktails 
as classy as the cause await behind closed doors.”
An event dedicated to raising awareness of 
stripper rights, Fired Up Stilettos organisers and 
affiliates will be dancing all evening long. The 
stripper-led, grass-roots labour rights movement 
based in Aotearoa is inspired by the rich history of 
sex-worker activism. It formed in response to years 
of injustice in the industry, but the breaking point 
came in 2023 when 19 women were fired from 
Calendar Girls Wellington for demanding a fair 
workplace and safe conditions. Since then, they’ve 
been kicking up a FUS!
Their speakeasy-themed takeover aims to 
demonstrate that strip clubs can be operated with 
fairness and respect for the workers. So, don your 
pinstripes and pearls, your feathers and fedoras, a 
night of celebration and revolution is upon us… 
Password, please?
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The third concert in Orchestra Wellington’s 2025 
season The Dictator’s Shadow pairs two gripping 
20th-century works that confront ideology, power, 
and personal expression under authoritarian 
regimes. Party Faithful features Benjamin Britten’s 
Cello Symphony and Dmitri Shostakovich’s 
Symphony No. 3, The First of May, revealing a 
surprising thread of friendship and mutual respect.
Under a veneer of Soviet optimism, this choral 
symphony offers biting irony. Shostakovich plays 
with tropes of celebration and struggle – clarinets 
evoke spring innocence, fanfares hint at marches, 
and a climactic choir recites optimistic propaganda 
in a vacuum of real meaning. Joining the orchestra 
is the Orpheus Choir Wellington, who will add 
dramatic expression to the chorale finale.
Paired with Britten’s striking Cello Symphony – a 
piece written for their shared friend, the legendary 
cellist Mstislav Rostropovich – this programme 
shines a light on artistic courage and camaraderie 
in the face of political constraint. The work 
balances solo and ensemble roles equally. The 
cello emerges over rugged tuba, contrabassoon, 
and percussion – it’s fragmentary, intense, and 
confrontational, bridging uneasy slow movements 
with a bold closing ascent tinged with ambiguity. 
Orchestra Wellington is delighted to welcome back 
esteemed cellist Lev Sivkov, a Swiss-based cellist 
and acclaimed Naumburg Competition laureate, 
celebrated for his versatility as a concerto soloist, 
recitalist, and chamber musician. His performance 
promises to be a powerful anchor for Britten’s Cello 
Symphony and a profound musical voice in this 
season’s exploration of art under pressure.
Party Faithful is on at the Michael Fowler Centre on 
Saturday the 26th of July at 7:30pm. Visit  
www.orchestrawellington.co.nz for more.

Exploring art under pressure
News

In 2024, Footnote New Zealand Dance and Te 
Auaha launched an innovative venture to increase 
the visibility and vibrancy of contemporary dance 
in the creative capital. The Pōneke Festival of 
Contemporary Dance returns to Te Auaha from 
the 30th of June to the 5th of July with a vast and 
varied programme that spans the width and 
breadth of the medium. 
“Contemporary dance has the unique ability to 
connect audiences to the world through physical 
expression and conceptual (or abstract) themes,” 
Footnote Dance artistic director Anita Hunziker 
says. “It will be a fantastic opportunity for 
audiences to dip their toes into something new.”
The festival will feature seven performances by 
six of New Zealand’s finest contemporary dance 
artists and companies, including Footnote Dance, 
Dance Plant Collective, BalletCollective Aotearoa, 
and Java Dance Theatre. Eight residency 
recipients will also be developing their craft at the 
Te Auaha studios. 
As part of the festival and in celebration of their 
40th anniversary, Footnote Dance will present the 
Wellington premiere of the international dance 
collaboration Thin Paper, Autonomous Synapses, 
Nomads, Tokyo(ing) 薄い紙、自律のシナプ
ス、遊牧民、トーキョー(する) by Japanese 
choreographer Kota Yamazaki on the 1st of July. 
Internationally debuting in Nagoya and Tokyo 
in October 2024 and nationally at Tempo 
Dance Festival, the poetic contemporary dance 
work reveals a new sense of space and time – 
intersecting people, cultures, landscapes, and 
moments to evoke deep emotion through attention 
to detail. Throughout the work, words float and 
scatter, collected from the scenery of Wellington 
and young people’s hang-out spots in Tokyo. 
Yamazaki and Footnote explore the changing and 
fluid nature of human identity, freeing it from 
socially preconditioned notions of self. 
Excited to be bringing the Pōneke Festival of 
Contemporary Dance back for a second year and 
to be presenting Thin Paper in Wellington, Hunziker 
is “100 percent certain there are people out there 
who love contemporary dance; they just don’t 
know it yet”!

A vast, varied, and vibrant 
venture

Photo by Yin-Chi Lee.

Have you considered
Hypnotherapy?

Overcoming Challenges at a
Subconscious Level

Hypnotherapy supports:

Sleep Issues & Anxiety
Pain Management

Emotional Eating & Weight Concerns
 Stress, Anger, and Overwhelm

Addictions and Unwanted Habits
Grief, Trauma & PTSD

Phobias, Fears & Confidence
 …and so much more.

 
 ✔ Targets the root cause — not just symptoms
 ✔ Drug-free, evidence-informed, and deeply

empowering

Do you have behaviours that you are struggling to
change no matter how hard you try?

Appointments available in
Carterton
and online

Book online at:
www.beyondtrauma.co.nz

Struggling with anxiety, trauma, stress, grief, emotional eating,
sleep issues, or phobias? Beyond Trauma Hypnotherapy
supports you initiate lasting change by working at the root —
your subconscious mind — where patterns begin and where real
transformation happens.

Natalie Dalziel is a certified Clinical Hypnotherapist offering
safe, effective sessions from her Carterton clinic. Her trauma-
informed approach means there’s no need to relive painful
memories — gentle, guided change that many clients find lasting
and effective. “Clients often say it feels like finally getting
traction after years of being stuck.” Hypnotherapy research
shows it can be up to 93% effective where other approaches may
not have worked for some clients. Additionally, a Swiss study
found that hypnosis increased deep sleep by 80% in participants
compared to a control group.

If you’re ready to feel lighter, calmer and more like you, this
could be the breakthrough you’ve been waiting for.

Hypnotherapy is a complementary therapy and does not replace medical advice or diagnosis. Individual results may vary.

https://www.beyondtrauma.co.nz
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It’s about to get hot this Wellington winter as UK 
legends 10cc bring their Ultimate Ultimate Greatest 
Hits Tour to the Opera House on the 11th of July. 
Only two years ago, 10cc rocked Pōneke in June 
to mark their 50th anniversary. This year, the band 
will again get audiences up on their feet, clapping, 
dancing, and singing along to one of the most 
outstanding collections of eclectic hits ever to have 
emerged from the UK. A list that includes I’m Not In 
Love, The Things We Do For Love, Rubber Bullets, 
Donna, The Wall Street Shuffle, Art For Art’s Sake, 
I’m Mandy Fly Me, and, of course, that earworm 
Dreadlock Holiday, which is frontman Graham 
Gouldman’s favourite song to play live. 
Because it “always gets people dancing and 
singing along”, he told Regional News back in 
2023. As for his upcoming tour of Aotearoa, the 
rock star says that he and the band are “so looking 
forward to getting back Down Under. Around the 
world our crowds are a great mix of those who grew 
up with 10cc, as well as many young people who 
know the songs too, which is hugely gratifying”.
With 30 million albums sold worldwide and over 
two billion streams and counting, 10cc remain one 
of the most influential bands in history and have 
achieved commercial, critical, and creative success 
in equal measure.
 “The band is the best it has ever been – it’s hit 
after hit,” Gouldman beams.  
“We show no mercy.”

The ultimate ultimate

Photo by Nick Oliver.

Ladies and gentlemen, theys and thems, step right 
up and behold the wonders of Wellington in a night 
of glitter and glam, the bizarre and the marvellous. 
Pōneke’s most peculiar and prodigious, stupendous 
and surreal, funny and freaky are coming together 
under the big top of Ivy Bar & Cabaret for an after-
dark extravaganza that blends high camp drag and 
daring circus stunts with a dash of utter chaos. Tuck 
& Roll – A Drag-tastic Circus Spectacular is in town 
on the 12th of July – prepare to be amazed!
The two-hour hoo-ha will be one sequin-soaked night 
with all the glam of Priscilla and all the ooos and 
ahhs of a talent showcase. Spinning her puppets 
to dazzle at will, ringleader Selina Simone will 
orchestrate a camp, crowd-pleasing caper like never 
before. 
Joining our hostess is a triple-threat troupe to 
tantalise, titillate, and tease. RuPaul’s Drag Race 
Down Under season four’s darling daughter Olivia 
Dreams is ready to bring the heat, showcasing 
Wellington drag’s iconic style with passion, energy, 
and fancy footwork. Award-winning, international 
hula-hoop extraordinaire Laura Oakley will razzle 
dazzle and daze, while Booth the Clown will be foolin’ 
around. 
Plus, Selina says there will be “mini-games, drink 
specials, sequins galore, and stunts that’ll make your 
jaw drop harder than a clumsy acrobat!”
So come one, come all for a campy, trampy, and 
vampy night with the carnie crew at Tuck & Roll – A 
Drag-tastic Circus Spectacular!

Carnival capers

Javier Perianes Piano
Emilia Hoving Conductor

J Ritchie Papanui Road
de Falla Nights in the Gardens of Spain  
Ravel Piano Concerto in G Major
Stravinsky The Firebird (1945 Suite)

BOOK AT nzso.co.nz
TICKETS FROM $22

SUPPORTED BY

Wellington | Te Whanganui a Tara   
Thu, 17 Jul, 6.30pm 
Michael Fowler Centre

FIREBIRD
The Times

musician”
“an exquisite

Ravel & Stravinsky

https://www.nzso.co.nz
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Plants and parts of plants is both an act of 
mourning and an invocation that calls back to 
what has been buried, burned, banished. The 
photographic exhibition from Ann Shelton runs 
until the 5th of July at Jhana Millers Gallery and 
builds on the artist’s ongoing series i am an old 
phenomenon, which investigates suppressed plant-
based knowledge systems to present a feminist 
reappraisal. 
Described by the artist as the “re-assemblage of 
fragments of old knowledge,” Shelton says that 
these six images “invoke the persecution of wise 
women, witches, and wortcunners” – figures 
historically persecuted for their understanding of 
nature and medicine, who “kept this knowledge 
safe but whose understanding of plants and 
their connection with reproduction, in particular, 
represented a threat to the then new order”. 
Her photographs are richly layered, sumptuous, 
and contextually charged, underscoring her deep 
commitment to photographic precision. 
“Photography is a flawed medium and so 
a perfect device with which to explore our 
own problematic position in the world. It’s 
fascinating in its ability to record our lives and 
express our ideas, however, it is very slippery indeed 
and can be manipulated”, Shelton says, adding that 
the medium also shares something in common with 
plants. “Both need light to develop and emerge as 
a physical and visible thing, and both come from the 
darkness”. 
Each work in Plants and parts of plants depicts an 
arrangement or plant construction that the artist 
made and photographed. As the second iteration 
of the project, this series features new elements: 
flames, scorched arrangements, and the body itself. 
Expanding the ritualistic and alchemical tenor of the 
series, these shifts deepen the project’s exploration 
of rupture and reassembly, resistance and erasure. 
Nevertheless, the works continue to investigate lost 
knowledge and the relationship between plants and 
female ontology through the figure of the witch. 
“I also want to transform the way we think about 
witches, the keepers of plant knowledge and carers 
of their communities rather than the spooky scary 
stuff of fairy tales,” Shelton says. “The witch has 
already undergone a thorough media makeover to 
scary black figure; I think we need to reengineer 
her position.”
The plant-based tableaux are not botanical studies 
but mnemonic devices, referencing ancient systems 
of belief forcibly displaced by Christianity and 
capitalism. They ask what knowledge might still be 
recovered through an embodied engagement with 
plants. 
“What intrigues me about plants is the way they 
speak to our own beliefs and understandings of the 
world, linking gender politics and the climate crisis 
in a critical moment,” Shelton continues. “I want to 
transform the way we see plants, their relevance and 
power over us. I want us to reconsider our own 
subjectivity right now in terms of plants,” and ask 
“questions such as how are they critically relevant to 
our contemporary lives?”

Re-assemblage and resistance

Gallery news
by Alessia Belsito-Riera

All the blue flowers follow the sun (chicory, succory, 
blue sailors, coffeeweed, wild Succory, blue daisy, blue 

dandelion, blue sailors, blueweed, bunk, coffeeweed, 
cornflower, hendibeh, horseweed, ragged sailors, 
succory, wild bachelor's buttons, and wild endive)  

by Ann Shelton.

Be still, be present

Dancing in the stars

Alice Toomer. Photo by Yoan Jolly.

The early recordings, Otahi Stream by Brendan O’Brien.

A breath of pause, a calm still before the 
everyday hum begins again, Nurture brings 
together the works of Alice Toomer and Benjamin 
Cotter Dephoff at Twentysix Gallery until the 5th of 
July. 
With a shared appreciation for nature, 
connection, and food, the two artists gently ask 
what rituals are embraced by us versus expected 
of us. How can we let nature hold us and sustain 
us a little longer? 
“This series began from my connection with the 
New Zealand outdoors,” Cotter Dephoff says. “It’s 
a place where I feel most present, away from the 
distractions of work and everyday life. It’s also 
where I reconnect with friends and create some 
of my best memories. Painting these scenes 
helps me relive that sense of clarity, calm, and 
connection.”
Their photorealist paintings both explore what it 
means to give and receive care. Toomer focuses 
in on inner domestic life, poking fun at the ironies 
of conventionally feminine ways of nurturing, while 
simultaneously enjoying them. Cotter Dephoff 
looks outwards at a small frame against a vast 
landscape. 
“For me, it’s wanting to capture the density and 
texture of the landscape, whether it’s the lush, 
native New Zealand bush or a mossy, debris-
scattered forest floor,” Cotter Dephoff says. “I’ve 
always been drawn to the tactile quality of texture 
in my work, using techniques like scumbling, 
hatching, and stippling with fine brushes.”
Experience a moment of stillness with the lull of 
Aotearoa bush and a quiet home in the background 
at Nurture.

Collage artist Brendan O’Brien credits a road 
trip he did last year to Taranaki for his current 
exhibition at Bowen Gallery. 
“Being in the vicinity of Taranaki Maunga brought 
to mind some formative experiences,” he says. 
“One was the opportunity to collaborate on a small 
handmade book in 2001 with Sydney-based artist 
Noel McKenna and my brother Greg to produce two 
apostrophes, an illustrated poem for Te Whiti-o-
Rongomai and Tohu Kākahi of Parihaka.” 
Citing the City Gallery Te Whare Toi exhibition 
Parihaka: The Art of Passive Resistance and music 
among some of his other inspirations, O’Brien 
says that he values the way other creative works 
can inspire a personal response and “transport 
imaginative projects along to places you never 
might have expected them to go”. 
The result of his road trip is his exhibition 
Conversation with a mountain, which runs until the 
5th of July. He says it might be seen as a “series of 
dialogues between Taranaki Maunga and someone 
other – perhaps the artist, perhaps history, 
perhaps the cosmos, or perhaps contemporary 
society”. 
His collages repurpose and recycle old materials, 
particularly those that would otherwise be 
disposed of. “I believe it is an irresponsible mistake 
to discard things while there is an option to use 
them in some other constructive way,” O’Brien 
says, adding that he likes “how a contemporary 
artwork can be created solely using the visual 
language of another era”. Occasionally he tries to 
imagine what someone 100 years from now will 
use from our generation. 
As for Conversation with a mountain, he hopes 
people feel the free music of the environment, 
“that they are reminded of the fragile beauty of 
nature, and that one day it is on the cards we will 
all dance in the stars”.

Back to contents
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“If we get it right,” Dulcie Smart says, “it will be 
a spellbinding experience for the audience.” 
The standout New Zealand actor, back in the 
country after more than 30 years in Berlin, is 
talking about The Sound Inside from Pulitzer 
Prize finalist playwright Adam Rapp. After searing 
through Broadway, where it earned six Tony Award 
nominations, Melbourne Fringe, and Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe, the gripping yet delicate tale will have 
its New Zealand premiere at Circa Theatre. Here, 
it will be brought to life by a world-class team of 
designers, actors, and visionary director Stella Reid 
from the 5th of July to the 2nd of August. 
Reid is drawn to the play for its visceral and lyrical 
storytelling, saying Rapp’s writing “feels like an 
Edward Hopper painting – a quiet meditation 
on solitude, capturing the many ways we isolate 
ourselves and laying bare a raw loneliness. But 
somehow these freeze-dried spaces become the 
setting of a very real connection. The unlikely 
friendship between Bella and Christopher reminds 
us of those rare moments when you find someone 
who speaks your language.”
That language has enriched her brain, says Smart, 
who plays the brilliant Ivy League writing professor 
Bella alongside Kieran Charnock as the enigmatic, 
lonely student Christopher. Calling the dialogue 
between the two characters “intelligent and poetic 
and beautiful”, she is thrilled to be working in the 
evocative world Reid and production designer Meg 
Rollandi have created to perform this “mysterious, 
multi-faceted jewel of a play”.

Magic, mind manipulation, and misdirection collide 
as Mr and Mrs Alexander condense centuries of 
circus tricks into a show like no other. Sideshows & 
Psychics is a concoction of creativity that will conjure 
curiosity in Kiwis of all ages – catch it at Wairarapa 
Events Centre on the 1st of July and Te Raukura ki 
Kāpiti Coastlands Theatre on the 5th of July and 
prepare to be amazed. 
Sideshows & Psychics was created by David 
Ladderman and Lizzie Tollemache, a magical 
married duo who have meticulously researched the 
history of 19th-century performers and the golden 
years of magic and sideshow. For their show, the pair 
don the hats of Mr and Mrs Alexander, drawing on 
the lives of real Kiwi carnival performers from the 
Victorian era. 
“In researching the roots of these forgotten carnival 
acts, we unearthed a forgotten sub-culture of 
gusty ladies, social misfits, freaks, hucksters, 
and mediums,” Lizzie says. “As part of the show, 
audiences will see Victorian magic and sideshow 
stunts, mentalism, psychic illusion, and Uri Geller-
esque metal bending. And yes, we really do all these 
things!” 
Set in 1888 with the action taking place across the 
South Island, Rollicking Entertainment’s Sideshows 
& Psychics will present circus skills and mind-
boggling tricks for a modern audience. Mr Alexander 
makes objects disappear. Mrs Alexander reads 
minds. Do the magnetic woman and the hypnotist 
have strange abilities or are they con artists? Meet 
the most notorious couple in colonial showbiz and 
find out for yourself.

As a connoisseur, purple puppet turned stand-up 
sensation Randy Feltface proclaims that the best 
part of the banana is, in fact, the skin. 
“Foods that come ready made in their own 
biodegradable packaging are far superior in my 
opinion,” he announces. 
As for his preferred method of banana 
consumption: “sideways à la corn on the cob”.
But I have to ask… why banana? 
“Because I believe that global evolution should 
have stopped at the appearance of the first 
banana,” Randy reveals. “My hat is now in the 
evolutionary biologist ring.”
The first banana appeared on Earth roughly 
10,000 years ago, after which humanity began 
its long, downward spiral according to Randy. So, 
he has an axe to grind. That is why the polymath 
puppet will find himself at Wellington’s Opera 
House on the 15th of July with his brand-new show 
FIRST BANANA. 
For an hour or so, Randy will go absolutely 
bananas, gracing audiences with a signature high-
energy existential crisis full of biting observations, 
razor-sharp crowd work, and rapid arm movements 
to provide us with some “blissful distraction from 
the terrifying reality of our crumbling existence”. 
Randy catapulted into comedy in 2005, winning 
awards, garnering critical praise, and amassing a 
devoted following across the globe in the process. 
Despite having stumbled across his career path by 
accident, he has skipped through the twists and 
turns in the road, writing and performing dozens 
of solo stand-up shows, releasing seven comedy 
specials, starring in TV shows, and playing sold-out 
seasons in London and New York. 
As for his upcoming Pōneke performance, Randy 
is – surprisingly – looking forward to “rounding 
a corner and being hit in the face by a wall of 
horizontal rain,” he beams. “Nothing makes you 
feel more alive than a Wellington winter!”

Rural England 1918. Two women struggle to run a 
small farm, yet are content and comfortable enough 
until two visitors arrive, disrupting their lives. A young 
soldier, and a fox. 
As a fierce battle of wills unfolds – human and 
animal, body and spirit – D. H. Lawrence’s The Fox 
explores the dynamics of power play when instincts 
are triggered that are as old as life itself. 
Wellington Repertory Theatre is thrilled to bring 
Dunedin playwright Keith Scott’s stage adaptation 
of The Fox to Gryphon Theatre from the 9th to the 
19th of July. As director Annabel Hensley says, 
“the attraction of a new play script is a lure for any 
director, cast, and crew”. 
When reading Scott’s script, Hensley’s first thought 
was “how well he has managed to capture the 
essence of a particularly complex set of characters 
as written in the novella, which Lawrence dashed off 
within weeks of the armistice which ended WWI in 
November 1918”. 
Hensley notes the theatrical challenge of getting 
the play from the page to the stage lies “in the 
depiction of the mores, the characteristic customs 
and conventions of English society in a very different 
time and place, over a century ago”.
Wellington Repertory Theatre’s production will 
transport audiences back in time and draw us into 
an intriguing and challenging place, at once dualistic 
and animalistic, as it explores the complexity of 
the author’s ideas on the relationship between the 
sexes. 
“Lawrence wrote explicitly about sexuality, vitality, 
and instinct,” the director continues. “His prolific 
works will always remain evocative, confronting, and 
controversial.”

Beauty and brutality 
by Madelaine Empson

Magic makers 

Go bananas by Alessia Belsito-Riera

Animal instincts

Kieran Charnock and Dulcie Smart. 
Photo by Nic Sandford.

Photo by Dylan Woodley.
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Celebrating life unscripted

Success guaranteed

New Zealand’s Oscar®-qualifying Doc Edge Festival 
celebrates two decades of life unscripted in 2025. 
Championing the power of documentary filmmaking 
to inspire, challenge, and change the world, the 20th-
anniversary programme features an unmissable and 
genre-defying lineup of 49 feature films, 29 short 
films, and 12 immersive projects. 
Spanning urgent global issues and powerful local 
voices, the festival runs from the 16th to the 27th of 
July at Roxy Cinema and from the 28th of July to the 
24th of August in the Doc Edge Virtual Cinema. 
This year’s collection sees 32 world premieres and 
20 international premieres. Categories include The 
Art of Storytelling, honouring artists who weave 
bold, beautiful tales that shape culture and spark 
imagination; Being Oneself, telling stories of identity, 
resilience, and transformation, breaking barriers 
and healing; and The Edge of Impact, spotlighting 
stories where identity, environment, politics, and 
tradition collide. Facing the Edge features stories 
where trauma, conflict, and loss meet courage; 
In Truth We Trust showcases gripping stories that 
demand justice, transparency, and accountability; 
Tides of Change flow through water to shape identity, 
struggle, and transformation; and International 
Shorts includes global stories in small packages 
while New Zealand Shorts focuses on homegrown 
voices. 
Raw and resonant, Doc Edge Festival spotlights 
community, resilience, and the power of human 
connection to celebrate its 20-year legacy of fearless 
storytelling.

When it comes to live events, there’s no room 
for errors. At Congress Rental New Zealand, we 
understand the importance of getting it right 
from start to finish. Our team delivers reliable 
interpretation and audio-visual solutions designed 
to meet the needs of your event, no matter the 
scale or complexity.
Managing director Liam Ennis brings 15 years 
of hands-on experience in live sound and 
interpretation technology. Leading the Congress 
Rental team, he focuses on practical, well-executed 
solutions that support clear communication across 
multiple languages and formats. Every technician 
on the team is trained and certified by Bosch to 
an expert level, ensuring the systems we use are 
installed and operated with precision and care.
With over 20 years of company experience behind 
us internationally, Congress Rental has earned a 
trusted place in the New Zealand events industry. 
Our services include simultaneous interpretation, 
push-to-talk microphones, remote interpretation, 
tour guide systems, audience response, hearing 
loop systems, silent conferencing, and live 
streaming.
We work alongside your preferred AV and interpreter 
partners, coordinating directly with venue and 
onsite teams to manage logistics, including 
delivery, setup, operation, and pack-out. Whether 
you’re planning a major conference, a government 
meeting, or a multilingual seminar, we’re here to 
help it run smoothly.
Find out more and get in touch at  
www.congressrental.nz

Still from Wildboy by Toby Schmutzler.

a specialist provider of audio-visual solutions 
to enhance communication at single 

& multi language meetings and events.
NNZZ

simultaneous 
interpretation 

systems

push to talk
conferencing
microphones

audience 
response

voting

one & two way 
tour guide 

systems

remote & hybrid 
interpretation

streaming

automated
conferencing 

cameras

whisper systems
for adaptive 

interpretation

hearing 
assistance
solutions

online & hybrid 
event production

streaming

bespoke 
audio visual 

solutions

sign language
interpretation
technology

silent 
conferencing

systems

"we account for every detail, no matter how 
small, and leave nothing to chance."

sales@congressrental.nz
www.congressrental.nz

Contact Us Today!

https://www.congressrental.nz
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The World’s Quickest Makeover
After being closed for the last few months due to a fire, we have reopened with a 

fresh new look, new stock, and we are excited to see you!

Shalari Boutique Lingerie

Shalari Boutique Lingerie & Swimwear at 104 Main Street, Greytown. Open seven days.  
Phone: 06 304 7170. Email: shop@shalari.co.nz. Website: www.shalari.co.nz.

Fitting 
Specialists

Tina Dunlop, proprietor of Shalari for nearly twenty years, wants to remind us all that we 
should never comprise on making sure we are purchasing lingerie that suits us best. 

Bras are the backbone of Shalari’s expertise. Not all bras are created equal, and not all 
do the job for which they are intended. At Shalari their ranges are based on more than 
a century of European corsetry - a profession that combines the art of looking good and 
the science of fitting well. 

“We have a fabulous team of fitters at Shalari. Every woman, no matter what is 
happening with her body, will leave our store with what she needs to achieve the best 
results. Lingerie was invented to support, protect, and secure the breast on whatever body 
structure it is attached to. With this accuracy, you will find where the beauty really is.”  

Tina’s has passion for comfortable, fitting lingerie and when a match is made correctly 
each lady feels like a new woman.  Her products are designed specifically, but are also 

gorgeous with choices in fabulous colors, elegant lacework and intricate embroidery. 
New collections arrive constantly throughout the year. 

Shalari also stocks quality Italian made cotton, cashmere/modal, micro wool and wool 
/ silk (the EGI collection) They can keep you warm with long sleeved options as well as 
tank tops and camisole tops. 

But if you want to get a headstart on summer, or if you’re about to take a trip to 
somewhere much warmer, Tina has a great range of supportive swimwear in store. 
There’s also a variety of underwear from briefs to shorts, and gorgeous chemises to 
choose from.

“Do the right thing by yourself,” Tina tells us. “The right lingerie will improve your girl 
power and loving yourself is important through all the stages of change women go 
through. We deserve to feel great!”

SHALARI – Its what’s underneath that matters!

https://www.shalari.co.nz
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Wairarapa women 
in business

Back to contents

Capturing you

Seize the future

Your wedding day is about you and your partner – a 
moment to celebrate your love and the life you are 
building together. It should feel natural, personal, 
and undeniably yours.
August & Vine is an elopement company and 
wedding photography service in Wairarapa founded 
and run by Sam Cameron – the only provider in the 
region offering all-inclusive, tailor-made elopement 
experiences. With a background in photography and 
event management, Sam brings a rare combination 
of creative vision and logistical expertise to every 
celebration.
Elopements are at the heart of August & Vine. 
Created with care, each experience is customised 
to reflect your style, values, and sense of adventure. 
Whether it’s a vineyard escape or a mountain-top 
ceremony by helicopter, your day will be thoughtfully 
planned from start to finish – including stunning 
accommodation, private ceremony spots, and 
curated details unique to you.
Sam’s photography style is relaxed and intuitive, 
focusing on real connection. She blends candid 
moments with gentle direction to create timeless 
images full of emotion and meaning.
“I quietly observe the moments that naturally unfold, 
but also know when to give guidance to help you feel 
comfortable and create something truly beautiful,” 
says Sam. “The goal is to give you photographs that 
feel as good as they look.”
You’re not just booking a package; you’re choosing 
someone who understands your vision and helps 
bring it to life. August & Vine is with you every step of 
the way.

Gay Rutherford can help you go from fatigued to 
fulfilled with Tired to Thriving – a tailored lifestyle 
programme that helps you feel like you again. 
Now a certified and registered Health Coaches 
Australia and New Zealand Association (HCANZA) 
health and wellness coach, Gay has over 40 years of 
training in holistic health from Christchurch College 
of Natural Medicine, PREKURE, Food Revolution 
Network, American College of Lifestyle Medicine, 
and more. She also has experience with Chinese 
medicine and acupuncture, aromatherapy, and 
massage. As a health coach she can help support 
your wellbeing but always recommends seeing a 
doctor for medical issues. 
Her journey to where she is today was deeply 
personal. After two near-death experiences 
concerning her brain and her heart, she turned 
her lifestyle around and became passionate about 
helping other women avoid unrecognised signs that 
often precede health crises. 
Gay is dedicated to helping clients connect with their 
intuitive nature to achieve total body wellness. Her 
personalised programmes guide women to reclaim 
their calm, rebuild their energy, and create a life 
led by empowered confidence. She believes in a 
life not dictated by merely fixing symptoms but by 
transforming the relationship with your heart while 
preserving health for the long term. 
With Tired to Thriving, Gay helps clients own their 
heart, own their health, and own their future. Get in 
touch about taking the first step to a healthier and 
happier future. 

ALL-INCLUSIVE WAIRARAPA ELOPEMENTS
WHERE LOVE MEETS LANDSCAPE

For those who love to take their own path
From glistening rivers to soaring mountains and rugged 
coastline, you’ll be spoilt for choice in the Wairarapa with 
boutique vineyards, luxury homesteads, and secluded gems 
throughout the region.

Better yet? With expert local knowledge, you can rely on 
August & Vine to bring your dream elopement to life – 
seamlessly and uniquely yours. “You’re not running away – 
you’re just choosing a different kind of beautiful.”

•	 BESPOKE ELOPEMENTS

•	 WAIRARAPA  
HELI-ELOPEMENTS

•	 EXCLUSIVE PROPERTIES 
INCLUDING ROTOTAWAI, 
WHITIMANUKA &  
TARUREKA ESTATE

www.augustandvine.co.nz

Lifestyle & Residential
25+ years experience

List and Sell with Sold On Jude & Bill

Ray White Leaders Masterton REAA 2008

Jude Clark
027 611 9199 
jude.clark@raywhite.com

Bill McLinden
021 262 4519 
bill.mclinden@raywhite.com

Tired to  
Thriving
Gay Rutherford offers: 
Free 1/2 hr Energy Breakthrough sessions 
3-6 month Personalised Programs 
Webinars, Workshops, Group/Corporate Speaking

E gay@tiredtothriving.co.nz M (+64) 21 617 765 | www.tiredtothriving.co.nz

linkedin.com/company/tiredtothriving 
facebook.com/gayrutherfordnz 
instagram.com/tiredtothrivingnz

https://www.augustandvine.co.nz
https://www.hue.nz
https://www.tiredtothriving.co.nz
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Proudly bringing extraordinary Thai cuisine to the NZ capital since 2008.

wellington.thaichef.co.nz | 04 385 4535 | Floor G, 1 Blair St, Wellington

Authentic Japanese cuisine with a 
true Fujiyama experience

36 Taranaki Street, Wellington
Ph 04 801 8699 | Open 5pm-10pm Wed-Mon

www.fujiyama-teppanyaki.co.nz

We cook humble italian food in a family environment 
and take you on a culinary journey to italy.

167 Riddiford Street, Newtown, Wellington
04 210 1404 | info@ciciocacio.co.nz | www.ciciocacio.co.nz

Cozy restaurant bringing authentic 
Vietnamese experience for your taste 

buds, served by our friendly staff.

146 Featherston Street, Wellington
04 974 8883 | www.lesaigon.co.nz

Gift vouchers available

Le CielLe Ciel
BakeryBakery

Handmade with love

Freshly baked daily 

100 Tory street and 110 Featherston street

Mention this article to get a 15%

Discount on your purchase

Bringing  
the first 
Sichuan  

Malatang  
to Wellington!

11 Holland Street, Te Aro, Wellington  
Open 7 days: 11:30am - 10pm 

04 385 2520

Your leading local supplier of 
disposable food containers & 
eco-friendlY food packaging

     wellington | kapiti 

palmerston north | wairarapa

04 213 8295 
www.rpak.co.nz  

136 Gracefield Rd, Gracefield, Lower Hutt

Authentic taste of South Africa  
with NZ’s best produce & service

Open 7 days Mon-Tues: 5pm-late, Wed-Sun: 11:30am-late
45-47 Princess Street, Palmerston North | Ph 06 358 7775 | www.littlesavanna.co.nz

Sushi may have come to mind first but it is curry 
rice that is most popular and beloved in Japan. 
Along with the sauce, a wide variety of vegetables 
and meats are used to make this tasty dish. 

Pad Thai is Thailand’s national dish. It can be 
made in many different ways from a base of rice 
noodles sautéed together with eggs, tofu or meat, 
garlic, chili pepper, and shallots, flavoured with 
lime, peanuts, and bean sprouts.

Vietnam is filled with rich and robust flavours. The 
national dishes are phở and bánh mì. Phở is made 
with stock, rice noodles, meat, veggies, and herbs. 
Bánh mì is a type of baguette sandwich filled with 
meat, veggies, herbs, and sauces. 

One of the most iconic Chinese dishes is Peking 
duck, which dates back over 1000 years. First 
marinated with spices before being hung up to dry, 
the duck is roasted until it turns a glossy brown, 
the skin crispy and the meat succulent. 

Thought to have been brought to South Africa by 
Asian settlers, babotie is the country’s national 
dish. However, we can’t mention South African 
cuisine without including the beloved boerewors 
sausages and the jerky-like dried meat, biltong. 

Many would say New Zealand’s iconic dishes are 
meat pies and fish and chips. Our hearty beef 
is some of the finest, while our dairy is rich and 
creamy. Fish is caught fresh before being dunked 
straight in the fryer with homegrown potatoes. 

Each region in Italy has its own unique cuisine. 
Pizza and pasta come to mind first, as do gelato, 
tiramisu, parmigiano, prosciutto, and lasagne, but 
many consider the national dish to be the simple 
yet flavourful ragù alla Bolognese. 

With many distinct regions, it’s hard to pin down 
a national dish for France. Pot au feu, a slowly 
simmered meat and vegetable meal, is often 
considered it, but we can’t forget other iconic foods 
like croissants or escargot. 

Back to contents

https://www.ciciocacio.co.nz
https://www.littlesavanna.co.nz
https://www.lesaigon.co.nz
https://www.fujiyama-teppanyaki.co.nz
https://www.yumjar.co.nz
https://www.rpak.co.nz
https://www.wellington.thaichef.co.nz
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Close-up

Back to contents

by Madelaine Empson

Disco will never die

Debora McLane’s mother, Lesley Evans, is the only 
sister of Barry, Robin, Maurice, and Andy… Gibb! 
Growing up as the niece of the Bee Gees, vocalist 
Debora is proud of her family’s legacy and excited 
to be travelling to Aotearoa for the very first time as 
a special guest performer in Best of the Bee Gees. 
This stage spectacular has 26 years of rave reviews 
under its sequin-studded belt, plus endorsements 
from members of the Gibb family and original Bee 
Gees musicians. In its debut New Zealand tour, it 
will turn The Opera House into a Disco Inferno on 
the 16th of August. Accompanied by the legendary 
George Ellis Orchestra in Wellington, Best of the 
Bee Gees celebrates nearly 50 years of the 1977, 
GRAMMY®-winning soundtrack album Saturday 
Night Fever. 
I caught up with Debora to do some Jive Talkin’ 
about the show, her musical collaboration Cousins 
Gibb, and all things Bee Gees!
What was it was like to grow up immersed in 
music and surrounded by the Gibb family? 
Very normal! Everyone is quite disappointed to learn 
that [laughs]. It wasn’t until early teens that we 
realised just how big they were. Outside of that, my 
mum and dad raised us in Australia. The rest of the 
family moved overseas, so they would come here, 
or we would go there. Our family times were always 
very, very precious, because they were few and far 
between. Every time we were together was always 
beautiful and amazing. We were always in tears 
when we were leaving.
We kept it very low key for a very normal life and 
didn’t really broadcast that we were related. In 
saying that, it was a thrill to watch their success 
and just to see the craziness that goes on around 
it. Whenever they put out a song, it would go to 
number one straight away. It was always a chart-
topper. And knowing how hard they worked. They 
did work extremely hard from a very early age, as 
everyone knows. It didn’t just come easily to them. 
We always acknowledge that. 
Was it a conscious choice to not broadcast that 
you were related? 
It was. People found out, and then from there, they 
looked at you differently. You know your genuine 
friends, because they know you for you and not 
for all the fuss that goes on behind the scenes. I 
think just to keep school normal, keep everything 
normal – growing up, teenage years, work life. 
In music, I didn’t [tell people]. I worked with one 
show for seven years before any of them knew the 
family background. Someone asked me one day, ‘Is 
anyone in your family musical?’ I said, ‘Yeah,’ and 
they were like, ‘Oh, do tell.’ So I told [laughs]. They 
all just looked at me and went, ‘What? What? Why 
didn’t you tell us?’ I said, ‘No one asked!’
Was music your expected career trajectory?  
My family never expected it, and they kept it very, 
very real. My father always said, ‘I know you’ll do 
something musically throughout your life, but always 
have your education and have a career behind you, 
because one day you’re in, the next day you’re out, 
and you just never know which way it’s going to go.’ 
Success doesn’t last forever, and not everyone can 
be successful. Especially coming from a family of 
– I mean, they’re mega stars. You don’t get much 
bigger than them, or you can’t. When people do 
know, in the music industry, there’s all of a sudden 
this level of expectation. My family told me that. 
They said, ‘You’ll always be measured. You’ll always 
be judged. You may lose your identity.’ And that 
is so true. So growing up, I did know I was going 
to do something musical, but at the same time, I 
got my education as well. I have that balance now, 
and the people that I work for now are very, very 
supportive of what I do and encourage it every step 
of the way. They treat singing like my professional 
hobby. I get support everywhere, and I always have 
done throughout my work life – even before people 
knew the family connection. So, I’ve had it all! Well, I 
haven’t had success, but I haven’t chased success. 
I always thought you were successful if you got paid 
for work, for singing. To me, that’s success.  
How did you come to be involved with Best of the 
Bee Gees? 
The Cousins Gibb came about [first]. Nick had been 
looking for his father for about 10 years. He found 
out by DNA who his father was, and it was Maurice. 
Maurice’s son, Adam, actually put up his DNA, and 
they were a perfect match. That cemented it. He 
matched many of us in the family as well, so there’s 
no doubting it. We found Nick about six years ago, 
and Nick and I connected: we had so much in 
common that we got talking and said we should 
do something together. As a joke, he said, ‘Just do 
some cover songs, Deb, I’d love to hear you sing 
Immortality.’ I did it. I hated it. I hated my version 
of it. I’m very critical of myself. But he loved it – he 
cried! On my birthday, he shared it, just as a joke 
to wind me up. I could have killed him! But it got 
beautiful responses, which was lovely. And then 
Evan [Webster, producer and creator of Best of the 
Bee Gees, who performs as Barry Gibb] reached 
out and said, ‘Hey, can you come and do a guest 
appearance at our 25th anniversary show at The 
Star casino on the Gold Coast?’ I was like, ‘Wow, 
I’m really flattered. Yeah, absolutely.’ He said, ‘We 
want you to sing Immortality!’ I went, ‘Ohhh [laughs]. 
Okay, I’ll do it!’ The relationship with Best of the Bee 
Gees formed from there, and I’m still doing stuff 
with Nick (we’re recording at the moment). This 
was all like, my ‘coming out’ as a Bee Gees relative. 
Before, I was kind of hiding from that, because I 
wanted my own identity. Now I’m just so proud of the 
music and the legacy they’ve left, and I just want to 
share it. If I can be a part of that, I will. 
Can you please tell me about the first time you 
saw Best of the Bee Gees? 
They gave me goosebumps! I actually rang my mom 
and said, ‘You need to see this band. They have 
nailed it, even down to their mannerisms on stage. 
It’s so good!’ So I took Mum to a show. They were 
thrilled to meet Mum, and she absolutely loved 
it. She endorsed it. The rest of the family heard 
about it, and have all watched bits and pieces, and 
everyone loves what they’re doing. I feel flattered 
that I’m a part of this. When I’m on stage with them, 
when they’re doing backing vocals behind me, it’s 
chilling. It really is. It’s quite haunting, because it 
feels like I’ve got my uncles standing behind me. 
I never had that – I’ve never experienced that on 
a stage – so it’s quite weird to explain, but it’s 
beautiful.
What do you think has been key to the show’s 
success? 
They’re perfectionists. If it’s not right, they won’t do 
it. It’s as simple as that. The amount of rehearsal 
time that they put into it as well: we do the whole 
show for every sound check. And they’re so in sync 
with each other, it’s almost like they are family. They 
read each other without even speaking, and it really, 
really shows in what they deliver. 
The first half of the show is dedicated to Saturday 
Night Fever. What do you think made this album 
both genre and era defining?  
The change. They absolutely turned the music world 
on its head, coming out with the falsetto and that 
disco. They were the first to really do it the way they 
did. They started a trend that will never, ever die. 
Disco fever, those moves! It’s just cemented. It was 
just so iconic and different, people gravitated to it 
and loved it.
If you’re going to come to the show, trust me, you 
will not be disappointed. You’ll dance, you’ll laugh, 
you’ll cry. There are so many more surprises, but I’m 
not going to say what they are!

There is a lot to consider when 
choosing a Financial Adviser

Let’s Work Together!

Director & Financial Adviser specialises 
in Risk Management and Investments

Robbie Schneider

Level 1, 3 Britannia Street, Petone
04 939 6748 | admin@successionfirst.co.nz

Talk to us about 
Kiwisaver and other 

investments to secure 
your future!

25+  
Y E A R S

Kapiti Landlords —  
We’ve Got You Covered! 

National award-winning service

Contact us today – 04 904 4444 
watsonintegrity.co.nz

  Full property management service

  Transparent all inclusive fees

  Local knowledge 

  Based right here in Kapiti

Open: Monday-Friday 11.30am until late
Weekends 10am until late
Reservations: Book your table now to avoid 
disappointment, or order online for pick-up or delivery
Contact us
 159 Kapiti Road, Paraparaumu     04 298 7277
@@ ciao@passo.nz | www.passo.nz

https://www.watsonintegrity.co.nz
https://www.passo.nz


12

Buy – build – renovate
Love where you live

Experience meets excellence

Wellington-based architectural firm Click Architects 
works with clients across the motu to create spaces 
that are a unique reflection of who they are and how 
they want to live their lives. The team understands 
your home is an asset, but also knows it’s much 
more than that.
Contemporary designs with joyful interior spaces 
that relate to a carefully curated exterior are Click 
Architects’ specialty. 
Every home we design is a one-off – shaped by 
your ideas and brought to life with our years of 
experience. We’re here to create something with 
clean lines and timeless proportions that you’ll love 
now and for years to come. Our job is to give you the 
confidence to be bold, trust your instincts, and build 
something that feels truly yours.
Renovating your home is about striking the right 
balance: celebrating a new moment in time while 
making reference to what has come before. We’ll 
deliver a light-filled, energy-efficient, and lifestyle-
oriented end result – a beautiful ‘new-old’ house you 
will love coming home to.
Converting a shop, building a garden studio, adding a 
small house for a dependant relative, or creating an 
apartment above your garage are just some of the 
ways you can adapt your property to your changing 
needs. We love these kinds of projects and crafting 
the spaces in between so that views, sun, and 
privacy are maximised and your property delivers 
more value.
Devoted to fine-grained residential  
projects of any scale, get in touch at  
www.clickarchitects.co.nz

Sitting on top of your most valuable asset to protect 
it from the elements, your roof is the crown of your 
home. It ensures you and your whānau are warm 
and dry, keeps the house safe from weather, and 
adds to its kerb appeal. Whether you need to fix 
up your current roof or are in the market for a new 
one, Midnite Roofing provides expert solutions that 
stand the test of time.
With years of experience under their toolbelts, 
the Midnite Roofing team prioritise attention to 
detail and teamwork to provide a high-quality 
roofing solution that goes above and beyond. 
The crew of experienced roofers and apprentices 
keep their finger on the pulse of new techniques 
and methods, ensuring their approach strikes the 
perfect balance between innovation and tradition. 
Midnite Roofing offers a range of colours, 
materials, and styles of roofs to suit all types of 
homes. Whether you’re restoring a heritage cottage 
to make its quirky character shine or you’re building 
your modern dream home from the ground up, they 
work with you and your builders to deliver a project 
that will both enhance and protect your home. 
From concept to completion, the Midnite Roofing 
team think outside the box to exceed your 
expectations and keep your home safe. Whether 
you’re in the market for repairs or replacements, 
installation or maintenance, Midnite Roofing 
completes every project to the highest standard.  
Find out more and get in touch with the team at 
www.midniteroofing.co.nz

Double glazing powered by uPVC joinery
Free measure and quote!   04 974 8930

We 
have moved 

to Lower Hutt!

www.ecowindows.nz | sales@ecowindows.nz | Showroom at 405 Hutt Road, Alicetown

Now Wellington agent for Santa Fe Shutters

sales@justblinds.co.nz | Tel 04 472 9920 | www.justblinds.co.nz
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-4.30pm, Sat 10am-2pm 

Custom made 
Wellington Blinds

FREE 
measure 

and quote!

Exciting new fabrics • Wide range of blinds • Colour 
consultancy • Installation - Repairs •3 year guarantee
Showroom: 405 Hutt Road, Alicetown

We have

moved to 

Lower Hutt!

We understand that 
your home is your 
major asset, but also 
that it means so much 
more than that to you. 
It’s the place where 
friends gather and 
family visit. It’s where 
the rituals of everyday 
life are played out.

www.clickarchitects.co.nz | 022 350 8505 | cwalker@clickarchitects.co.nz

OUR REROOFING SPECIALISTS CAN GIVE YOUR WELLINGTON HOME A NEW LOOK AND ADDED PROTECTION

Residential and commercial new roofs, roof recladding and 
roof replacement specialists in the Greater Wellington Region

Based in Lower Hutt, we work with customers 
across the Wellington region.

11 Sydney St, Petone, Lower Hutt | www.midniteroofing.co.nz | 0800 MID NITE (0800 643 6483)

PROFESSIONAL METAL TILE OR LONG RUN ROOFING INSTALLATION

A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL ROOFING TEAM USING THEIR 
EXPERIENCE TO PROVIDE RESULTS YOU CAN TRUST

Back to contents

https://www.midniteroofing.co.nz
https://www.clickarchitects.co.nz
https://www.ecowindows.nz
https://www.justblinds.co.nz
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Kapiti lifestyle
Dream makers

Maximise potential

Back to contents

Boasting over 40 kilometres of unspoilt beaches, 
a warm microclimate, and a wonderful community, 
the Kapiti Coast is considered one of New 
Zealand’s best-kept secrets. With sun, sand, 
superb real estate, and speedy commutes by car or 
train, so many young people, families, and retirees 
call one of the coastal towns home.
Local Coasties or out-of-towners looking to buy 
will be thrilled to know that Tommy’s Kapiti can 
help you find your dream beachfront bungalow 
overlooking the sea, your picturesque lifestyle block 
nestled into the emerald foothills, or your sun-
facing heritage cottage smack dab in the heart of 
town. 
The passionate team of Tommy’s real estate agents 
are driven by a desire to help both newcomers and 
locals find their home in this slice of paradise. With 
in-depth knowledge of the whole district, excellent 
negotiation skills, and a genuine love for their 
profession and the place they call home, you’re 
guaranteed to find your dream come true with the 
Tommy’s team. 
If you’re selling, Tommy’s Kapiti can take the lead 
from start to finish, helping make the process as 
stress free as possible. Their excellent knowledge 
of the market will help you get a great price for your 
property. 
As Wellington’s most-awarded agency, Tommy’s 
Kapiti is the place to go for buying and selling from 
Paekākāriki to Ōtaki and everywhere in between.  
Find out more and get in touch at  
www.tommys.co.nz

When the Kapiti Hardscaping team walk into an 
outdoor space, they see the hidden potential it 
holds. With their technical expertise and creative 
vision, they can bring your ideas to life, studying 
the property’s unique features to craft a space that 
exceeds expectations and goes beyond what you 
imagined. 
Since opening up shop in 2019, they have worked 
with over 200 clients along the Kapiti Coast, 
transforming 8200 square metres of outdoor 
spaces in the process. From concept to completion, 
they maintain clear communication and meticulous 
attention to detail, putting their 75-plus years of 
combined experience to good work in order to 
enhance your property’s beauty and functionality 
and improve your lifestyle. 
Kapiti Hardscaping deliver premium craftsmanship 
and bespoke solutions for residential and 
commercial properties across a range of services. 
From landscape design to arborist and tree 
management, retaining walls to fences and decks, 
plus any and all of your hardscaping needs, the 
team can help you maximise your space’s potential. 
The crew keeps their core values front of mind 
to deliver a personalised experience that goes 
above and beyond. Innovative, reliable, community 
focused, transparent, and environmentally 
responsible, their craftsmanship reflects their 
commitment to excellence, ensuring every project is 
beautiful, practical, and can be enjoyed for years to 
come. 
Find out more and book a free quote at  
www.khhs.co.nz

Explore Kāpiti’s Coastal 
Landscape and Village 

Atmosphere

345 Kapiti Road, Paraparaumu Beach | 04 904 5560 | www.tommys.co.nz

Euon Murrell 
027 445 8191

Bretta Jarden 
027 231 7310

Lakesh Kumar 
021 728 187

Chris Packer 
027 577 8874

Rose Hu 
027 570 5423

Steve Manson 
027 663 4994

Jill Lampitt 
027 247 7769

Transforming Ordinary 
into Extraordinary

Site Preparation & 
Earthworks 
With professional 
excavation, drainage 
solutions, and terrain 
management

Custom Decking 
Personalised outdoor 
living spaces tailored 
to your property’s 
unique features and 
your lifestyle needs.

www.khhs.co.nz | 027 566 5687 | hadyn@khhs.co.nz

Transform your outdoor space with Kapiti Hardscaping, your trusted 
landscaper in Kapiti for premium landscape gardening. Specialising 
in Retaining Walls, Fencing, Decking, Patios and outdoor living areas 

throughout the Kapiti Coast. Our highly skilled team deliver exceptional 
outdoor solutions that maximise your property’s potential.

Retaining Walls 
Create usable flat areas 
on sloped properties 
while preventing 
erosion and adding 
structural elegance.

Hard Landscaping 
Transform outdoor 
spaces with durable 
elements like retaining 
walls, paving, and 
custom structures.

Landscape Design 
Blends creativity with 
practical solutions to 
create outdoor spaces 
that reflect your unique 
style and needs.

Fencing Expert 
Quality fencing 
provides security, 
privacy, and aesthetic 
enhancement to your 
outdoor space.

“I want to thank you for the miracle you have worked on behalf of 
Kylie and myself with 114 Greenwood Blvd. Tremendous effort with 

a fantastic outcome. You have sincerely changed our lives with 
allowing this opportunity to come to reality and we want you to 
know that we really appreciate all that you have done. Neither of 

us thought we had a chance of this happening, ... and it still hasn’t 
sunk in ... Quite exhilarating! So, A BIG THANK YOU! Hopefully we 
will have a chance to catch up in the near future ... maybe at the 

house warming.” - Mike Fuller, Prowess Trade Management

www.stevethomsonmartgages.co.nz

YOUR MORTGAGE SPECIALIST

CALL 027 486 2328

CLIENT TESTIMONIALS
“Steve was a wonderful help with getting 

our 1st home loan. He helped simplify 
everything and made it such an easy 
process. We weren’t even sure if we 

would get a home loan but Steve not only 
helped us get one, he got us a great deal 

with the bank too.”

8 Margaret Road, Raumati Beach
128 Rimu Road, Paraparaumu

laficelle.co.nz      laficellebakery

La Ficelle, your local 
French Bakery in Kapiti

https://www.tommys.co.nz
https://www.laficelle.co.nz
https://www.khhs.co.nz
https://www.stevethomsonmortgages.co.nz
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News
Beneath the shiny surface

The Last Journey

Love a good period drama that doubles as a 
complex, sometimes unsettling character study? 
Stagecraft’s production of Ruth and Augustus 
Goetz’s gritty The Heiress, based on Henry James’ 
Washington Square, explores wealth and power, 
oppression and control, love and lies at Gryphon 
Theatre from the 18th to the 28th of June. 
1840s Manhattan, New York. The shy, awkward 
Catherine (Aimée Sullivan) catches the attention 
of the handsome, ambitious yet penniless Morris 
Townsend (James Kiesel). Her father (Phil Peleton), 
a cynical, widowed physician, is convinced the 
young man’s motives are nought but mercenary and 
threatens to disinherit her. 
Directed by Meredith Dooley, The Heiress reunites 
Aimée and Phil in what is, remarkably, not their first 
time playing a clashing daughter and father! But 
with their characters not interacting as much in A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, Sullivan says sharing 
more intricate scenes with Phil this time around is a 
dream come true. 
“I think the thing about playing characters with a 
difficult relationship is that you can’t do it very well 
unless you completely trust your scene partner, so 
when I saw Phil’s name on the cast sheet, I knew I 
was in safe hands.”
Phil echoes this sentiment, saying that Aimée is a 
terrific actor and sharing her excitement at starring 
in The Heiress. 
“Henry James has this wonderful subtle-yet-biting 
satirical view of that period of New York high 
society”, he says, “the shiny surface and the ugly 
human motivations underneath.”

Pusskin the cat has always lived with his favourite 
human: 11-year-old Lottie. The bond between them 
is unbreakable, or so they both thought…
When cats are made the scapegoats of the 
depleting bird population, Pusskin sets off on a 
journey with his cat friends that takes them to a 
faraway hidden island. As Lottie tries to bring him 
home, she soon comes to realise that for Pusskin 
to have any chance of survival, she’ll have to let 
him go. Could this be their final goodbye? 
Described as one of the most special adventures 
she has ever written and as a real heartbreaker by 
author Stacy Gregg (Ngāti Mahuta, Ngāti Pūkeko, 
Ngāti Maru Hauraki), The Last Journey is the 
newest book from the internationally bestselling 
children and young adult writer. And it was 
inspired by her real-life kitten Alexander Pusskin’s 
adventures in their new neighbourhood following 
the aftermath of Auckland’s 2023 floods.  
Watching from her window, she “thought about the 
secret lives these cats”, she says. “At the same 
time I was also having larger existential thoughts 
about what it means to lose everything and how, 
in being forced to turn your life upside down, 
sometimes you can find inner reserves of strength 
that you never knew you possessed as a new and 
unexpected journey presents itself and you have no 
choice but to take it.”
Come along to The Children’s Bookshop in Kilbirnie 
at 5:30pm on the 9th and 10am on the 10th of July 
to meet Gregg at a mini-fest of children’s literature.

Photo by Carolyn Haslett.

All your worries will pass  
away good bye.  
Say set timer battery. He check 3hr p day. 
If this tip helps peace of mind anxiety. You 
are every 10th person-name JJ TT. please 
generous consider wellgt city mish oxford 
tce, basinres. Poverty anti democy. 10 per 
year. Thank mother Dons done waiting 
McDonald 2-coming coun mayor 8 times. 
Horror communication coys. Logfxs. Fx-
sans Donald calendar. Succint nohppns 
subj line. Specific timely use knwldg. no 
care. Rich pay. Smart age. Tx0277 845 900. 
Einstein hawking oeis.org **. Star gliese 
163. Observy. 17.jun.’25x Authorised by 
Dons done waiting McDonald 16.181 
DaniellSt, Newtown 6021 Wellingtnz

TASMANIA
22 February - 8 March 2026

Join us on a guided tour showcasing the best of
Tasmania. Discover the fascinating history & heritage,
stunning landscapes and unique flora & fauna.

Discover

Phone: 0800 999 887
Email:  bookings@twilighttravel.co.nz
www.twilighttravel.co.nz

CONTACT US

DOES YOUR TV RECEPTION  
GIVE YOU A HEADACHE?

Get your TV reception problems fixed by our experts 
to ensure you have the best possible picture 
available using our professional test equipment.

• WE COVER THE GREATER WELLINGTON AREA
Wellington, Porirua, Hutt Valley and Kapiti areas. 
We have over 10 vans on the road.

• FREEVIEW DIGITAL/SATELLITE TV
We can provide you with local and around the 
world television and radio stations with no 
monthly charges.

• TV WALL MOUNTING AND SET UP
Not only do we provide a full warranty, but we 
also guarantee that you will be satisfied with the 
results!

www.aerialmasterwellington.co.nz
PHONE 499 5353

We provide a full range of funeral facilities and 
amenities for our community with locations in 

Wellington, Karori and Johnsonville

How can we help?

Caring for you and your family in your time of need

www.lychgate.co.nz | Ph: (04) 385 0745

https://www.twilighttravel.co.nz
https://www.aerialmasterwellington.co.nz
https://www.lychgate.co.nz
https://www.circa.co.nz
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Book reviews
Without Fear or Favour:  
A Life in Law 

Written by Kenneth Keith 
Te Herenga Waka University Press 
Reviewed by Kerry Lee

Everything She Wanted 

Written by Martinette Williams 
Sweeping Statements Press 
Reviewed by Jo Lucre

The Chthonic Cycle 
Written by Una Cruickshank 
Te Herenga Waka University Press 
Reviewed by Margaret Austin

Hope Floats 
Written by Rebekah Burgess 
Rebekah Burgess 
Reviewed by Margaret Austin

From the mind of actor, comedian, and singer 
Alexander Armstrong comes Evenfall: The Golden 
Linnet, a story about Sam, a 13-year-old who finds 
himself thrust into a world of powerful magic and 
an adventure that will change his life forever.
If that seems a bit overblown, it is because Sam’s 
world is crazy, full of secret societies and Bond-
style villains who want to control the world. For a 
book that is not very long, it packs one heck of 
a punch and leaves me on the edge of my seat 
wanting more.
Armstrong’s writing is on point, bringing the 
characters to life and at the same time making 
me care about them. Their world is fresh and the 
villains that Sam finds himself up against come 
across as plausible threats that even frighten 
me a little. Strangely enough, while I enjoy all the 
characters, the bad guys grab my attention the 
most. The two antagonists seem to have a genuine, 
dare I say loving connection. While I will not spoil 
anything here, for me, their relationship rises 
above the stereotypical ones I’ve come to expect. 
It’s refreshing, unexpected, and fun.
Unlike so many other reads that take an age to 
get to their juicier plot points, it is not long before 
Sam is on the run and discovering powers he 
never knew he had. Evenfall: The Golden Linnet is 
a thrilling adventure, and the buildup to the final 
confrontation is well worth the time I invested in 
the book. 
Don’t be put off or fooled by the fact that the novel 
is aimed at young adults aged from nine to 12: 
the writing is clever, intelligent, and I suspect will 
engage audiences of all ages. The bottom line 
is if you see this and want to enjoy a brand-new 
adventure, pick it up. For me, Evenfall: The Golden 
Linnet is the highlight so far of 2025 and I can’t 
wait for more (if more’s coming).

In Everything She Wanted, the opposite of the title 
turns out to be true. The ex-‘boyfriend’ of the past 
became everything author Martinette Williams didn’t 
want. In her debut novel, she carefully unfolds what 
feels like a time capsule from a period of her life 
that until this book, she had been yet to put to bed. 
Inspired by her own journals and songs written 10 
years prior, Williams has created characters based 
on her real-life story.
Everything She Wanted centres on Madeline and 
the intoxicating pull of Daniel, a twenty-something 
musician that she is undeniably drawn to time and 
time again. Despite being pushed and pulled like a 
puppet on a string, she’s the underdog in a carefully 
engineered sport where one minute she’s a friend, 
the next an all-out friend with benefits, a pseudo 
girlfriend, a ‘pretty girl’, a close confidante, the next 
a nobody. Michael, Daniel’s best friend, finds himself 
a witness to the unhealthy relationship, wishing he 
could be with Madeline and do better.
Madeline’s journey of self-discovery recollects the 
heady, youthful feelings of passion and desire for 
relationships to be the stuff movies are made of but 
rarely ever are.  
Williams, a singer-songwriter and now published 
author, has included five songs she wrote back in 
2012, each fraught with the feelings and words 
born of riding such an emotional roller coaster. All 
her songs can be streamed online by readers on 
SoundCloud. When Daniel tells her she’s not the 
right girl for him, and never will be, Madeline pens 
the song Everything I Wanted. The first two lines 
really sum up the song and the book.
“You were everything I wanted, just sitting there. 
I couldn’t stay away – I’d follow anywhere.”
Something quirky and distinctive happens when 
a musician becomes an author and vice versa, 
opening up a whole new artistic lens. Williams offers 
a unique opportunity to take a pause from the page 
to instead listen and absorb the musicality of her 
words and the emotions deeply rooted and rendered 
throughout.
Everything She Wanted is a cathartic narrative of a 
story left untold, but one that’s weighed the heaviest.

Don’t be put off by the esoteric title of this 
remarkable collection. ‘Cycle’ is the operative 
word: each essay describes fascinating ways in 
which the present can be read in the past. We’re 
talking fossils here, dear reader. The distribution 
of ammonite fossils, for example, helps scientists 
to map previous iterations of our world, asserts 
audiovisual archivist and author Una Cruickshank.
‘Previous iterations’ have wide-ranging 
implications. I found one of the most riveting in the 
essay titled Waste. Sperm whales are under the 
microscope here – metaphorically speaking. Their 
voracious appetites involve ingesting octopus and 
squid amongst other delicacies. Trouble is the giant 
squid’s body includes indigestible parts like beak 
and eye lens. And what happens to those? If you’re 
amongst the fashionable rich whose perfume 
preference is Chanel, don’t read on! Waste indeed.
We are beholden to whales for many things: 
Cruickshank lists 20. Next time you ingest 
vitamins, use a tennis racket or a fishing rod, wear 
a corset, or open a parasol, spare a thought for the 
creature responsible for its beginnings.
A Little Spark May Yet Remain has as its opening 
sentence: “There were countless ways to die before 
your time in 18th century London”, surely a reader 
enticement. Frequent drownings gave rise to an 
exploration of various ways to revive or resuscitate 
– one of the most notable being that of the 
thwarted suicide of Mary Wollstonecraft, who went 
on to write A Vindication of the Rights of Woman. A 
little spark in that case became a big one.
Later, electricity in the form of shocks and even 
electric eels to revive the dead captured the 
imagination as well as the pockets of the wealthy. 
As a sideline, we are informed that “London 
pornographers began offering electric eel erotica”. 
Well, there’s nothing like sex to revive the spirit!
Cruickshank says she wrote the book to ward off 
“existential dread”. She may not have succeeded 
in such a lofty aim but her meticulously researched 
and idiosyncratic findings will surely offer a 
welcome respite. 

This is Rebekah Burgess’ third poetry collection. 
She is described as being “possessed by a genuine 
poetic spirit”, and reading Hope Floats, I found 
myself agreeing. “Genuine” is surely important and 
in this case signifies the sincerity of undisguised 
emotion and a welcome lack of intellectualising 
feelings and experiences. Missing is trendy social 
commentary and smart clichés about nothing in 
particular.
The first of the three sections is titled The 
opposite of love is fear. The initial poem Reduced 
is one of her most powerful. About her mother 
“screaming for her own voice”, it embodies 
not just her mother’s plight but that of others, 
especially women, at the mercy of circumstances 
beyond their control. Strawberries (should be a 
celebration) makes reference to COVID lockdowns 
and creates a metaphor memorable for its 
aptness.
In the second section, titled Peace, a lengthy poem 
commemorates Burgess’ great-grandfather Donal. 
The first two lines “The intoxication / Of a country 
life” set us up for nostalgia, wistfulness, and 
gratitude. If anything could entice us to exchange 
our urban life for a rural one, this would be it! 
Speaking of rural, we get a centrepiece of prose 
that amounts to a brief autobiography expanding 
on the writer’s thankfulness for such a life. It 
concludes, however, with regret and warnings 
of the present times and their intimations for a 
doomed future. We forgot continues the theme, 
concluding with “we must remember / what life 
was / our gains / (not social) / are damned / ill-
got.” An especially powerful photo emphasises this 
theme.
Motherhood consists of experiences and 
reflections on that theme. What a woman carries 
borders on the philosophical: “just as the one that 
made me / was always in my mother, /and the one 
that made her / was always in her mother.”
The suggestion embodied in Burgess’ title is 
where our writer is coming from. Her cover 
photo enhances it. Thankfully without anger, 
aggressiveness, or fancy language, she embroiders 
her theme with a needle blunted by gentleness and 
– well – hope.

Back to contents
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Reviews

James Judd. Photo by Miguel Alonso.

Jian Liu.

Masterworks: Mozart & 
Beethoven
Presented by  
New Zealand Symphony Orchestra 
Conducted by James Judd  
Michael Fowler Centre, 31st May 2025 
Reviewed by Tamsin Evans

Favoured Son 
Presented by Orchestra Wellington 
Conducted by Marc Taddei 
Michael Fowler Centre, 7th Jun 2025 
Reviewed by Ruth Corkill

Part of the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra’s 
annual Setting Up Camp programme, 
Masterworks will be off on a brisk tour to 
Blenheim, Nelson, Manukau City, and Kerikeri. I 
once came across the NZSO and its impressive 
logistics at Blenheim airport but hadn’t really 
thought about musical preparation. The artistic 
team must create a programme to engage 
audiences who have the luxury of attending live 
performances often, and excite those who have 
few of those opportunities. Enter Masterworks: 
Mozart & Beethoven. 
Grieg’s Peer Gynt Suite No.1 opened with the 
evocative Morning Mood. A lightness of tone was 
especially apparent in Anitra’s Dance, where 
delicate pizzicato was matched by nimble bowing.
NZSO concertmaster Vesa-Matti Leppänen’s 
performance of Mozart’s Violin Concerto No. 5 
was the evening’s highlight. As CE Marc Feldman 
told us in his well-pitched introduction, this 
concerto is from the time Mozart was starting 
to mature, aged 19. Leppänen delivered a 
calm, composed performance. His cadenzas 
were beautifully played, delicate, graceful, and 
expressive, not letting youth run away with a 
moment in the spotlight. His solo passages were 
executed thoughtfully and through the second 
and third movements we could feel him leading 
and bringing the orchestra with him much more 
than just being accompanied by them. This is 
also testament to admirable restraint on Judd’s 
part, letting the whole of the NZSO do what they 
do best.
The many layers of Briar Prastiti’s The Garden 
were atmospheric and complex. In nature ‘the 
more you look the more you see’ can also be true 
in music when ‘the more you listen the more you 
hear’.
Feldman told us Beethoven’s Sixth Symphony, 
Pastoral, was modern for its time. If you listen 
beyond the pastoral themes, you can hear a 
modernity in the Allegro, where syncopation, 
dynamics, and orchestration have a ‘Beethoven 
feel’ and contrast with the idyllic other 
movements. Every resolution to the theme is 
different (but similar) and Judd accentuated this 
with a different dynamic for each.

This concert continues Orchestra Wellington’s 
season-long exploration of the works of Dmitri 
Shostakovich, spoiling us with the Aotearoa 
premiere performance of his Symphony No. 2 
in B major, Op. 14 October. This challenging 
work epitomises a precious and precarious time 
in the composer’s career, when he was still 
the beneficiary of state support. October was 
commissioned by the Propaganda department of 
the State Music Publishing house to mark the 10th 
anniversary of the October Revolution. 
The orchestra opens with low muttering 
strings, a chaotic ferment of pregnant tension. 
Music director Marc Taddei’s command of the 
symphony’s moods and mutations is masterful, 
and the audience clings on through tempestuous, 
whirling themes and an almost sarcastic march. 
Brass shines throughout, glutting on variations 
of liminal and mocking tonalities. This crucible 
of sound is collapsed instantly by the wail of a 
factory siren, a simultaneously otherworldly and 
industrial interruption that summons the choir 
(Orpheus Choir Wellington) for the rousing and 
bizarrely banal finale. 
In the interlude that follows, our conductor 
confesses into the microphone, “Bonkers is the 
word for this music”.
This is a night of delights for the Russophiles, 
with Shostakovich set alongside his fellow 
countrymen, 19th-century greats Pyotr Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky and Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov. It’s 
smart programming – opening with the melodic 
refusals and polyphony of October allows for the 
full shock value of the work to ring out, and makes 
the lyricism of the following pieces all the more 
pleasing. 
Celebrated pianist Jian Liu joins the orchestra 
for Tchaikovsky’s Piano Concerto No. 3 in E-flat 
major, Op. 75 and delights us with his adept and 
sensitive playing. The evening closes with Rimsky-
Korsakov’s Scheherazade, a tone poem whose 
endless harmonic invention and reinvention on 
the same seductive tunes conjures the plenty of 
the Arabian Nights. Concertmaster Amalia Hall 
winds balletically through the yearning violin 
melodies, complemented by dynamic section 
soloists, including a deliciously expressive oboe. 
We leave Favoured Son stimulated, satiated, and 
eager to see where this season’s narrative takes 
us next. 

Ph (03) 226 6341
or (027) 412-2925

www.locatorbeacons.co.nz

WHAT ARE YOUR OPTIONS IN AN EMERGENCY
ARE YOU WORKING ALONE?

Farm Safe and OSH are now pushing for all farmers who work 
on their own to have a personal locator beacon in their safety kit
Available for sale/hire
Comes with a free heavy duty pouch!
Beat the price rise due to new tari	s!
Now available from 90 outlets nationwide
Free heavy duty pouch and delivery

SALE
PRICE
$530

Price at time 
of printing

SALE
PRICE
$530
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WELLINGTON HIGH WELLINGTON HIGH 
SCHOOL COMMUNITY SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
EDUCATION CENTREEDUCATION CENTRE

FREE* SATURDAY WORKSHOPS - BOOK NOW!
We are committed to offering you the very best quality of presenters and information in a range of subjects that will allow you to 
upskill, meet new people, come together in community and be exposed to contemporary knowledge. As part of our community 
kaupapa to meet your learning needs and offer something back to the people of Te Whanganui a Tara, the Wellington High School 
Community Education Centre (CEC) is offering a large number of free* Saturday workshops in 2025.

These one-day workshops are across a wide range of popular and interesting subjects, such as:

Enrol online at www.cecwellington.ac.nz 

*Free for NZ citizens and residents with ID

• Neurodiversity

• Conflict Resolution

• Memory Mastery

• NZ Laws- Know Your Legal Rights

• Small Business Management

• Negotiation Skills

• Money Psychology

• Men’s Health & Aging

• Women’s Health & Aging

• Difficult & Brave Conversations

• CV & Cover Letters

• Job Interview Techniques

• Self Defense

• Psychology

• Mindful Awareness - Positive Mental Health

https://www.cecwellington.ac.nz


18

What’s on
Wairarapa
27th Jun-26th Jul. Wairarapa Festival of Christmas: 
Various locations and times in Greytown. Join the 
mid-winter festivities as the picturesque village of 
Greytown transforms into a winter wonderland. Get 
ready for light displays, workshops, events, markets, 
parties, food, family fun, and much more at this 
Christmas carnival.

Kapiti
5th Jul. Rollicking Entertainment Presents: Kitchen 
Chaos: Te Raukura ki Kāpiti Coastlands Theatre, 
Raumati Road, Paraparaumu – 11am. Sensible 
Spray and excitable Wipe are messy magicians, and 
they’ve been invited to a surprise party. But after a 
terrible cake-squishing accident, magic is let loose 
in the kitchen.
10th-19th Jul. Maven Theatre Company Presents: 
The Ballad of Maria Marten: Te Raukura ki Kāpiti 
Coastlands Theatre, Raumati Road, Paraparaumu – 
various times. The Ballad of Maria Marten explores 
the notorious Red Barn Murder of 1827, which has 
become a part of British folklore and the subject of 
sensational gossip and grim speculation.

Events
Until 13th Jul. Wellington Ice Rink: Queen’s Wharf 
Square, Queen’s Wharf, Wellington Waterfront – 
various times. Whether you’re a pro on the blades 
or trying ice skating for the first time, everyone’s 
invited to join the fun. Check out the themed events 
too! 
5th Jul. Taking Back Saturday: Emo & Pop Punk 
Night: San Fran, Cuba Street, Te Aro – Dance, 
dance to the sounds of your teenage years at this 
emo-themed party for all the kids who never left that 
phase. 
9th Jul. An Evening with Stacy Gregg: The 
Children’s Bookshop, Kilbirnie Plaza, Kilbirnie – 
5:30pm. The acclaimed writer of the award-winning 
children’s book Nine Girls presents her latest 
offering The Last Journey, an animal adventure with 
a strong environmental message. 
11th-13th Jul. Second Wind 2025: Respawn Esports 
Centre, Manners Street, Te Aro – 5pm. Spectate or 
compete at Wellington’s esports competition. 
16th Jul. South African Short Film Night: Southern 
Cross Garden Bar, Abel Smith Street, Te Aro – 7pm. 
Discover the creativity and passion of South African 
filmmakers with this vibrant collection of five short 
films.

Music
2nd Jul. NZSO National Youth Orchestra Chamber 
Music Concert: St Andrew’s on The Terrace, The 
Terrace, Te Aro – 12:15pm. Featuring a diverse 
range of styles, composers, and instruments, 
this concert promises to be a vibrant and exciting 
showcase of young musical talent. 
2nd Jul. Dónal Gunning: Moon, Riddiford Street, 
Newtown – 6:30pm. Dónal Gunning is a singer-
songwriter from Dublin, Ireland now based in 
Wellington. He draws on rock, folk, indie, and punk 
influences.
3rd Jul. Pineja: San Fran, Cuba Street, Te Aro – 
7pm. Funk rock legends OdESSA and the incredible 
reggae funk band Raffla will join Pineja in Pōneke. 
3rd Jul. French for Rabbits and Michael Llewellyn: 
Meow, Edward Street, Te Aro – 8pm. Celebrate 
Llewellyn’s new album I’m Gorgeous and a new 
single from French for Rabbits. 
4th Jul. DJ Aphrodite: Meow Nui, Vivian Street, Te 
Aro – 9pm. Before drum and bass, before jungle, 
even before hardcore, DJ Aphrodite was doing his 
thing. Catch the legendary UK DJ live for a 90s rave 
like no other. 
4th Jul. Loose Parts: The Rogue and Vagabond, 
Garrett Street, Te Aro – 9:30pm. Sam Hunter 
releases fresh music alongside his dynamic new 
band. Catch funky jams and diverse bops from this 
quintet. 
5th Jul. Devilskin: Meow Nui, Vivian Street, Te Aro – 
6:30pm, 7:30pm. Multi-platinum rockers Devilskin 
are fired up and ready to bring their new album Re-
Evolution to Aotearoa. Catch them in Welly alongside 
Villainy and Midwave Breaks. 
5th Jul. In The Shallows: Meow, Edward Street, Te 
Aro – 7:30pm. With a brand-new lineup, a fresh 
album in the works, and the first single Do You 
turning heads, the Kapiti indie folk pop band bring 
their heartfelt harmonies and pop-infused sound to 
Wellington.
5th Jul. New Zealand Symphony Orchestra’s 
National Youth Orchestra Presents: Adventure: 
Micheal Fowler Centre, Wakefield Street, Te Aro 
– 7:30pm. Aotearoa New Zealand’s best young 
orchestral musicians unite to perform Strauss, 
Luka Venter, and Rachmaninov under Canadian 
conductor Adam Johnson. 
9th Jul. Danica Bryant: Moon, Riddiford, Newtown 
– 6:30pm. A pop-folk singer-songwriter with a gritty 
rock edge, Bryant’s music tackles provocative 
themes from celebrity culture to neurodiversity 
through an unabashedly queer feminist lens.
9th Jul. New Zealand String Quartet and 
Orchestra Wellington Present: Shostakovich 
Unpacked: Prefab Hall, Jessie Street, Te Aro – 
6:30pm, 8:30pm. This four-part concert series 
commemorates the 50th anniversary of the death of 
the legendary composer Shostakovich. 
9th Jul. The Organic Three: Cuba St Tavern, Cuba 
Street, Te Aro – 7pm. The Organic Three, an 
organ and keys driven three-piece from Wellington 
consisting of Robert Henderson (bass), Darren 
Mathiassen (drums), and Ayrton Foote (keys), 
delivers original and favourite funk tunes. 
9th Jul. Lockie Bennett Trio: Bedlam and Squalor, 
Garret Street, Te Aro – 7pm. Wellington-based 
guitarist Lockie Bennett is widely regarded as one of 
New Zealand’s most in-demand, straight-ahead jazz 
guitarists. He’ll be joined by Elijah Mulheron on bass 
and Cory Champion on drums.
10th Jul. Adam Hattaway: The Rogue and 
Vagabond, Garrett Street, Te Aro – 9pm. Adam 
Hattaway comes to Wellington to celebrate the 
release of his newest offering High Horse. 
11th Jul. 10cc: The Opera House, Manners Street, 
Te Aro – 8pm. UK rock royalty 10cc will brighten 
up New Zealand’s winter by bringing their Ultimate 
Greatest Hits Tour to Pōneke. 
13th Jul. Vic Manuel and The Manuelitos: Moon, 
Riddiford Street, Newtown – 7pm. Vic Manuel and 
The Manuelitos perform their anticipated fifth album 
Man of Clay. 
16th Jul. Johanna Dann and David Neild: St 
Andrew’s on The Terrace, The Terrace, Te Aro – 
12:15pm. Enjoy a piano and cello concert featuring 
Beethoven and Schumann. 
17th Jul. NZSO Firebird: Ravel & Stravinsky: 
Michael Fowler Centre, Wakefield Street, Te Aro 
– 6:30pm. Spanish pianist Javier Perianes and 
Finnish conductor Emilia Hoving deliver Ravel’s 
Piano Concerto in G and Stravinsky’s Firebird 
alongside our national orchestra. 
17th Jul. The Superjesus: Meow, Edward Street, Te 
Aro – 7:30pm. The South Australian Music Hall of 
Fame inductees started out in the 90s and have 
since amassed an astronomical fanbase. Catch 
them live alongside pop rock outfit The After. 
26th Jul. Orchestra Wellington Presents: Party 
Faithful: Michael Fowler Centre, Wakefield Street, 
Te Aro – 7:30pm. Britten and Shostakovich’s works 
make up this epic concert featuring cellist Lev 
Sivkov and Orpheus Choir Wellington. 

Performance
26th Jun-5th; 8th; 10th Jul. The Home Inside: 
BATS Theatre, Te Aro; Wiararapa Events Centre, 
Carterton; Te Raukura ki Kāpiti Coastlands 
Theatre, Paraparaumu – various times. Winnie 
is a homebody, but one day when she erupts into 
a tantrum, her bedroom is transformed into a 
magical world where she must learn to manage her 
emotions. 
1st; 5th Jul. Mr & Mrs Alexander Present: 
Sideshows & Psychics: Wairarapa Events Centre, 
Carterton; Te Raukura ki Kāpiti Coastlands Theatre, 
Raumati Road, Paraparaumu – 7pm; 7:30pm. 
Marvel at the astonishing magnetic woman, be 
dazzled by illusion, and be baffled by the blindfolded 
psychic in this magical detective play. 
1st-12th Jul. All The Things I Wish I Could Be: Circa 
Theatre, Taranaki Street, Wellington Waterfront – 
various times. Join the bumbling dad duo of Jeff 
and Tom as they open the storybook of endless 
adventure journeying through time and space. 
3rd Jul. Thursday Laughs with Paul Ego and 
Friends: The Cavern Club, Allen Street, Te Aro – 
7:30pm. See the 25-year comedy veteran in a rib-
tickling show featuring local stand-ups. 
4th Jul. LuXXXe: The Late Night Cabaret: The Fringe 
Bar, Allen Street, Te Aro – 8pm. Starring a cast 
positively dripping in opulence, catch award-winning 
burlesque, drag, and music stars perform everything 
from the sensuous to the risqué.
4th Jul-2nd Aug. The Sound Inside: Circa Theatre, 
Taranaki Street, Wellington Waterfront – various 
times. This Tony Award-nominated Broadway show is 
gripping yet delicate, exploring the limits of what one 
person can ask from another. 
5th Jul. Peppa Pig’s Fun Day Out Live!: St James 
Theatre, Courtenay Place, Te Aro – 10am. Based on 
the much-loved animated series, this new live show 
packed with fun, games, and amazing puppets will 
delight audiences young and young at heart. 
8th-13th Jul. Toybox Theatre and Wellington 
Repertory Theatre Present: Hansel, Gretel and 
Little Red: Gryphon Theatre, Ghuznee Street, Te Aro 
– various times. Two classic fairy tales collide in this 
interactive, fast-paced, high-energy adventure show 
for tamariki. 
9th-19th Jul. Wellington Repertory Theatre 
Presents: The Fox: Gryphon Theatre, Ghuznee 
Street, Te Aro – various times. This adaptation of 
D.H. Lawrence’s The Fox by Dunedin playwright 
Keith Scott sees two women’s lives disrupted by two 
visitors: a soldier and a fox. 
10th Jul. Fastlove: The Opera House, Manners 
Street, Te Aro – 8pm. Direct from London’s West 
End with a brand-new show for 2025, this is the 
world’s favourite George Michael celebration!
10th-12th Jul. Dracula’s: Sanctuary: St James 
Theatre, Courtenay Place, Te Aro – various times. 
Australia’s vampire-themed vaudevillian variety 
show returns with a new performance that will leave 
audiences breathless. 
10th-19th Jul. KAT Presents: Home, I’m Darling: 
Cochran Hall, Cashmere Avenue, Khandallah – 
various times. Judy’s 1950s stay-at-home life looks 
perfect – but is it? Catch Laura Wade’s thought-
provoking and award-winning comedy in Wellington. 
11th Jul. Liv’s Chest of Wonders: The Fringe Bar, 
Allen Street, Te Aro – 8pm. This fundraiser evening 
will feature burlesque, comedy, drag, and more 
from Liv Ward, Lily Catastrophe, Ms Weeds, Robin 
Yablind, and Lesa MacLeod-Whiting to name but a 
few. 
1st; 11th-12th; 13th Jul. The Pantoloons Present: Red 
Riding Hood: Southward Theatre, Paraparaumu; 
Little Theatre, Lower Hutt; Wairarapa Events Centre, 
Carterton – various times. Gran’s cottage in Fairytale 
Woods is under threat because the Wolf wants to 
build Wolfie Towers. But sassy Red, eco-friendly 
Charlie, and his chaotic pet moa Murray aren’t letting 
go without a fight.
12th Jul. Wildfire Pole Competition 2025: Te 
Auaha, Dixon Street, Te Aro – 12pm, 6pm. 60 
pole performers take to the stage in this epic 
competition. 
12th Jul. Fired Up Stilettos Present: Kick Up a FUS! 
Speakeasy Edition: Secret location in Wellington 
– 6pm. Enter the speakeasy to run it back to the 
1920s and the days of prohibition at this stripper-
led cocktail event that raises awareness for sex 
work. 
12th Jul. Girlypop Burlesque: The Fringe Bar, Allen 
Street, Te Aro – 8pm. Enjoy a delectable striptease 
set to the soundtrack of all your favourite it-girl hits 
from Velma Cherry, Altra Violette, Linda Tofana, 
Homer Neurotic, Olympia Kallipygos, Maxxine Goth, 
and more. 
12th Jul. Tuck & Roll: A Drag-tastic Circus 
Spectacular: Ivy Bar & Cabaret, Cuba Street, Te 
Aro – 9pm. In a two-hour after-dark extravaganza, 
Selina Simone, Olivia Dreams, Laura Oakley, and 
Booth the Clown run away with the circus. 
15th Jul. Randy Feltface: The Opera House, 
Manners Street, Te Aro – 7pm. The first banana 
appeared on earth 10,000 years ago. Randy 
Feltface believes humanity has been in a downward 
spiral ever since. Catch the purple puppet’s new 
comedy hour First Banana in Pōneke. 
16th Jul. Magic Men Australia: Lower Hutt Little 
Theatre, Queens Drive, Lower Hutt – 7pm. An all-
star cast of Australia’s best and baddest Magic Men 
convene at Lower Hutt Little Theatre to turn up the 
heat this winter. 
17th Jul. Bang Bang Bingo Bonanza – Wellington: 
Lulu Bar, Courtenay Place, Te Aro – 7pm. Join 
RuPaul’s Drag Race Down Under stars Kita Mean 
and Rita Menu for a night of drag bingo and cheeky 
surprises. 

Galleries
21st-22nd Jun. Matariki Exhibition: Wellington 
Art Clubrooms, Chelsea Street, Miramar. Enjoy 
hundreds of artworks across a range of mediums 
created by local artists. 
Until 5th Jul. Conversation with a mountain: Bowen 
Gallery, Ghuznee Street, Te Aro. Brendan O’Brien 
presents a solo exhibition inspired by Parihaka and 
Taranaki Maunga. 
Until 5th Jul. Plants and parts of plants: Jhana 
Millers Gallery, Victoria Street, Te Aro. These 
richly layered photographic works continue Ann 
Shelton’s investigation into suppressed plant-based 
knowledge systems. 
Until 5th Jul. Nurture: Twentysix Gallery, Constable 
Street, Newtown. Alice Toomer and Benjamin Cotter 
Dephoff share a deep appreciation for nature, 
connection, and food. Their photorealistic paintings 
explore community, abundance, and the familiarity 
of domestic spaces. 
12th Jul-8th Aug. Azúcar / Sugar: Toi Pōneke Arts 
Centre, Abel Smith Street, Te Aro. Azúcar / Sugar 
is an explorative gallery experience that uses sugar 
sculptures, videos, and digital art to study the 
connection between sugar, colonisation, global 
trade, and climate change.
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www.moomaa . n z

Your holiday home in Cape Palliser Bay
Exclusive farm & coastal accommodation  

only 1.5 hours from Wellington

1865 Cape Palliser Road, Cape Palliser 
www.washpool.co.nz

1 MAIN STREET MARTON
Ph: 027 277 5005 • Email: greener.marton@me.com

Visit: facebook.com/GrannysChristmasGrotto

OPEN 10AM – 3PM:
FRI 20 & 27 JUNE 4,11,18 & 25 JULY

5,12,19 & 26 JULYSAT 21 & 28 JUNE

for a huge range of  
Traditional, Modern and of course 

Retro Christmas Decorations 
make sure you visit...

OTHER DAYS BY APPOINTMENT

20 25

12 DAYS OF WINTER 202512 DAYS OF WINTER 2025

https://www.facebook.com/grannyschristmasgrotto
https://www.moomaa.nz
https://www.washpool.co.nz
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What’s on

28th Jun. I’m Not Okay – An Emo Drag Show: Ivy 
Bar & Cabaret, Cuba Street, Te Aro – 8:30pm. 
Grab your eyeliner and crank up the volume, don 
your Converse and ripped black jeans. Homer 
Neurotic’s high-energy, high-emotion tribute to 
the emo phase will make you dance, dance the 
night away alongside some of Welly’s most elite 
drag kings and queens. Homer Neurotic. 
Photo by Jeff Tollan.

28th Jun. Ladi6: San Fran, Cuba Street, Te Aro – 
8:30pm. Powerhouse performer Ladi6 returns to 
Aotearoa stages with her long-awaited new album 
Le Vā. Her most personal project to date, the 
record is a dedication to the singer-songwriter’s 
mother, her memory and spirit woven through 
every note and lyric. Experience it live in Pōneke 
alongside iconic Ladi6 favourites. 

= H E A T S =
FR I N G E  B A R

=SEMIFINALS=
FR I N G E  B A R

= F I  N A L =
H A N N A H

P L A Y H O U S E
FRI 29 AUG

ALL SHOWS 8PM

TICKETS FROM KIWITICKET

THURS 03 JUL
THURS 10 JUL
THURS 17 JUL
THURS 25 JUL
THURS 31 JUL
THURS 07 AUG

WEDS 13 AUG
WEDS 20 AUG

LIVE SHOWS • COCKTAILS • SOURDOUGH PIZZA

26 Allen Street, Wellington | www.thefringebar.co.nz

Our new outdoor area is now open!  
Perfect for enjoying drinks and good vibes!Premium Food and Supplies for Birds

Take part in the New Zealand Garden Bird Survey  
28 June to 6 July 2025.  

Winter is when some of our native forest birds come 
to our gardens, looking for high energy food and 
shelter. You can get wild bird food to help them 
during these cold months from Parrot Treats.

www.parrottreats.co.nz

Parrot Treats

For your inclusion in the what’s on listings 
email: whatson@regionalnews.kiwi. Close 

off for the next issue’s listings is noon 
Tuesday 8 July.

Regional News

To the best of our knowledge, the information 
provided to us regarding the above events 

was correct at the time of press. Our company 
accepts no liability for events postponed, 
cancelled, sold out, or otherwise adapted. 

Back to contents

https://www.parrottreats.co.nz
https://www.thefringebar.co.nz


20

Kia Mau Festival 
reviews

For the Love of Spam 
Written by Sierra Sevilla 
Directed by Izzy Rabey 
Te Auaha, 3rd Jun 2025 
Reviewed by Tanya Piejus

A Master of None: Brown Fala 
Created and directed by  
Lila Junior Crichton 
Circa Theatre, 31st May 2025 
Reviewed by Ruth Corkill

Braiding the Land 
Presented by Raven Spirit Dance 
Te Auaha, 4th Jun 2025 
Reviewed by Tanya Piejus

A Nightime Travesty 

Presented by A Daylight Connection and Brink 
Productions 
Directed by Stephen Nicolazzo 
Hannah Playhouse, 12th Jun 2025 
Reviewed by Tanya Piejus

As director Izzy Rabey notes in the programme, 
For the Love of Spam is often “the first encounter 
audiences have with someone from Guam” 
and that was certainly true in my case. I’ve 
never knowingly met anyone from this small 
Micronesian island perched on the lip of the 
Marianas Trench and knew little about it apart 
from its bloody role as a Japan–US battleground 
in World War II. I also didn’t know that the canned 
meat made famous by a Monty Python song was 
so integral to the culture there.
Sierra Sevilla is a wonderfully engaging performer 
and has written this show, on in Wellington as 
part of the Kia Mau Festival, from her heart. With 
a few simple props and set pieces – most notably 
a cutout of Guam made from Astroturf and a 
cross constructed from piled-up Spam tins – she 
tells us the story of her waymaking in life as a 
33-year-old CHamorou/Filipino/White woman and 
lover of Spam. Along the way, various audience 
members are brought into the story, including one 
brave young woman who becomes Problematic 
Roommate Number 5, who thinks Spam is gross 
and not something you should be eating in a 
Boston university dorm.
The CHamorou creation story of Guam, playing 
Quidditch to fit in, a hunky Spam Daddy who 
provides comfort while she’s homesick in London, 
and a conversation during sex with her husband 
about introducing their future kids to the tinned 
comestible all feature in a hilarious tale of finding 
her place in the world. Punctuated by song and 
dance, it’s all light-hearted and entertaining 
until the final kicker where 14 minutes take on a 
deadly significance and we find out how vital the 
presence of a foodstuff can be in someone’s life.
Sevilla and Rabey have beautifully achieved 
what they set out to do – making a work about 
colonialism and Indigenous people’s rights funny 
and engaging without alienating the audience. 
I left the theatre feeling enlightened in a way I 
never expected from a play ostensibly concerning 
spiced ham.

A Master of None: Brown Fala marks celebrated 
tenor Lila Crichton’s debut as writer, composer, and 
director. Created together with Woven Collective 
and presented as part of the Kia Mau Festival, 
the production melds artforms, influences, and 
modes of narrative into a cohesive aesthetic world 
that feels simultaneously radically creative and 
profoundly grounded. 
The story is told through a plethora of techniques, 
but music is key, with all of the cast contributing 
voice talents and most also serving as musicians. 
The compositions celebrate Samoan roots and the 
influences of Māori and Black culture, and feature 
magnificent choral sections. 
The narrative addresses the issue of violence 
against women and tamariki in Samoa through 
the fala, or woven mat. Fala are used by the cast 
as gathering places, sites for work, storytelling, 
intimacy, and violence. The action is structured 
around the communal activities required for 
making fala: harvesting pandanus leaves, boiling, 
drying, and finally weaving the strands together. 
The ensemble’s movements and choreography 
(Luchiano Tuioti) are deftly executed and enrich the 
worldbuilding.
Fala also feature in the practice of ifoga, when an 
offender covers themselves with a fine mat as an 
atonement for an offence. At one point a sobbing 
woman is confined under a mat by her partner, and 
the discomfort of the ensemble (and audience) is 
left to grow as she continues to cry, isolated in the 
dark from the rest of her community. The ifoga, and 
by extension the weight of shame, is then moved 
by the community onto the offending partner. The 
following sequence in which the woman is restored 
to her full dignity through community care, and the 
contrite offender is reintegrated, is perfectly paced 
and poignant.
A Master of None: Brown Fala is a superbly well-
crafted show from a multi-talented virtuosic team. 
All elements of the production from wardrobe (Masi 
Smith) to videography (Inti Resende) deserve their 
own paragraph of praise. Grounded in pride and 
identity, this is powerful contemporary theatre that 
manages at the same time to be gentle, and to 
hold space for our human complexity.

As part of the Kia Mau Festival, this collection of 
three dance works traces the connections 
between vast ancestral landscapes and our 
bodies. It’s performed by Raven Spirit Dance 
hailing from Vancouver, Turtle Island, and the 
unceded ancestral territories of the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm 
(Musqueam), sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), and 
səl̓ilwətaɁɬ (Tsleil-waututh) First Nations.
Frost Exploding Trees Moon follows the journey 
of a woman (Michelle Olson) travelling her 
trap line. She is simply outfitted in dress, head 
scarf, and soft leather boots and carries three 
tree branches. She moves sometimes joyfully, 
sometimes thoughtfully, sometimes fearfully while 
responding to the rhythms of ancestral music and 
song. Eventually, her branches become a modest 
teepee that she shelters under from the harsh 
mountain environment she previously revelled in.
The second piece, Spine of the Mother, began 
as a collaboration between Indigenous artists 
in Canada and Peru and explores their deep 
connection with the mountain ranges that join 
them geographically. Representing the spirits of 
North and South, Eagle and Condor, two women 
(Tasha Faye Evans and Marisa Gold) interact with 
stones while haunting music and the harsh sound 
of grinding rock guides their movements. Often 
twisted, painful, and frantic, their bodies echo the 
cracking freeze and thaw of the high mountains. 
They find peace and connection in each other as 
the two hemispheres come together in breath and 
spirit.
Finally, Confluence uses five flowing, playful bodies 
to trace the journey of a rushing river that speaks 
to the resilience and adaptability of Indigenous 
women. Dressed in bright colours, the five women 
(Michelle Olson, Starr Muranko, Jeanette Kotowich, 
Samantha Sutherland, and Emily Solstice) clap and 
move in time as they celebrate life together, then 
split and reform as water curves around rocks. A 
sweet echo of the first piece comes as Olson is 
briefly left solo on the stage glancing upwards at 
the sky.
Beautifully lit (John Carter and Jonathan Kim) and 
accompanied by a lush soundscape from a variety 
of artists, Braiding the Land is a contemplative 
and thought-provoking physical exploration of the 
ancient ties between people and land.

Presenting A Nightime Travesty in its international 
debut, one of Australia’s few First Nations 
independent theatre collectives explodes onto 
the Wellington stage as part of the Kia Mau 
Festival. Their “unique brand of Blak Brechtian, 
post-traumatic adventure theatre” is a brutal, 
passionate, and X-rated satire against toxic 
patriarchy, colonialism, environmental destruction, 
white supremacy, and the abuse of God to 
demonise and subjugate Indigenous peoples. Even 
the inequities and privations of the theatre world 
come under its savage spotlight.
Co-creators and committed performers Kamarra 
Bell-Wykes and Carly Sheppard play the lion’s 
share of the roles as the Last Fleet of privileged 
humans takes to the sky to escape a poisoned 
Earth burning below them. They’re bound for 
an uncertain fate, perhaps the afterlife they’ve 
dreamed of in church. The “last Aboriginal”, the 
naively hopeful and warrior-hearted Angel, is one 
of two flight attendants and a failed pilot, denied 
the chance to fulfil her potential simply by her 
race and sex. The actual pilot, Captain God’s Gift, 
is an over-sexed, hugely endowed man-beast who 
ravages any available female just because he can. 
Lurking on the fringes and occasionally joining the 
story is a bong-smoking, masturbating Death (Zach 
Blampied).
Helping deliver the often hilarious, occasionally 
heart-rending original songs are smallsound and 
Matthew Pana on guitar and drums. smallsound is 
also responsible for the easily portable set design 
that involves a desk, skulls, stuffed toys, a couple 
of small bins, a large gong, and various other bits 
and pieces that Death plays with and that become 
props used throughout the show, alongside the 
odd amputated limb and severed head. Gina 
Gascoigne’s pacy lighting design augments the 
garish, crazy action.
A Nightime Travesty thoroughly eviscerates its 
themes in 100 minutes of raw, eye-popping 
theatre. Sit in the front row and you’ll be offered 
bottles of urine and cat food to keep you going on 
this journey to Hell. Strap in for a wild ride!

Photo by Gregory Lorenzutti.

Back to contents
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Horowhenua lifestyle
A home for life

Helpful neighbours

Retirement is something to look forward to as 
a time to enjoy life to the fullest. Hobbies and 
interests should fill your days rather than chores 
and bills, which is why making the move to 
Speldhurst Country Estate is an easy decision. 
At Speldhurst, your life’s loves get time to thrive. 
It’s fast becoming one of the most sought-after 
villages in the lower North Island for those over 
60 due to the open spaces, choice of living 
options, vibrant and active community, busy social 
calendar, and opportunity to engage in all kinds of 
activities. 
Accommodation includes thoughtfully designed 
standalone homes, comfortable duplexes, and 
modern, curated apartments, each one fitted 
with spacious rooms, plenty of storage, and little 
maintenance. Plus, with Speldhurst management 
looking after the exterior, you can focus on making 
the interior feel like home. 
What’s truly special about Speldhurst is its 
facilities. Many residents spend most of their time 
at The George, a community hub where anyone 
can enjoy swimming, reading, playing, crafting, 
lounging, working out, dancing, or celebrating. 
There’s an onsite café too. The Creative Resource 
Centre is perfect for hobbies and tinkering. 
Meanwhile, The Cottage is where mobile 
practitioners regularly offer services such as 
hairdressing, beauty, and counselling. The Village 
Hall hosts some light sporting activities. 
Enquire today and find out more at  
www.speldhurstcountryestate.co.nz

Every agent of Property Brokers Levin also calls 
the charming town home. You share the same 
morning coffee shops, walking tracks, beach spots, 
and boutiques, not to mention the same schools, 
medical centres, and neighbourhoods! Whether you 
want to buy or sell a property in Levin, they have just 
as much stake as you do because they want to keep 
Levin a wonderful place to call home. 
The team of nine is dedicated to serving their 
community. With top-notch negotiation skills, 
decades of experience, and an impressive portfolio, 
they have an excellent reputation. They prioritise 
communication and always take the time to 
understand your needs and wants before jumping 
into a real estate transaction. To ensure they can 
get you the best deal possible, they work together to 
find a creative solution that doesn’t just meet your 
expectations but exceeds them. When you choose 
Property Brokers Levin you don’t just have access to 
one agent, you’ll work with the whole hardworking 
and dedicated team. 
Levin offers many great lifestyle choices and has 
all the benefits of a bustling town while still having 
access to all the perks of life in the country. With 
plenty of great services, abundant nature, and a 
bustling recreational scene, it offers locals the best 
of both worlds. 
Whether buying or selling, the Property Brokers Levin 
agents are ready to help – even if you’re still trying 
to figure it all out! Give them a bell, pop in to have a 
chat, or get in touch online at 
www.propertybrokers.co.nz/community/levin

When you work with us, you don’t just have access to one agent; 
you’ll also have a team of equally committed salespeople, marketing 
experts and support staff, from right across the country working to 
get you the best result. This is our True Team Promise.

Catherine Duncan 
Property Manager | Team Leader
P 027 449 6051

Our whole team works for you.

06 366 0880

Property Brokers License under the REAA 2008

1 Bristol Street, Levin

Clive Williams
Residential Sales Consultant
P 027 240 9265

Jo Kirk
Residential/Lifestyle Sales Consultant
P 027 243 2544

Mark Jorgensen
Residential Sales Consultant
P 022 526 2959

Owen Kirk
Commercial Sales Consultant
P 027 742 0225

Raewyn Moody
Rural/Lifestyle Sales Consultant
P 027 226 6036

Sarah Veenendaal
Residential/Lifestyle Sales Consultant
P 021 0225 8045

Tash Ryding
Property Management Administrator
P 027 599 5900

Fran James
Residential/Lifestyle Sales Consultant
P 027 281 9494

Jan Henderson
Residential Sales Consultant
P 021 420 092

pb.co.nz

Kashiya Holmes
Property Manager
P 027 288 2341

Murray Doreen
Branch Manager | Sales Consultant
P 027 490 4773

Plumbing 
Maintenance • Renovations 

New Homes • Light Commercial

Gas fitting 
Servicing of all Appliances 

New installations • Heaters cookers 
Water Heating

Shane 027 282 1048 • Alex 027 345 6014 
heplumbingandgas@gmail.com

FREE QUOTES

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 4:30pm
Ph: 06 394 0602 Mob: 027 448 2983

Email: office@hms.nz
www.scottshandymanservices.co.nz

Secure the Best Handyman in Levin
Scott’s Handyman Services offers aluminium 

window repairs, property maintenance, gutter 
cleaning and more. Now is the time to hire a 

handyman and get those jobs done.

SECURE YOUR NEW 
HOME TODAY!

One bedroom 
apartments available 
now!  
was  
$420,000Three-bedroom 

single garage 
home 
$790,000

Our apartments are a cosy low 
maintenance, high quality style of 

living when you don’t need or want 
so much room. Live with neighbours 

nearby and make new friends.

Monday to Thursday  
9am-2:30pm or by appointment

Kimberley Road, Levin | E: debra@speldhurst.co.nz | www.speldhurstcountryestate.co.nz

(06) 927 9903 or 027 367 8004

A Disclosure Statement is available upon request by contacting the Sales Manager – Debra Bishop

Now 
$395,000

Back to contents
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Manawatū
Celebrating art and community

Discovery and delight

This July, the Manawatū Art Expo returns, 
promising another remarkable showcase of fine art 
from across New Zealand. Held at the Palmerston 
North Conference and Function Centre from the 
11th to the 13th of July, this highly anticipated event 
offers a unique opportunity for art lovers and 
collectors alike.
A standout feature this year is the availability of 
Joan Miró’s original lithographs, produced and 
signed in 1975. Miró, a pioneering surrealist 
with fanciful poetic impulse and a vision for 
the harshness of modern life, is known for his 
dreamlike compositions that blend abstraction 
and vivid colour. With only nine pieces available for 
purchase, this is a rare chance to own work from 
one of Spain’s most celebrated artists.
Complementing this international highlight is 
guest artist Sue Schaare from Hawke’s Bay, whose 
powerful use of colour and dynamic brushstrokes 
evoke strong emotional reactions. Schaare’s 
passion for painting is evident in her energetic 
compositions, making her a fitting addition to the 
Manawatū Art Expo’s stellar lineup. 
Beyond the artwork, the event plays a crucial 
role in supporting the Feilding and District Art 
Society, an organisation run by artists, for artists. 
Funds raised help sustain the Feilding Art Centre, 
ensuring continued opportunities for emerging and 
established creatives alike.
With a cash-and-carry format, live demonstrations, 
and an inspiring collection of art, the Manawatū Art 
Expo 2025 is set to be an unmissable event.

Manawatū rewards those who follow their nose and 
get off the beaten track to find its hidden gems. Its 
central location makes it an easy weekend away for 
Kiwis and has plenty to offer once you lift the lid! For 
a taste of heart-racing adventure, experience the 
world-class mountain bike park, or if you prefer to be 
on foot, the native bush-clad Ruahine and Tararua 
ranges provide a multitude of hikes and walks with 
epic scenery and plenty of birdlife.
Journey along one of our scenic driving routes to 
find gardens, glowworm caves, or a charming café 
or country pub! Stop in at friendly Feilding, 16-time 
winner of New Zealand’s Most Beautiful Town, 
and visit the award-winning farmers’ market (every 
Friday) and tour the saleyards! Finish in the beating 
heart of Palmy for locally roasted coffee, boutique 
breweries, and belly-warming cuisine with a focus 
on provenance. Forge your path through our creative 
city with the arts and sculpture trail, enjoy the 
internationally recognised theatre scene, and take 
in the many public sculptures or gallery exhibitions – 
a perfect accompaniment to the eclectic offering of 
cafés and eateries. We promise your journey will be 
one of discovery and delight!
For accommodation, you’re spoilt for choice. From 
cosy farmstays, outdoor baths under the stars, 
and riverside lodges to off-the-grid glamping and 
bespoke homestays, Manawatū is peppered with a 
high calibre of Kiwi hospitality perfect for a winter 
escape!  
Discover all this and so much more at 
ManawatuNZ.co.nz

The Last Church in Āpiti.

Makino Aquatic 
Centre
10 Council Place, 
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www.mdc.govt.nz

NEW ZEALAND’S BIGGEST DRAG SHOW!NEW ZEALAND’S BIGGEST DRAG SHOW!

main show

SATURDAY

4TH  OCTOBER

main show
SATURDAY
4TH  OCTOBER

LAWRENCE CHANEY | KWEEN KONG 
& MORE!

LAWRENCE CHANEY | KWEEN KONG 
& MORE!

With Special Guests:With Special Guests:

Back to contents

https://www.feildingartsociety.com
https://www.mdc.govt.nz
https://www.palmydrag.com
https://www.manawatunz.co.nz



